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Test Name : Test 8 - History Total Questions : 100
Difficulty Level : Medium Total Marks : 200.00
Test Type : Free Duration : 120.00 mins

Instruction :
Please read the instructions carefully

The total duration of examination is 120 minutes.1.
Right Answer carries 2 marks and 1/3rd is negative marking in case of the wrong answer.2.
The clock will be set at the server. The countdown timer in the top right corner of the screen will3.
display the remaining time available for you to complete the examination. When the timer
reaches zero, the examination will end by itself. You will not be required to end or submit your
examination.
The test contains 100 questions. Each item is given in the language of your preference (Hindi or4.
English)
A test can be given only once5.
In case you feel there is more than one correct response, mark the response, which you consider6.
the best.
All questions carry equal marks i.e. 2 marks each question7.
You can always go back and change your answer before submitting the test. However, this is not8.
possible in the actual UPSC preliminary exam.
Irrespective of how many answers you have marked, the test will automatically close in 2 hours9.
and you will get your score based on the responses marked till then
There are 4 alternatives for each question. For each wrong answer given, one-third of the marks10.
assigned to that question will be deducted as penalty
The Question Palette displayed on the right side of the screen will show the status of each11.
question using one of the following symbols:

 You have not visited the question yet.

 You have not answered the question.

 You have answered the question.

 You have NOT answered the question, but have marked the question for review.

 You have answered the question, but marked it for review.
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Q.1 With respect to colonialism in the early 19th century, who were the Jotedars?
A. Powerful Zamindars
B. Rich Peasants
C. Indians who worked for the company
D. Peasants in general

Answer : B,

Solution :

In Francis Buchanan’s survey of the Dinajpur district in North Bengal we have a vivid description
of this class of rich peasants known as jotedars. By the early nineteenth century, jotedars had
acquired vast areas of land – sometimes as much as several thousand acres. They controlled
local trade as well as moneylending, exercising immense power over the poorer cultivators of
the region.

Q.2 Damin-I-Koh was a large area of land demarcated by the British for the benefit of which of the
following tribes?
A. Santhals
B. Kauris
C. Panchalas
D. Kurubas

Answer : A,

Solution :

The Santhals were given land and persuaded to settle in the foothills of Rajmahal. By 1832 a
large area of land was demarcated as Damin-i-Koh. This was declared to be the land of the
Santhals. They were to live within it, practise plough agriculture, and become settled peasants.

After the demarcation of Damin-i-Koh, Santhal settlements expanded rapidly. From 40 Santhal
villages in the area in 1838, as many as 1,473 villages had come up by 1851. Over the same
period, the Santhal population increased from a mere 3,000 to over 82,000. As cultivation
expanded, an increased volume of revenue flowed into the Company’s coffers.

Q.3 Consider the following statements:
1.As British rule expanded from Bengal to other parts of India, new systems of revenue were
imposed.
2.Only the Permanent Settlement was extended to regions beyond Bengal.
Choose the correct answer from the following options:
A. Only 1 is correct
B. Only 2 is correct
C. Both the statements are correct
D. Both the statements are incorrect
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Answer : A,

Solution :

The Permanent Settlement was rarely extended to any region beyond Bengal. One reason was
that after 1810, agricultural prices rose, increasing the value of harvest produce, and enlarging
the income of the Bengal zamindars. Since the revenue demand was fixed under the Permanent
Settlement, the colonial state could not claim any share of this enhanced income. Keen on
expanding its financial resources, the colonial government had to think of ways to maximise its
land revenue. So in territories annexed in the nineteenth century, temporary revenue
settlements were made.

Q.4 The revenue system that was introduced in the Bombay Deccan came to be known as the
________ settlement
A. Mahalwari
B. Ryotwari
C. Permanent
D. Zamindari

Answer : B,

Solution :

option c and d are the same. The revenue system that was introduced in the Bombay Deccan
came to be known as the ryotwari settlement. Unlike the Bengal system, the revenue was
directly settled with the ryot. The average income from different types of soil was estimated,
the revenue-paying capacity of the ryot was assessed and a proportion of it fixed as the share
of the state. The lands were resurveyed every 30 years and the revenue rates increased.
Therefore the revenue demand was no longer permanent.

Q.5 Which of the following statements is not correct?
A. Before the 1860s, three-fourths of raw cotton imports into Britain came from America.
B. In 1857 the Cotton Supply Association was founded in Bombay, and in 1859 the Manchester

Cotton Company was formed.
C. By 1862 over 90 per cent of cotton imports into Britain were coming from India.
D. All are correct

Answer : B,

Solution :

In 1857 the Cotton Supply Association was founded in Britain, and in 1859 the Manchester
Cotton Company was formed. Their objective was “to encourage cotton production in every part
of the world suited for its growth”.
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Q.6 Which of the following events does not take place before the setting up of the Deccan
Riots Commission:
A. Revolt of 1857
B. Jallianwala Bagh Massacre
C. Abolition of sati
D. Introduction of railway

Answer : B,

Solution :

The commission was set up in 1875. Jallianwal Bagh Massacre – 1919. All other dates precede
1975.

Q.7 who among the following was not a leader in the revolt of 1857?
A. Gonoo
B. Shah Mal
C. Maulvi Ahmadullah Shah
D. None of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

All of them were involved. Gonoo, a tribal cultivator of Singhbhum in Chotanagpur, became a
rebel leader of the Kol tribals of the region. Shah Mal mobilised the headmen and cultivators of
chaurasee des, moving at night from village to village, urging people to rebel against the
British. Maulvi Ahmadullah Shah was one of the many maulvis who played an important part in
the revolt of 1857.

Q.8 Nawab Wajid Ali Shah of Awadh was dethroned and exiled to Calcutta on the plea that-
A. He was in secret alliance with the french
B. He son was adopted
C. The region was being misgoverned
D. He disrespected the British

Answer : C,

Solution :

Nawab Wajid Ali Shah was dethroned and exiled to Calcutta on the plea that the region was
being misgoverned. The British government also wrongly assumed that Wajid Ali Shah was an
unpopular ruler. On the contrary, he was widely loved, and when he left his beloved Lucknow,
there were many who followed him all the way to Kanpur singing songs of lament.
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Q.9 Which of the following places was not under direct British control in the 19th century?
A. Chittagong
B. Patna
C. Poona
D. Hyderabad

Answer : D,

Solution :

Hyderabad was a princely state and hence under the direct control of the Nizam.

Q.10 Chronologically arrange the following events
1.Mutiny starts in Meerut
2.Bahaddur Shah accepts nominal leadership
3.Rising in Lucknow
4.Sepoys mutiny in Aligarh
Options:
A. 4321
B. 3421
C. 1234
D. 1243

Answer : D,

Solution :

none

Q.11 Consider the following statements:
1.Madras (Chennai), Calcutta (Kolkata) and Bombay (Mumbai) were originally fishing and
weaving villages.
2.Company agents settled in Madras in 1661 and in Calcutta in 1690. Bombay was given to the
Company in 1639.
Choose the correct answer from the following options:
A. Only 1 is correct
B. Only 2 is correct
C. Both the statements are correct
D. Both the statements are incorrect

Answer : A,

Solution :

All three were originally fishing and weaving villages. They became important centres of trade
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due to the economic activities of the English East India Company. Company agents settled in
Madras in 1639 and in Calcutta in 1690. Bombay was given to the Company in 1661 by the
English king, who had got it as part of his wife’s dowry from the king of Portugal. The Company
established trading and administrative offices in each of these settlements.

Q.12 Qasbah and Ganj with respect to 18th century India were:
A. Judicial posts
B. Newly formed urban settlements
C. Agricultural reforms imposed on Delhi and surrounding areas
D. None of the above

Answer : B,

Solution :

Continuous warfare between the new kingdoms meant that mercenaries too found ready
employment there. Some local notables and officials associated with Mughal rule in North India
also used this opportunity to create new urban settlements such as the qasbah and ganj.

Qasbah is a small town in the countryside, often the seat of a local notable. Ganj refers to a
small fixed market. Both qasbah and ganj dealt in cloth, fruit, vegetables and milk products.
They provided for noble families and the army.

Q.13 Match the following colonial powers with their early bases:
1.Portuguese a) Pondicherry
2.English b) Masulipatnam
3.Dutch c) Panaji
4.French d) Madras
Options:
A. 1a, 2b, 3c, 4d
B. 1c, 2b, 3a, 4d
C. 1c, 2d, 3b, 4a
D. 1a, 2c, 3b, 4d

Answer : C,

Solution :

The European commercial Companies had set up base in different places early during the
Mughal era: the Portuguese in Panaji in 1510, the Dutch in Masulipatnam in 1605, the British in
Madras in 1639 and the French in Pondicherry (present-day Puducherry) in 1673.

Q.14 The British gradually acquired political control over India after-
A. The Battle of Plassey
B. The Battle of Buxar
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C. The Anglo Mysore wars
D. The Revolt of 1857

Answer : A,

Solution :

As the British gradually acquired political control after the Battle of Plassey in 1757, and the
trade of the English East India Company expanded, colonial port cities such as Madras, Calcutta
and Bombay rapidly emerged as the new economic capitals.

Q.15 From the early years, the colonial government was keen on mapping. Which of the following is
not an importance of good mapping for colonial rule?
A. Good maps were necessary to understand the landscape and know the topography. This

knowledge would allow better control over the region.
B. When towns began to grow, maps were prepared not only to plan the development of these

towns but also to develop commerce and consolidate power.
C. They also show the location of ghats, density and quality of houses and alignment of roads,

used to gauge commercial possibilities and plan strategies of taxation.
D. They are most useful in devising plans to attack and conquer the territories of princely

states.

Answer : D,

Solution :

The conquering of territories was done by the British through various approaches like carrot and
stick policy, divide and rule, subsidiary alliance, doctrine of lapse etc. They did not need maps
for that.

Q.16 In 18th century India, Jamalpur, Waltair and Bareilly were:
A. Hubs of cotton textile production and export
B. Railway towns
C. Garrison Towns
D. Among those centres which were not a part of the 1857 revolt

Answer : B,

Solution :

Waltair is the old name for Vishakhapatnam. With the expansion of the railway network, railway
workshops and railway colonies were established. Railway towns like Jamalpur, Waltair and
Bareilly developed.

Q.17 The English East India Company built its factories (i.e., mercantile offices) there and because
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of competition among the European companies, fortified these settlements for protection. Fort
William was puilt in the city of:
A. Bombay
B. Madras
C. Calcutta
D. Masulipatnam

Answer : C,

Solution :

In Madras, Fort St George, in Calcutta Fort William and in Bombay the Fort marked out the areas
of British settlement. Indian merchants, artisans and other workers who had economic dealings
with European merchants lived outside these forts in settlements of their own.

Q.18 The names “white town” and “black town” were used in contemporary colonial writings to
symbolize:
A. Separate quarters for Europeans and Indians
B. Towns suitable for europeans to settle vs those which were not
C. Towns where corruption by company officials was the least vs where it was the most
D. None of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

From the beginning there were separate quarters for Europeans and Indians, which came to be
labelled in contemporary writings as the “White Town” and “Black Town” respectively. Once the
British captured political power these racial distinctions became sharper.

Q.19 who among the following leaders was not a part of the extremist approach to freedom
struggle
A. Bipin Chandra Pal
B. Gopal Krishna Gokhale
C. Mohd. Ali Jinnah
D. Both b and c

Answer : D,

Solution :

There was a group of “Moderates” who preferred a more gradual and persuasive approach.
Among these Moderates was Gandhiji’s acknowledged political mentor, Gopal Krishna Gokhale,
as well as Mohammad Ali Jinnah, who, like Gandhiji, was a lawyer of Gujarati extraction trained
in London.
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Q.20 Which of the following are not among the events that marked Gandhiji out as a nationalist?
A. Champaran Satyagraha
B. Ahmedabad mill strike
C. Home rule league
D. Both b and c

Answer : C,

Solution :

Though gandhi was present in India during the taking place of the home rule league movement,
he was not active in the struggle.

Q.21 During the Great War of 1914-18, the British had instituted censorship of the press and
permitted detention without trial. The name of the act was
A. Rowlatt Act
B. Vernacular Press act
C. Press trust amendment act
D. Information rules, 1920

Answer : A,

Solution :

During the Great War of 1914-18, the British had instituted censorship of the press and
permitted detention without trial. Now, on the recommendation of a committee chaired by Sir
Sidney Rowlatt, these tough measures were continued. In response, Gandhiji called for a
countrywide campaign against the “Rowlatt Act”.

It was the Rowlatt satyagraha that made Gandhiji a truly national leader. Emboldened by its
success, Gandhiji called for a campaign of “non-cooperation” with British rule.

Q.22 Which of the following is not one of the reasons as to why salt was the symbol of protest in
the Dandi March?
A. Salt monopoly deprives the people of a valuable easy village industry
B. It taxes the nation’s vital necessity
C. It prevents the public from manufacturing it and destroys what nature manufactures without

effort.
D. It is really problematic for Indian salt manufactering companies to sell salt if the British has

a monopoly on it.

Answer : D,

Solution :

d is wrong because there were no Indian companies that manufacture salt and Gandhi fought
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for the rights of the villagers to manufacture salt by the themselves for the consumption of the
village.

Q.23 Consider the following statements:
1.Jinnah called for a “Direct Action Day” to press the League’s demand for Pakistan after the
failure of the Rajaji Proposal.
2.In February 1947, Lord Linlithgow was replaced as Viceroy by Mountbatten.
Choose the correct answer from the following options:
A. Only 1 is correct
B. Only 2 is correct
C. Both the statements are correct
D. Both the statements are incorrect

Answer : D,

Solution :

A Cabinet Mission sent in the summer of 1946 failed to get the Congress and the League to
agree on a federal system that would keep India together while allowing the provinces a degree
of autonomy. After the talks broke down, Jinnah called for a “Direct Action Day” to press the
League’s demand for Pakistan.

In February 1947, Wavell was replaced as Viceroy by Lord Mountbatten.

Q.24 Arrange the following movements chronologically:
1.Kheda
2.Champaran
3.Bardoli
4.Dandi
Options
A. 1234
B. 1324
C. 2134
D. 4321

Answer : C,

Solution :

1917 Champaran movement, 1918 Peasant movements in Kheda, 1928 Peasant movement in
Bardoli, 1930 Dandi March.

Q.25 The _______ of December 1916 was an understanding between the Congress and the Muslim
League (controlled by the UP-based “Young Party”) whereby the Congress accepted separate
electorates.
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A. Irwin pact
B. Rajaji Formula
C. Lucknow Pact
D. Lahore Pact

Answer : C,

Solution :

none

Q.26 Consider the following statements:
1.Initially floated in Lahore in 1906, the Muslim League was quickly taken over by the U.P.-
based Muslim elite.
2.The League failed to win a single seat in the North West Frontier Province (NWFP) in the
1937 provincial elections.
Choose the correct answer from the following options:
A. Only 1 is correct
B. Only 2 is correct
C. Both the statements are correct
D. Both the statements are incorrect

Answer : B,

Solution :

Initially floated in Dhaka in 1906, the Muslim League was quickly taken over by the U.P.-based
Muslim elite.

Q.27 Which of the following countries do NOT face the Arabian Sea?
A. Saudi Arabia
B. Yemen
C. Oman
D. None of the above

Answer : A,

Solution :

Saudi Arabia does not face the Arabian Sea as it is buffered by Yemen and Oman.

Q.28 Which of the following middle-eastern countries is landlocked?
A. Syria
B. Jordan
C. Iraq
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D. None of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Q.29 Select the country that does NOT lie in between tropic of cancer and equator:
A. Yemen
B. Oman
C. U.A.E.
D. Qatar

Answer : D,

Solution :
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Q.30 Mark the following places of current importance from north to south
1.Aleppo
2.Tabriz
3.Chabahar
4.Al Ramadi
Options
A. 1234
B. 2143
C. 2413
D. 2431

Answer : B,

Solution :

Aleppo- Syria, Tabriz- Iran, Chabahar- Iran, Al Ramadi- Iraq

Q.31 Select the correct statement
A. Dubai is the capital of UAE
B. Turkey shares it’s borders with mediterranean, black and caspian seas
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C. Yemen is the only country in the arabian peninsula to not open out to the Persian Gulf
D. Both Gulf of Aden and Gulf of Suez are a part of the Red Sea

Answer : D,

Solution :

A is wrong because Abu Dhabi is the Capital of UAE. B is wrong because Turkey does not open
out to the Caspian Sea. C is wrong because Oman is also a part of Arabian peninsula but does
open out to Persian Gulf.

Q.32 Arrange the following capital cities from east to west
1.Damascus
2.Abu Dhabi
3.Riyadh
4.Muscat
Options:
A. 1234
B. 4321
C. 4231
D. 2431

Answer : C,

Solution :

Q.33 Which of the following countries is NOT a part of Arabian Peninsula
A. Saudi Arabia
B. Yemen
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C. UAE
D. Syria

Answer : D,

Solution :

Syria lies right above the Arabian Peninsula but is not a part of it.

Q.34 This is an important traveller was from Herat. In the 15th century, he visited the
Vijayanagara kingdom as a diplomat and left important descriptions of the kingdom. He is (
A. Ibn Batuta
B. Abdur Razaqq
C. Al Beruni
D. Marco Polo

Answer : B,

Solution :

One of the most important descriptions of the city of Vijayanagara in the fifteenth century
comes from Abdur Razzaq Samarqandi, a diplomat who came visiting from Herat.

Q.35 Which of the following was / were put together by Kabir
1. The Kabir Bijak
2. Kabirpanth
3. Adi Granth Sahib
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 1 only
C. All of the above
D. None of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

These are all compilations, not manuscipts. Verses ascribed to Kabir have been compiled in
three distinct but overlapping traditions. The Kabir Bijak is preserved by the Kabirpanth (the
path or sect of Kabir) in Varanasi and elsewhere in Uttar Pradesh; the Kabir Granthavali is
associated with the Dadupanth in Rajasthan, and many of his compositions are found in the Adi
Granth Sahib. All these manuscript compilations were made long after the death of Kabir. By
the nineteenth century, anthologies of verses attributed to him circulated in print in regions as
far apart as Bengal, Gujarat and Maharashtra.

Q.36 This text written in Arabic follows a geometrical pattern and covers a wide range of subjects
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with 80 chapters on astronomy, alchemy, manners and customs. The text is
A. Rihla
B. Kitab ul Hind
C. The geography of India
D. Fo Kyo Ki

Answer : B,

Solution :

Al-Biruni’s Kitab-ul-Hind, written in Arabic, is simple and lucid. It is a voluminous text, divided
into 80 chapters on subjects such as religion and philosophy, festivals, astronomy, alchemy,
manners and customs, social life, weights and measures, iconography, laws and metrology.
Generally (though not always), Al-Biruni adopted a distinctive structure in each chapter,
beginning with a question, following this up with a description based on Sanskritic traditions,
and concluding with a comparison with other cultures. Some present-day scholars have argued
that this almost geometric structure, remarkable for its precision and predictability, owed much
to his mathematical orientation.

Q.37 His book of travels is called Rihla and is written in Arabic. Who is the author in question?
A. Ibn Battuta
B. Fa shien
C. Abdur Razaq
D. Marco Polo

Answer : A,

Solution :

Ibn Battuta’s book of travels, called Rihla, written in Arabic, provides extremely rich and
interesting details about the social and cultural life in the subcontinent in the fourteenth
century. This Moroccan traveller was born in Tangier into one of the most respectable and
educated families known for their expertise in Islamic religious law or shari‘a. True to the
tradition of his family, Ibn Battuta received literary and scholastic education when he was quite
young.

Q.38 Ibn Battuta reached Sind and went to Delhi after hearing that the ruler is a great patron of
arts and letters. The same ruler was impressed with him and appointed him Qazi or judge in
DelhI. Who is the ruler
A. Mohammed bin Tughlaq
B. Mahmud Ghazni
C. Humayun
D. Ghiyas ud din Tughlaq

Answer : A,



Study IQ
www.studyiq.com, testseries@studyiq.com

Page - 17/49

Solution :

Travelling overland through Central Asia, Ibn Battuta reached Sind in 1333. He had heard about
Muhammad bin Tughlaq, the Sultan of Delhi, and lured by his reputation as a generous patron
of arts and letters, set off for Delhi, passing through Multan and Uch. The Sultan was impressed
by his scholarship, and appointed him the qazi or judge of Delhi. He remained in that position
for several years, until he fell out of favour and was thrown into prison. Once the
misunderstanding between him and the Sultan was cleared, he was restored to imperial service,
and was ordered in 1342 to proceed to China as the Sultan’s envoy to the Mongol ruler.

Q.39 This portugese writer was one of the important writers who wrote about trade and society in
South India. He is
A. Francois Bernier
B. Roberto Nobili
C. Duarte Barbosa
D. Ibn Battuta

Answer : C,

Solution :

Once the Portuguese arrived in India in about 1500, a number of them wrote detailed accounts
regarding Indian social customs and religious practices. A few of them, such as the Jesuit
Roberto Nobili, even translated Indian texts into European languages. Among the best known of
the Portuguese writers is Duarte Barbosa, who wrote a detailed account of trade and society in
south India.

Q.40 His account is remarkable because unlike works in Arabic and Persian which were circulated
his works were published and translated first in French then into English. He is
A. Jean Baptiste Tavernier
B. Francois Bernier
C. Louis Tavernier
D. Louis Bernier

Answer : B,

Solution :

François Bernier, a Frenchman, was a doctor, political philosopher and historian. Like many
others, he came to the Mughal Empire in search of opportunities. He was in India for twelve
years, from 1656 to 1668, and was closely associated with the Mughal court, as a physician to
Prince Dara Shukoh, the eldest son of Emperor Shah Jahan, and later as an intellectual and
scientist, with Danishmand Khan, an Armenian noble at the Mughal court.

In virtually every instance Bernier described what he saw in India as a bleak situation in
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comparison to developments in Europe. As we will see, this assessment was not always
accurate. However, when his works were published, Bernier’s writings became extremely
popular. Between 1670 and 1725 his account was reprinted eight times in French, and by 1684
it had been reprinted three times in English. This was in marked contrast to the accounts in
Arabic and Persian, which circulated as manuscripts and were generally not published

before 1800.

Q.41 If you want to conquer this difficulty, you will not find it easy, because the language is of an
enormous range, both in words and inflections, something like the Arabic. Which language is
Al Biruni talking about?
A. Iranian
B. Persian
C. Sanskrit
D. Latin

Answer : C,

Solution :

Each traveller adopted distinct strategies to understand what they observed. Al-Biruni, for
instance, was aware of the problems inherent in the task he had set himself. He discussed
several “barriers” that he felt obstructed understanding. The first amongst these was language.
According to him, Sanskrit was so different from Arabic and Persian that ideas and concepts
could not be easily translated from one language into another.

Q.42 What does Marx mean by saying India had an ‘Asiatic mode of production’?
A. surplus appropriated by state with a number of egalitarian village communities
B. surplus appropriated by village headmen leading to impoverishment of the peasants
C. surplus going into the kingdom’s treasury and for the upkeep of the military
D. a stagnant, unproductive revenue based system

Answer : A,

Solution :

This idea was further developed as the concept of the Asiatic mode of production by Karl Marx
in the nineteenth century. He argued that in India (and other Asian countries), before
colonialism, surplus was appropriated by the state. This led to the emergence of a society that
was composed of a large number of autonomous and (internally) egalitarian village
communities. The imperial court presided over these village communities, respecting their
autonomy as long as the flow of surplus was unimpeded. This was regarded as a stagnant
system. However, this picture of rural society was far from true. In fact, during

the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, rural society was characterised by considerable social
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and economic differentiation.

Q.43 which of the following observations made by Bernier in his travels did not match the social
reality
1. Mughal cities were’camp towns’
2. They were dependent on imperial patronage
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. none of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

Bernier described Mughal cities as “camp towns”, by which he meant towns that owed

their existence, and depended for their survival, on the imperial camp. He believed that these
came into existence when the imperial court moved in and rapidly declined when it moved out.
He suggested that they did not have viable social and economic foundations but were
dependent on imperial patronage. As in the case of the question of landownership, Bernier was
drawing an oversimplified picture. There were all kinds of towns: manufacturing towns, trading
towns, port-towns, sacred centres, pilgrimage towns, etc. Their existence is an index

of the prosperity of merchant communities and professional classes.

Q.44 Nagarsheth was an important position in the 17th century. They held power in urban towns
like Ahmedabad. He was
A. judge
B. town administrator
C. town planner
D. chief of merchants

Answer : D,

Solution :

Merchants often had strong community or kin ties, and were organised into their own caste-
cumoccupational bodies. In western India these groups were called mahajans, and their chief,
the sheth. In urban centres such as Ahmedabad the mahajans were collectively represented by
the chief of the merchant community who was called the nagarsheth.

Q.45 In Ibn Battuta’s account had the following observations about women
1. only men were used as slaves and for domestic labour
2. sati was practised among women
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A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. none of the above

Answer : B,

Solution :

Women were very cheaply available as slaves and sati was practised among women.

Q.46 What do you understand by the great and little traditions of Robert Redfield of the indian
society
A. dominant tradition of priest class and minor tradition of the local people respectively
B. inherited traditions and minor traditions of the dominant community
C. dominant traditions and customs of the local community
D. the division between literature and the arts

Answer : A,

Solution :

The terms great and little traditions were coined by a sociologist named Robert Redfield in the
twentieth century to describe the cultural practices of peasant societies. He found that peasants
observed rituals and customs that emanated from dominant social categories, including priests
and rulers. These he classified as part of a great tradition. At the same time, peasants also
followed local practices that did not necessarily correspond with those of the great tradition.
These he included within the category of little tradition. He also noticed that both great and
little traditions changed over time, through a process of interaction.

Q.47 Identify the incorrect statement about the mode of worship called tantric
1. They were open to men and women
2. They ignored differences of caste and conflict
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. none of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

Often associated with the goddess were forms of worship that were classified as Tantric. Tantric
practices were widespread in several parts of the subcontinent – they were open to women and
men, and practitioners often ignored differences of caste and class within the ritual context.
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Many of these ideas influenced Shaivism as well as Buddhism, especially in the eastern,
northern and southern parts of the subcontinent.

Q.48 Who among the following is an important deity in the Puranic pantheon
A. Agni
B. Indra
C. Soma
D. Vishnu

Answer : D,

Solution :

The divergence is perhaps most stark if we compare Vedic and Puranic traditions. The principal
deities of the Vedic pantheon, Agni, Indra and Soma, become marginal figures, rarely visible in
textual or visual representations. And while we can catch a glimpse of Vishnu, Shiva in the
vedas they are more prominent in the puranas

Q.49 Consider the following about various bhakti traditions
1. Brahmanas lost their importance
2. women and other castes were acknowledged
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. none of the above

Answer : B,

Solution :

Brahmanas remained important intermediaries between gods and devotees in several forms of
bhakti, these traditions also accommodated and acknowledged women and the “lower castes”,
categories considered ineligible for liberation within the orthodox Brahmanical framework. What
also characterised traditions of bhakti was a remarkable diversity.

Q.50 Consider the following statements
1. Nirguna was focused on the worship of specific deities
2. Saguna bhakti was worship of an abstract form of god.
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. none of the above

Answer : D,



Study IQ
www.studyiq.com, testseries@studyiq.com

Page - 22/49

Solution :

The sentences need to be reversed. Saguna included traditions that focused on the worship of
specific deities such as Shiva, Vishnu and his avatars (incarnations) and

forms of the goddess or Devi, all often conceptualised in anthropomorphic forms. Nirguna bhakti
on the other hand was worship of an abstract form of god.

Q.51 Identify the incorrect statement
A. Alvars and Nayanars were prominent in the sixth century
B. Alvars were who are “immersed” in devotion to Vishnu
C. Nayanars who were devotees of Shiva
D. They settled down at one place and built temple towns

Answer : D,

Solution :

They travelled from place to place singing hymns in Tamil in praise of their gods. During their
travels the Alvars and Nayanars identified certain shrines as abodes of their chosen deities.
Very often large temples were later built at these sacred places. These developed as centres of
pilgrimage. Singing compositions of these poet-saints became part of temple rituals in these
shrines, as did worship of the saints’ images.

Q.52 Identify the incorrect statement
1. Andal’s existence made Bhakti movement different from conventions
2. She saw herself as a beloved of Vishnu
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. none of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

One of the most striking features of these traditions was the presence of women. For instance,
the compositions of Andal, a woman Alvar, were widely sung (and continue to be sung to date).
Andal saw herself as the beloved of Vishnu; her verses express her love for the deity. Another
woman, Karaikkal Ammaiyar, a devotee of Shiva, adopted the path of extreme asceticism in
order to attain her goal. Her compositions were preserved within the Nayanar tradition. These
women renounced their social obligations, but did not join an alternative order or become nuns.
Their very existence and their compositions posed a challenge to patriarchal norms.

Q.53 Which of the following kingdoms played an important role in the life of the Buddha?
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1. Avanti
2. Gandhara
3. Kosala
4. Magadha
Select the correct answer using the code given below.
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. 3 and 4 only

Answer : D,

Solution :

Magadha, Kosala, Vaishali, Vajji etc were the kingdoms and regions that Budha travelled
through.Jetavana (Jeta garden) was perhaps the best known amongst the beautiful gardens
provided to Buddha’s entourage and it was close to Sravasthi, capital of the Kosala kingdom.
Perhaps the second-most important monastic resort of Buddha was the “bamboo grove” in
Rajgriha, capital of Magadha, provided by king Bimbisara.

Q.54 The religion of early Vedic Aryans was primarily of
A. bhakti
B. image worship and yajnas
C. worship of nature and yajnas
D. worship of nature and bhakti

Answer : C,

Solution :

The early Vedic Aryans indulged in Image Worship and Yajnas.

Q.55 Identify the incorrect statements
1. Nayanars are devotees of Shiva
2. Nayanars were hostile to the Buddhists and Jains
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. none of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

Nayanars (literally, leaders who were devotees of Shiva). Interestingly, one of the major themes
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in Tamil bhakti hymns is the poets’ opposition to Buddhism and Jainism. This is particularly
marked in the compositions of the Nayanars. Historians have attempted to explain this hostility
by suggesting that it was due to competition between members of other religious traditions for
royal patronage.

Q.56 Identify the incorrect statement
1. Only nayanars were revered by the vellala peasants
2. The chola kings also tried really hard to win their support
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. none of the above

Answer : B,

Solution :

Both Nayanars and Alvars were revered by the Vellala peasants. Not surprisingly, rulers tried to
win their support as well. The Chola kings, for instance, often attempted to claim divine support
and proclaim their own power and status by building splendid temples that were adorned with
stone and metal sculpture to recreate the visions of these popular saints who sang in the
language of the people.

Q.57 Identify the incorrect statement
1. Lingayats believed in rebirth
2. They supported post-puberty marriage but were against marriage of widows
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. none of the above

Answer : C,

Solution :

They did not believe in rebirth. They supported post-puberty marriage and marriage of widows.

Q.58 Identify the correct statement
1.The vachanas of the virashaiva tradition was composed in Sanskrit
2. The Bhagvata Purana was composed in the sanskritic tradition
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. none of the above
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Answer : B,

Solution :

Our understanding of the Virashaiva tradition is derived from vachanas (literally, sayings)
composed in Kannada by women and men who joined the movement. many ideas of the Tamil
bhaktas (especially the Vaishnavas) were incorporated within the Sanskritic tradition,
culminating in the composition of one of the best-known Puranas, the Bhagavata

Purana.

Q.59 identify the correct statement
1. Many Naths, Jogis and Siddhas worked inside the Brahmanical tradition.
2. Many of them came from the artisanal class
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2
D. none of the above

Answer : B,

Solution :

At the same time other religious leaders, who did not function within the orthodox

Brahmanical framework, were gaining ground. These included the Naths, Jogis and Siddhas.
Many of them came from artisanal groups, including weavers, who were becoming increasingly
important with the development of organised craft production. Demand for such production
grew with the emergence of new urban centres, and long-distance trade with Central Asia and
West Asia.

Q.60 Arrange these scholars chronologically:
A. Shankaracharya—Ramanuja—Chaitanya
B. Ramanuja—Shankaracharya—Chaitanya
C. Ramanuja—Chaitanya—Shankaracharya
D. Shankaracharya—Chaitanya—Ramanuja

Answer : A,

Solution :

Shankaracharya – 8th Century A.D. Ramanuja – 12th Century A.D. Chaitanya – 15th Century
A.D.

Q.61 Identify the incorrect statement
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1. The Turks established the Sultanate dynasty in india in the 13th century
2. The Rajputs were strong in central india as a parallel force
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. none of the above

Answer : B,

Solution :

The sultanate dynasty led to the fall of the rajputs. A new element in this situation was the
coming of the Turks which culminated in the establishment of the Delhi Sultanate (thirteenth
century). This undermined the power of many of the Rajput states and the Brahmanas who
were associated with these kingdoms. This was accompanied by marked changes in the realm
of culture and religion. The coming of the sufis was a significant part of these developments.

Q.62 What does Baudhayan theorem (Baudhayan Sulva Sautra) related to?
A. Lengths of sides of a right-angled triangle
B. area of a circle
C. Logarithmic calculations
D. Normal distribution curve

Answer : A,

Solution :

Baudhayan Sulva Sutra (1000 BC) is today known as the Pythagorous theorem, which states
that in a right-angled triangle, square of the hypotenuse is equal to the sum of the squares of
the other two sides. In Baudhayan theorem, this has been expressed as follows: in a
Deerghchatursh (triangle), the chetra (square) of rajju (hypotenuse) is equal to the sum of
squares of the parshvamani (base) and triyangmani (perpendicular line). It is amazing to note
that the Pythagorus theorem was known in our country as far back as 1000 BC

Q.63 Which one of the Chola kings conquered Ceylon ?
A. Aditya I
B. Rajaraja I
C. Rajendra
D. Vijayalaya

Answer : B,

Solution :

Rajaraja-I attacked and conquered Ceylon and later by Rajendra-I under whom the Ceylon was
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completely subjugated. Raja Raja Chola I (or Rajaraja Chola I) was a renowned king who ruled
over the Chola kingdom of southern India between 985 and 1014 CE. During his reign, the
Cholas expanded beyond South India[5][6] with their domains stretching from Sri Lanka in the
south to Kalinga in the north. Raja Raja Chola also launched several naval campaigns that
resulted in the capture of the Malabar Coast as well as the Maldives and Sri Lanka.

Q.64 Why did the category of people called zimmi have to pay special taxes?
A. they were lower castes
B. it was used to refer to dependents
C. it was used to refer to women
D. refers to Christians and and jews

Answer : D,

Solution :

the category of the zimmi, meaning protected (derived from the Arabic word zimma, protection)
developed for peoples who followed revealed scriptures, such as the Jews and Christians, and
lived under Muslim rulership. They paid a tax called jizya and gained the right to be protected
by Muslims. In India this status was extended to Hindus as well.

Q.65 Which of the following terms is used incorrectly in the context
1. When the shaikh died, the ziyarat became the centre of devotion
2. This encouraged the practice of pilgrimage to his grave
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. none of the above

Answer : B,

Solution :

When the shaikh died, his tomb-shrine (dargah, a Persian term meaning court) became the
centre of devotion for his followers. This encouraged the practice of pilgrimage or ziyarat to his
grave.

Q.66 Identify the correct statement
1. A major feature of the sufi tradition was austerity
2. They did not accept donations for fear of compromising their moral authority
A. 1only
B. 2 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. none of the above
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Answer : A,

Solution :

A major feature of the Chishti tradition was austerity, including maintaining a distance from
worldly power. However, this was by no means a situation of absolute isolation from political
power. The sufis accepted unsolicited grants and donations from the political elites. The Sultans
in turn set up charitable trusts (auqaf ) as endowments for hospices and

granted tax-free land (inam). The Chishtis accepted donations in cash and kind. Rather than
accumulate donations, they preferred to use these fully on immediate requirements such as
food, clothes, living quarters and ritual necessities (such as sama‘ ). All this enhanced the

moral authority of the shaikhs, which in turn attracted people from all walks of life.

Q.67 What are Noira and Saqia related to?
A. Dresses worn by Mughals during weddings
B. Water drawing devices
C. Delicacies from the Sultanate era
D. Sufi schools of South India

Answer : B,

Solution :

The biggest confusion amongst authors and people is between the more common water wheel
and the Persian wheel. The water wheel -the noria- is perhaps an Egyptian invention and is a
stream or river based water lifting device. It even acts as a water mill at times. It is however
powered by water and not by draught animals. It uses the strength of the water current to move
and to translate that to a grinding action in the case of a mill and to lift it to greater heads in
other cases. The Persian wheel, also the saqia, is a land based water lifting device from wells,
more in the nature of a pump. In fact in parts of Kolar in Karnataka, India it is called a ‘bucket
pump’. It does not use waterpower but draught animal power to lift water from open wells.
Joseph Needham gave a clear definition of the two forms, the noria having the containers fixed
to the rim of the wheel, and the saqiya on the rope or chain flung over the wheel

Q.68 ‘ESKAPE’ has been recently seen in news in relation to healthcare. What does it mean?
A. A vial that helps treat symptoms of Breast Cancer
B. A solvent used to treat bite wounds
C. A group of mostly multi-drug resistant pathogens
D. A diagnostic test used to identify leprosy

Answer : C,

Solution :
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“ESKAPE” refers to a group of pathogens (Enterococcus faecium, Staphylococcus aureus,
Klebsiella pneumoniae, Acinetobacter baumannii, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, and Enterobacter
species). ESKAPE pathogens are considered the leading cause of nosocomial (hospital-born) and
hospital acquired infections throughout the world. Most of these strains are multidrug resistant
isolates, and treatment of these infections is one of the greatest challenges in clinical practice.

Q.69 Consider the following about Gratuity. Choose the correct statement(s)
1.All the gratuity received by any employee under the Gratuity Act 1972 is fully exempt
from taxation
2.Gratuity is given to the employee at the end of every month along with the salary
3.Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972 applies to establishments employing 10 or more persons.
A. 2 only
B. 1 and 2 only
C. 3 only
D. 1 and 3 only

Answer : C,

Solution :

Gratuity is a part of salary that is received by an employee from his/her employer in gratitude
for the services offered by the employee in the company. Gratuity is a defined benefit plan and
is one of the many retirement benefits offered by the employer to the employee upon leaving
his job. An employee may leave his job for various reasons, such as -
retirement/superannuation, for a better job elsewhere, on being retrenched or by way of
voluntary retirement. Gratuity may be one of the components of your CTC (cost to company). It
is taxed under the head Income from Salaries. Some portion of gratuity received is exempt from
tax as per Section 10(10) of the Income Tax Act

Gratuity is payable to an employee when an employee leaves employment after completing at
least five years in service with an employer – so this is payable –

On superannuation (means an employee who attains the age of retirement is said to be in
superannuation)

On retirement or resignation

On death or disablement due to accident or disease (the time limit of 5 years shall not apply in
the case of death or disablement of the employee)

Gratuity is not paid as part of your regular monthly salary; it is only payable on the occurrence
of any of the above events.

Q.70 Consider the following about Antibiotic Resistance. Choose the correct statement(s)
1.One of the major causes is haphazard use of antibiotics in animal husbandry as growth
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promoters
2.High-end antibiotics are commonly used to treat regular infections
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

Antibiotic resistance has become a global crisis that threatens the management of infections,
both in the community and in hospital practice.

The major reasons are:

•The indiscriminate use of antibiotics, including against viral infections, especially in countries
like India where they are commonly available over the counter;

•Their prolonged use in patients admitted to hospitals; and their abuse in animal husbandry as
growth promoters.

•Cheaper antibiotics such as penicillin, tetracycline or co-trimoxazole can often no longer cure
an infection, and high-end ones like third- and fourth-generation cephalosporin and carbapenem
are commonly used, doctors in India believe.

•In hospital critical care units, more than 50% organisms are now resistant even to these drugs.

Technically, antibiotic resistance is a subset of antimicrobial resistance (AMR), which is a wider
category that covers resistance in all microorganisms — bacteria, parasites, viruses and fungi —
to drugs. But as antibiotics (drugs against bacteria) are the commonest antimicrobials, the two
terms are often used interchangeably. Some 700,000 people die of resistant infections every
year globally, a number that is estimated to rise to 10 million by 2050.

India, because of its sheer numbers, poor literacy and awareness, and lax controls over medical
practices, is on the frontlines of the global AMR public health crisis. A 2015 WHO multi-country
survey recorded “widespread public misunderstanding” about antibiotic use in India, and Health
Minister J P Nadda, in April 2016, flagged antimicrobial resistance as a “serious threat to global
public health”. As per the National Action Plan on Antimicrobial Resistance (NAP-AMR), the
crude mortality from infectious diseases in India is 417 per 100,000, and India is among
countries with the highest burden of bacterial infections.

Q.71 Consider the following about Derivatives. Choose the correct statement(s)
1.Derivatives are traded Over the Counter (OTC) only
2. Derivatives began as means to balance exchange rates
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A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : B,

Solution :

derivative is a security with a price that is dependent upon or derived from one or more
underlying assets. The derivative itself is a contract between two or more parties based upon
the asset or assets. Its value is determined by fluctuations in the underlying asset. The most
common underlying assets include stocks, bonds, commodities, currencies, interest rates and
market indexes. Derivatives can either be traded over-the-counter (OTC) or on an exchange.
OTC derivatives constitute the greater proportion of derivatives in existence and are
unregulated, whereas derivatives traded on exchanges are standardized. OTC derivatives
generally have greater risk for the counterparty than do standardized derivatives. Originally,
derivatives were used to ensure balanced exchange rates for goods traded internationally. With
differing values of different national currencies, international traders needed a system of
accounting for these differences. Today, derivatives are based upon a wide variety of
transactions and have many more uses. There are even derivatives based on weather data,
such as the amount of rain or the number of sunny days in a particular region.

Q.72 Consider the following about P-Notes. Choose
1.Participatory Notes mostly manifest themselves as FDIs
2.Banning P-Notes will immediately boost our economy
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : D,

Solution :

In 1992, India allowed Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs) to buy stocks listed on Indian
exchanges. However, all investors, whether institutions or individuals, were required to register
themselves with the capital markets regulator, SEBI. To get around these restrictions, FIIs
started to issue so-called participatory notes (or PNs) to investors who, for various reasons,
wanted to remain anonymous. PNs were essentially Overseas Derivative Instruments (or ODIs)
that had Indian stocks or derivatives as their underlying securities, with the holder entitled to
the income or capital appreciation from such investment. With FIIs now controlling 20 per cent
of the free float in listed Indian companies, policymakers would want to think several times,
especially in a country which runs a current account deficit and needs foreign investment to
bridge the gap in savings.
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Q.73 Consider the following about FSSAI (The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India)
Choose the correct statement(s)
1.It is an independent constitutional body.
2.It is responsible for accreditation of laboratories and notification of the accredited
laboratories.
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : B,

Solution :

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has been established under Food
Safety and Standards Act , 2006 (statutory body) which consolidates various acts & orders that
have hitherto handled food related issues in various Ministries and Departments.

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India is the Administrative Ministry for the
implementation of FSSAI.

FSSAI has been mandated by the FSS Act, 2006 for performing the following functions:

•Framing of Regulations to lay down the Standards and guidelines in relation to articles of food
and specifying appropriate system of enforcing various standards thus notified.

•Laying down mechanisms and guidelines for accreditation of certification bodies engaged in
certification of food safety management system for food businesses.

•Laying down procedure and guidelines for accreditation of laboratories and notification of the
accredited laboratories.

•To provide scientific advice and technical support to Central Government and State
Governments in the matters of framing the policy and rules in areas which have a direct or
indirect bearing of food safety and nutrition.

•Collect and collate data regarding food consumption, incidence and prevalence of biological
risk, contaminants in food, residues of various, contaminants in foods products, identification of
emerging risks and introduction of rapid alert system.

•Creating an information network across the country so that the public, consumers, Panchayats
etc receive rapid, reliable and objective information about food safety and issues of concern.

•Provide training programmes for persons who are involved or intend to get involved in food
businesses.
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•Contribute to the development of international technical standards for food, sanitary and
phyto-sanitary standards.

•Promote general awareness about food safety and food standards.

Q.74 Consider the following about ‘Operation Insaniyat’. Choose the incorrect statement(s)
1.It is the assistance provided to the government of Myanmar to address the situation of
Rohingya Muslims
2.The government is sending relief material like rice, pulses, sugar, salt, cooking oil etc.
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : A,

Solution :

In response to the humanitarian crisis being faced on account of the large influx of refugees into
Bangladesh, Government of India has decided to extend assistance to Bangladesh. The relief
material consists of items required urgently by the affected people, namely rice, pulses, sugar,
salt, cooking oil, tea, ready to eat noodles, biscuits, mosquito nets etc. The relief material will
be delivered in multiple consignments, the first tranche of which will be brought to Chittagong
by an Indian Air Force plane on 14th September 2017. India has always responded readily and
swiftly to any crisis in Bangladesh, in keeping with the close ties of friendship between the
peoples of India and Bangladesh. India stands ready to provide any assistance required by
Government of Bangladesh in this hour of need.

Q.75 FoSCoRIS has been recently seen in news. What is it related to?
A. Petroleum Pricing
B. Food Safety
C. Bovine Conservation
D. Anti-Thalassemia Drug

Answer : B,

Solution :

To bring in transparency in food safety inspection and sampling, food regulator FSSAI today put
in place a nationwide online platform and asked states to adopt this system as it would help
eliminate discrepancy and make food safety officers accountable.

The web-based ‘FoSCoRIS’ system will help verify compliance of food safety and hygiene
standards by food businesses as per the government norms. The new system will bring together
all key stakeholders — food businesses, food safety officers (FSOs), designated officers, state
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food safety commissioners — on a nation-wide IT platform and data related to inspection,
sampling and test result data will be shared seamlessly by all the officials.

Q.76 Consider the following about Brane Crafts seen in the news recently. Choose the incorrect
statement(s)
1.It is bulletproof in spite of being ultra-thin.
2.The aim of it is to launch satellites at a cheaper cost than before
3.It is powered by, among other things, solar cells
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 only
C. 1 only
D. All are correct

Answer : B,

Solution :

A 'brane' is a dynamical object that can propagate through spacetime. Flattening a spacecraft
into a membrane, or 2-brane, can produce a low mass vehicle with ultra-high power-to-weight
ratio (7.7 kW/kg using thin film solar cells). The target application is removal of orbital debris in
low Earth orbit (LEO) through rendezvous, contact, conformal wrapping, and application of
thrust.

Scientists are developing an ultra-thin spacecraft that can remove space debris - which
potentially threaten satellites or astronauts - by enveloping junk in the Earths orbit and
dragging it through the atmosphere, causing it to burn up.

The Brane Craft, being developed by US-based Aerospace Corporation, is a flexible and less
than half the thickness of a human hair. The spacecraft is designed to be resilient. Its
microprocessor and digital electronics are fabricated in a way to ensure that if one component
gets damaged, the others will continue to work. Brane Crafts will be powered by ultrathin solar
cells as well as a little bit of propellant. The company plans to launch the craft frequently, with
many Branes deployed at the same time, helping to reduce costs.

Q.77 Consider the following about CARB-X initiative. Choose the incorrect statement(s)
1.It is fully funded by the World Health Organisation to help children suffering from
malnutrition
2.The research projects covered under the scheme will aim at fortifying food products
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,
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Solution :

CARB-X, or Combating Antibiotic Resistant Bacteria Biopharmaceutical Accelerator, is a public-
private international partnership, which was set up in 2016 to focus on innovations to improve
diagnosis and treatment of drug-resistant infections. It grew out of President Barack Obama’s
2015 Combating Antibiotic Resistant Bacteria (CARB) initiative, and is funded by the London-
based biomedical research charity Wellcome Trust, and the Biomedical Advanced Research and
Development Authority (BARDA) of the US Department of Health and Human Services. The
partnership provides a new, collaborative approach to speed research, development and
delivery of new antibiotics, vaccines, diagnostics, and other innovative products to address the
urgent global problem of drug-resistant bacterial infections.

Q.78 Consider the following statements. Choose the correct statement(s)
1.Gram negative bacteria form a considerable share of multi-drug resistant bacteria
2.The difference between Gram positive and Gram negative predominantly stems from
the difference in their cell-walls
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

Bacteria are classified as Gram-positive and Gram-negative, based on a structural difference in
their cell walls that is detectable through a staining technique developed in 1884 by the Danish
bacteriologist Hans Christian Gram. Gram-negative bacteria are responsible for 20-25% of
infections, and are multi drug resistant — which is the ability of bacteria to defend themselves
against drugs that try to kill them.

Q.79 Consider the following statements about Fire and Forget Anti Tank Guided Missile Nag.
Choose the incorrect statement(s)
1.Nag can be launched from land and air-based platforms
2.It was developed by India in partnership with Israel
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : B,

Solution :

Nag is a third generation "fire-and-forget" anti-tank missile developed in India. It is one of five
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missile systems developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
under the Integrated Guided Missile Development Program (IGMDP).

•The third-generation Fire and Forget ATGM Nag is equipped with many advanced technologies
including Imaging Infrared Radar (IIR) Seeker with integrated avionics, a capability possessed
by few nations in the world

•The missile is developed to support both mechanised infantry and airborne forces of the Indian
Army

•The missile incorporates an advanced passive homing guidance system and possesses high
single-shot kill probability

•It is designed to destroy modern main battle tanks and other heavily armoured targets

•Nag can be launched from land and air-based platforms. The land version is currently available
for integration on the Nag missile carrier (NAMICA), which is derived from a BMP-2 tracked
infantry combat vehicle

•The helicopter-launched configuration, designated as helicopter-launched NAG (HELINA), can
be fired from Dhruv advanced light helicopter (ALH) and HAL Rudra (ALH WSI) attack helicopter

•The test was carried out by the Defence Research and Development Organisation scientists
with the participation of senior officials from the armed forces

Q.80 Consider the following about Swachhta Hi Seva campaign. Choose the correct
statement(s)
1.One of the aims is to make the environment Open Defecation Free
2.The idea is just to mobilize government servants towards implementing the scheme
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : A,

Solution :

The campaign is being coordinated by Union Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, which is
the concerned ministry managing the Swachh Bharat Mission

•It was launched by President Ram Nath Kovind from Ishworiganj village in Kanpur, Uttar
Pradesh

•It will be running from September 15 to October 2, 2017
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•Its objective is to mobilise people and reinforce jan aandolan (mass movement) for sanitation
to contribute to Mahatma Gandhi's dream of a Clean India

•The campaign is aiming for large scale mobilisation of people from all walks of life to volunteer
for cleanliness and construction of toilets

•They will target the cleaning of public and tourist places and to make the environment open
defecation free

•The Ministry has made elaborate plans along with State Governments to involve people from
various walks of life and make this an unprecedented people's campaign

•One of the major part of the campaign is to reach out to the poor and marginalised and
provide them with sustainable sanitation services

Q.81 Which of the following is NOT a parameter under the Global Human Capital Index
A. Capacity – determined by past investment in formal education
B. Deployment – accumulation of skills through work
C. Know-how – specialized skills-use at work
D. Health – Advent of diseases and probable infections at workplaces

Answer : D,

Solution :

The report measures 130 countries against four key areas of human capital development:

•Capacity (determined by past investment in formal education)

•Deployment (accumulation of skills through work)

•Development (continued upskilling and reskilling of existing workers)

•Know-how (specialised skills-use at work).

According to the report, 62 per cent of human capital has now been developed globally.

Q.82 Consider the following statements about 4th Industrial Revolution ushered in World
Economic Forum. Which of the following are incorrect statement(s)?
1.It is marked by a fusion of technologies linking the physical, digital and biological
worlds.
2.This will disrupt every industry and Block Chain system is an example
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2
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Answer : C,

Solution :

The fourth industrial revolution is marked by a fusion of technologies straddling the physical,
digital and biological worlds. In a paper on The Fourth Industrial Revolution: what it means, how
to respond, Schwab (Chairman of WEF) says that three things about the ongoing transformation
mark it out as a new phase rather than a prolongation of the current revolution — velocity,
scope, and systems impact. The speed of change is utterly unprecedented, it is disrupting
almost every industry in every country, and it heralds “the transformation of entire systems of
production, management, and governance”.

A WEF paper by Nicholas Davis, head of Society and Innovation at the Forum, describes the new
revolution as the advent of cyber-physical systems which, while being “reliant on the
technologies and infrastructure of the third industrial revolution…, represent entirely new ways
in which technology becomes embedded within societies and even our human bodies”.
Examples, Davis says, include genome editing, new forms of machine intelligence, and
breakthrough approaches to governance that rely on cryptographic methods such as
blockchain.

Q.83 Consider the following about India’s performance in the Global Human Capital Index
rankings. Choose the correct statement(s)
1.India’s rank is the lowest among BRICS economies
2.When it comes to development of skills needed for the future, the country fares
strongly, ranking 65 out of 130
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

The WEF said India is ranked lower than its BRICS peers, with the Russian Federation placed as
high as the 16th place, followed by China at the 34th, Brazil at the 77th and South Africa at the
87th place

Among the South Asian countries as well, India was ranked lower than Sri Lanka and Nepal,
although it sat higher than neighbouring Bangladesh and Pakistan

"India is held back by a number of factors, including low educational attainment (primary
education attainment among 25 to 54-year-olds is 110th for example) and low deployment of its
human capital, meaning that the skills available are not getting put to good use", WEF said,
according to PTI
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Giving examples, WEF said India ranks 118 for labour force participation among the key 35 to
54-year-old demographic, suggesting that far too many Indians are engaged in informal or
subsidiary employment

"However there is a modern India rising. When it comes to development of skills needed for the
future, the country fares strongly, ranking 65 out of 130," it said, adding that the country also
performed well in the know-how parameter that measures the use of specialised skills at work

"India faces a number of challenges but looks to be moving in the right direction," WEF noted

India was ranked 105th on this list last year, while Finland was at the top. This year, Finland was
pushed to the second place by Norway.

Q.84 Consider the following about Gian Domenico Cassini, the person after whom the US
Cassini mission was named after
1.He was the first person to record zodiacal light.
2.He also worked with applied hydraulics and wrote a number of memoirs on flood
control
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

•He discovered four moons of Saturn and was the first person to record zodiacal light.

•Cassini was the first to observe Jupiter and its satellites as the moons passed between Sun and
Jupiter

•Cassini used the observation of the spots on Jupiter to measure the time the planet requires to
make one rotation

•The French astronomer also observed Mars the same way and in 1666, calculated its rotational
period as 24 hours and 40 minutes. Now, the rotational period of the Red Planet is considered at
24 hours 37 minutes 22.66 seconds

•He discovered four of Saturn's satellites - Iapetus in 1671, Rhea in 1672, and Tethys and Dione
in 1684

•In 1668, Cassini recorded the positions Jupiter's moons in a table. In 1675, Ole Romer, a
Danish astronomer, used the data to establish that the speed of light was actually finite
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•The astronomer discovered that Jupiter was flattened at the poles as a result of its axial
rotation

•Cassini also worked with applied hydraulics and wrote a number of memoirs on flood control

Q.85 What is Parallax Error related to?
A. Food Safety
B. Pollution Control
C. Measurement of Lengths
D. Sex Education

Answer : C,

Solution :

Parallax error occurs when the measurement of an object's length is more or less than the true
length because of your eye being positioned at an angle to the measurement markings. For
example, a person viewing a car's speedometer from the driver's seat will get an accurate
reading because she has a direct line of sight. A person viewing the speedometer from the
passenger seat will overestimate the reading because of the angle between his eye, the meter
and the arrow.

Q.86 Consider the following about YUVA, launched by Delhi Police. Choose the incorrect
statement(s)
1.It is launched in partnership with National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) and
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)
2.Juvenile offenders and victims of crime are chosen to provide training
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : D,

Solution :

Delhi Police has teamed up with National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) and
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) for a mass job linked skill training

The National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) will be providing skill training to youth
under the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY)

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) will provide job linked training and job guarantee

The youth in the age group of 17-25 years were selected by Delhi Police for this training
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They were selected on the basis of a detailed exercise conducted in all 13 districts under Delhi
Police's jurisdiction

These youth come from various backgrounds ranging from school dropouts, victims of crimes,
and juvenile offenders to families in dire state mostly from underprivileged colonies

Currently, over 2,269 candidates were selected to be trained by 36 training partners in 45 skills
police stations of Delhi Police have been identified for Skill Development Centres to be opened
at the earliest

Q.87 Consider the following statements about Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana. Choose
the correct statement(s)
1.The government bears the cost of training of the trainees
2.The training, among other things includes behavioral change
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

The Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) is a flagship Skill Certification Scheme of
Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE)

It was introduced in July 2015 and its objective is to equip a large number of Indian youth with
industry-relevant skill training that will help them securing a better livelihood

Individuals with prior learning experience or skills are also assessed and certified under
Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL)

Government pays for the complete training and assessment fees of the individuals

The training also includes soft skills, personal grooming and behavioural change

National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) implements the skill training based on the
national skill qualification framework (NSQF) and industry led standards.

Q.88 Assertion: In case of a marathon, men may finish faster than women but women are less
tired after running Reason: Women are far superior when it comes to muscle endurance
and stamina
A. A is right and R is the correct explanation of A
B. A is right but R is not the correct explanation of A
C. A is right but R is not correct
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D. Both A and R are not correct

Answer : A,

Solution :

Men may possess more physical strength than women, but the ladies are far superior when it
comes to muscle endurance and stamina, a new study has found. This study was conducted in
the University of British Columbia

In the study, nine women and eight men were asked to flex their foot against a series of sensors
as quickly as they could for almost 200 times

The researchers took note of speed, power and torque, rotational force of their movements and
electrical activity of their muscles

Initially men were faster and more powerful than women but then they got exhausted quickly

They chose to record foot movements because it makes use of calf muscles on the back of the
leg, which are essential for practical, everyday tasks like standing and walking

"We know from previous research that for events like ultra-trail running, males may complete
them faster but females are considerably less tired by the end," explained Professor Brian
Dalton (author of the study)

It is clear that women are stronger than men when it comes to using their muscles for a long
time.

"If ever an ultra-ultra-marathon is developed, women may well dominate in that arena" he
added.

Q.89 Consider the following in relation to the Videsh Bhavan plan of the Ministry of External
Affairs. Choose the correct statement(s)
1.This will cut costs besides ensuring improved efficiency and speedy delivery of various
services
2.The first pilot project is planned to be brought up in Mumbai
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

The state-of-art office in BKC will be merging four offices of the Union Ministry of External
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Affairs; Regional Passport Office (RPO), Protector of Emigrants (PoE) office, Branch Secretariat
and Regional Office of ICCR

The the first pilot project of Videsh Bhavan is being planned in Mumbai and there will be more
cropping up after analysing the working of this one. Currently, 90-plus RPOs and PoEs across
the country function from rented offices

Merging and integrating them into similar Videsh Bhavans in different state capitals is expected.
Spearheaded by Sushma Swaraj, the Union Ministry of External Affairs has promised to become
more 'people-oriented'.

This will cut costs besides ensuring improved efficiency and speedy delivery of various services.
The pilot project is part of Union Government's policy to bring together different offices of the
MEA under a single roof and work closely with states as more and more Indians are going
abroad for education, employment, business and tourism.

Q.90 Which of the following is not true about PM2.5 pollutant?
A. It is 30 times finer than a human hair
B. It can cause permanent DNA mutations
C. These particles also reduce visibility
D. The WHO standard for permissible levels of PM2.5 in the air (annual) is followed by the CPCB

while fixing limts

Answer : D,

Solution :

The standard set by the WHO estimates the number of years a country could add to its people's
lives by meeting their standards for PM2.5. The WHO standard for permissible levels of PM2.5 in
the air (annual) is 10 micrograms per cubic metre (ug/m3). India's National Ambient Air Quality
standard for PM2.5 is set at 40 ug/m3 which is 4 times higher!

What is PM2.5 pollutant?

It is particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in size, or 30 times finer than a human hair

When inhaled, can enter deep into the lungs and sometimes the bloodstream to cause serious
harm

The tiny particles also reduces visibility and cause the air to appear hazy when levels are
elevated

It is one of the deadliest form of air pollution as it can penetrate deep into blood streams
unfiltered and can cause permanent DNA mutations, heart attacks and premature death.

Q.91 The first ever advanced Homoeopathy Virology lab in India is setup in
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A. New Delhi
B. Kolkatta
C. Chennai
D. Dehradun

Answer : B,

Solution :

India's first state-of-the-art virology laboratory is up and running now in Kolkata. The laboratory
is only one of its kind in India for conducting basic and fundamental research in Homoeopathy

The research will be done on viral diseases like influenza, dengue, chikunguniya, Japanese
encephalitis and swine flu (H1N1)

It will develop new drugs and technologies to combat emerging challenges of viral diseases

The laboratory is recognized by the Calcutta University to undertake research work of PhD
students in field of homoeopathy.

Q.92 The Sahara Forest Project is related to which of the following
A. Curbing deforestation in the Sahara region
B. Converting desert lands into farmlands
C. Rehabilitation of displaced animals
D. In-situ conservation of endangered species in Sahara region

Answer : B,

Solution :

In a bid to turn the desert land into a flourishing farmland, Jordan has launched Sahara forest
project, which will use innovative technology to produce food using, sun and sea water.

The Sahara forest project (SFP) was recently inaugurated by Jordan's King Abdullah II and Crown
Prince Haakon of Norway, near the southern port city of Aqaba. The SFP is centered around the
core technologies of saltwater-cooled greenhouses, concentrated solar power, and desert
revegetation practices. In the first stage, the area for the project covers the area equivalent to
the size of four football pitches The facility will produce energy, fresh water and food The
project aims to produce 130 tons of organic vegetables per year and 10,000 litres of fresh water
per day in the water-poor nation The project will use solar panels to meet its power
requirements and include outdoor planting space, two saltwater-cooled greenhouses, a water
desalination unit and will also have salt ponds for salt production The Norwegian government
and European Union are the two biggest donors to the project Later, the project will be
expanded from three hectares to around 2000 hectares of desert.

Q.93 Consider the following statements about MOU for Silk Industry between India and Japan.
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Choose the correct statement(s)
1.The aim is to develop hybrid silkworms suited to our climatic conditions
2.India will be able to produce a better class of silk and silk products for the indigenous
market only
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : A,

Solution :

The MoU is of great scientific and technological nature The main aim is to develop prolific
bivoltine hybrids of silkworm suitable for Indian tropical conditions which needs pooling of
research resources The hybrid silkworms will help improve the quality standards and
manufacturing capacity of Indian sericulture industry The quality enhancement will lead to a
igher number of silk and silk product exports Besides the international exports, the Indian
Textiles and Apparel Industry will be able to produce a better class of silk and silk products for
the indigenous market.

Q.94 Consider the following. Choose the correct statement(s) Assertion: Bacteria turn drug-
resistant faster in space Reason: Bacteria shapeshift in space to prevent harm to
themselves
A. A is right and R is the correct explanation of A
B. A is right but R is not the correct explanation of A
C. A is right but R is not correct
D. Both A and R are not correct

Answer : A,

Solution :

The International Space Station (ISS) has revealed in a report that bacteria 'shapeshift' in space
to prevent harm to itself. Experiments onboard the ISS has been undergoing for quite some
time to see the reaction of bacteria under various conditions. This discovery potentially poses a
big threat to the future of space travel, especially if they happen less frequently. Bacteria can
infect astronauts, and antibiotics can be used against the threat, but with an ever evolving
bacteria, the resistance will be quicker and more effective to our antibiotics. This can lead to
common infections becoming deadly for people travelling to space. Until now, scientists have
known that bacteria behave differently in space compared to their behaviour on Earth. It took a
higher level of antibiotics for the same Earth-like infections.

Q.95 Consider the following about National Green Tribunal. Choose the correct statement(s)
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1.It is guided by principles of natural justice
2.It is a constitutional body setup under Article 21
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : A,

Solution :

The National Green Tribunal has been established on 18.10.2010 under the National Green
Tribunal Act 2010 for effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental
protection and conservation of forests and other natural resources including enforcement of any
legal right relating to environment and giving relief and compensation for damages to persons
and property and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. It is a specialized body
equipped with the necessary expertise to handle environmental disputes involving multi-
disciplinary issues. The Tribunal shall not be bound by the procedure laid down under the Code
of Civil Procedure, 1908, but shall be guided by principles of natural justice. The Tribunal's
dedicated jurisdiction in environmental matters shall provide speedy environmental justice and
help reduce the burden of litigation in the higher courts. The Tribunal is mandated to make and
endeavour for disposal of applications or appeals finally within 6 months of filing of the same.
Initially, the NGT is proposed to be set up at five places of sittings and will follow circuit
procedure for making itself more accessible. New Delhi is the Principal Place of Sitting of the
Tribunal and Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and Chennai shall be the other four place of sitting of the
Tribunal.

Q.96 Article 239AA of Indian constitution is related to which of the following
A. High Court Writs
B. Tax Laws
C. Delhi (NCR)
D. Authoritative text of Constitution in Hindi

Answer : C,

Solution :

http://www.constitution.org/cons/india/p08239aa.html

Q.97 ‘LokaVibhaga’ is related to which of the following?
A. Hinduism
B. Jainism
C. Buddhism
D. Ajeevakas
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Answer : B,

Solution :

The Lokavibhaga is a Jain cosmological text originally composed in Prakrit by a Digambara
monk, Sarvanandi, surviving in a Sanskrit version compiled by one Simhasuri. It was considered
to contain the oldest known mention of numeral zero ("0") and the decimal positional system
until parts of the Bakhshali Manuscript on arithmetic, which also uses a symbol for zero, were
carbon-dated to be older. The discovery of the manuscript preserving the text was mentioned
by the Archaeological Department of Mysore in their report for 1909-10.

The surviving manuscripts state that the original Prakrit work was written down by Sarvanandi
at Patalika in the Banarastra on a certain day the astronomical details of which are given. It is
further stated therein it was in Saka 380, corresponding to CE 458. The surviving text is a
Sanskrit translation by one Simhasuri, copied "some considerable time" after that date by one
Simhasuri.

Q.98 Consider the following about Tebhaga Peasant Movement in Bengal. Which of the
following are true?
1.The claim was for reduction of the share of the landlords from one-half of the crop to
one-third
2.It had a huge chunk of peasants wanting their debts to be written off
3.Floud Commission had made recommendation in favour of the share-croppers
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 2 only
D. 1 and 3 only

Answer : D,

Solution :

The Tebhaga movement was significant peasant agitation, initiated in Bengal by the Kisan
Sabha (peasant front of the Communist Party of India) in 1946–47. At that time sharecroppers
had contracted to give half of their harvest to the landlords. The demand of the Tebhaga
(sharing by thirds) movement was to reduce the landlord share to one third. In many areas the
agitations turned violent, and landlords fled, leaving parts of the countryside in the hands of
Kisan Sabha. In 1946, sharecroppers began to assert that they would pay only one-third and
that before division the crop would stay in their godowns and not that of the Jotedars. The
sharecroppers were encouraged by the fact that the Bengal Land Revenue Commission had
already made this recommendation in its report to the government. The movement resulted in
clashes between Jotedars and Bargadars. As a response to the agitation, the Muslim League
ministry in the province launched the Bargadari Act, which provided that the share of the
harvest given to the landlords would be limited to one third of the total. However, the law was
not fully implemented. The Bengal Land revenue Commission popularly known as Floud
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Commission had made recommendation in favour of the share-croppers.

Q.99 Which of the following parties were established by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar?
1. Depressed Classes Federation
2. Scheduled Castes Federation
3. The Independent Labour Party
Select the correct answer using the codes given below :
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 3 only
D. All of the above

Answer : D,

Solution :

Scheduled Castes Federation (SCF) was an organisation in India founded by B. R. Ambedkar in
1942 to campaign for the rights of the Dalit community. He had founded the Depressed Classes
Federation (DCF) in 1930 and the Independent Labour Party (ILP) in 1935. Sources vary
regarding which of these two bodies was succeeded by the SCF. SCF later evolved into the
Republican Party of India.

Q.100Consider the following statements about Madame Cama. Which of these are true?
1.She worked with Dadabai Naoroji in his campaign to contest in the 1906 General Election
2.She began publishing a monthly journal called Bande Mataram after the assassination of Sir
Curzon-Wyllie.
A. 1 only
B. 2 only
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Answer : C,

Solution :

Madame Cama is known as the 'Mother of Indian Revolution'. She was married to Rustom Cama,
a wealthy lawyer based in Bombay. Having worked as a social worker during the Bombay
Plague epidemic in 1897, she became ill herself and was sent to Britain in 1901/2 for treatment.

Cama met Shyamaji Krishnavarma and became involved in European revolutionary circles. She
met Dadabhai Naoroji, a moderate nationalist, and worked for him in his unsuccessful campaign
to contest Lambeth North in the 1906 General Election. However, Cama identified with more
radical politics than Naoroji's, in particular the Indian Home Rule Society and Krishnavarma's
India House.
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In 1907, she attended the International Socialist Congress at Stuttgart. Cama addressed the
delegates at Stuttgart and unfolded the Indian Tricolour Flag (green, yellow and red) with Bande
Mataram written on the middle.

This was the first time an Indian flag was displayed in a foreign country and was part of the
template for the tricolour adopted by the Indian nation.

In 1909, Cama settled in Paris and began publishing a monthly journal called Bande Mataram
after the assassination of Sir Curzon-Wyllie. Her house became a meeting point for various
revolutionaries and exiles (Virendranath Chattopadhyaya, V. D. Savarkar, members of the
Ghadr Party) and she met many Indians when they came through Europe (Jawaharlal Nehru,
Herabai Tata, Mithan Lam).

Cama herself was an exile from India until she renounced seditionist activities. The portrayal of
the revolutionary Indian wife Kamala in Alice Sorabji Pennell’s Doorways of the East appears to
be based on the life and character of Madame Cama.

In November 1935, she returned to Bombay and died nine months later.


