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Shekatkar Committee is in news is related to

1. Economic Revival after COVID-19

2. Conservation of Western Ghats

3. On Gilgit Baltistan 

4. Defence Expenditure 



Border Infrastructure

Recently, Government accepted and implemented three
recommendations of Shekatkar Committee relating to border 

Infrastructure.

Shekatakar Committee submitted its report in 2016 recommending  
measures to enhance combat capability and rebalance defence

expenditure of armed forces
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Three recommendations were:

1. Outsourcing road construction work beyond optimal capacity of Border 
Roads Organisation (BRO). Engineering Procurement Contract (EPC) 

mode is made mandatory for execution of all works costing more than Rs 
100 crore.

2. Introduction of modern construction plants, equipment and machinery 
by delegating enhanced procurement powers to BRO. 

3. Land acquisition and all statutory clearances like forest and 
environmental clearance are made part of approval of Detailed Project 

Report.



Border Road Organisation

BRO started operations in 1960 as a leading road construction agency 
under the Ministry of Defence with primary role of providing road 

connectivity in border areas. 

It executes road construction and maintenance works along the Northern 
and Western frontiers.

BRO has also constructed roads in friendly foreign countries like Bhutan, 
Myanmar, Afghanistan etc.



Which of the following statements is/are correct about the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) report 2019?

1. India is the world’s largest arms importer

2. Total military spending accounted for 2.2% of global gross domestic 
product (GDP) in 2019

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2



REPORTS BY STOCKHOLM
INTERNATIONAL PEACE RESEARCH

INSTITUTE
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) is an 

independent international institute dedicated to research into conflict, 
armaments, arms control and disarmament. Two reports published are

Trends in World Military Expenditure, 2019

Trends in international arms transfers, 2019
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Trends in World Military Expenditure, 2019

Total military spending accounted for 2.2% of global gross domestic product 
(GDP) in 2019. 

World military burden (Military expenditure as a share of GDP) followed a 
declining trend in 2010–19, decreasing every year except for 2015 and 2019.

Among the biggest spenders in 2019 India ranked third while USA was the 
first.

India had highest military spending in South Asia. It grew by 37 % 
(2010–19). 



Trends in International Arms Transfers, 2019

India is the world’s second-largest arms importer, just behind Saudi
Arabia. China stood at the fifth position; Pakistan was at 11th . 

India’s arms imports from both Russia and the US fell since 2015. 

Russia (56%), Israel at 14% are the major sources of weapons for India.

India ranked 23rd in Exporter list



Trends in International Arms Transfers, 2019

India is the world’s second-largest arms importer, just behind Saudi
Arabia. China stood at the fifth position; Pakistan was at 11th . 

India’s arms imports from both Russia and the US fell since 2015. 

Russia (56%), Israel at 14% and France at 12% are the major sources of 
weapons for India.

India ranked 23rd in Exporter list



NARCOTIC DRUGS AND PSYCHOTROPIC 
SUBSTANCES (NDPS) ACT, 1985 

Supreme Court held that the quantity of entire banned drug mixture and 
not its purity will determine punishment for an offender under NDPS Act, 

1985.

Earlier, in 2008, SC held that in a mixture of narcotic drugs, only weight of 
banned substance is relevant for purpose of determining whether it 

would constitute small quantity or commercial quantity. 
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COURT OPINION

Court said that illicit street drugs are seldom sold in a pure form and they 
are almost always adulterated or mixed with other substance -- like 

caffeine is mixed with heroin so that it causes the heroin to vaporize at a 
lower rate. That could allow users to take the drug faster and get a big 

punch sooner.

Take example of heroin. It is known as powerful and illegal street drug 
and opiate derived from morphine. This drug can easily be 'cut' with a 

variety of different substances," 

This means that drug dealer will add other drugs or non-intoxicating 
substances to the drug so that they can sell more of it at a lesser expense 
to themselves. Brown-sugar / smack is usually made available in powder 

form. The substance is only about 20 per cent heroin. 



Under the provision of NDPS Act, the punishment for possessing 
commercial quantity of the banned substance is higher than the smaller 

quantity.



NDPS Act

It provides for control and regulation of narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances and forfeiture of property related to illicit traffic of the same.

It prohibits a person to produce/manufacture/cultivate, possess, sell, 
purchase, transport, store, and/or consume any narcotic drug or 

psychotropic substance.

It sets up Narcotics Control Bureau (formed in 1986), intelligence agency 
that coordinates actions of concerned authorities over trade of illicit 

narcotics from the country. 



India is also signatory to UN Single Convention on Narcotics Drugs 1961, 
Convention on Psychotropic Substances, 1971 and Convention on Illicit 

Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances, 1988. 

NDPS Act, 1985 has been put in place in accordance with aforesaid spirit of 
UN Conventions. 



DRAFT DEFENCE PROCUREMENT
PROCEDURE (DPP) 2020

Ministry of Defence (MoD) released draft Defence Procurement 
Procedure (DPP) 2020.
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More on news

DPP will cover all Capital Acquisitions undertaken by MoD and Service 
Headquarters (SHQ) both from indigenous sources and eximport, except 

for medical equipment.

It will supersede DPP 2016. 

DPP was first introduced in 2002 to provide probity, transparency and a 
structured procedure which would streamline the procurement of military 

hardware for the Armed Forces in a time bound manner. 



Changes Introduced

Indigenous Content (IC) ratio hiked: Draft proposes increasing the IC 
stipulated in various categories of procurement by about 10% to support 

the ‘Make in India’ initiative. 

New Category Buy (Global – Manufacture in India) has been introduced 
with minimum 50% indigenous content on cost basis of total contract 

value. 

Leasing introduced as a new category for acquisition in addition to 
existing ‘Buy’ & ‘Make’ categories to substitute huge initial capital outlays 

with periodical rental payments



IDDM: Indian Designed, Developed and Manufactured (IDDM)
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