
© 2013 CTA, Inc. Permission to make photocopies or reproduce  
by any other mechanical or electronic means is granted only to the  
original purchaser and is intended for use within a church or other 
Christian organization.

Scripture quotation taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version® (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry 
of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

#TMG3DFMSC

“perishes” is cut off from God’s love in Jesus. That person has 
to live outside of God’s love, without God’s love forever. But 
everyone who trusts in Jesus and in what Jesus did for us on the 
cross has eternal life. 

Jesus is our friend, now and forever. His love for us never, ever, 
ever ends. When our lives here on earth end, we will be with our 
Friend Jesus and with all of Jesus’ other friends in heaven. His 
love will just go on and on and on and on and on!

We have one final clue. Turn the page. Let’s read it together. (Read.)

He gives you everything you need. You’ll never be the same.
You have a Friend who loves you so . . . 

Detectives, I think you have it! Take your pencil and color the 
next page. Who is our special friend?  “Christ Jesus is his name!”

Taking It Home
Today you discovered that Jesus is best Friend you can ever have. 
He promises to always be with you. He loves you so much that 
he gave his life on the cross so that your sins could be forgiven. 
When you believe this truth and trust him as your Savior, you 
have eternal life now and you will live with him forever in heaven.

Prayer: Dear heavenly Father, thank you for loving us so much 
that you sent your perfect Son, Jesus, to be our best friend. Thank 
you, Jesus, for dying on the cross for each our sins.  I ask that each 
child here would trust you and love you now and always. Thank 
you for being our amazing friend, a friend we can count on no 
matter what! We love you, Lord! Amen.

This message is intended for use with the Discover Jesus! hidden 
message book and mini pencil (Item #TMG3MSC). You will 
need book and pencil for each child.

Getting Ready
Mark Matthew 28:20 and John 3:16 in your Bible. 

Have a Discover Jesus! hidden message book and pencil for 
each child, plus a book and pencil for yourself. The discussion 
described below will work best if the children are seated at tables 
as they work through the activities.

Think about a time when you had to be a detective. For instance, 
maybe you had to discover who left an empty milk carton in 
the refrigerator or (if you have an indoor dog) a time when you 
followed clues to figure out who emptied the trash onto the 
kitchen floor.

If possible, put on a trench coat and a fedora (or a panama hat). 
Find a giant magnifying glass. Now you are detective-ready!

Discover Jesus!
Hidden Message Book Devotion



Introduction
Today we get to be detectives! Have you ever had a mystery to 
solve or something cool to discover? (Allow the children to share 
their experiences; share yours, too.)

It sounds like you all are experienced detectives, ready for a new 
challenge that involves a little detective work! Today we will 
uncover an amazing promise and an incredible truth that will lead 
us to an important person—the most important person anyone 
has ever known. Are you ready?

Getting to the Heart
Let’s read our first clue from page 2 in our book. (Read.)

There is a Friend whom you should know. He is the very BEST! 
He’s with you every night and day. He never takes a rest.

Hmmm, a clever clue! Our Friend is always with us, never resting 
day or night.

Detectives, let’s discover more about this promise. Take your 
pencil and shade in the blank space on the next page. (Wait as 
they do so.) Who would like to read the amazing promise you just 
revealed? (Ask a volunteer to read this promise aloud.)

That promise comes right from the Bible—God’s Book. That 
means it is absolutely true. We can trust it. Listen to it again. (Re-
read the verse, this time from your own Bible.) 

But there’s more to discover! Let’s turn the page and find our next 
clue. (Read.)

He loves you more than anyone. He showed his love this way: 
He died to wash you clean from sin and take your guilt away.

This Friend loves us more than whom? (Listen to answers until 
someone says, “Anyone.”)

He showed his love by doing what? (Listen to answers until 
someone says, “He died for us.”)

Does our clue tell us WHY he died? (Listen to answers until 
someone says, “To wash us clean from our sins.”) Sins are those 
things we think, say, or do that make God unhappy, things that 
hurt us or hurt other people. 

The Bible tells us that “all have sinned.” (See Romans 3:23.) 
Sometimes you lie, sometimes you think hateful thoughts and 
want to get even with others, or sometimes you get so angry 
that you hit your brother, sister, or friend. Sometimes you see 
something kind or helpful you could do, but you decide not to do 
it. All of these things are examples of sin. 

Detectives, all this is true, but I don’t think we have the whole 
picture just yet. I think there’s more to this mystery. Use your 
pencils to color the blank space on the next page (page 5) for 
another message from this special Friend!

What a beautiful picture! What does it say? (Again, ask a 
volunteer to read the verse aloud.) 

This incredible truth also comes from God’s Book. Some of you 
know where to find it—in John 3:16. We know that it is true. 
(Read John 3:16 from your Bible or below, stopping at each phrase to 
ask the following questions:)

“For God so loved the world”—Who loves the world? (God does.) 
Are you in this world? (Yes!) Then God loves you! God loves each 
one of us.

“He gave his only Son”—The picture on this page gives us a clue 
about how God “gave” his Son. Do you see that clue? Yes, it is the 
cross. It was on the cross that God’s Son Jesus died to wash us 
clean from our sin and take away our guilt.

“Whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life”—This is the result of what Jesus did for us. Someone who 


