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Taking It Home

Today we praise God for each of you: mothers, grandmothers, 
mentors, friends, and encouragers. We want to give you this 
(name the gift you will distribute) as a way to thank you for the 
many different times and the many different ways you have made 
a difference in our lives by reflecting God’s love to us. We pray 
that he will strengthen you in your own walk as you continue to 
walk alongside us. 

Thank you for reflecting the beauty of the Lord! May that beauty 
remain on you, in Christ Jesus, forever!

Reflecting the Beauty  
of the Lord

Introduction

Who here checked the mirror before you left the house? Perhaps 
you checked to make sure your hair was in place. Perhaps you 
checked to make sure there weren’t stray bits of breakfast in your 
teeth. Perhaps you double-checked to make sure your outfit 
matched.

What we wear and how we look tell others a little bit about us. 
When you’re going to do a project around the house, you put on 
your work clothes. When you’re headed out the door to work, you 
put on your business clothes. When you’re going to spend time 
with friends, you put on casual clothes. What you put on tells 
others about who you are and what you’re doing.



Getting to the Heart

Clothing is not the only thing that identifies us. The callings God 
has placed on our lives and the attitudes we have as we carry out 
those callings also tell others who we are. When we put on the 
calling of “worker” and do our jobs joyfully, we tell our coworkers 
we are thankful for the work God has given us. When we put on 
the calling of “parent,” we tell our children that we take seriously 
the responsibility of raising them. When we put on the calling of 
“friend,” we tell those we love that we value and care for them. 

God gives us, his children, different callings in daily life. These 
are more than a set of tasks: they are opportunities to serve him 
by serving those around us. Today we praise God for the special 
women he has placed in our lives. These women—mothers, 
grandmothers, friends, aunts, and others—teach us many things 
and help us in many ways. The calling from God they put on 
blesses us!

A mother comforts and encourages us. A grandmother gives 
wisdom. A friend listens. Aunts and other relatives give guidance 
and offer prayer. These women play an invaluable role in the lives 
they touch. Their God-given callings open opportunities for them 
to demonstrate the love that God has for us in Jesus.

There is no doubt about it. These women are beautiful, and they 
do beautiful things. The beauty of the Lord is upon them, as 
Psalm 90:17 promises. 

But what happens when their lives or our own don’t reflect the 
Lord’s beauty? Everyone has fallen short of what God demands, 
and we are no exception. We don’t always show patience to our 
children. We choose to gossip at work. We don’t always care about 
the feelings of others. We don’t make the selfless choices that 
reflect Christ’s love. In fact, our lives are often just the opposite 
of beautiful. Our words and actions are frankly ugly. Sinfully, we 
ruin the beauty that our Lord wants us to reflect to the world.

Praise God that his forgiveness is also upon us! (Read Galatians 
3:27.) By God’s grace, we have been clothed in Christ. Through 
faith, we have put on Christ. Christ lived, died, and rose again 
for us. His life in us has transformed us. The rags of sin are 
gone; in their place, God has given us the beauty of his love and 
forgiveness. 

Having put on Christ, we now reflect his beauty minute by 
minute, day by day. Clothed with Christ we tell the world not 
what we do for a living, but that God has given us a brand new 
life! We are spotless children of our heavenly Father! When 
we reflect the beauty of our Lord, the people around us know 
something about us. Our lives and our attitudes tell them who we 
are and whose we are: the children of God. 

That makes all the difference! We can be patient with our 
children because God is patient with us. We can listen 
empathetically to others because God listens to us. We can put 
aside selfishness because of Christ’s selfless sacrifice for us. 

“Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us” (Psalm 90:17). 
The ugliness that was ours has been replaced with a beautiful 
cloak of righteousness and the freedom to do what God wants 
us to do. The beauty of the Lord is upon us, and it radiates from 
our lives. Christ’s love, shown on the cross, and God’s power, 
demonstrated in Easter’s empty tomb, frees us to reflect the Lord’s 
beauty to everyone we have the privilege to know.

The words and actions of many wonderful women have, no 
doubt, impacted the lives of everyone here today. Wives, mothers, 
friends—the women of God we have known—have reflected 
God’s love and mercy to us throughout times of joy and trial, too. 
Because they have experienced the beauty of the Lord in their 
own lives, they are able to show that beauty to others. 


