
Common Cores State Standards 
 
The fact that Common Cores State Standards 
has a special strand for “Speaking and Listening” 
is testimony to the importance of developing oral 
language skills.  The good news is that when you 
have circle time, when children play in centers, 
when you sing songs, when you discuss a book, 
when you remind children to use “whisper 
voices” in the hall – all of the things you do 
naturally every day you are actually developing 
the skills below.  You can smile and pat yourself 
on the back! 
 
K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations  
        Follow agreed upon rules for discussion 
        Continue a conversation through multiple  
        exchanges 
K.2.  Confirm understanding of information by  
        asking and answering questions 
K.3.  Ask and answer questions to seek help, get  
        information, or clarify information 
K.4.  Describe familiar people, places, things and  
        events 
K.5.  Add drawings or other visual display to add  
        detail 
K.6.  Speak audibly and express thoughts,  
        feelings, and ideas clearly 
 



Oral language is a lifelong adventure, and we 
are lucky to hold children’s hands and guide 
them along this journey!  I hope you’ll enjoy 
integrating some of the principles and activities 
you’ll find this month to make the journey more 
meaningful and joyful. 
  
 

PRINCIPLES TO KEEP IN MIND 
 
• Talk, talk, talk! 

 
• Read, read, read! 

 
• Sing, sing, sing! 

 
• Give children time to “play” and 

communicate with friends in learning 
centers. 

 
• Say finger plays, rhymes, chants, and poems 

each day. 
 
• Model speaking in complete sentences, 

using good grammar, eye contact, and 
body language. 

 



• Expect children to answer in a complete 
sentence.  Model how a sentence should 
sound and have children repeat it. 

 
• Expand on what children have to say by 

offering details. 
 
• Act like children are great conversationalists.  

“Ping-pong” language back and forth to 
stretch children’s words and thoughts. 

 
• Take time to listen to children and respect 

what they have to say.  
 
• Accept differences in dialect and minor 

speech problems.  Realize that most children 
will outgrow these things.  (You do need to 
be aware of noticeably different abilities or 
hearing problems and seek advice from 
specialists.) 

 
• Incorporate a balance of teacher directed, 

small group, partner, and independent 
activities. 

 
• Schedule quiet time for children to think and 

organize their thoughts. 
 



• Provide a safe and secure environment 
where children will feel free to express their 
thoughts. 

 
• Value children’s imaginations and creativity. 

 
• Ask open-ended questions. 

 
• Use circle time to teach children how to take 

turns and listen to others.  Discuss what you 
will do each day and then review 
experiences at the end of the day. 

 
• Challenge children to remember, recall, and 

relate information. 
 
• Use language as the “hook” to relate real 

experiences to new or abstract concepts. 
 
• The home environment has the greatest 

impact on language development, so it is 
critical to involve families.  (See my July, 2010, 
Parent Power Pak.) 

 


