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“God had mercy on me so that Christ Jesus could use me as a prime 
example of his great patience with even the worst sinners. Then others 

will realize that they, too, can believe in him and receive eternal life.”   
Paul’s testimony of his conversion, 1 Timothy 1:16 

 

We all need a conversion story… 
Before we can experience our real purpose for living and become the 
person we were always intended to be, we must be re-connected with our 
Heavenly Father through a relationship with his son, Jesus.  The story of 
our initial surrender to Christ becomes the defining moment of our life. 
 
The Apostle Paul’s initial encounter with Jesus is told three times in the 
Book of Acts (9:1-18; 22:1-16; 26:1-18).  That’s how significant a personal 
conversion is, marking the starting point of our new life with God.  He 
changes us from the inside out and gives us new purpose for living. 
 

Portrait #1:  Before encountering Jesus… 

Paul—first known as Saul (see Acts 13:9)—was a highly educated individual 
who was greatly respected in the community. At the same time, he had no 
relationship with Jesus, and initiated acts of violence against his followers. 

 Saul participated in the murder of Stephen, the first martyr in the 
early church.  Acts 7:58; 8:1 

 Saul’s intent was to destroy the church, this fast-growing group 
of people who were witnesses of Jesus’ power and love.  Acts 8:3 

 Saul was so opposed to Jesus that he was willing to travel 
anywhere:  “I was so obsessed with persecuting them that I even 
hunted them down in foreign cities.”  Acts 26:11 

 

Portrait #2:  After encountering Jesus… 

Spiritual re-birth led to a 180º turnaround in his life, as it does for all of us. 

 His eyes were opened—literally and figuratively—to see like he’d 
never seen before.  Acts 9:18; 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 He demonstrated his faith publicly by being baptized.  Acts 9:18 

 A relationship with Jesus became the center of Saul’s life.   

“I trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, whether I live or die.  

For to me, living means living for Christ…”  Philippians 1:20-21 
 

What we learn from encounters with Jesus   
 

1. Conversion is a gift from God, available to all who put their trust in 
Him.  “Oh, how generous and gracious our Lord was! He filled me 
with the faith and love that come from Christ Jesus.” Paul, 1 Timothy 1:14 
 

2. Does everyone have a “Damascus Road experience”?  Not in the 
sense that we’ll see divine lightning, or fall to the ground, or hear our 
name spoken from heaven by God.  But, God wants all of us to have 
a life-changing encounter with Jesus.  John 1:12; 2 Corinthians 5:17 
 

3. Not everyone will affirm our new relationship with Christ.  In fact, 
some will outright oppose changes in your life.  Acts 9:23-24; 1 Peter 4:4 
 

4. To mistreat other Christians is to mistreat Jesus himself.  
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting…”  Acts 9:4-5 
 

5. There are unsung heroes that God uses along the way to help a 
person encounter Christ.  We may never know this side of heaven 
how the Lord has used our example, a word graciously spoken, or an 
act of kindness that will become a significant part of a person’s 
spiritual journey (Stephen, Ananias, and an Uber driver). 
 

6. An encounter with Jesus is the launch point for us becoming part of 
God’s unfolding story in the world:  helping others to encounter him 
as well.  This is what the Book of Acts—and our lives today—are all 
about.  In the words of Jesus, “You will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8 

 

Making it personal in our lives today: 
 

 Do you have both a Before & After portrait, knowing that you have 
put your trust in Jesus and received him into your life?  John 1:12 

 How has your relationship with Jesus “opened your eyes” to 
seeing more clearly what really matters in this life? 

 Who are the “unsung heroes” that Jesus has used in your life?  
  

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


