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PASSAGE-1 

 
Nearly two years later, a cousin persuaded the authorities that something was wrong. Investigating magistrate Jean-Baptiste Poli’s 
policemen made several suspicious findings: Madame Lutringer’s clothes and jewellery were still in place, a mattress showed 
bloodstains, and her scribblings on a calendar ended abruptly on June 9, 1991. Under interrogation, Lutringer broke down, saying he 
had killed his wife accidentally and then, in panic, had burned her body parts in a basement fireplace. But how “accidental” had death 
been? Poli got in touch with Jean-Marie Grafeille, a French forensic scientist and micro-analyst. 
 
When Grafeille, a lanky 50-years old chain-smoker with brown eyes and a slight stammer, inspected the Lutringer’s house, the glass 
top to a bedroom night table caught his eye; so did a heavy plastic sheet of the sort commonly used for covering wood piles. He took 
them both to his laboratory in Bordeaux. 
 
With a stainless steel scalpel, Grafeille lifted one of three tiny marks, no bigger than fly specks, off the table top. Placing it on a glass 
receptacle, he added a drop of an immuno-biological reactive serum and slid the receptacle under an optical microscope. Alphonse 
Lutringer’s crime began unfolding before his eyes. 
The sample was human blood-the same type as Madame Lutringer’s. And the microscope also revealed the characteristic debris of 
gunshot residue. 
1. Two years back which might not have been a version of the case with the police? 
(a) Madame Lutringer disappeared all of a sudden           (b) there was a burglary in the house 
(c) she might have been killed by one of the members of the family       (d) there was no direct suspect or obvious clue 
 
2. Grafeille’s investigation revealed all of the following except one. Which of the following was that? 
(a) that she was killed by a bullet   (b) that she was killed in her sleeping room 
(c) that her death was accident   (d) that the version of the story forwarded by Alphonse was false 
 
3. Which one of the following was not a clue as discovered by Poli’s policemen? 
(a) the glass top of the night lamp table     (b) the calendar   
(c) blood stained mattress      (d) her daily remarks on the date sheet 

PASSAGE-2 
Half a metre from the lip of Niagara Falls, eight metres from shore, 50 metres above the rocks below -  a man stood for nearly two 
hours in swirling 1-degree C water up to his thighs. It was a bitter cold March day, when a despondent 47-year-old man went into the 
river above the falls with the apparent  intention of ending his life. At the last moment, he changed his mind and jammed his feet into a 
rock shelf. 
 
Attempting to save him, a rescue team climbed over ice formations along the shore and went into the rapids on safety lines. But the 
powerful current prevented anyone from reaching him. A helicopter was called. 
 
“There was absolute desperation in his eyes,” said the pilot, Captain Kevin R. Caffery. As Caffery’s partner prepared to throw a line, 
the man lost his footing and shot towards the brink. Incredibly, he caught another snag. His feet dangling over the edge, he grabbed 
the life ring. And held on. 
 
Pulled to shore by police and fire rescuers, he was swept under an ice shelf at the river’s edge. An officer broke the ice with his fists, 
and the man was hauled to safety. “It was the damnedest thing, “said Fire Chief William Correa-the most fantastic rescue he’d ever 
seen. The man underwent psychiatric evaluation and has not been publicly identified. 
1. Which of the following information regarding the man is not definitely true? The man was, 
(a) willing to commit suicide (b) sad and depressed  (c) not known  (d) mentally disbalanced 
2. Which of the following information seems not definitely? 
(a) Niagara Falls are 50 meters high      
(b) there were many rocky projections 
(c) man was standing close to the mouth of the Falls  
(d) when the man changed his mind, he got then fearful of the impending death  
3. Consider the following statements: 
(i) In the helicopter Caffery and Correa were trying to save the man 
(ii) When he was saved the man was clinging to the edge  
Which of the statement(s) is/are correct? 
(a) only (i)   (b) only (ii)   (c) both (i) & (ii)  (d) none of these 
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PASSAGE-3 
 
Our home stood behind the rail road tracks. Its skimpy yard was paved with black cinders. The only touch of green we could see was 
far away, beyond the tracks over where the white folks lived. But cinders were fine weapons. All you had to do was crouch behind the 
brick pillars of a house with your hands full of gritty ammunition. And the first woolly black head you saw from behind another row 
of pillars was your target. It was fun. 
 
One day the gang to which I belonged found itself engaged in a war with the white boys who lived beyond the tracks. As usual we laid 
down our cinder barrage thinking this would wipe the white boys out.  
 
But they replied with a steady bombardment of broken bottles. We retreated. During the retreat a broken milk bottle caught me behind 
the ear, opening a deep gash. The sight of blood pouring over my face completely demoralised our ranks. My fellow combatants left 
me standing paralysed in the centre of the yard and scurried for their houses. A kind neighbour saw me and rushed me to a doctor. 
1. The locality where the author lived was 
(a) behind a brick quarry       (b) near a coal mine    
(c) far away from where the whites lived   (d) close to where the whites lived 
2. The author used the cinders for  
(a) harassing       (b) cooking his food     
(c) building houses     (d) laying them on the railroads 
3. The weapons used by the whites in the gang fight were 
(a) as effective as the author’s    (b) less effective than the author’s   
(c) more dangerous than the author’s   (d) as harmless as the author’s 
4. The author was hit by a broken bottle 
(a) as soon as the fight began    (b) during a lull in the fight 
(c) after the fight was over     (d) when the author’s gang was withdrawing 
5. At the sight of the author’s bloody wound, his friends 
(a) were terrified      (b) were filled with shame  
(c) grew very angry     (d) felt depressed and defeated 
 

Passage-4 
 
It was 7 a.m. on Sunday, June 4, 1944. Field Marshall Erwin Rommel, Commander in Chief of the German Army Group B guarding 
the occupied French Coast facing the English Channel was travelling in a car next to the driver’s seat. He was tired of waiting for the 
Allied invasion to begin. 
 
Leaving on this particular dismal Sunday morning suited Rommel fine. The timing of the trip could not have been better for the 
weather was so bad that the Allies would not even think of a landing. Beside him on the seat was a cardboard box containing a pair of 
handmade grey-shade shoes, size 5.5, for his wife Lucie-Maria. There was an especial and very human reason why he wanted to be 
with her on Tuesday, June 6. It was her birthday 
 
1. Rommel was 
 (a) a famous German detective during the Second World War 
 (b) the Commander in chief of the German army in occupied France 
 (c) a war weary old man 
 (d) a German messenger during the war 
 
 
2. Rommel was going back to Germany because 
 (a) he was afraid of facing the Allies   (b) he was bored with the war 
 (c) he was annoyed with the weather in France  (d) he was homesick and wanted to see his wife 
3. Rommel considered June4, the best time to leave because 
 (a) the weather conditions ruled out an Allied invasion (b) all his junior Generals were present there      
 (c) by then the enemy was not ready for the attack (d) he had to consult Hitler 
4. The contents of the cardboard box had for Rommel 
 (a) strategic importance     (b) great monetary significance   
 (c) sentimental value      (d) not much value 
5. Rommel was keen to be with his wife on that day because it was 
 (a) their wedding day      (b) her birth day 
 (c) their son’s birthday      (d) Hitler’s birthday 
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PASSAGE - 5 
If a man has not decided to become an ascetic, he should not shun those pleasures which the world so generously places at his 
disposal. But these should be harmless pleasures; otherwise they will land him into difficulties and change his state of happiness into 
one of sorrow. Drunkards and gamblers who seek riotous pleasures can neither get real happiness for themselves nor give it to others. 
If a person does his work, and at the end of his day’s work has some tell to him for recreation, there is no reason why he should not 
feel a sense of contentment in life. A man who is overburdened with work and who is always worrying about his livelihood cannot 
have peace of mind which is an important ingredient of happiness. Most of the people of this world do not possess this peace of mind. 
If you live well and live decently, honestly and truthfully, there is every chance for you to find pleasure in your work and also in the 
company of your friends and relations. 
A very important rule which a man who wants to lead happy life should observe, is that he must try to have full control over his 
temper Irritable natures are seldom happy. People who are jealous of other success should do his job well and do it efficiently, seek 
leisure and relaxation as much as he can, keep his mental balance and never allow himself to fall a pray to such passions as anger, 
hatred and jealousy. 
1. What does the author suggest in the first sentences of the passage? 
(a) He suggests that we should become indifferent to the worldly pleasures. 
(b) A man must enjoy all those pleasures, which are offered to him by the world. 
(c) One should be generous in the enjoyment of worldly pleasures. 
(d) One must not decide to become an ascetic.  
(e) None of these. 
2. What does the author tell us about the drunkards and gamblers? 
(a) They experience riotous pleasures.  (b) They bring happiness not only to themselves but also to others. 
(c) They bring happiness only to themselves.  (d) They can never experience true happiness.  
(e) They bring happiness neither to themselves no to others. 
3. How can a person feel a sense of contentment? 
(a) by doing his work honestly.   (b) by combining work and recreation. 
(c) by sparing time for recreation.   (d) by overburdening himself with work.        (e) None of these. 
4. What according to the author, is necessary for the feelings of happiness? 
(a) Peace of mind (b) Recreation  (c) Honest livelihood    (d) Earning livelihood        (e) None of these. 
5. How can a person find pleasure in is work? 
(a) By working in the company of his friends and relatives. (b) By living decently.    
(c) By living honestly and truthfully.   (d) By living nicely, decently, truthfully and honestly.    (e) None of 
these. 
6. Which rule should a person observe for leading a happy life? 
(a) He should tame his anger.    (b) He should not feel jealous of others success. 
(c) He should maintain his mental equilibrium.  (d) He should do his job well and efficiently.                   (e) All of 
these. 
7. What should a happiness seeker avoid? 
(a) Apathy from work.  (b) Anger  (c) Hatred  (d) Jealousy             (e) All of these 
8. An ASCETIC is a person who..................... 
(a) Does not take interest in worldly affairs.    (b) is against pleasure-seeking.  
(c) Lives a very simple and religious life and gives up all worldly pleasures. (d) leaves his family.                        (e) None of 
these. 
9. “Fall a prey to” means 
(a) Become a victim (b) Get addicted to      (c) Be affected to     (d) Be under the influence of   (e) Be indifferent to  
10. One of the following words is SAME in meaning to the word “riotous”. Locate it. 
(a) Mirthful  (b) Joyous  (c) Loud  (d) Unlimited   (e) Chaste 
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We find that today the unity and integrity of the nation is threatened by the divisive forces of regionalism, 
linguism and communal loyalties, which are gaining ascendancy in national life and seeking to tear apart and 
destroy national integrity. We tend to forget that India is one nation and we are all Indians first and Indians last. It is 
time we reminded ourselves what the great visionary and builder of modern India Jawaharlal Nehru said, “Who dies 
if India lives, who lives if India dies?” We must realise, and this is unfortunately what many in public life tend to 
overlook, sometimes out of ignorance of the forces of history and sometimes deliberately with a view to promoting 
our self-interest, that national interest must inevitably and forever prevail over any other considerations proceeding 
from regional, linguistic or communal attachments. The history of India over the past centuries bears witness to the 
fact that India was at no time a single political unit. Even during the reign of the Maurya dynasty, though a large part 
of the country was under the sovereignty of the Mauryan kings, there were considerable portions of the territory 
which were under the rule of independent kingdoms. So also during the Mughal rule which extended over large parts 
of the territory of India, there were independent rulers who enjoyed political sovereignty over the territories of their 
respective kingdoms. It is an interesting fact of history that India was forged into a nation, neither on account of a 
common language nor on account of the continued existence of a single political regime over its territories but on 
account of a common culture evolved over the centuries. It is cultural unity-something more fundamental and 
enduring than any other bond, which may unite the people of a country together, which has welded this country into 
a nation. But until the advent of the British rule, it was not constituted into a single political unit. There were, 
throughout the period of history for which we have fairly authenticated account, various kingdoms and 
principalities which were occasionally engaged in conflict with one another. During the British rule, India became a 
compact political unit having one single political regime over its entire territories and this led to the evolution of the 
concept of a nation. This concept of one nation took firm roots in the minds and hearts of the people during the 
struggle for independence under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. He has rightly been called the Father of the 
Nation because it was he who awakened in the people of this country a sense of national consciousness and instilled 
in them a high sense of patriotism without which it is not possible to build a country into nationhood. By the time 
the Constitution of India came to be enacted, insurgent India, braking a new path of non-violent revolution and 
fighting to free itself from the shackles of foreign domination, had emerged into nationhood and the people of India 
were inspired by a new enthusiasm, a high and noble spirit of sacrifice and above all, a strong sense of nationalism 
and in the Constitution which they framed, they set about the task of a strong nation based on certain cherished 
values for which they had fought.     
1. The author has quoted Jawaharlal Nehru to emphasise the point that 

(a) national interest must enjoy supreme importance  
(b) India is going to survive even if the world is under the spell of destruction 
(c) the world will be destroyed if India is on the threshold of destruction  
(d) the survival of the world depends only upon the well-being of India 
(e) none of the above 

2.  What, according to the author, is the impact of the divisive forces on our nation? 
(a) they promote a sense of regional pride 
(b) they help people to form linguistic groups 
(c) they separate groups of people and create enmity among them  
(d) they encourage among people the sense of loyalty to their community 
(e) they remind us of our national pride 

3. “Communal loyalties” have been considered by the author as 
(a) a good quality to be cherished 
(b) of no consequence to the nation 
(c) a very important aspect for nation-building  
(d) a threat to the solidarity of the nation 
(e) none of the above 
 

4. Which of the following was instrumental in holding the different people of India together? 
(a) a common national language 
(b) a common cultural heritage 
(c) the endurance level of the people  
(d) fundamentalist bent of mind of the people 
(e) none of the above 

5. The passage appears to have been written with the purpose of 
(a) giving a piece of advice to politicians of free India 
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(b) assessing the patriotic values and sacrifices made by people for India’s freedom  
(c) justifying the teaching of Mahatma Gandhi and its impact on the people 
(d) giving a historical account of how India evolved as a nation 
(e) none of the above 

6. History shows that India, which was not a political unit earlier, became so 
(a) during the reign of Maurya dynasty  
(b) during the Mughal rule 
(c) after one-national-language policy was adopted  
(d) during the regime of independent rulers 
(e) during the British rule 

7. Which of the following statement(s) is/are definitely true in the context of the passage? 
(i) the people of India had fought for certain values 
(ii) the fight of the Indian people was for one common culture 
(iii) the Indian people lacked sense of nationalism until they gained freedom  
(a)  only (i) (b) only (ii) 
(c) only (iii) (d) (i) and (ii) only 
(e) (i) and (iii) only 

8. Which of the following, according to the passage, was commonly applicable to both the Maurya dynasty 
rule and Mughal rule? 
(i) a vast territory under governance 
(ii) various independent sovereign rulers under one major ruler 
(iii) lack of political unity under the common governance  
(a) (i) and (ii) only (b) (ii) and (iii) only 
(c) (i) and (iii) only (d) all the three 
(e) none of these. 

9. Why do people tend to overlook the paramount importance of national interest? 
(i) because they are unaware of the imperative need of the day 
(ii) because they give undue importance to their selfish motives 
(iii) because historical events force them to do so 
(a) only (i) (b) only (ii) 
(c) only (iii) (d) (i) and (ii) only 
(e) (ii) and (iii) only 

10. The “people of India” as highlighted by the author in the last sentence of the passage, refers to 
(a) the people of one unified nation 
(b) the subjects of several independent rulers 
(c) the patriots who sacrificed themselves in the freedom struggle  
(d) the people who were instrumental in writing the Constitution 
(e) none of these. 

11. India’s insurgence was for 
(a) breaking the path of non-violence 
(b) having one common national language 
(c) insisting on a unique cultural identity  
(d) several independent sovereign rulers 
(e) none of these  

12. Transformation of our country into nationhood was possible because of 
(i) people’s spontaneously referring Mahatma Gandhi as the Father of the Nation 
(ii) people’s sense of national consciousness 
(iii) generation of high sense of dedication to the nation among the people 
(a) (i) and (ii) only (b) (i) and (iii) only 
(c) (ii) and (iii) only (d) all the three 
(e) none of these 

Directions (13-16) : Choose the word/group of words which is most nearly the same in meaning to the word 
given in bold as used in the passage. 
13. awakened 

(a) moved (b) segregated 
(c) extracted (d) kindled 
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(e) supported 
14. cherished 

(a) maintained carefully  
(b) available abundantly 
(c) managed tactfully  
(d) accepted happily 
(e) protected lovingly 

15. authenticated 
(a) established (b) documented 
(c) hearsay (d) audited 
(e) maintained 

16. proceeding 
(a) escaping (b) ranging 
(c) emanating (d) deviating 
(e) freeing 
 

Directions (17-20) : Choose the word which is most opposite in meaning to the word given in bold as used in 
the passage. 
 
17. considerable 

(a) inconsiderate (b) uncountable 
(c) unfathomable (d) irresolute 
(e) negligible 

18. welded 
(a) disjointed (b) installed 
(c) disembarked (d) dislocated 

19. attachments 
(a) predicaments (b) hatred 
(c) harmony (d) mistrust 
(e) loyalty 

20. deliberately 
(a) reluctantly (b) unintentionally 
(c) unauthorized (d) wrongly 
(e) notoriously  
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Passage - 7 The happy man is the man who lives objectively, who has free affections and wide interests, who secures his happiness through these interests and affections and through the fact that they, in turn, make him an object of interest and affection to many others. To be the recipient of affection is a potent cause of happiness, but the man who demands affection is not the man upon whom it is bestowed. The man who receives affection is, speaking broadly, the man who gives it. But it is useless to attempt to give it as a calculation, in the way in which one might lend money at interest, for a calculated affection is not genuine and is not felt to be so by the recipient. What then can a man do who is unhappy because he is encased in self? So long as he continues to think about the causes of his unhappiness, he continues to be self-centered and therefore, does not get outside it. It must be by genuine interest, nor by simulated interests adopted merely as a medicine. Although this difficulty is real, there is nevertheless much that he can do if he has rightly diagnosed his trouble. If, for example, his trouble is due to a sense of sin, conscious or unconscious, he can first persuade his conscious mind that he has no reason to feel sinful, and then proceed to plant this rational conviction in his unconscious mind, concerning himself meanwhile with some more or less neutral activity. If he succeeds in dispelling the sense of sin, it is possible that genuine objective interests will arise spontaneously. If his trouble is self-pity, he can deal with it in the same manner after first persuading himself that there is nothing extraordinarily unfortunate in his circumstances. If fear is his trouble, let him practice exercises designed to give courage. Courage has been recognized from time immemorial as an important virtue, and a great part of the training of boys and young men has been devoted to producing a type of character capable of fearlessness in battle. But moral courage and intellectual courage have been much less studied. They also, however, have their technique. Admit to yourself every day at least one painful truth, you will find it quite useful. Teach yourself to feel that life would still be worth living even if you were not, as of course you are, immeasurably superior to all your friends in virtue and in intelligence. Exercises of this sort prolonged through several years will, at last, enable you to admit facts without flinching and will, in so doing, free you from the empire of fear over a very large field.      1. According to the passage, calculated affection (a) appears to be false and fabricated  (b) makes other person to love you (c) turns into permanent affection over a period of time  (d) leads to self-pity (e) gives a feeling of courage 2.  Who, according to the passage, is the happy man? (a) who is encased in self (b) who has free affection and wide interests (c) who is free from worldly passions  (d) who has externally centred passions (e) none of the above 3. Which of the following statements is not true in the context of the passage? (a) the happy man has wide interests  (b) courage has been recognized as an important virtue (c) unhappy man is encased in self (d) a man who suffers from the sense of sin must tell himself that he has no reason to be sinful (e) issue of intellectual courage has been extensively studied 4. Which of the following virtues, according to the passage, has been recognized for long as an important virtue? (a) patriotism (b) sacrifice (c) courage (d) self-consciousness (e) none of the above  5. Which of the following words is similar in meaning to the word ‘bestowed’ as used in the passage? (a) conferred (b) accommodated (c) trusted (d) withdrawn (e) directed 
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6. Which of the following, according to the passage, has not been studied much? (a) feeling of guilt and self-pity  (b) the state of mind of an unhappy man (c) how to get absorbed in other interests (d) moral and intellectual courage (e) none of the above  7. What should a man do who is suffering from the feeling of self-pity? (a) he should control his passions and emotions (b) he should persuade himself that everything is alright in his circumstances (c) he should seek affection from others (d) he should develop a feeling of fearlessness (e) he should consult an expert to diagnose his trouble 8. What happens to a man who demands affection? (a) his feelings are reciprocated by others  (b) he tends to take a calculated risk (c) he becomes a victim of a vicious circle (d) he takes affection for granted from others (e) none of the above 9. If a man is suffering from a sense of sin (a) he should invite opinion of others  (b) he should admit his sin at once (c) he should consciously realize that he has no reason to feel sinful (d) he should develop a fearless character (e) he should develop an internal focus of control 10. Which of the following statements is true in the context of the passage? (a) all passions stem from unhappiness  (b) the happy man lives subjectively (c) any virtue has a dark side also  (d) one feels happy if one receives affection (e) any affection is always genuine 11. Which of the following statements is similar in meaning to the word ‘flinching’ as used in the passage? (a) wincing  (b) convincing (c) explaining (d) providing (e) debating 12. How can one get out of the vicious circle mentioned in the passage? (a) by practicing skills of concentration  (b) by inculcating the habit of self-absorption (c) being true to others and one’s internal circumstances  (d) admitting to oneself that others could be right (e) none of the above 13. Which of the following words is opposite in meaning to the word ‘dispelling’ as used in the passage? (a) giving (b) accumulating (c) projecting (d) scattering (e) receiving 14. What according to the passage, is the real cause of happiness? (a) material rewards and incentives received (b) critical analysis of the happy state of mind (c) affection received from others (d) calculated risk taken (e) none of the above 15. What happens when you think about the cause of your unhappiness? (a) you try to introspect and look critically at yourself 
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(b) you realize that life can be lived in different ways (c) you try to practice exercise, designed to give coverage (d) you remain a self-centered person (e) none of the above Passage-8  The stubborn persistence of child malnutrition in India is one of the tragedies of our time. Many of us have long agonised over this preventable problem, and we continue to ask: why do half of our children not get enough or the right food or adequate care? Even in sub-Saharan Africa, only 30 per cent of the children are malnourished, versus 50 per cent in the South Asia. And this gap exists despite our much higher levels of per capita income, education and even safer water access.   One-third of the babies in India are born with low birth weight compared to one-sixth in sub-Saharan Africa. This is heartbreaking given the dramatic improvements in our agriculture, advances in literacy, and great strides in economic growth. For more than 20 years India has even sustained the greatest effort in history to improve nutritional standards, according to UNICEF, through its Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Programme. So it is not for lack of effort. Not is it due to poverty, which has been steadily declining by one per cent a year for two decades. What accounts for this puzzle?   In 1996, India’s famous physician nutritionist wrote a ground-breaking article on this called The Asian Enigma. After considering different factors, including access to food and income and our vegetarianism, he concluded that the lower status of women might be the reason. The link between women’s status and child nutrition seems plausible. In many Indian homes, men eat first; women have to make do with leftover. This is perhaps why 83 cent of woman in India suffers from deficiency-anemia versus 40 percent in sub-Saharan Africa. A malnourished mother will give birth to a baby with low birth weight. Moreover, domestic work often forces a mother to delegate the chore of feeding solid food to her baby to older siblings. If women had more control over family income and decisions, they would devote them to better pre- and post-natal care and to their children.  So far this was the theory. But now a study by the International Food Policy Research Institute and Emory University seems to confirm this hypothesis. It brought together data from 36 developing countries, spanning over one hundred thousand children under the age of three and an equal number of women. It measured a woman’s position in the home- whether she works for cash, her age at marriage, and the difference in age and education between spouses. The study concludes that the lowly position of women in the family is the single most important reason for the gap in children’s nutrition between the South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa, followed by sanitation (lack of latrines) and urbanization (slum living).  I wonder why the position of women in India is worse than that of women in other societies. The report seemed to suggest that the South Asian women were not so far behind African women as their inferior status too limited their ability to nurture children. I also wonder whether children’s well-being is only a woman’s issue or a family concern where men play a crucial role. I suspect there are no easy answers. Women everywhere suffer from lower status, but in India it appears to have devastating consequences. The policy implications are clear: if we want to reduce child malnutrition, we must combine our child programmes with efforts to improve the situation of women. To succeed, we need healthy children who will become tomorrow’s innovative adults. If we ignore gender inequality, we will continue to produce stunted children, wasted lives, and untold misery.  1. A hypothesis related to low birth weight has now been confirmed. According to this, the major reason for this state is  (a) vegetarianism  (b) illiteracy  (c) illiteracy of women (d) status of women  (e) slum living  2. Which type of scheme indicates that there was no lack of efforts in India for the last two decades to improve the     situation? 
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 (a) literacy (b) rural development  (c) child development  (d) family planning  (e) poverty alleviation   3. According to the author  (a) child malnutrition can be reduced with the help of child nutrition schemes  (b) increased family income would result in better pre and post-natal care  (c) men should play more involved role in children’s well being  (d) India has not put sustained efforts to improve nutritional standards  (e) 30% of our children still do not get enough food 4. Which of the following is the major reason for a large number of women in India suffering from iron deficiency?  (a) women not getting sufficient food   (b) more women eating only vegetarian food  (c) women not eating balanced food   (d) lack of proper medical check-up  (e) none of these 5. According the passage, the problem of child malnutrition  (a) cannot be prevented  (b) is not so severe now  (c) is the same in all the developing nations  (d) is linked with poverty  (e) none of these 6. Choose the word that is similar in meaning to the word ‘plausible’ as used in the passage.  (a) deceptive (b) certain  (c) feeble  (d) likely   (e) uncertain 7. Choose the word that is similar in meaning to the word ‘stubborn’ as used in the passage.  (a) incurable (b) determined (c) unduly  (d) regular   (e) different 8. Choose the word that is similar in meaning to the word ‘spanning’ as used in the passage.   (a) covering (b) pointing  (c) bringing  (d) improving   (e) duration 9. In which of the following areas is South Asia’s performance better than that of sub-Saharan Africa?  (a) safer drinking water      (b) lower infant mortality rate    (c) higher status of women     (d) higher birth weight of children   (e) none of these 10. According to the author, the crux is  (a) women have lower status everywhere as compared to men  (b) improvement of sanitation and slum conditions  (c) that in India, the per capita income and education level of women is very low  (d) low status of women has horrifying result on child malnutrition  (e) none of these 11. Which of the following was one of the measures of women’s  (a) number of children      (b) difference in husband’s and wife’s income  (c) weights of child at birth     (d) age of marriage  (e) none of these 12. What according to the passage is heartbreaking?  (a) India’s performance lower than Africa     (b) failure of ICDS programme  (c) sub-Saharan Africa’s every one-sixth child being born with low weight  (d) the puzzle of poverty declining only by one per cent a year  (e) higher status of woman in Asia 13. Choose the word that is similar in meaning to the word ‘dramatic’ as used in the passage?  (a) literary (b) striking  (c) insignificant   (d)   exaggerated  (e) doctored   


