
MESSAGE OF MARK 
This is the second of the four gospel accounts (one of the ). 

A. This record is directed primarily toward the (see Mark 5:41; 7:34; 

15:34) and therefore the message is and (note: Mark 

15:39; desire to bring other Romans to the same confession). 

1. "Straightway" and "immediately" are used times, compared to 

Matthew's 7 and Luke's 1; more often in Mark than the rest of the NT 

combined. 

2. In this book Jesus is the mighty (emphasizing His vigorous action and 

heroic service); in Matthew, Jesus is the mighty speaker; Mark has miracles 

and only parables. 

B. About the writer, . (The author is God). 

1. We are introduced to him in "Mary the mother of John whose 

surname was Mark." 

2. He departed early from the first mission tour (Acts 13:13), but later he is 

described by Paul as " to me for the ministry (II Timothy 4:11). 

3. He is a relative of (Colossians 4:10) and is referred to by Peter as 

"my " (I Peter 5:13). 

C. This is the shortest of the gospel accounts; it contains 16 chapters with a reading time of 

only 45 minutes. 

D. The theme of the book is "Behold the sen/ant (Son) of God! See His power. His authority 

and His ." This account is outlined in Mark 10:45 (Incarnation, , 

and ). "For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 

minister, and to give his life a ransom for many" (Mark 10:45) 

E. Note that from the very beginning Jesus claimed the power to forgive sins and 

it by healing the body (Mark 2:5-12). 

The message of this book centers in the " ." The word occurs times in 

this book. 

A. "The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God" (Mark 1:1; compare to 

Matthew 1:1). 

B. "Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of 

the kingdom of God" (Mark 1:14; see Matthew 16:18). 

C. "And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and 

believe the gospel" (Mark 1:15; see ). 



D. "For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my 

sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it" (Mark 8:35; ). 

E. "And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you. There is no man that hath left 

house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 

sake and the gospel's. But he shall receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses, and 

brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in 

the world to come eternal life" (Mark 10:29-30; John 10:10). 

F. "And the gospel must first be published among all nations" (Mark 13:10; see 

G. "Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole 

world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken for a memorial of her" (Mark 14:9; 

). 

H. And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 

creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall 

be damned" (Mark 16:15-16). 

Peculiarities of Mark's account. 

A. Material not given in the other accounts: (1) (the seed secretly 

sown); (2) Mark 3:21 (His kindred's ); (3) Mark 7:32-37 (the deaf and 

dumb man); (4) Mark 8:22-26 (the man); (5) Mark 13:33-37 (the householder 

and the exhortation to ); (6) Mark 14:51-52 (the young man who 

) Some assert that this young man was . 

B. Additional vividness in descriptions: (1) Mark 6:14-29 (death of 

); (2) Mark 7:1-23 (on eating with unwashed hands); (3) Mark 

9:14-19 (the demoniac boy); (4) Mark 12:28-34 (the questioning scribe). 

The verses of Mark 16 and manuscripts (both of 4**̂  century). 

A. Observation 1: The Sinaitic manuscript contains the apocryphal book of The Epistle of 

Barnabas and part of the of Shepherd Hermas. The Vatican manuscript lacks the 

books of I Timothy, II Timothy, Titus, Philemon, and Revelation. 

B. Observation 2: The Vatican manuscript was found (around 1844) on a forgotten shelf in 

the Vatican ; The Sinaitic manuscript was found in a basket of 

a convent at the foot of Mt. Sinai. 

C. The last twelve verses of Mark 16 are of God. 

A Brief Outline of Mark 
I. In Galilee and surrounding area (1:1-9:50). 

II. Events in Perea going toward Jerusalem (10:1-52). 

III. The last week (11:1-15:47). 

IV. The resurrection and some appearances (16:1-20). 


