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In Acts, the Apostles “rejoice” because they suffer dishonor for Christ’s sake 
(5.41).  We would not normally consider dishonor as something holding 
value.  In fact, associating “suffering dishonor” with any kind of advantage 
strikes us as a category mistake. 
 
BUT: The disposition of the Apostles makes sense when we consider the 
difference between God’s point of view and our point of view.  Reality is 
God’s point of view. 
 
In order to maintain God’s vantage point, we remember:  
 

1.) God demonstrates His power when I am weak (vv. 12-28)  
 
The Apostles are imprisoned in the midst of a fruitful ministry.  The people 
liked them (5.13), the church was growing at an astounding rate (5.14), 
large crowds gathered around them (5.16), and “all were healed” (5.16).  
Peter is described with a near celebrity status as the crowds try to catch his 
shadow (5.15). 
 
As quickly as we learn of this great success, we see that the Apostles are 
rounded up and imprisoned (5.18) and even “flogged” (5.40). 
 
This teaches us at least two things:   
 

A.) Human situations change quickly.  We can go from great success 
to great despair in a short period of time. 

B.) “Success” in Christian endeavors does not mean an easy life.  The 
Apostles are serving God yet they are forced to endure difficult 
circumstances. 

 
The imprisonment of the Apostles advances the cause of the Gospel.  God 
delivers them and this raises the intrigue about the person of Jesus.  What 
may seem counter-intuitive at the human level has grander purposes in 
God’s plan (Gen. 50.20, 1 Cor. 1.27, 2 Cor. 12.9-10). 
 

2.) God’s unstoppable plan (v. 29-42) 
 
The Apostles are aware of competing opinions on the person of Jesus.  
They realize that in the midst of many human perspectives, God’s voice is 
to be prioritized (5.29, Cf. 4.19). 
 
Today, there are all kinds of contending ideas as to what constitutes a life 
worth living.  As we experience a more fast-paced life, we must take time to 
recognize and obey the voice of God. 
 
We want to be active and discerning in our judgments, but we want to keep 
the Lord Jesus at the center (5.30-32, Cf. Acts 2.38, 4.10, 1 Cor. 2.2). 
 
When we obey Jesus, He will lead us through our failures, disappointments, 
and rejections.    
 
Gamaliel, a hugely influential 1st century teacher, makes a remarkable 
speech defending the Providence of God (5.34f).  God is active in history 
and no human can divert His plan.  
 
Gamaliel calls attention to some failed Messiahs, Theudas (5.36) and Judas 
the Galilean (5.37) and says that nothing ultimately succeeds unless God 
wants it to. 
 
One of the leaders of the Sanhedrin makes a good argument for Jesus’ 
distinction.  Why did Christianity survive when all the other “messiahs” are 
forgotten?  
 
In times of change, we depend on the unassailable purposes of God. 

 
The Challenges 
 
Can we understand the successes and failures of life from a divine 
perspective?  My own wellbeing is not the focal point of reality. 
 
How can I prioritize God’s voice in the middle of an accelerating culture?  
How can I discipline myself to seek God in a culture that does not always 
make that an easy thing to do? 


