
Enclosed are six FREE reproducible devotions, written 
to accompany the Journey to the Cross Activity Magnet. 
Each picture square on the magnet cross goes with a word 
piece and has its own devotional outline. You may make as 
many copies of the devotions as you like for use in your own 
school, church, or organization.

Here are some ways to use the devotions . . . 

• Distribute copies in Sunday school, as part of worship 
time in your Christian day school, as part of devotional 
time in a midweek club or class, or during the Sunday 
morning children’s sermon.

• Give one Journey to the Cross Activity Magnet and 
all six devotions to families six weeks before Easter. 
Encourage grown-ups to use one devotion each week 

Family Devotions
to accompany the

Journey to the Cross
Activity Magnet

as they prepare to celebrate Easter. Families could 
also use one each day for the six days leading up to 
Resurrection Sunday.

• Host a Mom’s Day Out or other community event. Use 
the devotions to tell the story of Jesus’ victory to all the 
children who attend. Th en give each family a Journey 
to the Cross Activity Magnet and a set of devotions to 
take home.

However you choose to use these materials and the Journey 
to the Cross Activity Magnet, we pray that many individuals 
and families will be drawn closer to their Savior, Jesus, as 
they use them.

May our Lord continue to bless all the work you do for 
his people!

© 2012 CTA, Inc. Permission to make photocopies or reproduce
by any other mechanical or electronic means is granted only to the
original purchaser and is intended for use within a church or other
Christian organization, but not for resale.

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®,
NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by
permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
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Devotion 1: A Journey of Praise
Getting Started
Familiarize yourself with today’s devotion. Bookmark Matthew 
21:6–10 in your Bible so you can find it easily at the appropri-
ate time.
Attach today’s magnetic puzzle pieces (the picture of the palm 
branches and the “Praise” piece) to a metal cookie sheet or pizza 
pan. Put one magnet on each side of the pan. 
Plan a way to hold the pan so everyone can easily see the puzzle 
pieces. If you have a large group, plan to walk around the wor-
ship area so each child has the opportunity to examine the puzzle 
pieces up close. 
Think about how to distribute today’s magnet pieces. If your group is large, ask a volunteer or two 
for help. 
Place everything for today’s devotion inside a suitcase.

Introduction
(Warmly welcome the children. Ask volunteers to tell about a trip or journey they’ve taken.) Where 
did you go? What did you do? Did you take pictures or buy souvenirs to help you remember 
what you did on your journey?

In my suitcase, I have placed some items that help me remember the most important trip any-
one ever took. It’s the journey Jesus took—the journey to Easter. Let’s look inside!

Getting to the Heart
(Open the suitcase and show the children the palm branches puzzle piece.) Palm trees grew where 
Jesus lived. Very large palm branches provided some shade in that hot land. The palm branches 
remind us of Jesus’ journey to Easter. Here’s why.

On the first Palm Sunday, Jesus rode into Jerusalem. When the people heard that Jesus was 
coming, they got so excited! Jesus had helped so many people. He had made sick people well 
and sad people happy. Everyone wanted to see Jesus and welcome him to their city. Listen to 
what the Bible says about that. (Read Matthew 21:8–9 from a child-friendly version of the Bible.) 

The people honored Jesus like a king. They waved palm branches like we today might wave col-
orful flags. The people also covered the dusty road with coats and palm branches. That way, the 
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little donkey’s feet didn’t touch the ground. They honored Jesus, the Savior, in these ways. Jesus 
was coming to save the people from their sins. Jesus came to save us from our sins, too! 

God put all of our sins on Jesus: the mean words we say to our friends; the times we disobey 
our parents or teachers; the ways we hurt our sisters and brothers. Jesus, our Savior-King, took 
all of our sins to his cross. Jesus died for us and came alive again. Now, we are forgiven. Our 
sins are washed away. 

Jesus did all this for us, and we can ask him to help us with all our other troubles, too. Jesus will 
help us when we are sick or hurt or afraid. Jesus is so kind and good! He will do what is best 
for us all the time. He is our Friend and Savior.

(Move the magnetic word “Praise” next to the palm branches magnet.) People long ago praised 
Jesus with palm branches. We can praise Jesus, too! We can sing praises. We can praise our Sav-
ior with our words as we tell him how good he is, and as we speak kindly to others. We can also 
praise Jesus in the kind and loving things we do—helping our friends, obeying our parents, and 
showing kindness to everyone.

(Pray, having the children repeat each phrase after you:)
Dear Jesus, 
We are so glad
you took our sins away forever.
Help us praise you
today and always.
Amen.

Taking It Home
Before you dismiss the children, give everyone the “Praise” and palm branches magnetic pieces. As 
you do so, remind the children individually that Jesus loves them very much and forgives all their 
sins, too!
Each time you are together for devotions, they will receive two new magnet pieces, a picture piece and 
a word. When they have collected all twelve pieces, they will be able to put the pieces together to com-
plete the magnet cross.
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Devotion 2: A Journey of Service
Getting Started
Familiarize yourself with today’s devotion. Bookmark John 13:4–
14 in your Bible. 
Place today’s magnetic pieces (the picture of the bowl and towel 
and the “Service” piece) on a large metal cookie sheet or pizza 
pan. Plan a way to hold the pan so everyone can easily see the 
puzzle pieces. If you have a large group, plan to walk around the 
worship area so each child has the opportunity to examine the 
puzzle pieces up close. 
Attach the magnet pieces from last time (“Praise” and the palm 
branches) to the back of the cookie sheet. Have extra “Praise” 
pieces and palm branches available to give to children who didn’t 
receive them last time. Also, think about how to distribute today’s magnet pieces. If your group is 
large, ask a volunteer or two for help.
Place everything for today’s devotion inside a suitcase. 

Introduction
(Warmly welcome the children. Open the suitcase and show the “Praise” and palm branches pieces 
from last time.) 
We are collecting magnet pieces to help us remember the most important journey ever—Jesus’ 
journey to the cross and then to the empty tomb of Easter. Last time, we collected the first two 
pieces of a magnet puzzle—palm branches and the word praise. Who remembers what the 
people did with the palm branches? (Let volunteers comment.) Yes, they waved them like flags 
and spread them on the road to honor Jesus. Today’s journey takes us into the city of Jerusalem.

Getting to the Heart
(Show the children today’s new magnet pieces.) These are the souvenirs we’ll collect today. Let’s see 
what the Bible says about them. 

(Open your Bible to John 13, and retell a simplified version of the Bible story, like this:) 

On the night before Jesus died, he and his friends had supper together. When they arrived in 
the room where they were going to eat, no servant came to wash their feet. (In Jesus’ time, the 
roads were dusty. Everyone wore sandals or went barefoot. Usually, when people came into a 
home, a servant would wash everyone’s dusty, dirty feet.) 
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That night, no servant came. The disciples just looked at each other, wondering who would 
do this lowly, icky job. Then, to their surprise, Jesus tied a towel around his waist and began to 
wash everyone’s feet. Imagine! Jesus, the Savior-King, washing feet!

When it was Peter’s turn, he said, “No, Jesus. You shouldn’t do a servant’s job. I won’t let you 
wash my feet.”

But Jesus replied, “Peter, I am doing this to teach you something important. I want you—and 
all my friends—to serve others gladly.”

(Display today’s magnet pieces once again.) The bowl and towel remind us that Jesus was our ser-
vant, the servant who died to wash away our sins. This picture also reminds us that Jesus will 
help us be servants, too. 

Can you think of ways you might be a servant? (Remind the children that they can serve in simple 
ways, like giving Grandpa a hug or telling Mom, “I love you!” They can also serve by helping Dad in 
the garden, or befriending someone who feels lonely. As time will allow, accept other suggestions.)
Jesus served us: now he will teach us to serve. Jesus will help us notice people who need our 
help. What’s more, Jesus can give us serving hearts—happy hearts that really want to serve. 
Let’s pray about that.

(As you pray, have the children repeat each phrase after you:)
Dear Jesus, 
we are so glad
you came to be our Savior.
Forgive us
for times we have not served others gladly
and give us happy hearts
that gladly serve you
by serving those around us.
We love you, Jesus.
Amen.

Taking It Home
Distribute today’s magnet pieces and show the children how to connect them with the “Praise”/palm 
branches pieces from last time. Tell them that when they come back, you will give them the next two 
pieces. All of the pieces they receive will eventually fit together to make a cross.
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Devotion 3: A Journey of Prayer
Getting Started
Practice the devotion and place today’s magnetic pieces (the 
“Prayer” piece and the picture of praying hands) on one side of a 
large, metal cookie sheet or pizza pan. Attach the “Service” and 
“Praise” pieces, along with their pictures, to the back of the cookie 
sheet. As you present the devotion, hold the pan so everyone can 
easily see the pieces. If your group is large, plan to walk around 
with the pan so that each child has the opportunity to examine 
the magnets up close. 
Bookmark Mark 14:32–35 in your Bible. 
Think about how to distribute today’s magnet pieces. If your 
group is large, ask a volunteer or two for help. Have some extra 
pieces from the previous devotions available to send home with children who have not already re-
ceived them. Place everything you need for today’s devotion inside a suitcase.

Introduction
Our suitcase is packed and we’re ready for today’s journey. We’re going to a garden just out-
side Jerusalem. It’s not a garden with carrots and potatoes; it’s more like a park or an orchard 
with olive trees. Before we go to the garden, though, let’s look at the souvenir magnets we’ve 
collected already. 

(Show the previous word and picture magnets. Help students match “Praise” with the palm branches 
as you briefly recall Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. Also match “Service” with the bowl of water and 
towel. Remind the children that Jesus was the best servant of all and that he wants to help us serve 
others with happy hearts, too.)
Today’s journey will take us to a garden called Gethsemane. (Encourage the children to clap out 
the word’s syllables as they this word together several times: Geth-se-ma-ne.) Have you ever visited a 
garden? What did you do there? (As time will allow, let volunteers answer.)

Getting to the Heart
You might be surprised to know why Jesus went to the garden called Gethsemane. He did not 
go to look at flowers or pick vegetables. He did not go to relax and take a walk. Do you know 
why he went? Listen carefully as I read. Try to guess what our souvenir magnets will be today. 
As I read, think about a word or picture that could help us remember this special garden. 

(Read Mark 14:32–35 from a child-friendly Bible translation.)
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(Ask again:) Why did Jesus go to Gethsemane? Yes, he went to pray. (Show the “Prayer” and 
praying hands magnets.) Jesus went to Gethsemane to talk to his heavenly Father. Very soon, 
Jesus’ journey would take him to the cross where he would die for our sins. Jesus knew this part 
of his journey would be very, very hard. Jesus knew he needed his Father’s strength and help. 

Jesus was going to pay for your sins and mine—all the wrong things we do and say. Jesus had 
no sin of his own. He never did anything wrong, but he was going to let God punish him in our 
place. And so, Jesus went to Gethsemane to pray for God’s help. Do you think God, the heav-
enly Father, heard Jesus’ prayer? Yes! God heard and answered. He sent an angel to strengthen 
Jesus for what was about to happen. 

Do you pray? Do you talk to your heavenly Father? (Invite volunteers to tell about their prayers. 
Remind them,) God always listens when we talk to him. He always answers in the way he 
knows is best for us! 

Let’s talk to our heavenly Father right now. (Have the children repeat each phrase after you:)
Dear Father in heaven, 
thank you for loving us so much
that you sent your Son, Jesus, to be our Savior.
Help us love and trust you
more and more each day.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Taking It Home
Distribute today’s magnet pieces. As you do, remind the children that Jesus is their Savior. He died 
and rose again for them. Distribute magnet pieces from past devotions to those children who have not 
yet received them.
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Devotion 4: A Journey of Love
Getting Started
Practice the devotion and bookmark John 3:16 in your Bible. 
Attach the magnet piece for today’s devotion (the “Love” piece 
and the picture of a heart) on a metal cookie sheet or pizza pan. 
Have a few extra magnet pieces from Devotions 1–3 available to 
send home with children who have not previously received them. 
Think about how to distribute today’s magnet piece. If your group 
is large, ask a volunteer or two for help.
Put everything for today’s devotion in a suitcase. 

Introduction
(Warmly greet the children and invite everyone to sit down near 
you. Gesture to your suitcase.) How many suitcases can you carry at one time? Two? Three? 
Could you carry all of the suitcases for your family’s vacation? Plus, your neighbor’s and friend’s 
suitcases? Could you carry all of them at once? No way! 

Getting to the Heart
There was a time when one person carried something much more than suitcases. He carried 
the burden of all our sins. Jesus did that. He carried our sins—all of them—to his cross. 
“Sins” are all the wrong things we think, say, and do. We sin when we act in selfish ways. We 
sin when we say mean words about one another and to one another. We sin when we take 
things that don’t belong to us. We also sin when we have a chance to do good, kind things, 
but decide not to do them. 

If God punished us for our sins, it would be terrible. The punishment would be much, much 
worse than time-out. It would last for more than a year, for more than two years, for more than 
ten years. It would last forever!

We couldn’t carry the burden of our own sins, let alone the sins of others. God didn’t want to 
punish us, but he couldn’t just ignore our sins. It wouldn’t be fair to let all our wrongdoing go 
unpunished. Justice said that someone had to be punished. And that person had to be perfect. 
If he had sins of his own, he couldn’t be punished for ours! Only God’s Son, Jesus, was perfect. 
Only Jesus could carry our sins. Only he could pay the price for all our sins. He did that when 
he died on the cross. 
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Why did Jesus do it? Why did Jesus carry all of those sins? Why did he take them away for us? 
(Show the heart magnet.) Here is the answer. Jesus carried our sins to his cross and died for us 
because of love. It was not that we loved God enough, but that he loved us. He loved us so, so 
much that he was willing to sacrifice his Son, Jesus, in our place. 

(Read John 3:16 from your Bible slowly and deliberately, accenting the love of God.) Jesus carried 
our sins to the cross, and now we can be sure we have forgiveness. We can be sure that Jesus, 
our Savior, will keep us close to himself always, now and in heaven!

(Pray, having the children repeat each phrase after you:)
Dear Jesus,
you must really love us a lot!
You went to the cross
and took sin’s punishment
even though you never sinned at all!
You gladly took the punishment
we deserved.
Thank you, Jesus,
for loving us so very much.
Help us love you more each day.
Amen. 

Taking It Home
Give each child the magnet pieces for today. Also give pieces from the first three devotions in this 
series to any children who did not receive them previously. As time will allow, work together to as-
semble the pieces they have already received and match the words to the picture clues for each.
Remind the children that when they come back next time, you will give them the next two puzzle 
pieces. There are twelve pieces in all. When they have collected all the pieces, they can put them to-
gether to complete the magnet cross. 
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Devotion 5: A Journey of Sacrifice
Getting Started
Read through the devotion to become familiar with it. Bookmark 
your Bible at Luke 23:33–46.
Attach today’s magnetic pieces (the word “Sacrifice” and the pic-
ture of the cross) to a metal cookie sheet or pizza pan. Attach the 
eight pieces the children have already received to the back of the 
pan. Have extra magnet pieces available to give to children who 
have not previously received them. Think about how to distribute 
today’s magnet pieces. If your group is large, ask a volunteer or 
two for help. 
Place everything for today’s devotion inside a suitcase.

Introduction
(Welcome the children and thank them for coming. When all are seated near you, show the first 
eight assembled pieces on the back of the pan. Briefly review the “souvenirs” collected from previ-
ous “journeys.”)
Does anyone here play baseball? If you do, you know that usually, the batters try to hit the ball 
as hard as they can. If they hit it really hard, the batter can run to first, second, or third base 
and not be “out.” He might even run all the way around the bases and score a point for his team. 

But sometimes the coach tells the batter to hit the ball softly. It’s true! When a runner is already 
on base, the coach may tell the batter to bunt, to hit the ball softly. The batter will usually be 
out, but someone already on base may make it safely to the next base. We call this kind of hit “a 
sacrifice.” The batter who bunts gladly takes the out so that his teammate can make it safely to 
the next base and, eventually, score a point. 

Getting to the Heart
(Show the children the “Sacrifice” puzzle piece on the pan. Read the word to the children and invite 
them to clap out the syllables as they repeat the word a few times: Sac-ri-fice.)
This big word has a big meaning. For Jesus, it meant giving up his life so we can live. Listen! 
(Read Luke 23:33–46 from a child-friendly version of the Bible. If your listeners are very young, 
summarize the passage so that the children can understand it.)
Jesus died for our sins—every one of them—on his cross. We could say that Jesus’ sacrifice 
crossed out sins forever! (Show the children how to make an “x” with their arms—how to hold 
their arms up, bent at elbows and crossed in front of them.)
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Jesus’ sacrifice crossed out the sin of bullying. (Make an “x.”) Jesus’ sacrifice crossed out the sin 
of lying. (Make an “x.”) Jesus’ sacrifice crossed out the sin of stealing. (Make an “x.”) Jesus’ sacri-
fice crossed out the sin of not helping when we could. (Make an “x.”) 
Jesus sacrificed his life, so that we can be forgiven. Jesus sacrificed his life so we can live forever 
with him in heaven. (Turn your arms so that the “x” becomes a cross and have the children do so, 
too.) The cross reminds us that Jesus has crossed out our sins. All of our sins are forgiven, be-
cause of Jesus’ sacrifice. He is our friend now, and he will be our friend in heaven. He is our best 
friend forever! 

(Show the children the cross magnet. Match it to the word “Sacrifice.” Then, together, thank Je-
sus for loving us enough to cross out our sins forever. Have the children repeat each phrase of the 
prayer after you:)
Dear Jesus,
thank you for crossing out our sins
on your cross.
Help us remember
your sacrifice
and use your power
to live as your children.
In your name we pray,
Amen.

Taking It Home
Give each child today’s magnet pieces. Also give the first eight pieces to any of the children who have 
not previously received them. As you do so, remind everyone that Jesus sacrificed his life for them 
because he loves them.
Next time, everyone will receive the last of the magnet pieces! Then they will be able to put the whole 
cross together. Encourage everyone to come back for them. 
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Devotion 6: A Journey to Victory
Getting Started
Familiarize yourself with today’s devotion. Bookmark your Bible 
at Matthew 28:6. Assemble the entire Journey to the Cross Ac-
tivity Magnet on one side of a cookie sheet or pizza pan. 
Have a few extra Journey to the Cross Activity Magnets avail-
able to send home with children who have not previously received 
the pieces. Think about how to distribute today’s magnet pieces. If 
your group is large, ask a volunteer or two for help. 
Place everything inside a suitcase.

Introduction
(Smile as you warmly greet the children. Invite everyone to sit 
down around you, and thank them for coming.) Today is the final day of our journey together. 
When people go on a journey, how might they feel when the journey ends? (Let volunteers 
answer. If no one mentions it, be sure to say:) While traveling is fun, sometimes the best part is 
coming home again. It’s exciting to be home, and fun to tell other people all about your trip. 
(Emphasize:) Often the best part of a journey is coming home!

Today is the best part of our journey. Listen!

Getting to the Heart
(Hold an open Bible on your lap as you read or retell the Easter story from Matthew 28:1–10.) 
When Jesus’ friends came to his tomb on the first Easter morning, they felt surprised and con-
fused! (Invite listeners to make a surprised or confused face.) The big stone had been rolled back 
from the opening of the tomb. (Invite listeners to say, “Wow!”) And the tomb itself was empty. 
(Repeat “Wow!”) Jesus’ body was gone! (Have the children ask a nearby friend, “Where is Jesus?”) 
An angel told Jesus’ friends, “He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.” 

Word began to spread. 

(Whisper:) Jesus’ grave is empty. He’s our Savior-King! 

(Whisper a bit louder:) Jesus’ grave is empty. He’s our Savior-King! 

(Speak the words a bit louder:) Jesus’ grave is empty! He’s our Savior-King!

(Invite the children to shout the words with you:) Jesus’ grave is empty! He’s our Savior-King!
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As the first Easter day went on, the risen, living Jesus spoke to some women. The women were 
so excited and happy! (Invite the children to give a happy “high five” to a friend next to them.)
They ran to tell more of Jesus’ friends: 

(Whisper:) Jesus is alive. He’s our Savior-King. 

(Whisper a bit louder:) Jesus is alive. He’s our Savior-King! 

(Speak the words a bit louder:) Jesus is alive! He’s our Savior-King! 

(Invite the children to shout the words with you:) Jesus is alive! He’s our Savior-King!

(Turn the cookie sheet over to display the completed Journey to the Cross Activity Magnet. Point out 
the piece with the picture of a kingly crown.)
Jesus suffered and died so we can have peace forever, knowing all of our sins are forgiven. And 
the best part of all? Death did not win. It couldn’t keep Jesus in the tomb. God raised him from 
the dead on the first Easter. Jesus lives today. Jesus lives forever. And because he lives, we will 
live forever, too! Jesus is our Savior King! 

(Pray, having the children repeat each phrase after you:)
Dear Jesus,
help us share
the wonderful news
of your resurrection
with others today and every day.
Amen.

(Invite the children to use the various pairs of magnets to review the previous Bible truths. Point 
to individual magnet pieces, using each as a visual cue to help the children remember what they 
have learned.)

Taking It Home
Give the final pieces of the Journey to the Cross Activity Magnet to the children. Encourage them to 
assemble the cross at home and to attach it to the refrigerator or to some other surface where they will 
see it often and remember their journey to the Savior’s cross and empty tomb! 
Give magnet pieces to any of the children who have missed receiving them. As you dismiss the chil-
dren, say to each child, “Jesus has risen! He’s your Savior-King!”


