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The Council of Chief State School Officers and the 
National Governors Association Center for Best 
Practices worked with representatives from 
participating states with a wide range of educators, 
content experts, researchers, national organizations 
and community groups.  The standards represent a 
set of expectations for student knowledge and skills 
that high school graduates need to master to 
succeed in college and careers.  Consistent 
standards will provide appropriate benchmarks for all 
students, regardless of where they live.  
 
The K-12 Standards: 
 

 Are aligned with college and work 
expectations; 
 Are clear, understandable, and consistent; 
 Include rigorous content and application of 
knowledge through higher-order skills; 
 Build upon strengths and lessons of current 
state standards; 
 Are informed by other top performing 
countries so that all students are prepared to 
succeed in our global economy and society; 
 Are evidence-based. 



 
Go to http://www.corestandards.org for more details. 
 
The language strands for K-5 are:  
 
• Reading (Literature, Information Text, 

Foundational Skills) 
• Writing 
• Speaking and Listening 
• Language 

 
Math standards include: 
 
• Counting & Cardinality 
• Operations & Algebraic Thinking 
• Number & Operations in Base Ten 
• Measurement & Data 
• Geometry 

 
Thinking Out Loud – With many of these standards 
you will have students that are familiar with answering 
questions, noticing detail, and so forth.  Other 
students may never have been exposed to reading 
or concepts such as “character,” and “setting.”  
When a child answers correctly, encourage her to 
THINK OUT LOUD, by saying, “How did you know 
that?”  When one child explains her thought process 
it can open the door for another child to use similar 
strategies. 



 
Concomitant Learning – Remember that learning 
rarely takes place in isolation.  Frequently two or more 
skills will connect and interact in a dynamic way.  So 
though you may be focusing key details, speaking, 
vocabulary, and language skills may be enriched at 
the same time.  
 
Bubblegum Theory – Developing standards is like 
bubblegum.  You have to have something that will 
stick it in the brain.  My hope is that these ideas will 
help things stick in your students’ brains! 


