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Why a camp in Uganda?   
The orphan epidemic in Uganda comes from a history filled with war, disease, and 
hardship.  During the wars of the 70’s and 80’s there were massacres of mass 
proportions, which left hundreds of thousands of orphaned children.  Now the 
epidemic continues largely because of disease, with AIDS being one of the top 
killers.  Many of these children are carrying very deep hurts and emotional scars 
from tribal warfare, disease, and death.   
   
Throughout scripture God’s heart for orphans and widows is clear as He calls himself 
the father of the fatherless and a defender of widows.  Adults and children of every 
age who have been orphaned need to be loved and need to know the love of their 
Father God.  He is the only one that can fill the holes in their hearts caused by 
conflict, disease, and death.  
 
Christian camping is a unique ministry which has had an integral part in the spiritual 
formation and growth in peoples’ lives throughout the years.  Christian camps 
provide unique environments in which people can come away from their ordinary 
lives to rest, establish and strengthen relationships, learn, and enjoy creation all 
while being pointed to their Creator.    
 
Christian camps offer ideal environments for both evangelism and discipleship.  As 
people come away from the regular routines of life, their hearts are more receptive to 
teaching and prompting from the Holy Spirit.  At camp, God speaks to hearts in the 
peace and beauty of His creation through the love and care of staff members, 
thought-provoking conversations, and creative ways of teaching Scripture.   Lives 
are transformed as minds are renewed and decisions are made to live for Christ. 
 
 

Musana Camps in a nutshell 
Musana Camps, set on the shores of Lake Victoria, is a place where men and 
women, both young and old, can come for a camp experience, and through teaching 
and training from God’s Word, experience life transformation. 
 
Musana Camps works in coordination with children’s centers and other organizations 
currently caring for fatherless children, as well as churches and schools in our area.  
Our camps provide opportunities for people to come to know Christ, grow in their 
relationship with Him, and develop as biblical men and women in servant leadership.  
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Vision  
A Father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in His holy dwelling.  

God sets the lonely in families… Psalm 68:5-6 
 

God is Light; in him there is no darkness at all.  If we claim to have fellowship 
with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  But if we 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another and 

the blood of Jesus, his Son , purifies us from all sin.  1Jn 1:5-7 
 
The world sees the growing number of fatherless and orphaned children in Uganda 
as an enormous problem and burden on the country.  New Hope Uganda (NHU) 
believes they are an unprecedented opportunity.  NHU’s mission is to work with this 
generation to “bring the Fatherhood of God to the fatherless” children of Uganda for 
generations to come. 
 
Over the years New Hope Uganda has worked with and cared for many orphaned 
children. Though the primary reason for newly orphaned children has shifted, the 
reasons are almost always directly related to the definition of manhood and 
womanhood.  All people live what they believe.  Their definition of manhood and 
womanhood determines how they live and has tremendous effects on our cultures 
and society as a whole.  We are convinced that we must address the wrong 
definitions that people are living by or the problems that our world faces will not 
change and children will continue to be orphaned.  
 
In 2008, Musana Camps was established out of a desire to bring the fatherhood of 
God to the fatherless and to address the views and definitions of manhood and 
womanhood. Musana Camps’ vision is to use a camp setting to see young men and 
women trained and discipled into a biblical view of men and women.  Musana 
Camps’ foundational verses – Psalm 68:5,6, 1 John 1:5-7, John 14:6, John 8:31-32 
– have guided the development and programs and contain the heart and passion of 
why Musana Camps exists.  We want everyone that enters our gates to encounter 
the Truth in Jesus Christ, to experience life transformation, to be compelled to live for 
Christ, and to be set free to live as sons and daughters of our Heavenly Father.    
 
We believe that a generation of men and women living according to God’s design, 
will bring transformation to the core of Ugandan society and less and less children 
will be orphaned and abandoned, ultimately bringing glory to God.   

 
 I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except 

through me. John 14:6 
 

If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  Then you will know the 
truth and the truth will set you free. John 8:31-32 

 
 

Mission Statement 
In bringing the fatherhood of God to the fatherless, Musana Camps seeks to 
use camping environments to lead people to God's truth and transform lives 

as they encounter God’s design for manhood and womanhood. 
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Core Values-a Foundation of GRACE 
Glorifying God – We are committed to bringing glory to God in all that we do. He and His 
glory are the reason we exist and function.  We aim to create an atmosphere that draws 
each person’s attention to the beautiful creation that surrounds them and deepens their 
appreciation for both creation and the Creator.  We want to see people glorify God in all that 
they do in word and deed walking as good stewards of God’s creation. (1Chron 16:23-25, Is 
43:6-7. Jn 7:18, Jn 9:3, Rom 5:2, 9:22-23, 11:36; Phil 1:9-11, Col 1:16, 1Pet 4:11) 
 
Relationship - Life is all about relationship; starting with relationship with God and flowing 
to those He brings into our lives. Through relationship we want people to gain a vision for 
our roles as biblical men and women, which lays the foundations for marriage and family.  
Through relationship we want people to experience restoration physically, mentally, 
emotionally, socially, and spiritually.  Rejuvenated people with an understanding of biblical 
manhood, womanhood, marriage and family will glorify God and point others to Christ in 
their homes, communities, countries, and our world. (first w/God: Deut 7:7-8, Zeph 3:17, 
John 3:16 Rom 5:8, John 1:12-13; 15:13-17, Rom 8:35-39 1 John 4:8-11, 1 John 4:19; 
second w/others: Ps 73:25-26, Mk 12:29-31, 1 John 4:11) 
 
Authority of Scripture (The Bible) - All truth comes from God and His Word, the Bible.  
We want people to know truth and to see that His truth applies to all areas of our lives.  As 
we come to know God’s truth it transforms our worldview from that of the culture that we 
grew up into a biblical worldview - that of Jesus Christ.  We are committed to honoring God 
by doing His work, His way, as understood from His Word. (Inerrant: Jn 17:17, 2 Tim 3:16; 
inspired: Deut 32:44-47; Is 1:10, 8:16, 20, 30:8, 34:16, 40:6-8, 55:11; Jer 1:5, 23:29; Zech 
7:12; Mt 4:4, 7, 10, 5:17-19; Jn 10:35; Gal 1:15-17, 2 Tim 3:15-17; Heb 4:12-13) 
 
Cross - We proclaim the message of Gods glory:  His saving grace, the forgiveness of sin, 
and renewal of life that is by faith in Jesus Christ.  All of this is made possible through 
Christ’s death on the cross and without that there would be no reconciliation with God. 
(sinners: Ps 51:5, Eph 2:1-3; spiritually orphaned: Eph 2:1-3, Col 1:21; need of grace: Rom 
5:12-21; need of Christ’s blood: 1 Pet 1:18-19; atoning sacrifice: Col 1:19-22, Rev 1:5; 
saved, given life: Is 64:5-7, Heb 9:11-27) 
 
Eyes transformed (worldview) - Worldview is the lens through which we see the world 
and all that happens in it.  We want to see things, as they truly are which can only be seen 
from God’s perspective.  Accordingly we want our worldview to continually be transformed 
closer to that of the Lord.  We want to challenge each persons view of God, manhood, and 
womanhood (Distorted worldview: Mt 6:21-23; Biblical worldview: Mt 6:24, 2 Cor 4:18; 
test/change: Mt 5:29-30, 13:15-17; minds renewed: Rom 12:2) 
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Ministry Strategies – How we work 
We emphasize our core values and see our desired outcomes realized by using the 
following strategies in our programs. 
 
Bible-centered spiritual training – Our goal is to create an atmosphere where spiritual 
growth can take place.  We desire to minister to the spiritual needs of individuals, families, 
and church leaders which will create positive lasting change in their home and church 
environments.  All training and teaching is based on the absolute truth of God’s Word.   
 
Challenging worldview – We believe that the choices that we all make are an outflow of 
the way we view God, life, our relationships, and the world around us.  We seek to 
continually bring people to a biblical worldview.  
 
Strengthen families – We strive to strengthen families and the relationships within them by 
creative camp experiences and Bible centered teaching.   
 
Games and Activities – We use fun, challenging, and safe activities that will provide 
memorable experiences for those who come as well as provide an opportunity to learn.  
 
Outreach – We reach out and empower the community and neighboring institutions in 
appropriate ways.    
 
Environmental awareness – Of all people, Christians should be vitally concerned with 
caring for God’s creation.  We desire to instill an awareness of the environment as God’s 
creation and that we must be good stewards of our environment and resources.   
 
Dedicated staff– We depend on staff that are committed to serve, trained and able to use 
God’s Word, and believe in the power of prayer.  Our focus is to be transparent and model 
the example of servant leadership demonstrated by Jesus Christ.   
 
Maintained facilities – Our focus will be to maintain quality facilities.  We want to model 
good stewardship of God’s resources as well as create an environment to which guests will 
want to return.   
 
Envisioning/Strategic planning – In all areas of camp we seek to understand the changing 
culture and times that we live in.  We do this each year by our annual Envisioning 
conference, which brings us back to the vision that God has called us to and refreshes in our 
minds why it is that we are in this ministry.  We also go through Strategic Planning which 
brings our camp staff together to look at our ministry critically and review what is working, 
what is not, and where the culture is so that we can better address the needs of the people 
in which we influence. 

Desired Outcomes 
Built on the foundation of GRACE, we desire to live lives of PRAISE and be God’s vessels to 
see these outcomes instilled in each camper at Musana Camps.  
Purpose – Acts 13:36, Gen 18:19 
Responsibility – Gen 2:15,17 
Accountability – Phil 2:11-14 
Integrity – Neh 7:2, Ps 78:72  1 Jn 1:5-7, Jn 14:6, Jn 8:31-32 
Servanthood – Jn 13, 1Thes 2:5-8, Phil 2:3-11,servant’s heart/opportunities for ministry: 
Phil 2:3-8, Jn 13:1-17, Mt 28:18-20, John 15: 13; age appropriate challenges: I Tim 4:12, Jdg 
3:1-2) 
Example – Jn 13:15, Phil 3:17, 1Tim 4:12 
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Vision for the community 
Musana Camps seeks to impact the surrounding community in three specific areas 
spiritually, socially, and economically. 
 

Spiritual impact – We seek to teach morals, values, and life principles that 
are founded on the Bible to all who come to the camp including the 
surrounding community.  We believe that people who have been impacted 
and transformed by Jesus Christ and his words in the Bible will live peacefully 
and joyfully, and will reach out to the community around them as healthy and 
productive citizens. 

 
Social impact – We want to strengthen families through building the moral 
fiber of society and teaching about our roles as biblical men and women.  We 
will fight HIV and AIDS by teaching and empowering people to live healthily.  
We desire to train and educate young men and women in areas that will bring 
about honest and skilled individuals.  

 
Economic impact – We want to mobilize the community to greater economic 
stability through empowerment programs.  We are in the process of 
developing different income-generating projects that will benefit the camp but 
will also benefit the local community through the creation of jobs. 

 
We believe that people whose lives have been transformed by Jesus Christ will live 
as healthy, honest, and skilled individuals who build strong families and are 
important in producing vibrant and flourishing communities. 
 
 
 

The Camping Experience 
Christian camps are typically characterized by four main elements.  When you come 
to camp at Musana Camps you can expect your experience to be… 
 

Christ Centered.  New Hope Uganda’s Camp is Christ-centered beginning from its 
driving mission statement.  The teachers, speakers, and staff use the Bible and have 
Jesus Christ and glorifying God the Father as their ultimate focus and goal.   

  
Temporary community.  People who come to the Camp typically stay between 2 
and 7 days excluding the participants in the manhood and womanhood programs 
who stay for longer periods of time.  Community is established by the relationships 
that are made or strengthened while at camp. 

 
A disconnect from routine and normal way of life.  Camp provides a new 
environment for people to come to that is different from home.  This environment is 
created intentionally so that they have the opportunity to rest, relax, have fun, be 
refreshed, be challenged, and ultimately grow in their relationship with God the 
Father. 

 
In a natural setting.  New Hope Uganda’s Camp is in a natural setting along Lake 
Victoria.  Our hope is that the beauty of the setting will bring people to worship the 
amazing God who created everything.   
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Camp Programs  
Retreats  
Musana retreats serve churches, children’s centers, schools, individuals and 
families.  Each retreat is geared to pull participants away from their normal routines 
to learn, focus on Christ their creator, strengthen relationships, and hear from the 
Word of God about the hope he has for their lives and circumstances.  

 
Musana has hosted several types of retreats (men’s and women’s retreats staff 
retreats, family retreats) and can work with an interested group with their unique 
needs.  Interested groups can book by calling the Musana Camps office. 
 
Camps 
Musana offers youth camps, family camps, and training programs that are designed 
to bring people face to face with the truth of Jesus Christ in creative and new ways…  

 
Musana manhood and womanhood camps are weekend programs 
specifically geared to look at what the Bible says about being men and 
women and how we can practically live.   

 
Musana youth and family camps are for people of all ages to come and 
experience Christ in a way that they may never have before… through the 
relationships, exciting activities, and biblical teaching of a Christian camp.  
They are encouraged to begin a personal relationship with our Heavenly 
Father.   

 
 

Activities and Recreation Areas 
The following is a list of current activities and recreational areas at camp as well as 
those coming in the future.  

• Forest hikes 
• Lake hikes 
• Hikes to our 20’ waterfall 
• Swimming in the lake 
• Biking trails (bring your own bike) 
• Staff-led Games 
• Playground 
• Football  
• Volleyball  
• Carpetball 
• Table tennis 
• Fishing  (bring your own fishing supplies) 
• Recreation Field (coming in the future) 
• Low and High Ropes Challenge Course  (coming in the future) 
• Climbing Wall (coming in the future) 
• Zip Line (coming in the future) 
• Basketball (coming in the future) 
• Netball (coming in the future) 
• Boating, canoeing, and sailing (coming in the future) 
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Enterprise Projects 
In an effort to become operationally self sufficient, Musana Camps has begun 
several income generating projects to subsidize camp operations, create jobs for the 
community and be teaching areas for our programs.  Our projects include: 

• Dairy and beef cattle production 
• Fisheries 
• Crop production (Maize, sugar cane, fruits, and vegetables both for food 

production for our own programs and cash crops for sale) 
• Forestry (coming in the future) 

 
 
 
 

Facilities 
Musana Camps current facilities include 

• Canvas Safari tent accommodation 
• Pit toilets 
• Outdoor showers 
• Dining/meeting hall 
• Canteen (crafts, produce, snacks, caps, and shirts are available for sale)  
• More Facilities are planned for the future including cabins, recreation activity 

areas, kitchen, a designated meeting hall, clinic, and school. 
 
 
 

Contact Information 
In Uganda: 
Syd Sparks 

Musana Camps 
PO Box 123 

Lugazi, Uganda, East Africa 
www.musanacamps.org 

musanacamps@newhopeuganda.org 
+256-756-756-154 

 
In the USA: 
Gary Wood  

New Hope Uganda Ministries 
PO Box 154 

Belle Fourche, SD 57717 
www.newhopeuganda.org 

nhuwood@msn.com 
800-611-6486 


