
OBJECTIVES OF THE TOW at Eben-Ezer University of Minembwe (UEMI) 

- Helping students make a connection between the Bible and work as divine calling; 

- Helping students understand the biblical essence of stewardship and spiritual renewal;  

- Preparing students for job creation and/or entrepreneurship after graduation; 

- Equipping students with important information about the protection and preservation 

of the Environment. 

 

THEOLOGY OF WORK CURRICULUM 

 

Main topics to cover:  

 
(1) Introduction and Doctrine of Work before the Fall (Creation 

Mandate, Gen:1-2) 
 

The Doctrine of Creation as described in the Old Testament teaches about the original 

state of life.  Adam and Eve are recommended to be stewards of creation. The man has 

such a mandate to work the land and protect it; he is the representative of God; a 

partner in mission of taking care of the world. In turn, the land is recommended to 

produce food for the living creatures.  

 

(2) Definition of Work: 

 

(a) Misconception of Work 

As pupil/ student, one recalls with astonishment how teachers used work as 

punishment! When students for instance have come late to school, made noises in 

class, or misbehaved at school, school administration and teachers would use work as 

corrective means to children. Therefore children grow resentment against work.  

 

(b) Work is associated with slavery and colonial subjugation. From colonial 

history, work was used to suppress, punish and overwork the colonized people. It was 

associated with force and punishment. When I was growing up, I found an expression if 



one does not go to work and wants others to do it on his/her behalf, is said to be a 

“Umzungu – white person”. This is because colonial master would have the colonized 

people do heavy work with no pay, while he sits (supervising) watching over them and 

many a times beating those who are “lazy” or tired. Work introduced by force and with 

no love is not rewarding.  

 

(c) Biblical misinterpretation of work and eschatology. Church missionary 

teaching and those who followed immediately after made accent on heavenly matters, 

with less emphasis on earthly responsibilities! All these have devalued the 

essence/meaning of work. Don’t put your eyes on earthly things but be concerned with 

what is above. Under this misinterpretation, no church do big scale businesses such as 

mining, companies, business enterprises.  

 

(d) Biblical interpretation of the Fall and the curse. Many preachers consider the 

Fall as a permanent dislocation of man from God’s blessings and promises; that God 

used work as means of punishment to Adam and Even after they sinned.   

 

(e) Meaning of work: It is a physical or mental effort or activity directed toward the 

production or accomplishment of something. According to the Apostle Paul God expects 

every Christian who can work to do so with their own hands (1Thess. 4:11-12) and not 

to be beggars and burden to others. Instead Christians are to be creative and co-

workers of God. Paul’s encouragement to work means: fulfillment and satisfaction of 

one’s efforts; it gives dignity and reward to the worker; it is a sense of responsibility; it 

binds humanity and environment together.  

 
Group discussions:  

 
What is work according to your understanding and give examples? 
 
 

(3) The Fall and its consequences (Gen 3 – Matt: 28) 
 



The Work after the Fall is marred with sin and imperfection. This interruption covers the 

period from the Fall of Adam to the time of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. During this period, man embraces work painful context. But work needs to be 

seen with hope and joy as described in the Bible (e.g. Deut. 16:15; Ecc. 8:15). 

 
Group Discussion: Share few lessons learned about consequences of sin that you 

need to avoid.  
 

(4) Doctrine of Redemption: Work after the Resurrection of 
Jesus 

 
Jesus did not come to redeem one part of the world. He came for the whole world and 

the universe! His popular slogan if we may want to call it “My Father works…. I work” 

(John 5:15).  The Apostle Paul talks of the re-designing of Work. This is very positive 

development, which reserves a special place in secular /marketplace and in spiritual 

spheres. What does Paul mean when he says that if you do not work do not eat?   

 
(5) Doctrine of Eschatology: Work in the future 

 
What is the role of Work in the world to come? Based on the Bible, the resurrection of 

Jesus inaugurates the new creation already waiting to turn this cosmos new. If there is 

hope for work as a source of everlasting happiness in the heavenly city by the biblical 

texts (Rev. 14: 13; 1Cor. 15: 58; Luke 16: 19), Christians can be a source of hope now 

and then by putting their work ethics into practice.  

 
Group Discussion: What do you think about doing a redeemed work? 
 

 
(6) Work, Justice and Good Governance 

 

In all these aspects the analysis of Theology of Work has an important role in teaching 

about justice and governance. Good leadership and stewardship make the core to 

success. We are therefore, called to do justice to the world (people, creation, businesses, 

politics, etc.). Entrepreneurship is encouraged in order to motivate Christians to get 

engaged in marketplace with love of God, integrity and truth. Micro and macro projects 



are equally destined for Christians to build, support and care for their families, 

communities, local churches and nations and environment. 

 

 (7) How do we redeem the Work? 

Original intention of God for man is to work. Genesis 1 and 2 are well explained. This is 

covered in the creation mandate. Man is at the center, co-shares responsibilities of 

taking care of creation (stewardship). After the Fall, God’s creation is marred with sin 

but not crashed. Sin only brought sweat, fatigue and lack of satisfaction in work. 

However, redemptive mission of God is to restore His image, meaning of work that 

brings, fulfillment in man’s life – that is human dignity.  

 

In the New Testament, Work is recognized and rewarded (Matthew 25; Rev. 2, etc.), 

while John shows Jesus at work all the time: “My father works till today, I also work”. 

Paul is clear that the one who does not work should not eat; James adds that faith with 

no action is dead. 

 

The church has a mission to teach and do work of redeeming people from sin and 

poverty. It is through our humble way that God gets exalted. It was through work that 

Joseph was known in Egypt. He saved his “enemy” brothers from hunger by his 

agricultural strategies and made God of Israel known in Egypt.  

 

Nehemiah got a mission of rehabilitation of Jerusalem being “a waiter, cupbearer”. We 

need to do our work not neglecting its nature but by doing it with love and joy. Daniel 

and his colleagues, Esther and Mordecai had humble beginnings but their achievements 

helped them to be in high positions serving their people. Dorcas was saved by her 

humble but significant work, just to name a few. Students of Theology of Work are to 

learn how to read the Bible and practice their faith.  

 

 (8) Called to serve, to be stewards 



As Christians, students are called to be servants of the creation. We are called to serve 

because:  

(i) God served first (works, He created the earth and heavens and cares for 

them) ; 

(ii) He commands us to be servants of creation, to take care of environment, to 

cultivate the land responsibly in order to have enough food not only for 

people but for all living creatures; 

(iii) Jesus is the Servant;  

(iv) We are called to serve our families, communities, nations and  the earth. 

(v) We are called to live and leave the world a better place than we found it - 

make extra effort to make a difference. 

 (9) Called to be reconcilers  

Students of Theology of Work must learn to be peace-builders and reconcilers as Jesus 

called us to follow him and use appropriate methods that are participatory and 

contextually meaningful.  

 
(i) Jesus builds peace between Him and God, man and creation and restores 

environment, cities (Col; The; 

(ii) God’s continuing Mission of community peace-building through the church (1 

Cor; 

(iii) Prophet Elisha’s mission healed people (2Kings: 4:8-18;5:4-14) and 

reconciled environment and its people (water sources 2Kings 2:19-22);  

(iv) Restoration of culture marred with consequences of sin: land feeds people - 

Pharaoh and Joseph’s role (Gen 41:28-41);  

(v) Pauline redemptive theology for ALL creation (Rom:8); 

(vi) Eschatological redemptive theology for ALL creation (Rev) 

(vii) Love of homeland (2Kings 5:1-3; Matt 13);  

 

Group Discussion: After all sessions, what will be your engagement of change in your 
churches and communities? 


