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3 Cornish Main Line – Route Guide 

 INTRODUCTION  

Set around the years 2013-2015, this Cornish Main Line route starts at Plymouth and heads in a south-westerly 

direction down to Penzance. The route winds through the atmospheric valleys of Cornwall, passing many towns 

and villages along the way. 

The Cornish Main Line route features 22 stations and numerous new custom assets. The route is Quick Drive 

enabled and comes with 27 scenarios. 

Cornish Main Line stations 

Plymouth 

Par 
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Devonport 

Dockyard 

Keyham 

St Budeaux Ferry Road 

St Budeaux Victoria Road 

Saltash 

St Germans 

Menheniot 

Liskeard 

Coombe Junction Halt 

Bodmin Parkway 

Lostwithiel 

St Austell 

Truro 

Redruth 

Camborne 

Hayle 

Lelant Saltings 

St Erth 

Penzance 

 Train Simulator requirements   

If you purchased Train Simulator after 20 September 2012 you will require the European Loco & Asset Pack 

(available to purchase via Steam) for the route to display correctly. 

Some of the scenarios supplied with Cornish Main Line require rolling stock that is not supplied with this software. 

Full details of the rolling stock required for each scenario are provided in the SCENARIOS section of this manual. 

 Scenery quality and display settings   

Various effects and techniques have been used in the modelling of Cornish Main Line to enhance the realism of 

the route; these include TSX technology for realistic night lighting effects. 

Due to the high level of detail along the length of the route, it is best to run Cornish Main Line at the highest 

settings your PC can manage. Settings can all be accessed via the Settings > Graphics menu in Train Simulator.  

http://store.steampowered.com/app/208300
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The route will still run at lower settings, of course, but some of the assets may not be displayed as intended. 

 Run in 64-bit mode!   

We strongly advise you to run Train Simulator in 64-bit mode to enhance its stability: 

1. Run the Steam client and select ‘Games’ from the top menu. 

2. Select ‘Train Simulator’ from the left-side menu and press the blue ‘PLAY’ button in the top centre of the 

window. The option to ‘Play Train Simulator’ or ‘Play Train Simulator 64-bit Edition’ will pop up. 

3. Select the 64-bit option and press ‘Play’.  

 

 STATIONS   

 

Twenty-two stations are included in Cornish Main Line: 

• Plymouth 

• Devonport 

• Dockyard 

• Keyham 

• St Budeaux Ferry Road 

• St Budeaux Victoria Road 

• Saltash 

• St Germans 

• Menheniot 

• Liskeard 

• Coombe Junction Halt 

• Bodmin Parkway 

• Lostwithiel 

• Par 

• St Austell 

• Truro 

• Redruth 

• Camborne 

• Hayle 

• Lelant Saltings 

• St Erth 

• Penzance 

 Plymouth   
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Opened 1877 

Passengers 2013-14: 2.445 million 



 

7 Cornish Main Line – Route Guide 

 Devonport   

 

Opened 1859 Passengers 

2013-14: 31,866  

 Dockyard   

 



 

8 Cornish Main Line – Route Guide 

Opened 1905 

Passengers 2013-14: 6,970  

 Keyham   

 

Opened 1900 Passengers 

2013-14: 7,100  
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 St Budeaux Ferry Road   

 

Opened 1904 

Passengers 2014-15: 4,754  

 St Budeaux Victoria Road   

 

Opened 1890 Passengers 

2014-15: 8,606  
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 Saltash   

 

Opened 1859 

Passengers 2014-15: 73,764  

 St Germans   

 

Opened 1905 Passengers 

2014-15: 54,738  
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 Menheniot   

 

Opened 1859 

Passengers 2014-15: 4,064  

 Liskeard   

 

Opened 1859 

Passengers 2013-14: 68,389  
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 Coombe Junction Halt   

 

Opened 1896 

Passengers 2014-15: 42 (this is the second-least-used station in Britain!) 

 Bodmin Parkway   

 

Opened 1859 Passengers 

2013-14: 225,000  
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 Lostwithiel   

 

Opened 1859 

Passengers 2014-15: 73,042 

 Par   

 

Opened 1859 Passengers 

2014-15: 198,000 
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 St Austell   

 

Opened 1859 

Passengers 2014-15: 468,000 

 Truro   

 

Opened 1859 Passengers 2013-

14: 1.239 million 
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 Redruth   

 

Opened 1852 

Passengers 2013-14: 335,000 

 Camborne   

 

Opened 1843 Passengers 

2014-15: 280,000 
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 Hayle   

 

Opened 1852 

Passengers 2013-14: 90,810  

 Lelant Saltings  

 

Opened 1978 Passengers 

2014-15: 116,798  
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 St Erth  

 

Opened 1852 

Passengers 2014-15: 205,000 

 Penzance  

 

Opened 1852 
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Passengers 2014-15: 550,000 

The station serves Penzance town and this is where the Cornish Main Line terminates. 

It is approximately 327 miles from London Paddington, when running via Bristol Temple Meads, and over 900 

miles from Wick and Thurso at the northern extremities of the UK rail network. Penzance is served by Great 

Western Railway and CrossCountry Trains. 
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 FEATURES TO LOOK OUT FOR ON THE ROUTE   

Numerous landmark buildings and other features of interest have been modelled along the length of the Cornish 

Main Line route – these are just a few of them. 

They are listed in the order in which you’d see them when driving from north to south. 

 Victoria Park sculpture   

 

Richard Deacon’s steel sculpture named ‘Moor’ was built in 1990 and is attached to the piers of an old Victorian 

bridge in Plymouth’s Victoria Park. 
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 Her Majesty’s Naval Base (HMNB) Devonport   

 

The largest naval base in Western Europe, Devonport has been supporting the Royal Navy since 1691. The vast 

site covers more than 650 acres and has 15 dry docks, four miles of waterfront, 25 tidal berths and five basins. 

The base employs 2,500 service personnel and civilians, supports around 400 local firms and generates around 

10% of Plymouth’s income. (Source: UK Ministry of Defence) 

 Weston Mill Viaduct   

 

This ten-span viaduct carries the two main lines from Plymouth to Saltash and on to Penzance. 
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 MVV Environment Devonport   

 

This is the Devonport Energy from Waste Combined Heat and Power facility in Plymouth. Since 2015 this facility 

has been using around 245,000 tonnes of household, commercial and industrial residual waste each year to 

generate electricity and heat, notably for Her Majesty’s Naval Base Devonport in Plymouth. (Source: MVV 

Environment) 

 St Budeaux Ferry Road bowstring bridge   
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This is a very distinctive bridge with the top supporting arches in the shape of a bow. 
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 Royal Albert Bridge   

 

Designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel and opened in 1859, the Royal Albert Bridge spans the River Tamar 

between Plymouth in Devon and Saltash in Cornwall. Its unique design consists of two 455-foot lenticular iron 

trusses 100 feet above the water, with conventional plate-girder approach spans. The bridge has a total length of 

2,187.5 feet. 

 Tamar Bridge   
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The Tamar Bridge carries the A38 trunk road over the River Tamar and spans the river between Saltash in 

Cornwall and Plymouth in Devon. It is 335 metres long and is situated beside the Royal Albert Bridge. 

 The Union Inn   

 

This pub can be seen from the Royal Albert Bridge and is painted with a large Union Flag. 

 St Germans Viaduct   
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The St Germans Viaduct is 106 feet high and carries the railway over the River Tiddy and on to Plymouth. This 

scenic section is where the railway begins to climb away from the estuaries and on towards Trerulefoot. 

 Coldrennick (Menheniot) Viaduct   

 

The viaduct is located immediately east of Menheniot station and was designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel. 138 

feet high, 795 feet long and sitting on 16 piers, this impressive structure dominates the surrounding valley. 

 Liskeard Viaduct   
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Located immediately east of Liskeard station, this viaduct was designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel. It stands 

150 feet high on 11 piers and is 720 feet long. The branch line to Looe passes below it after descending steeply on 

a falling gradient of 1 in 38 from Liskeard station. 

 Moorswater Viaduct   

 

This viaduct just west of Liskeard stands on 14 piers and is 147 feet high and 954 feet long. It is generally thought 

to be the most attractive in the area. The line running below it is the Liskeard and Looe Railway. 

To the south is Coombe Junction Halt and to the north is Moorswater cement terminal, which is still in regular use 

although the branch line is rather overgrown. 
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 Moorswater cement works   

 

To the north of the Moorswater Viaduct there is a cement works which is served by the Liskeard-Looe line. 

 Sperritt Tunnel   

 

Built in 2010, this tunnel is named after a well-respected railway signalling engineer. It carries the A390 road 

overhead. 
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 St Pinnock Viaduct   

 

This nine-pier viaduct is 151 feet high and 633 feet long. Standing high above the Glynn Valley, it is the tallest 

viaduct on the Cornish Main Line and one of the most impressive,  

 Trago Mills, Liskeard   

 

This well-known department store is clearly visible as you drive past. 
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 Largin Viaduct   

 

Sitting on eight piers, this viaduct is 130 feet high and 567 feet long. It is just around the corner from the St Pinnock 

Viaduct. 

 Bodmin & Wenford Railway sheds   

 

These railway sheds at Bodmin Parkway station are north of the main line and serve the Bodmin & Wenford 

heritage railway. 



 

30 Cornish Main Line – Route Guide 

 Restormel Castle   

 

This distinctive round castle sits atop a mound by the River Fowey near Lostwithiel and can be seen to the west of 

the line. 

 Lostwithiel signal box   

 

This former Great Western Railway signal box at Lostwithiel station is Grade II listed. It is situated at the northern 

end of Platform 1, adjacent to the level crossing. 
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 Par signal box   

 

This former Great Western Railway signal box at Par station is Grade II listed and controls both the Cornish Main 

Line and the curve round to St Blazey (start of the Atlantic Coast Line). 

 St Blazey signal box   

 

This signal box lies to the north of the Cornish Main Line and protects the start of the Atlantic Coast Line to 

Newquay. It is reached by taking the northern loop from Par station and controls access to the Atlantic Coast Line, 

St Blazey yard, Par station and the Par Harbour Branch. 
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 St Blazey roundhouse and turntable   

 

The St Blazey engine shed and its associated turntable are south of the St Blazey signal box. The turntable is still 

used today when steam locomotives visit the area. When steam loco’s visit Penzance they must run back to St 

Blazey to turn; this is the main reason why it is not realistically possible to have the same steam loco work south 

(from the north) to Penzance and back in one day. 

 Par docks   

 

Par docks are located to the south of Par and rail access to them is via a short line known as the Par Harbour 

Branch. China clay trains can be seen here occasionally and the docks are accessed via St Blazey yard. 
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 Burngullow yard   

 

These sidings and their associated silos and warehouses sit beside the main line and in the past have handled a 

large quantity of China clay trains. Sadly, these trains are now less numerous, although a recent upsurge in sand 

traffic has helped the local rail freight industry to recover. 

 Truro Viaduct   

 

This is the longest of the 42 railway viaducts in Cornwall and the current structure replaced the original wooden 

viaduct designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel. 
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 Truro Cathedral   

 

This beautiful and impressive building is visible from the main line and serves Truro and its parishes; it is the only 

cathedral in Cornwall.  

 Truro skate park   

 

Sadly you cannot skate on it in Train Simulator, but it is visible from the train as you cross the viaduct on the 

approach to Truro station! 
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 Truro signal box   

 

This is located just to the east of the station. 

 Scorrier tin mine ruins   

 

You can see these ruined buildings just beside the railway line. This is only one of several sites that remain in 

Cornwall as a testament to the once thriving tin mining industry. 
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 Carn Brea Monument   

 

As you drive by, you can see the ruins of Carn Brea Castle and the Carn Brea Monument (also known as the 

Bassett Monument) sitting atop a distinctive hill. 

 Hayle Viaduct   

 

Hayle Viaduct is located south-east of Hayle station. It is built on 36 piers which carry the wrought iron plate girders 

that support the transverse-aligned timber decking on which the tracks sit. 



 

37 Cornish Main Line – Route Guide 

 St Erth signal box   

 

This is located on the eastern approach to the station. 

 Saint Michael’s Mount   

 

St Michael’s Mount is a small tidal island in Mount’s Bay and is clearly visible to the south of the line. It is joined to 

the mainland by a man-made causeway that floods when the tide is in, making it inaccessible without a boat for 

much of the time. 
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 Penzance (Long Rock) TMD   

 

Penzance TMD (Traction Maintenance Depot) – also known as Long Rock TMD – is located in the village of Long 

Rock to the east of Penzance. It is the most westerly and southerly rail depot in the country. The current depot 

operator is Great Western Railway. 

 Penzance signal box   

 

This large signal box is situated on the north side of the line and to the east of Penzance station. 
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 SCENARIOS   

 Choosing a scenario   

When you first start Train Simulator, select the ‘Drive’ option in the Main Menu, then choose either the ‘Standard’ or 

the ‘Free Roam’ scenarios. 

You can now choose your scenario and click on the ‘Go’ button. 

If you purchased Train Simulator after 20 September 2012, you will require the European Loco & Asset 

Pack (available to purchase via Steam) to obtain the following locomotives:  

• Class 47 

• HST 

• Class 37 

• Class 166 

• Black 5 Steam Locomotive 

Standard scenarios   

 (Corn) (Default) 1E75 Penzance – Leeds  

Required stock: HST (Steam) 

Duration: 120 minutes 

Today you have been rostered to take a Class 43 on a Penzance to Leeds service as far as Plymouth. Set up your 

train, allow passengers to board and follow any other instructions for timings. 

(Corn) (Default) 1Z52 Penzance – Tame Bridge Parkway  

Required stock: Class 37 (Steam), HST (Steam) 

Duration: 130 minutes 

Pathfinder Tours and their annual Mazey Day Cornishman special are back. This time it’s hauled by a pair of Class 

37 locomotives. You will drive this part of the tour as far as Plymouth.  

(Corn) (Default) 6C21 Burngullow ECC – Penzance Shed Fuel Road  

Required stock: Class 47 (Steam) 

Duration: 50 minutes 

Navigate 47371 on the 1235 6C21 Burngullow ECC – Penzance Shed Fuel Road working. 

 (Corn) (Default) 6C35 (37) Aberthaw – Moorswater Cement  

Required stock: Class 37 (Steam), HST (Steam) 

Duration: 122 minutes 

Last section of the weekly delivery of cement from Aberthaw to the depot in Moorswater. 

https://store.steampowered.com/app/208300/Train_Simulator_European_Loco__Asset_Pack/


 

40 Cornish Main Line – Route Guide 

 (Corn) (Default) 6G70 (37) Par to Fowey Clay  

Required stock: HST (Steam), Class 37 (Steam) 

Duration: 57 minutes 

Take over the Goonbarrow Junction to Fowey Clay delivery. Today is unusual as you will only drop these off at 

Lostwithiel up goods then collect some empties from the down goods to take back to Burngullow. This is 

because the yard at Fowey Dock (Carne Point) is being repaired and so a shunter will deliver the empties and 

collect your loaded rake from Lostwithiel. This is a short but tricky run as it’s a heavy load. 

 (Corn) (Default) 1C40 0702 Plymouth – Penzance  

Required stock: HST (Steam) 

Duration: 130 minutes 

Drive the early morning FGW HST stopping service from Plymouth to Penzance. 

Free Roam scenarios   

Click on a train and take it for a drive! 

Note: As these are Free Roam scenarios you must remember to ensure that the route has been set correctly to 

avoid being directed into sidings or derailed on junctions set against the train. 

 (Corn) (Default) Penzance Free Roam  

Locomotive: HST (Steam), Class 47 (Steam), Class 166 (Steam) 

(Corn) (Default) Plymouth Free Roam  

Locomotive: HST (Steam), Black 5 Steam Locomotive (Steam), Class 166 (Steam), Class 37 (Steam), Class 47 

(Steam) 

 (Corn) (Default) Truro Free Roam  

Locomotive: Class 47 (Steam), HST (Steam), Class 166 (Steam) 

 QUICK DRIVE   

This route is equipped for use with the Quick Drive option in Train Simulator.  

To access this option from the Main Menu, press the ‘Drive’ button and then the ‘Quick Drive’ tab at the top left.  

 The Quick Drive menu   

The top left area on the menu is where you select the train you wish to drive. 

When you click on the menu directly to the right of the train picture, it shows the variations/consists available for the 

selected train displays in the right-side area of the menu. Click on the consist that you want to drive. 
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 Changing your train   

If you want to drive a different train, click back on the top left train picture. The right side of the menu will change 

and will display all the trains you have installed in Train Simulator. 

Use the ‘Page’ button located at the top middle of the pictures to scroll through them all. 

All installed trains which have Quick Drive enabled are displayed. If the train does NOT have Quick Drive enabled, 

it will NOT display in the Quick Drive menu. 

 Selecting your route   

When you have selected the train and consist you wish to drive, you then need to select the route. 

In the middle left area are the route selection menus. Click on the middle far left route picture. This will change the 

right-side area of the menu to display the routes that you have installed in Train Simulator. 

 Choosing departure and arrival stations   

Click on the route ‘map’ image directly to the right of the route picture. This will show the available departure and 

arrival points for the route. You can select them by clicking on the ones you want. 

 Changing the time and weather   

Controls for changing the time of day and weather conditions are on the lower left area. You can use these to 

adjust the time and weather settings as you wish. 

 Driving   

When you have made all your selections, press the ‘Drive’ button on the lower right side of the menu and Train 

Simulator will load your settings. 

 IMPORTANT – Filters   

In the Standard and Free Roam ‘Drive’ menus there are various locomotive and route filter options along the top of 

the right side. We strongly recommend that these are all set to ‘None’ unless you are experienced in using them.  

If you set a filter and forget to remove it, there is a strong possibility that not all the available locomotives 

and/or routes will display in the menu. 
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