
The Story of Salva  on
Do you like stories? Most people do. There are all kinds of stories in the world. Some 
stories are happy, and some are sad. Some stories are fi lled with adventure. Some stories 
are scary. Some stories tell about courage and some about love. Some stories are true, 
and some stories come from people’s imagina  ons. Imaginary stories some  mes begin, 
“Once upon a  me . . .” or “Long, long ago in a place far away . . .”

I want to tell you a story today. It’s a happy story—but it has a very sad part. My story 
is fi lled with adventure, and you might think it’s a li  le scary in places. It’s a story about 
courage and about love. Best of all, this story is true. It really happened.

The story I want to tell you starts out in a beau  ful garden. God had made the 
garden as a home for the very fi rst people he created. Their names were Adam 
and Eve. God made them, and he also made the world for them. He put the sun 

and the moon in the sky for them. He put the stars and galaxies in the universe for them. All 
the lakes and rivers, streams and brooks, all the deserts and mountains, prairies and valleys—all these 
things were God’s gi  s to them—and to us.

God loved Adam and Eve very much! They loved God very much, too. But one day, everything changed. 
Here’s where the story gets very sad. Satan—the Evil One—lied about God. Adam and Eve believed 
Satan’s lie! They disobeyed God because of that lie. Disobeying God is called “sin.”

God could have thrown Adam and Eve away and started over, but God s  ll loved the people and the 
world he had made. Instead of destroying them, God promised Adam and Eve that he would send a 
rescuer, a Savior. The Savior would take away their sin. 

People waited many, many, many years for God to keep his promise. As people 
waited for the Savior, they needed to know how to show their love for God. 
They also needed to know how to get along with each other. So God gave 

them a gi  —his Law. We some  mes call this Law “the Ten Commandments.” In just ten short 
sentences, God told human beings how to show their love for him. The Commandments tell people how 
to be happy and how to make others happy, too. 

Sadly, people disobeyed God’s Law. No one kept the Ten Commandments. People went right on hur  ng 
one another in lots of diff erent ways. They cursed and swore, too. They didn’t thank God for the world he 
had created. They didn’t even thank him for his promise to send the Savior!
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God could have thrown all the people away and started over, but God s  ll loved 
the people he had made. So one day, when the  me was just right, God sent his 
very own Son to be our Savior! 

The Savior’s name was Jesus. Jesus didn’t march across the world with God’s angel army roaring behind 
him. That would have been very frightening! Instead, Jesus came to earth as a li  le baby on the very fi rst 
Christmas. He came quietly and gently, and no one was afraid. (Who could be afraid of a baby!?) 

Jesus grew up, just like we do. He was God’s very own Son, but he didn’t throw 
lightning bolts around. He didn’t bully people or hurt them. Instead, he healed 
the sick. He fed the hungry. He even raised some people from the dead! He kept 

ALL of God’s Ten Commandments perfectly.

Evil people killed Jesus, nailing him to across. Jesus let them do it, because he 
wanted to die in our place. God punished Jesus instead of punishing us for our 
sins. Jesus died, but Jesus didn’t stay dead. God raised him to life on the fi rst 

Easter. Now he lives forever as our kind, good Savior. S  ll today, Jesus loves and helps people. 
He’s my friend, and he’s your friend, too.

Jesus will never die again. He gives new life—a forever, eternal life—to all who 
trust in him. When we believe what Jesus has done for us, we want to obey 
God’s Commandments. We want to praise and thank him. We want to speak 

kind words and do kind things for other people. We especially want to tell them about Jesus 
and invite them to trust in him, too. 

One day, when our life here on this earth ends, Jesus will take us to live with him and all his friends in 
heaven. We will live there forever, all because Jesus is our kind, good Savior!
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Sum It Up.
This is the very best story of all—and it really happened! Would you like to tell this story 
to your friends so they can be Jesus’ friends, too? You can use the pictures I’m giving you 
to tell your friends this wonderful story about Jesus’ love and about what he did so our 
sins could be forgiven. This story comes from God’s Book, the Bible. Here’s a verse from 
the Bible that summarizes the story:

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16

Show listeners the card sets you have for them; point out the story summary on the back 
of your card set and the Bible verse on the front. Then give each person a set of cards.

If  me allows, help them memorize the Bible verse. You could have them prac  ce telling 
the story of Jesus to one another or go through the story again all together, le   ng a 
diff erent person tell part of the story each  me you turn to a new picture.
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