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Family Devotions  
to accompany the  

Jesus Lives! Come and See!  
Pop-Open Story Card

Enclosed are six FREE reproducible devotions, written 
to accompany the Jesus Lives! Come and See! Pop-Open 
Story Card. Each of the six pop-open pictures has its own 
devotional outline. You may make as many copies of the 
devotions as you like for use in your own organization or 
congregation.

Here are some ways to use them . . .

•  Give one devotion each week in Sunday school, as part 
of worship time in your Christian day school, as part 
of devotions for midweek school, or during the Sunday 
morning children’s sermon.

•  Give a Jesus Lives! Come and See! Pop-Open Story 
Card and all six devotions to your families during a 
family activity time six weeks before Easter. Encourage 

them to use one devotion each week as they prepare to 
celebrate Easter.

•  Host a Mom’s Day Out or other community event. Use 
the devotions to tell the story of Jesus’ victory to all the 
children who attend. Then give each family a Jesus Lives! 
Come and See! Pop-Open Story Card and a set of 
devotions to take home.

However you choose to use the Jesus Lives! Come and See! 
Pop-Open Story Card and these devotions, we pray that 
they will draw many individuals and families closer to their 
Savior, Jesus, during the Easter season.

May our Lord continue to empower all the work you do for 
his people!



Jesus Lives! Come and See!  
Pop-Open Story Card

Week 1: Predictions and Promises
Getting Started 
Bring a newspaper so you can show the local weather forecast to the children.

Introduction 
Last week I decided to take a nice long walk and enjoy nature. The night before my walk, I packed my backpack with 
snacks, a water bottle, a first aid kit, and an extra jacket. (Show the weather report in your newspaper.) I checked out the 
weather report in the newspaper and listened to the weather forecast on TV before I went to bed. “Cool and sunny,” I 
heard the weatherman announce. Perfect!

The next morning when I woke up, I lay in bed thinking about how great my day would be—just walking and enjoy-
ing God’s creation. Then I heard a tapping sound on the roof. I pulled back the curtains on my bedroom window. Big 
raindrops splashed against the glass. I didn’t get to take my walk that day, even though I had planned to do that.

Getting to the Heart
Sometimes people plan things that don’t really happen—like my walk. Sometimes 
people predict things that don’t really happen—like the “cool and sunny” weather 
forecast. When Jesus lived on earth, he told his disciples about something he would 
do. This wasn’t a prediction—it was a promise. 

(Read Matthew 17:22–23.) “My enemies will kill me,” Jesus told his disciples. “But 
after three days, I will come alive again.” The disciples felt frightened and sad. They 
didn’t understand how their friend Jesus could die—and then come alive again. 

Jesus was their best friend. From Jesus, they had learned so much about how God, our 
heavenly Father, loved them. Jesus had taught them many, many things. Hearing that he 
was about to die made them feel very frightened and very sad. They felt so frightened 
and so sad that they didn’t pay any attention to his promise to come alive again. 

Today we will begin our walk with Jesus to the cross and from the cross to the happy day of resurrection. It makes us 
sad to think that Jesus had to die, but we are happy to know his promise came true. Jesus really did rise from the dead 
on that first Easter Sunday, and he will never die again. Jesus is our friend forever. 

Let’s pray together about that:

Dear Jesus, you died on the cross to save us. You let yourself be punished in our place. We are sorry for our sins and 
for the way our sins hurt you. Thank you for keeping your promise to rise again on Easter for us. Amen.

Taking It Home
(Open the first door of the Jesus Lives! Come and See! Pop-Open Story Card and talk about the picture together. It shows a 
happy Jesus and his friends who love him very much.) 

In the weeks ahead, we will hear some sad things about what happened to Jesus. But when we feel sad about them, we 
can look back at the picture in this window and remember Jesus’ promise. That promise came true! Jesus rose from the 
dead. He is with us—his friends—always. As we get ready for Easter, listen to the weather report on TV or find it in 
the newspaper. Whose predictions are always true—God’s or people’s?

#JLC1DF
© 2011 CTA, Inc. Permission to make photocopies or reproduce by any other mechanical or electronic means is granted only to the original purchaser 
and is intended for use within a church or other Christian organization, but not for resale.



Week 2: Jesus Plans His Own Parade
Getting Started
Gather some items (or pictures of things) one might see in a parade—musical instruments, baton, balloons, flags.

Introduction
(Show the parade items.) Where would we see all these things in one place at one time? (Accept the children’s suggestions. 
If no one mentions a parade, suggest this possibility yourself.) How many of you have seen a parade? What did you see? 
How do the sights and the sounds of a parade make you feel?

Getting to the Heart
Jesus knew it was time for him to die on the cross to take away our sins. Did Jesus 
have to do that? No, he did not. He could have chosen to hide in the hills around 
Bethlehem. He could have stayed with friends like Mary and Martha. He could 
even have gone back to heaven! 

Instead, he made plans to enter Jerusalem in the noisiest, most exciting way 
possible. He entered Jerusalem in a way that everyone would see him—especially 
his enemies. He planned a parade! Here’s how it happened.

Jesus told his disciples to borrow a donkey. A donkey is an animal like a horse, 
only smaller and more humble. The disciples laid their cloaks on the donkey—
kind of like a saddle. Jesus sat on the donkey as he rode into Jerusalem.

“Jesus looks like a king!” the children shouted. People put their cloaks on the path 
for the donkey to step on. This was a sign of respect, something people in that 
time did only for kings, generals, and other very important people.

Other people cut branches from palm trees and waved them like flags. Children threw flowers on the road. The crowd 
shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 
(Matthew 21:9). Hosanna means “save us.” Jesus is the king who came to save us by dying on the cross for us, to win us 
forgiveness for our sins and everlasting life with him. Jesus is our good, kind, forgiving king.

Jesus rode through the town. He came right to the temple. He went in and began to teach the people about God’s love. 
The leaders were so angry and jealous that they made plans to arrest and kill him! Jesus didn’t hide from his enemies. 
He boldly led a parade right into Jerusalem. We call the day he did that “Palm Sunday.” Who knows why? (Let a 
volunteer explain.) When we celebrate Palm Sunday, we remember that Jesus didn’t hide from his enemies; he wanted to 
die for us so our sins could be forgiven.

Please pray with me: Dear Jesus, thank you for being brave enough to plan your own parade and follow God’s will 
to die for our salvation. Make us brave enough to share that Good News with the people in our lives. In your name. 
Amen.

Taking It Home
(Open the second door of the Jesus Lives! Come and See! Pop-Open Story Card.) 

As you look at this picture this week, think about Jesus who rode into Jerusalem in a parade so it would be easy for his 
enemies to find him. Tell your family and friends about God’s plan so that they will know about Jesus’ love, too.

Jesus Lives! Come and See!  
Pop-Open Story Card
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Week 3: Praying in Gethsemane
Getting Started
Cut a small cross from a sheet of dried sponge. (You’ll likely find this at a local craft store.) During the devotion, you will dip 
this cross in a glass of water. You may want to cut a dried-sponge cross to give to each child to take home.

Introduction
On the night before Jesus died, he ate one last supper with his disciples. Then he asked his friends to come with him 
to the garden of Gethsemane to pray. Jesus and his friends sang a psalm of praise to God as they walked to the garden. 
Then Jesus asked Peter, James, and John to come with him deeper into the garden to pray. He kneeled down by himself, 
a short distance from his friends. 

There Jesus prayed. Jesus knew how painful it would be to bear the punishment for all the sins of everyone the world. 
So Jesus asked his Father to give him the strength to die for us. Listen to what Jesus prayed. (Read Matthew 26:39 from 
your Bible.) 

Just as Jesus finished praying, soldiers sent by Jesus’ enemies came to arrest him. They carried torches and swords through 
the dark garden. How frightening it must have been! All of Jesus’ friends ran away. They left Jesus completely alone.

Have you ever felt lonely? Like the first time you went for a sleep-over at a friend’s house? Or the first year you went to 
summer camp? That is an icky, scary feeling, isn’t it? 

But Jesus was much, much more lonely still! In fact, you and I will never have to feel the kind of aching emptiness Jesus 
suffered in our place. There will be times when our friends won’t pick us for their team. There will times when we’re  
not invited to a friend’s birthday party. There will be times when we feel frightened because our parents are angry with 
one another.

(Hold up the dry cross.) But in our lonely times, we can remember that Jesus loves 
us so much, he gave his life for us. (Dip the cross in water.) Jesus fills us with his love 
and strength, just as the water fills and swells this sponge. Jesus will never leave us 
alone. He will always be our best friend and our wonderful counselor. When you 
feel frightened or alone, you can remember Jesus is always with you. He is with you 
in every joy and every trouble. With Saint Paul you can say, “I can do everything 
through him who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13).

Please pray with me: Dear Jesus, thank you for never leaving me alone. When I 
am sad and troubled, remind me that you will always care for me. In your name 
we pray. Amen.

Taking It Home
(Open the third door of the Jesus Lives! Come and See! Pop-Open Story Card and ask the 
children to tell what the picture shows—Jesus praying in Gethsemane before his arrest.) 

When we see this picture, we remember that Jesus was willing to do his Father’s will and suffer great pain for 
us, even though his friends left him alone. Our best friend, Jesus, will always be with us. Show your friends 
and family the picture on your story card and tell them about Jesus’ love for us. 

Jesus Lives! Come and See!  
Pop-Open Story Card
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Week 4: The Verdict—Guilty or Not?
Getting Started
You will need a wooden or cardboard cross. If you have a cross in your worship area—on an altar, for example, consider  
using it. 

You will also need tape. (Be sure the tape won’t mar any permanent surface you plan to use.)

Each child will need a pencil or crayon and a small piece of paper.

Introduction
The soldiers took Jesus from the Garden of Gethsemane to a courtroom. There, the judge said, “Nail him to a cross!” 
Jesus had done nothing wrong. He was declared guilty for the wrongs you and I have done. He was going to die for us.

Does anyone know what Christians call the day on which Jesus died? (Let volunteers respond; if no one knows, tell them 
that we call it “Good Friday.”) Shouldn’t the day Jesus died be called Bad Friday instead? When we think of all that Jesus 
suffered, it seems like it was a very bad day.

Still, we call it “Good Friday,” because it was good for us! Our heavenly Father loved us enough to send his Son to die 
for us. Now our sins are forgiven. Now we are friends of God. That friendship will never end. Even when our lives here 
on earth end, Jesus will take us to live with him and with one another  
in heaven. 

While Jesus hung on the cross, people made fun of him. “Come down, if you 
are the Son of God,” they said. Jesus could have done that. He could have 
sent a thousand angels to kill the people who were hurting him. But he didn’t. 
Instead, Jesus said, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”

Later Jesus cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mat-
thew 27:46). Jesus said that because God the Father had left Jesus all alone. 
That’s a hurt so big that we can’t even imagine what it was like! But it’s a 
hurt we will never have to feel. Because of what Jesus did for us, God does 
not stop loving us when we sin. Our sins have been nailed to the cross with 
Jesus. God forgives us—always and forever. 

Let’s thank Jesus for all he did for us! Please pray with me: Dear Jesus, we 
are so sorry you had to suffer and die for us, but thank you so much for 
doing it! Help us to feel sorry for our sins and to forgive other people, just 
the way you forgive us. In your name we pray. Amen.

Taking It Home
(Open the fourth door of the Jesus Lives! Come and See! Pop-Open Story Card to reveal the picture showing Jesus on trial.) 

This picture shows Jesus being led away to a courtroom, where he was judged guilty for our sins. Jesus was sent to the 
cross, even though he had done nothing wrong. He was punished for our sins, not his own. 

(Give each child a slip of paper and a pencil. Invite them to write down a sin they have committed or draw a picture of it. Help 
them fold up the papers and tape them to the cross. Remind them to thank God always for judging them “not guilty” because  
of Jesus.) 

Jesus Lives! Come and See!  
Pop-Open Story Card
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Week 5: The End of Starting Over
Getting Started
Write the words “The End” on one sheet of paper and the words “Start Over” on a second sheet.

Introduction
(Hold up your “The End” card and ask the children to read it.) Think how often we say and think words like “the end” 
each day. We scoop the last spoonful of cereal out of our bowl and think, “All gone.” We make our bed, feed our pet, 
finish our chores and think, “Good! I have that done.”

(Now hold up the Start Over card.) But what will happen the next day? No matter how many things we finish today, 
we’ll start most of them over tomorrow!

Getting to the Heart
On the cross, Jesus said, “It is finished!” The end. And it was. What was finished? 
Our forgiveness, our eternal life with God. Here’s how that happened.

Jesus left his home in heaven to be born as a real baby. He grew up to experience 
every trouble and temptation we face, but he never sinned. He healed many sick 
people and even raised some people from the dead. He taught about his heavenly 
Father’s love and forgiveness to all the people—people who loved him and even 
people who hated him. Finally, Jesus let soldiers abuse him and nail him to a cross. 

Late in the afternoon, the soldiers guarding the cross heard Jesus say, “I thirst.” 
They soaked a sponge in a sour drink, put it on a stick, and lifted it up for Jesus 
to drink. He did. Then he said, “It is finished” ( John 19:30) and died. 

It was the end. (Hold up the “The End” card.) Never again would Jesus be born as a baby and lie in a smelly stable. Never 
again would he watch his friends run away and leave him in pain. Never again would he suffer the punishment for our 
sins or feel the agony of the heavenly Father leaving him alone. Our salvation was finished! Never again would Jesus 
have to start over. (Hold up the “Start Over” card.) 

Sometimes you and I still sin. We say mean things. We think unkind thoughts. We disobey our parents and others in 
authority. We see ways to help others, but shrug and walk away. We fail to pray and to listen to  
God’s Word.

We are guilty, and God could punish us for these sins. But instead, we get to start over. (Hold up the “Start Over” card.) 
We can say, “Dear God, I’m sorry for my sins. Please forgive me and give me a new start.” And he does! Because of what 
Jesus did for us on the cross, every day can be a new beginning.

Please pray with me: Dear Jesus, thank you for finishing your work on earth and, in your forgiveness, giving us do-
overs every day. We love you Jesus! Amen.

Taking It Home
(Open the fifth door of the Jesus Lives! Come and See! Pop-Open Story Card to reveal the picture showing Jesus on the cross.) 

When Jesus died, his work of salvation was finished. Each time we come to the end of an assignment, a game, a movie, 
a book, let’s remember the time Jesus said, “It is finished.” Because Jesus finished his work, God’s friendship with us 
never ends.

Jesus Lives! Come and See!  
Pop-Open Story Card
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Week 6: The Loser Wins
Getting Started
Have a Gospel Easter Egg® for each child. (Find www.ctainc.com on the Internet and key “Gospel Easter Egg” into the 
search bar.) Empty one of the eggs, but be ready to give the contents to the child who initially receives the empty egg. 
Tape the shrink wrap back on the egg, and keep track of it. Be sure to arrange with the child ahead of time that you’re 
going to point out he/she is a “loser.” Explain that you want to make the point about being a winner in your devotion. 
Warning the child in advance will avoid the possibility of hurt feelings. 

Introduction
What did you find in your Easter baskets today? (Let the children share. Then hold up a basket filled with Gospel Easter 
Eggs.) I have some eggs for you, too. Let’s see what’s in them. (Distribute the eggs and have children open them to see what’s 
inside. Make sure an older, more mature child gets the empty egg.)

Getting to the Heart
Oh, look! It looks like (child’s name) is a loser. The egg he/she got is empty! (Let the 
drama sink in for a few seconds. Then continue.) You know, really, (child’s name) is the 
winner. The empty egg is like the empty tomb on Resurrection morning. Jesus left 
the tomb. He died on the cross and then rose from the dead. Nothing could keep 
Jesus in the tomb. Sin couldn’t. Death couldn’t. The devil wanted to, but couldn’t. 
Jesus’ tomb was empty! 

Jesus’ friends came to the tomb early in the morning to put spices and perfume on 
Jesus’ dead body. When they looked in the grave and found it empty, they didn’t 
know what to think. Mary was so sad that she cried. Soon, she heard someone 
behind her. She thought it was the person who took care of the cemetery. Listen to 
what happened then. (Read John 20:10–18 from your Bible.) 

Jesus said Mary’s name and right away, she knew it was Jesus. He wasn’t dead any more! He was alive! Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful to see Jesus and to hear him say your name? Well, we will! That will happen. That’s just how it will be when 
we go to heaven. Jesus will say our name and welcome us to live with him there forever in our heavenly home. 

We will live with Jesus and with all our friends who know and love Jesus. We can’t even imagine how happy that will 
be. But we will experience it because of what Jesus did for us! Let’s thank him for that, shall we? Dear Jesus, thank you 
so much for dying for us and rising again. We can’t wait to see you and to hear you say our names in heaven. We love 
you, Jesus! Amen.

Taking It Home
(Open the sixth door of the Jesus Lives! Come and See! Pop-Open Story Card to reveal the picture showing Jesus’ empty tomb. Be 
sure to give the contents you took from the one Gospel Easter Egg® to the child who received the empty egg.)

When you have taken everything out of your Easter basket today, keep the empty basket in your room. When friends 
visit, show them your basket full of nothing. Tell them about the empty cross, the empty tomb, and Jesus’ resurrection. 
Help them to understand that your basket is really full of things God has given you, even though you can’t see them, 
things like Jesus’ love and forgiveness, the certainty that you will live with Jesus someday in heaven, and the joy of 
sharing Jesus’ love with others.

Jesus Lives! Come and See!  
Pop-Open Story Card
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