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1) Real Risk Management for the Electrical Grid: 
 

Real Risk Management for the Electric Grid: Critical Task Planning for Long 

Term Power Outages- 

Emergency planner Jim LeBlanc has written a ground-up guide of practical steps 

that individuals and families can take to prepare for long term black outs. Much 

more than just an emergency preparedness book, Real Risk Management for the 

Electric Grid gives context. The government has identified specific hazards that 

can take down the U.S. electrical system over large areas for long periods of 

time. Thinking through how to prepare your family and community is just the first 

step to preventing the possibility of a long term black out. 

Real Risk Management for the Electric Grid explains the flawed approach of big 

government to prevent major long-term black outs and how individual awareness 

is the building block for business and local emergency preparedness that will 

lead in helping communities understand that it is far better to prevent a long term 

black out than to try and recover from one. Those who adapt the skills and critical 

thinking inspired by Jim LeBlanc’s book will be the people who help our policy 

makers understand why it is so important to secure the nation’s electrical grid. 

 
2) YouTube Threat Analysis Not Risk Management: 
 
Published on Aug 22, 2016. 
 
Former director of Central Intelligence, James Woolsey, explains high impact 
threats to the electrical grid and why securing it is a matter of threat analysis and 
not to be left to the flawed methodology of 'risk management' used by the utility 
industry. 
 

3) Ambassador Hank Cooper August 23, 2016—Soldier Down . . . General 

Vessey, Rest in Peace: 

 

Not quite seventeen, this “soldier’s soldier” volunteered to become a Minnesota 
National Guardsman and received an Anzio battlefield commission in World War 
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II and the Army’s second highest medal for valor, the Distinguished Service 
Cross, in Viet Nam. He led the U.S. and U.N. Forces in Korea and opposed 
withdrawing U.S. Forces which cost him the Army Chief of Staff post under 
President Jimmie Carter—an implicit rebuke cast aside when President Ronald 
Reagan appointed him as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs and after his retirement 
and return to Minnesota into other important posts. President George H.W. Bush 
awarded Gen. Vessey the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest 
civilian honor. A life of service with unquestionable integrity..  

 

In conclusion, I would emphasize that if we can get back on track this hopeful 

end can still come to pass. If it does, it never could have happened on Admiral 

Watkins’ timetable without General Vessey’s leadership that brought the Chiefs 

together and gave President Reagan the means to move ahead with one of the 

most important, if not the most important, initiatives of his presidency. I share 

British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher’s view (and that of others) that SDI 

brought an end to the Cold War without firing a shot. 

 

General Vessey . . . ninety-four years well spent!  

 

I, for one, am glad he became a soldier, rather than the Lutheran minister he 

once considered becoming, and could have been. No doubt he would also have 

made a fine minister. But I believe he was doing the Lord’s work throughout his 

life. May God rest his soul.  
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