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pastor’s physical well-being is a vital aspect of ministry.The
demands and pressures of serving God’s people can challenge even
the most physically fit pastors. If their stamina fails, pastors can find
ministry a heavy burden.

Living God, source of all strength and support, I pray for my pastor(s):

• Pour out your blessings of health and well-being.
• Let your strength be their strength as they serve.
• Support their ministry with the grace, power, and encouragement 

that come from you alone.
• Keep sickness and pain and the assaults of the devil far from them.
• Each day may they may find joy in sharing your love in Christ with 

everyone they meet.

In particular I pray for . . .

to help at church with a task you can
do well. The time and energy you save
your pastor(s) and the church staff
may give them an opportunity to
relax and renew both body and soul.

A

VOLUNTEER
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ospital calls. Home visits. Conferences. Meetings. Pastors are usually
on the go.The car often functions as a second office, as pastors drive
from place to place, fulfilling their calling as the Lord’s undershepherds
for your congregation and in your community.

Lord Jesus, today I pray for my pastor(s) as they travel, serving you and
your people:

• Guide them as they plan their day.
• Send your holy angels to protect them wherever they go,

especially as they drive.
• Give them alertness and quick reflexes.
• May they faithfully bring your Good News to many.

I pray especially . . .

to do some running for your pastor(s).
Perhaps you can pick up some 
congregational supplies or visit 
someone in the nursing home.

H

OFFER
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Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; 
be men of courage; be strong.

1 Corinthians 16:13

The LORD will keep you from all harm—he will watch
over your life; the LORD will watch over your coming

and going both now and forevermore.
Psalm 121:7–8
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e don’t own; we manage. In 1 Corinthians 4:7, St. Paul asks the
Corinthian Christians, “What do you have that isn’t from God?” The
Lord calls pastors to manage the resources God has given, just as he
calls us to faithful stewardship. Like all people, pastors at times struggle
to use their time, talents, and treasures in the best ways.

Lord Jesus, may everyone in our church grow to become more faithful
caretakers of your many, many gifts:

• Help us care for the financial needs of our pastor(s) as we would 
care for our own.

• Guide all our spiritual leaders as they make decisions about their 
personal finances.

• Make me a cheerful and generous giver who gladly supports the 
ministry in my congregation.

I pray especially . . .

of three specific ways you can 
support your church’s ministry.
Write them here:

W

THINK
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n ancient Israel, every seventh day was a day of rest. God’s people
literally stopped working.This day off was the Lord’s day, a day he gave
the nation as a gift, as a sign of his love, and as a reminder of his prom-
ise to send the Savior, in whom we find true rest from the impossible
burden of trying to save ourselves by our own efforts. Do you encour-
age your pastor(s) to take a personal day of rest? 

Lord Jesus, our pastor(s) serve you and us each time we gather to
worship.Thank you for their commitment and devotion to you and to
us. Just as they are faithful in their work, make them faithful to rest:

• Convince them that they need time off to recharge their batteries 
and to enjoy your gifts of relationships, recreation, and relaxation.

• Work in the heart of each member a sensitivity to this need and a 
respect for our pastor(s)’ time off.

• Draw our leaders to yourself in your Word for their own comfort,
strengthening, and enlightenment. May they find peace in your 
promise of eternal life in Jesus our Lord.

Above all, I pray . . .

this observation by the reformer Martin Luther: “It is necessary to impress on
people at large that all who would be called Christians owe it to God to con-
sider those worthy of double honor who minister to their souls.” How could
you express this “double honor” to your own minister(s) this week? (See also
1 Timothy 5:17.)

I

CONSIDER
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God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that
in all things at all times, having all that you need,

you will abound in every good work.
2 Corinthians 9:8

This is what the LORD commanded: “Tomorrow is to
be a day of rest, a holy Sabbath to the LORD.” 

Exodus 16:23
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aul urged his co-worker Titus to appoint elders—that is, pastors—
who were hospitable, lovers of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and
disciplined (Titus 1:8). Servants of Christ and called by him, pastors live
with an awareness of who they are and whose they are.They repre-
sent the living God to his fallen creation.What a privilege! And what a
responsibility!

I pray for my pastor(s), Lord Jesus, that you give them discipline in their
life and ministry:

• Give them zeal, Lord, to know what is worth knowing.
• Give them passion to love what is worth loving.
• Give them wisdom to value what is most precious to you.
• Give them true discernment, that they may understand and do 

those things that please you.

Above all, I pray . . .

your pastor(s) a note of encourage-
ment based on the prayers you have
prayed this week. Include words of
genuine appreciation and Christlike
concern.

P

WRITE
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A Scripture Portion to Pray for My Pastor 
and Others Who Lead in My Church

se the verses below as the basis for this weekend’s prayer for your
pastor(s) and lay leaders.You will need to alter the language a bit to 
fit your particular congregation. For example, “Lord Jesus, you are my
shepherd and the shepherd of all who lead in my church.Teach us to
trust your promise that we ‘shall not want.’ Give my leaders rest in
your green pastures . . .”

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters.

He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his 
name’s sake.

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you 
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Psalm 23

U
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He who heeds discipline shows the way to life.
Proverbs 10:17


