
Bible in 52 Weeks: Week 43  
Resurrection  

! When was a time that you were surprised by something unexpected? Who did 
you tell? Did you tell someone? Share your highs/lows and God moments with one another. 

! Read Matthew 28 the entire chapter or page 482-487 *Notice some of the emotions 
in the story. Consider which emotions you connect with the most if you were one of the disciples 
or a guard. 

Conversation Starters: 

For children: 

• What would you think if you saw the empty tomb?  

• What do you wonder about resurrection? Is that kind of a scary thought too?  

• When have you seen a flower, plant or something grow from a dead patch of garden, 
lawn or forest? Why do you think God works with death to bring new life?  

• If you were a guard who was supposed to protect the tomb, would you tell the truth about 
Jesus’ resurrection to your boss? Why or why not?  

• Who can you tell about Jesus resurrection? Jesus being alive means that we too live with 
God forever and can have new life!  

For youth/adults: 

• Why do you think an angel was the first person the women encountered and not Jesus 
himself? Do you think that was important for the women? Has God ever sent you a 
messenger (angel means messenger in Greek) to prepare you for something unexpected? 

• When was a time in your life when fear and joy combined? Is this common do you think?  

• The guards were in a tight spot with this whole event. What would have you done in their 
position? Have you been in a similar position about sharing something surprising that 
God has done but were uncertain about telling as it could cause other repercussions?  



• The last five verses of Matthew were helpful for the community receiving this gospel 
about 50-60 years after Jesus’ resurrection. Many early Christians thought that Jesus was 
returning immediately, so to be reminded of Jesus’ presence always was as important then 
as it is now. What does it mean to remember that Jesus is always with you and us all? 
How does that change how you live and how we live as a Christian community?  

• I think it’s important to note the word of doubt in verse17. Doubt is not unfaithful! It’s 
how we deepen our faith with questions, wondering and talking to and about God with 
one another. What things to you wonder about this resurrection story?  

• How does God bringing new life from death shape your outlook on life’s events, large 
and small?  

Activities for all: 

• Create a resurrection garden: take a pot about 12 inches in diameter and fill it with 
potting soil. Sprinkle grass seeds in the soil and add a large rock and a cross. As the grass 
grows, consider how God brings life from what we consider lifeless (plain old dirt!). You 
can add small flowers if you choose as well!  

• This week in your God moments, look for places where you see God’s work of new life 
in unexpected or seemingly “death focused” places in your life and in our world. Make 
note of them in your journal through words or pictures.  

• Get up early one morning to watch the sunrise as a family. Think about the newness of 
the day, how each day we are created new to share God’s love and how God is with us 
always. 

• Go to a garden or a park and reflect on all the growing and living things! Be sure to pick 
up any garbage that might be laying around! 

• As we read in verses 11-5, how we use our money is very important. Is it to share the 
gospel or to stifle it? This week consider how you use your money. Does it proclaim the 
good news of Jesus’ resurrection?  

! This week after your prayer time, have a bowl of water where you remember your 
baptism and mark yourself or each other with water and the sign of the cross remembering that 
you are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. + 

! +Jesus is with you always+ 


