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Jesus’ Baptism 

Find pictures, certificates, candles, gowns, or any other “artifacts” from those in 
your household’s baptisms. Share stories, why certain objects are meaningful and how you 
celebrate baptisms in your home. Do you light your baptismal candle each year? Light a candle 
(not necessarily a baptismal one) for this lesson. Share your highs/lows and God moments!  

Read Matthew 3: 13-17, Mark 1: 9-11 and Luke 3: 21-22 or Spark Storybook Bible 
pages 240-245. 

Conversation Starters: 

For children: 

 Were you a baby or older when you were baptized? What do you know about your 
baptism? 

 How do you use water in your everyday life? Draw pictures of all the ways that you use 
water or see water!  

 Why do you think we use water in baptism?  
 Just as God said that Jesus was his beloved son, you too are God’s beloved son or 

daughter! How can you remember that you are God’s great joy?  
 What had Jesus done for God to be “well pleased” with him? (Hint: all Jesus’ had done 

was be born and grew up!) Do you think that you have to do something special for God to 
be “well-pleased” with you? (*Parents-be sure to reinforce that God is “well-pleased” us 
just because we belong to God!)  

 Do you think it’s important to be baptized?  

For youth/adults: 

 What do you know about your baptism? If you were a baby or young child and so you 
only have stories not memories, why do you think those were the stories of that day 
passed down?  

 Martin Luther writes, “Baptism is a grace-filled water of life, and a bath of the new birth 
in the Holy Spirit.” What does this mean to you that we have new life? 

 What does Jesus’ baptism mean for our baptism? Read Romans 6: 3-9 as you ponder this 
question.  

 The promises we make for our children and for ourselves include: learning the 10 
commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostles Creed, reading the Bible, attending 
worship and the Lord’s Table, caring for God’s creation and working for justice and 



peace. Which of those promises more difficult for you? What does it mean in our baptism 
that we are to move beyond ourselves and care for creation and work for justice and 
peace? How are you living those promises out in your life?  

 In the Lutheran (and Catholic and other Mainline Protestant denominations) we baptize in 
the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, all three expressions of God. Therefore, we 
baptize into the very relationship of who God is. Why do you think this is important?  

Activities for all: 

 Follow this link below to a website that is from the Russian Orthodox tradition. On this 
page, you will see a picture, what we call an icon, of three figures around a table. This 
icon depicts the story from Genesis of the three strangers who visit Abraham and Sarah 
but is also considered to be a depiction of the Trinity. The open space at the front of the 
table is for us! Meditate, study and/or journal about what this icon makes you wonder or 
think about the three expressions of God. For children, simply ask them if this picture is 
about God, what do they think about it? http://www.holy-
transfiguration.org/library_en/lord_trinity_rublev.html 

 For children: when you take a bath this week (and I hope that you do!) make the sign of 
the cross on your forehead to remember your baptism. God washes you clean each and 
every day!  

 Each morning, remember your baptism by telling yourself: I am a beloved child of God, 
made new!” 

 Collect change in a water bottle this week and donate to clean water project. 
www.elca.org is a great place to do so! Or pick a clean water charity of your choice.  

 At worship this week, go to the font and remember your baptism. 
 Make coffee filter doves to remember the dove from Jesus baptism: 

http://www.fabdiy.com/diy-coffee-filter-dove-mobile/ 

Light your baptismal candles as you pray this week. Pray to live out your baptism and 
for all people to know that they, too, are God’s great joy! Pray for each other’s high/lows. 

+You are God’s own beloved child and made new today+  


