
 

 

 

 

PHD Ministries International – Study Notes 

What does confession really mean? 

 

Homologeo 

Strong’s Concordance #3670 

Part of Speech: Verb 

Short Definition: I confess, profess, acknowledge, praise 

Definition: (a) I promise, agree, (b) I confess, (c) I publicly declare, (d) a Hebraism, I praise, I celebrate. 

 

HELPS Word-studies 

3670 homologeo= ”together” and “speak to a conclusion”-properly, to voice the same conclusion, i.e. 

agree (“confess”); to profess(confess) because in full agreement; to align with (endorse). 

[3670 homologeo (confess) means to speak the same thing, i.e. “assent, agree with, confess, declare, 

admit” (Vine, Unger, White, NT, 120).] 

NAS Exhaustive Concordance 

Word Origin 

From homologos (of one mind) 

Definition 

To speak the same, to agree 

NASB Translation 

Acknowledge (2), admit (1), assured (1), confess (6), confessed (4), confesses (6), confessing (1), declare 

(1), give thanks (1), made (1), profess (1), promised (1). 

Thayer’s Greek Lexicon 

Imperfect; future; 1. Aorist; present passive 3 person singular; (from and this from and); from (Sophocles 

and) Herodotus down; 



1. Properly, to say the same thing as another, i.e. to agree with, assent, both absolutely and with a 

dative of the person; often so in Greek writings from Herodotus down; hence, 

2. Universally, to concede; i.e. 

a. Not to refuse, i.e. to promise: Acts 7:17; followed by an object. Infinite, Matthew 14:7 

b. Not to deny, i.e. to confess; declare: joined with, followed by direct discourse with 

recitative.  John 1:20; followed by Hebrews 11:13; Acts 24:14; to confess, i.e. to admit or 

declare oneself guilty of what one is accused of: 1 John 1:19 

3. To profess (the difference between the Latin profiteer (to declare openly and voluntarily) and 

Confiteor (to declare fully, implying the yielding or change of one’s conviction; to declare 

openly, speak out freely; confess; Matthew 7:23; one is said that of which he is convinced and 

which he holds to be true (hence is distinguished from in John 12:42; Romans 10:9).  The passive 

absolute, with added, Romans 10:10; Acts 23:8; with a predicate accusative.  John 9:22; Romans 

10:9; 1 John 4:2; 2 John 1:7; to profess oneself the worshipper of one, 1 John 4:3; Matthew 

10:32; Luke 12:8; 1 Timothy 6:12; to declare the name (written in the book of life) to be the 

name of a follower of me, Revelation 3:5. 

4. According to a usage unknown to Greek writers to praise, celebrate; Hebrews 13:15 

Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

to confess, profess 

from a compound of the base of homou and logos; to assent, i.e. Covenant, acknowledge—con- 

(pro-)fess, confession is made, give thanks, promise. 

 

The word declare means to make clear or plain and so to explain or to recount in detail.   It also 

means to make your intentions clear.  Another example of the word declare as a verb is a formal, 

studied, public utterance, or emphatic statement, or legal procedure.  Genesis 41:24 says declare 

has the meaning to explain.  Declare his cause Joshua 20:4. To explain his case, in other words state 

his case.  In Matthew 13:36 and Matthew 15:15, the disciples asked Jesus to declare unto us.  Also 

adopt the word tell as a translation of Hebrew and Greek.  Examples are found in Judges 14:12-15, 

Jeremiah 36:13, Micah 1:10 and Colossians 4:7.  For other Greek verbs, the contemporary version 

describes confession as: used, disclose, show, bring to light (1 Corinthians 3:13), report, describe, tell 

(Acts 15:3), relate (Acts 15:12 and 15:14, Acts 21:19), and make known (John 1:18 and John 17:26).  

We see that confession is not a general description, it is a detailed description that you have a full 

understanding of what you are confessing.   When you say forgive me for all my sins, that is a 

general statement not a detailed confession. That is someone who is still trying to hide what they 

did.  So when we say, forgive me for my sin, when the actual sin was lying, I am still not confessing 

my sin.  So to say forgive me for all my sins and to forgive me from lying, (the specific sin), is two 

different addresses, with two different kind of hearts.  The first one, “to confess my sin,” is stating, I 

don’t want to be punished for it, but I don’t want to do what it takes to get delivered from it.  The 

other is if I specify exactly what the sin is, like to say, I lied.  That is showing a full awareness of what 

I did and I no longer want that sin controlling me; so I am willing to do whatever it takes to part with 

it.  Now which address do you confess from? 


