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1 Line History 
 
Falmouth Branch Line, or The Maritime Line as it is also some times referred to, is a 
railway line that runs in the valley of the River Fal from Truro to Falmouth on the 
south coast of Cornwall, United Kingdom. 
 
Built by the Cornwall Railway company, it consisted of a broad gauge railway 7' 0 
1/4" from Plymouth to Falmouth. The purpose of the scheme was to link London with 
Falmouth, from where packet ships sailed to destinations in Europe, Africa, and 
America. The section from Plymouth to Truro opened on 4 May 1859, and the 
inhabitants of Falmouth soon put pressure on the company to extend the line to their 
town as originally intended. The extension opened on 24 August 1863 though sadly 
by which time the packet ships had been diverted elsewhere. After much of the West 
Cornwall Railway was converted to standard gauge in 1867 the Truro to Falmouth 
line tended to be operated as a branch, with the trains from London Paddington 
operating to Penzance instead. 
 

 
 
The original stations on the line were at Truro, Perranwell (known as Perran until 19 
February 1864), Penryn, and Falmouth (Falmouth Docks circa. 2010). Penmere was 
added on 1 July 1925, and Falmouth Town (originally known as The Dell) opened on 
7 December 1970. The line terminated at The Dell for five years before reopening to 
the original terminus. 
 
The branch remained roughly the same until a modernisation programme in the 
1920s began some upgrades, including a new station at Penmere, a realigned station 
at Penryn and a few slight tweaks to the route. Four of the timber viaducts were 
replaced with stone ones, while the other four were replaced with embankments. 
Curiously, two of the new viaducts were built for double track. 
 
The Cornwall Railway was amalgamated into the Great Western Railway on 1 July 
1889. Following the amalgamation, plans were put in place for conversion to 
standard gauge, which took place over the weekend of 21 May 1892. The Great 
Western Railway was nationalised into British Railways from 1 January 1948. 
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Britain's railways were privatised in the 1990s. At privatisation, the line was operated 
by Wales and West Train operating company for a few years until the company split. 
From 14 October 2001, the Maritime Line became the responsibility of Wessex Trains. 
When the franchise became due for renewal, the tender was won by First Great 
Western and the company took over the operation on 1 April 2006. 
 
The Maritime Line is one of the railway lines supported by the Devon and Cornwall 
Rail Partnership, an organisation formed in 1991 to promote railway services in the 
area. The line is promoted by many means such as regular timetable and scenic line 
guides, as well as leaflets highlighting leisure opportunities such as walking, 
birdwatching, and visiting country pubs. 
 
The Maritime Line rail ale trail was launched in 2003 to encourage rail travellers to 
visit pubs near the line. Of the 14 participating pubs, four are in Truro, one in 
Perranwell, three in Penryn, and six in Falmouth. 5, 10 or 14 stamps collected in the 
Rail Ale Trail leaflet entitle the participant to claim special Maritime Line Rail Trail 
souvenir merchandise. 
 
Wessex Trains painted a Class 150 two-car DMU (number 150265) in coloured 
pictures promoting the line and named it The Falmouth Flyer. The unit continued in 
service with First Great Western when the company won the franchise but it has now 
been repainted in the standard fleet colours. While in the pictorial livery the worked 
throughout the southwest, not just on its named line. 
 
The branch was designated by the Department for Transport as a community rail line 
in September 2006. This aims to increase the number of passengers and reduce 
costs. Strategies for investigation include more effective revenue collection, a 
passing loop, improved bus links, and working with ferry operators and colleges in 
the area. 
 
 

Falmouth Branch Line in Railworks 

Falmouth Branch line in RailWorks is presented in the post-war years of the 1950s.  
Some war-time infrastructure remains, such as the Ministry of Defence oil depot 
sidings at Penmere.  This is during the steam era before diesel locomotives rose to 
prominence in the 1960s. 
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2 Rolling Stock 
The following items of rolling stock are provided with the Falmouth Branch.   

2.1 GWR Class 5700 Pannier Tank Engine 

Technical Data: 
Total Built: 863 
Weight:  48.26t 
Length: 31'2"(9.5m) 
Engine Power: 750Hp (559kW) 
Max Speed: 60Mph (96Kph) 
Fuel Capacity: 3t Coal / 1,400gal (5,500L) Water 
 

 
 
The Great Western Railway (GWR) 5700 Class is a class of 0-6-0 pannier tank steam 
locomotive, built between 1929 and 1950. 863 were built, making them the second 
most-produced British class of steam locomotive. The GWR had favoured Pannier 
Tank locomotives since 1911 when they had started rebuilding saddle tank 
locomotives built between 1870 and 1905 into this style. By 1929 these older 
locomotives were in need of replacement. 
 
The first 5700s were almost identical in appearance to several of the older converted 
locos (e.g. classes 645, 1701, 1854, 2721) and had round spectacles (windows) in 
the cab front, but those built after 1933 from 8750-onwards had rectangular windows 
and a slightly different cab profile virtually identical to the style introduced with the 
GWR 5400 Class in 1931. Whilst they can be viewed as a simple update of the GWR 
2721 Class, the Collett improvements were worthwhile and the class became as 
synonymous with the GWR as Castles and Kings, lasting until the end of steam on the 
Western Region of British Railways. 
    
The last 5700 in service was at Mountain Ash colliery, where it was working well into 
the 1970s and could still be seen on shed in 1980. 
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2.2 GWR Class 4900 Hall Locomotive 

Technical Data: 
Total Built: 259 
Weight:  121t 
Length: 63'(19.2m) 
Engine Power: 1,850Hp (1379kW) 
Max Speed: 100Mph (160Kph) 
Fuel Capacity: 6t Coal / 4000gal (18,000L) Water 
 

 
 
The Great Western Railway 4900 Class or Hall Class is a class of 4-6-0 mixed traffic 
steam locomotives designed by Charles Collett. A total of 259 were built, numbered 
4900 - 4999, 5900 - 5999 and 6900 - 6958. The LMS Stanier Class 5 4-6-0 and LNER 
Thompson Class B1 both drew heavily on design features of the Hall Class. After 
nationalisation in 1948, British Railways gave them the power classification 5MT. 
 
In what amounted to a trial run the first 14 were despatched to the arduous proving 
grounds of the Cornish main line. However they were so successful here and 
elsewhere on the GW system that by the time the first production batch of 80 had 
been completed in 1930 a further 178 were on order. By 1935, 150 were in service 
and the 259th and last Hall, No. 6958 Oxburgh Hall, was delivered in 1943. 
  
All but one of the original Collett Halls entered British Railways service in 1948, the 
exception being No. 4911 Bowden Hall which took a direct hit during a bombing raid 
on the Plymouth area in April 1941 and was broken up. Official withdrawals began in 
1959 with the prototype Saint Martin. Its accumulated mileage, both in its original 
form and rebuilt form, was a remarkable 2,092,500 miles. 
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2.3 Falmouth Docks & Engineering Co. Loco No.3 

Technical Data 
Total Built: unknown 
Weight:  121t 
Length: 20'(6.25m) 
Engine Power: 120Hp (89kW) 
Max Speed: 20Mph (32Kph) 
Fuel Capacity: 0.8t Coal / 650gal (2,460L) Water 
 

 
 
The earliest tank locomotives date from the 1840s, one of the first of which was used 
to build branch lines along the London, Brighton and South Coast Railway in the UK. 
In spite of the early belief that such locomotives were inherently unsafe, the idea 
quickly caught on, particularly for industrial use and five manufacturers exhibited 
designs at an Exhibition in 1851. 
 
For the Saddle Tank Locomotive, the tank sits on top of the boiler like a saddle. 
Usually the tank is curved in cross-section, although in some cases there were 
straight sides surmounted by a curve (like an inverted 'U'). Saddle tanks were a 
popular arrangement especially for smaller locomotives in industrial use.  
  
Worldwide, tank locomotives varied in popularity. They were more common in areas 
where space was at a premium, especially areas where the railways came later and 
had to fit into the towns rather than the towns growing around the railway. 
 
As the trains being hauled are usually light, tank locomotives are more fuel efficient 
to operate than a larger tender locomotive. Add to this the lower cost of maintaining 
the engine and the lower amount of wear and tear on the track. 
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2.4  Mk1 Coaches 
Also provided in this add-on are new Mk1 coaches which have been remodelled from 
scratch.  These are provided in both Crimson and Chocolate liveries and have four 
variants each: First, Second, Brake and Guard. 
 

 
 

2.5 Freight Wagons 

Freight rolling stock provided in this add-on are: 
• Conflat 
• 3-Plank 
• 3-Plank (canvas) 
• 5-Plank 
• 5-Plank (canvas) 
• 7-Plank 
• Brake Van 
• Standard Van 
• Standard Van (Red) 
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3 Free Roam Scenarios 
Free Roam scenarios have no goals which to meet, allowing you to drive around a 
route at your leisure.  All junctions in Free Roam scenarios are manual which means 
they can be set by the player.  You can jump to drive another train if it is nearby by 
clicking on the locomotive. 

3.1 Cattle Docks 
• Date   August 1953   

• Season  Summer 

• Start Location Perranwell Goods Yard 
 

3.2 Dock Side 
• Date   March 1953  

• Season  Spring 

• Start Location Falmouth Docks 
 

3.3 Harbour View 
• Date   July 1953  

• Season  Summer 

• Start Location Falmouth Station 

3.4 Hill Climb 

• Date   September 1956  
• Season  Autumn 

• Start Location Penryn Goods Yard 

 

3.5 Truro West Box 

• Date   November 1954  
• Season  Winter 

• Start Location Truro Station 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

RailWorks – Falmouth Branch 

 

© Copyright RailSimulator.com 2010, all rights reserved Release Version 1.0 
 
   

Page 9 

4 Standard Scenarios 
Standard scenarios have a story and objectives which must be met in order to 
complete.  These objectives are listed in the F1 task list.  If an objective is 
timetabled it will have the required times listed next to it.  If you do not meet that 
timetable the task will count as failed.  In order to complete a standard scenario all 
objectives must be successful. 

4.1 Harbour Haulage 
• Date   April 1953 

• Rating  Hard 
• Duration  30mins    

• Season  Spring 
• Start Location Falmouth Harbour 

 

Falmouth Harbour provides maintains a critical flow of goods for both Cornwall and 
abroad. This service is assisted by the Docks own Saddle Tank Shunter. Get ship 
shape by sorting the various goods around Falmouth docks. 

4.2 The Dawn Shift 
• Date   December 1954   

• Rating  Easy 
• Duration  30mins 

• Season  Winter 
• Start Location Truro Station 

 

Drive the usually quiet first service of the day down the length of the line, gently 
easing yourself into your shift. 
 

4.3 The Maritime Line 

• Date   June 1954   

• Rating  Easy 
• Duration  25mins 

• Season  Summer 

• Start Location Truro Station 
 

Take control of the Cornish Riviera Express on this rare occasion that sees it take in 
the sights of the beautiful Falmouth Branch Line and docks. 
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5 Career Scenarios 
Career system scenarios are similar to Standard scenarios in that they have a plot 
and objectives which must be met.  In Career scenarios you are scored against 
certain parameters to measure safe and timely driving.   
 
If you are late for a timetabled objective you will not fail that objective so you can 
still complete the scenario, however your score is likely to be marked down.  Key 
factors which may contribute to a low score are speeding, taking corners and 
coupling at speed, wheel slip, excessive fuel usage, emergency braking use and 
being late. 
 
Your final score, if you manage to successfully complete all tasks, will be displayed 
on the debriefing screen.  If you are online then it will be uploaded to a leaderboard 
where you can view your score in comparison to others. 
 

5.1 Branch Business 
• Date   September 1955   
• Rating  Hard 

• Duration  60mins 

• Season  Summer 
• Start Location Falmouth 

 

Keep the Falmouth Branch Line flowing by providing a vital passenger service for 
residents travelling to and from Truro. Drive a GWR work horse in the form of the 
Pannier Tank 0-6-0 Steam Locomotive. 
 

5.2 The Little Things Count 
• Date   October 1955   
• Rating  Medium 

• Duration  50mins 
• Season  Autumn 

• Start Location Truro 

 

Collect and convey freight that has arrived at Truro from London, and deliver it to 
businesses and homes along the line. With fresh fruit and cattle to move, you must 
keep a tight schedule, all without breaking any eggs! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

RailWorks – Falmouth Branch 

 

© Copyright RailSimulator.com 2010, all rights reserved Release Version 1.0 
 
   

Page 11 

6 Using Falmouth Branch Assets in Custom Scenarios 
 
Before you are able to use the rolling stock or route assets supplied in this addon in 
your own scenarios you must enable it in the object set filters. 
 

When you make your own scenarios, only the default 
object sets are enabled for that route (for example the 
Kuju/Railsimulator assets for European routes and 
Kuju/RailsimulatorUS for North American routes).  To 
enable additional object sets (which could be for any 
downloaded or freeware content) ready for use they 
must be checked in the object set filter list in the 
editors. 
 
When editing the scenario you wish to add the 
Falmouth Branch assets to, click the small blue square 
on the middle left panel. 
 
This opens a new panel on the right hand side of the 
screen (you may need to move your mouse over to the 
right hand side for the panel to fly out.  You can pin it 
open if you wish). 
 
This new panel has a drop down list off providers 
(usually the company name which produced the add-

on) and a list off all products by that provider. 
 
The Falmouth Branch assets are produced by Railsimulator.com so “RSC” needs to be 
selected as the provider.  The rest of the panel is then populated by all other 
products made by Railsimulator.com. 
 
To enable the content of the pack for use in this scenario, check the box next to 
“FalmouthBranchh”. 
 
Now the Falmouth Branch assets and rolling stock will be available in the asset 
browser list for placement in the scenario. If you want the Falmouth Branch assets to 
appear in the browser list for EVERY scenario on a route you must follow the same 
procedure but be in the World Editor and you can now check the first box. 
 
The slight disadvantage of having content enabled for all scenarios on a route, even 
when that content may not be used, is increased loading times. 
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