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33rd edition of Surajkund International Crafts Mela will be held in Faridabad, 
Haryana from 1 to 15 February, 2019. It was formally inaugurated by 
Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis in the presence of Haryana CM 
Manohar Lal Khattar. Maharashtra is theme state and Thailand is partner country 
for year 2019. 
The highlight this year’s fair will be Raigad Fort of Maharashtra and stall of 
Australia. Raigad fort is special identity of the Maratha empire. The coronation of 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj took place on this fort. It was made his capital in 
1674 AD and here he died in 1680.  Besides, more than 32 countries, including 
Australia, are participating this time, many of which will be for the first time. 

Surajkund Mela 
It is hosted every year since 1987 to showcase richness and diversity of the 
handicrafts and cultural heritage of India. 
It is organized by Surajkund Mela Authority & Haryana Tourism in collaboration 
with Union Ministries of Tourism, Culture, Textiles and External Affairs. 
It derives its name Surajkund (Lake of the Sun) from ancient reservoir and 
amphitheatre constructed in 10th century AD by Raja Suraj Pal, one of Tomar 
chieftains. This monument was built to worship Sun God (Surya) and it resembles a 
Greek amphitheatre. 
It is largest crafts fair in the world in which traditional craftsmen (artists, 
painters, weavers and sculptors) from all parts of India and world participate. 

Objectives 
Promote handicrafts, handlooms with the aid of craftsmen invited from all over the 
country. 

33rd Surajkund International Crafts Mela held in 
Faridabad, Haryana
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Identify languishing and lesser-known crafts and to introduce them to 
patrons. 
Display crafts and loom techniques by organising demonstration sections in 
mela grounds '
Undertake promotion of export of handlooms and handicrafts 
Set up environment to display rural crafts traditions.
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Union Government has released Indian Postal Department’s special postage 
stamp on Kumbh Mela. It was released by Union Minister of State (MoS) for 
Railways and Communication Manoj Sinha. He also released first day cover of 
Kumbh Mela. Its cost is five rupees. 

Kumbh Mela (Festival of Scared Pitcher)
It is Hindu festival which is observed during Purnima (full moon) of Paush month 
(December 22- January 20) after every 12 years on tanks of a holy river to take 
dip and perform various rituals. 
It represents syncretic set of rituals related to worship and cleansing in holy 
rivers. It is the largest religious congregation and peaceful gathering on planet. 
It is held every four years by rotation at: Haridwar, Uttarakhand (on banks of 
River Ganga), Prayagraj/Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh (at confluence of River 
Ganga, Yamuna and mythological Saraswati), Nashik, Maharashtra (banks of 
Godavari) and Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh (banks of River Shipra, tributary 
Chambal River). Thus it is held every twelfth year at each of these four places. 
Bhagvat Purana is first written evidence of Kumbha Mela. Samudra manthan 
episode related to Kumbha Mela is also mentioned in Vishnu Purana, Bhagavata 
Purana, Mahabharata, and Ramayana. 
Its another written evidence is in works of Chinese traveler Huen Tsang, who 
visited India in 629–645 AD, during reign of Harsha. It was also popularised 
among people by 8th century saint Shankaracharya. 
UNESCO in December 2017 had inscribed ´KumbhMela´ on its Representative 
List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Special Postage Stamp on Kumbh Mela released



CURRENT AFFAIRS february 2019

www.studyiq.com

art & Culture

World Heritage Centre to be set up at Mayapur, West Bengal

International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) is setting up World 
Heritage Centre (WHC) housing 'spiritual camps' of 45 countries will be set up 
at Mayapur in Nadia district of West Bengal. Mayapur is global headquarters of 
ISKCON. 

World Heritage Centre (WHC) 
The camp of each country at this centre will reflect its culture, dress, lifestyle, 
food and ambience. This centre will help in attracting more tourists. 
Temple of Vedic Planetarium (TOVP) will come up at the first part of WHC. 
It will have one of biggest domes in the world. It is expected to be inaugurated 
in 2022. 
It will also have other facilities including four amusement theme-based parks. 
Besides, latest technology will be also used to bring alive tales of Lord Krishna 
in Vrindavan. It will also showcase traditional Bengali handloom and craft. 
The estimated project cost of this proposed centre has been fixed at Rs 3,000 
crore. West Bengal Government also has offered all help to the ISKCON to set 
Zup this centre.

International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) 
It is Gaudiya Vaishnava Hindu religious organization. It is known colloquially as 
the Hare Krishna movement or Hare Krishnas. 
It was founded in 1966 in New York City by A C Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada, known as Guru and spiritual master by his followers. Now it has 
around 850 temples and centres worldwide 
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Its core beliefs are based on select Hindu scriptures, particularly Bhagavad 
Gita and Bhagavata Purana, and Gaudiya Vaishnava tradition, which has had 
adherents in India since late 15th century. 
It was formed to spread practice of Bhakti yoga, in which those involved 
(bhaktas) dedicate their thoughts and actions towards pleasing Krishna, 
their Supreme Lord.
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The National Conference on Unani Medicine was recently held in New Delhi. 
It was organized by Central Council for Research in Unani Medicine 
(CCRUM), under Ministry of AYUSH as a part of 3rd Unani Day celebration 
(11 February). The theme of this conference was “Unani Medicine for 
Public Health” to highlight important role played by Unani medicine in 
public health especially in combating noncommunicable diseases (NCDs), 
lifestyle disorders and various chronic diseases by providing cost effective 
Unani treatment and quality products for patient healthcare. 

Unani Day 
It is observed every year on 11 February to mark birth anniversary of great 
Unani researcher Hakim Ajmal Khan. He was eminent Indian Unani 
physician, freedom fighter, educationist and founder of scientific research 
in Unani Medicine. This year it was 151st birth anniversary of Hakim Ajmal 
Khan. 

Unani system of medicine 
Unani is term used for Perso-Arabic traditional medicine as practiced in 
Mughals in India and in Muslim dominated cultures in South Asia and 
modern day Central Asia. 
The term Yunani in Greek means Perso-Arabic system of medicine. It had 
originated in Greece. Hippocrates is known as father of this system of 
traditional medicine. 
It was introduced to India in 13th century with establishment of Delhi 
Sultanate. Later on it took its own course of development during Mughal 

National Conference on Unani Medicine held in New Delhi
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empire rule with Indian context after it was influenced by Indian medical 
teachings of Sushruta and Charaka. 
Hellenistic origin of Unani medicine is still visible in its being based on 
classical four humours: phlegm (balgham), blood (dam), yellow bile (safra) 
and black bile (sauda). But it also has been influenced by Indian and Chinese 
traditional systems. 
Like Ayurveda, it is also based on theory of presence of elements in human 
body. According to followers of Unani medicine, these elements are present 
in bodily fluids and their balance leads to health and www.studyiq.com their 
imbalance leads to illness.
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Union Ministry of Human Resource Development (HRD) has decided to take 
immediate steps for promotion and protection of Maithili language and its 
scripts (Mithilakshar or Tirhuta). This decision was taken based on 
recommendations of committee, constituted in 2018 HRD Ministry by for 
preservation, development and promotion this ancient language. 

Recommendations of committee 
Establish script and manuscript centre at Darbhanga in any one of 
Universities namely Lalit Narayan Mithila Unviersity and Kameshwar Singh 
Sanskrit University. 
Ensure early completion of work pertaining to unicode scripts of 
Mithilakshar by Technology Development of Indian Languages (TDIL). 
Prepare audio-visual teaching materials for teaching Mithilakshar scripts. 

Maithili language and its script 
Maithili is Indo-Aryan language native to Indian subcontinent, mainly spoken 
in India and Nepal. It is one of 22 recognised languages under Eight Schedule 
of Constitution. 
Mithilakshar or Tirhuta is primary script used for written Maithili.  It is part 
of family scripts such as Bangla, Assamese, Nebari, Odia and Tibetan 
languages. 
This script of Maithili language is extremely ancient. It had come to its 
current shape by 10th Century AD.  Its oldest form is found in Sahodara 
stone inscriptions of 950 AD. 

Government to protect Maithili language and scripts
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Use of this script has been on decline since last 100 years and decimating 
culture depending upon it. 
Because its own script is not being used, the Maithili language is getting 
developed in a composite manner and currently it is written widely in 
Devanagari script.
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Goa Government will soon notify Ghumot, an indigenous earthen drum as 
"heritage musical instrument” of the state. This decision aims to take 
forward efforts of state government to conserve this heritage musical 
instrument. 

Ghumot 
It is traditional percussion instrument played during Ganesh Chaturthi 
aarties (prayers).   
It forms integral part of Goan folk, religious and temple music, both Hindu 
and Christian.  
It is basically designed clay pot, with both sides open, bigger opening has 
skin of monitor lizard (locally known as gaar) stretched taut across pot's 
mouth, forming drumhead. 
It is also used in Goan temples during spring season in orchestra called as 
Suvari Vadan. 
In recent years monitor lizard skin is replaced with skin of she-goat (female 
goat) to protect this endangered monitor lizard 

Ban 
This traditional instrument was once banned by state forest department 
due to use of monitor lizard skin in its making. 
Monitor lizards are classified as endangered wildlife species and is listed in 
Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 
This ban has been lifted in recent times makers of this traditional 

Ghumot to be declared as heritage musical instrument 
of Goa
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instruments have started replacing monitor lizard skin with skin of she-goat. 

Gift 
Ghumot was presented as gift from state to Portuguese Prime Minister 
Anotnio Costa, who is of Goan origin, during his official state visit to India in in 
2017. Goa is former Portuguese colony and was under its control for about 
450 years until it was annexed by India in 1961.
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Union Minister for Textiles Smriti Irani laid foundation stone of Hastshilp 
Complex was laid in New Delhi. It will be named as Deen Dayal Antarashtriya 
Hastshilp Bhawan after Deendayal Upadhyaya. Its construction will be 
undertaken by NBCC and is expected to be complete in 18 months 

Hastshilp Complex 
It will provide better accessibility to handicraft artisans from across country 
and SAARC nations. 
It will provide space for awardee artisans on rotation basis and preference 
will be given to differently abled artisans. This will help in increasing reach of 
artisans. 
It will also house separate research wing to carry out on endangered crafts 
and new and emerging handicraft products and markets. 
It will house total 23 shops meant for artisans, one showroom for artisans 
from SAARC countries, one kiosk, five galleries and one conventional hall. It 
will bring different offices of handicrafts which are situated at different 
places currently to one location. 
It will also house dormitory facilities for handicraft artisans from all across 
the country.

Foundation stone of Hastshilp Complex laid in New Delhi
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled world’s largest Bhagwad Gita (in 
terms of size and weight) at International Society for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON) Temple in New Delhi on the occasion of Gita Aradhana Mahotsav. It 
is dubbed as the ‘Astounding Bhagavad Gita’. 

Key Facts 
It is largest principle sacred text ever to be printed. It measures 2.8×2 
metres and weighing more than 800 kilogram. It has original verses of 
Bhagwad Gita along with commentary. 
It has artistic touch of 18 exquisite paintings and innovative elegant layout. It 
was printed in Milan, Italy on YUPO synthetic paper so as to make it 
untearable and waterproof. 

Bhagavad Gita 
Often referred as Gita (The Song of God). It is 700 verse Hindu scripture in 
Sanskrit language that is part of Hindu epic Mahabharata. 
It is set in narrative framework of dialogue between Pandava warrior prince 
Arjuna and his guide and charioteer Lord Krishna. It has three major themes: 
knowledge, action, and love. 
It presents synthesis of Hindu ideas about dharma, theistic bhakti and yogic 
paths to moksha. The synthesis presents four paths to spirituality – jnana, 
bhakti, karma, and raja yogas. These incorporate ideas from Samkhya-Yoga 
and Vedanta philosophies.

World’s largest Bhagavad Gita unveiled at Delhi’s 
ISKCON temple
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