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We all want our lives to count, to make a difference for what matters most.  
So, in the eyes of our Father in heaven, what does matter most?  If you 
want your life to count for something that makes a difference in history—
and eternity—you’ll choose what is important to him.  A bird’s-eye view of 
the Bible—from Genesis to Revelation—reveals a clear picture of God’s 
priorities.  Best of all, He invites us to partner with him in this mission! 
 
 What is God's mission & how is it the over-arching narrative in history?  

 
The character of God demands it.  
 

1. The Bible is clear on this defining characteristic:  “God is love.”   
1 John 4:8,16 

 

2. God’s mission of love is the reason Jesus has invaded Planet Earth.  
 1st coming: “God so loved the world that He gave…”  John 3:16 

  “Jesus came to seek and to save the lost.”  Luke 19:10   
 

2nd coming:  He’s “patient, not wanting anyone to perish.” 2 Peter 3:9 

“This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the 
whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the 
end will come.”  Matthew 24:14 

 

 God has always been on a mission to help people everywhere 
find a personal relationship with him.  What would others say is 
central in my thinking and life? 

 
The activity of God proves it.  
 

1. Nearly every act of God since the Fall has been a missionary act. 
The Bible is not a collection of stories, but one big story…a narrative 
that is still unfolding today, a story of God’s activity in our world.    
 Adam & Eve—a sacrifice to provide forgiveness.  Genesis 3:15-21 
 The Flood—a people are preserved for God’s plans.  Genesis 6 
 Abraham—God builds a nation to bring His blessing. Genesis 12 

 Promised Messiah—Jesus arrives to take away all sin. 1 John 2:2 
 Pentecost—the Spirit comes to empower us for mission.  Acts 1:8 

 

 God’s activity reveals what’s most on His heart.  What does my 
activity reveal about what’s central in my heart? 

 
The promises of God guarantee his purpose will succeed. 
 

1. The promise is made:  “All peoples of the earth will be blessed.”  
Genesis 12:1-3; 18:18; 22:18; 26:4; 28:4,14 

 

2. The promise is repeated:  Psalm 67:2; 72:17; 1 Kings 8:43,60; Isaiah 49:6 
 

3. The promise is kept!  “The Scripture…announced the gospel in 
advance to Abraham:  ‘All nations will be blessed through you’…God 
“redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come 
to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit.”  Galatians 3:8,14 

 

 Does my prayer life reflect this dominant theme of Scripture?  “Lord, 
use my life, my church, to be a blessing to people from every nation.” 

 
The commands of God invite all of us to participate.  
 

Jesus delivered his Great Commission to his followers again and again:   
 

1. John 20:21—“As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 
 

2. Matthew 28:20—“Go and make disciples of all nations…” 
 

3. Luke 24:44-48—“You are witnesses…” 
 

4. Acts 1:8—“You will be my witnesses…” 
 

5. Mark 16:15—“Go into all the world and preach the good news to 
all creation.” 

 

 What part does Jesus want me to have in his plan for getting the 
Good News of his compassion and forgiveness to people in every 
nation?  How can I increase my participation in his plans? 

 
Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 

Appreciation to one of my mentors, Dr. Robertson McQuilkin, for the outline above. 


