
God of wisdom, give us the words to proclaim your love to the 
world. We are grateful for the things we have: our homes, food, 
friends, family and love. Guide us so that we keep your son, Jesus, 
as the focus of our hearts, minds, souls and ac ons. Amen.  

Did you miss a week?  Download inserts at our website! 
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+ May Jesus be the focus of your life +  

If you could find out one thing about the future what would it be? 
Do you want to know how the future looks? Why or why not?  

Jesus’ words are just as difficult as the prophet Jeremiah’s in 
our daily readings. Have you ever been “hated by all because of 
[Jesus’] name?”  

This is a passage that is called “apocalyp c” because it refers to 
what might take place in the future. “Apocalypse” means “to 
be revealed” or “to have the veil pulled back.” Jesus is revealing 
that following him is not always rainbows and puppies. This 
gospel passage is not a feel good, “I’m ok, you’re ok,” kind of 
message but it’s one that cuts us to our core, reveals our need 
for wholeness through the love of God and calls us to ac on‐
risky, world transforming ac on. The gospel demands your life‐
all of it. The good news is that God is with us always in this 
pursuit of love and jus ce. God will give us the words we need 
to proclaim the truth of God’s reign and will protect us.  

For adults/youth: What in your life would you give up to follow 
Jesus? What could you not live without? Keep track of your 
spending this week. Where or on what do you spend the most 
on? Could you give that up or a por on and support a charity 
that cares for God’s people? How can you keep Jesus as the 
“main thing” in your life?  

For children: Jesus loves you now and always! Is it some mes 
hard to remember that? How can you remember that Jesus’ 
loves you no ma er what? Can you draw pictures or write a 
card to your friends/neighbors this week to tell them that 
Jesus’ loves them and so do you? Perhaps make some cards to 
take to an assisted living facility.  

Monday through Wednesday: 
Making all things new!  

Isaiah 60: 17‐22, Isaiah 66: 1‐13, Isaiah 66: 14‐24 

God promises life from death and these passages give witness and hope to that 
promise. Write a song/poem or words of praise as the writer of Isaiah did for 
all that God has done and will do! No ce how the language for God is mostly 
feminine in Isaiah 66. What does it mean that God is a woman giving birth?  

Thursday through Saturday: 
Words of repentance  

Jeremiah 21: 1‐14, Jeremiah 22: 1‐17, Jeremiah 22: 18‐30 

This prophecy from Jeremiah is harsh, fierce and heart piercing. We don’t like 
to think of God in this light and this should not be the only portrait of God we 
have. However, God calls Jerusalem and us to remember that we are not God, 
we do harmful ac ons to each other and the land. What do you need to repent 
for today? How can repentance lead us to the joy of God’s forgiveness? Can 
you truly understand forgiveness without admi ng that you have not showed 
God’s love and jus ce?  




