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THE PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIAN NETWORK OF VICTORIA INC.
     

READING LIST 1: INTRODUCTION TO
PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIAN THOUGHT

BORG, Marcus J,: The Heart of
Christianity: Rediscovering a life of
Faith.
HarperCollinsPublishers Inc.  2003

For millions of people who have turned away
from many traditional beliefs about God, Jesus
and the Bible, but still long for a relevant
nourishing faith,  Borg shows why the Christian
life can remain a transforming relationship with
God.  In this book Borg defines the
characteristics of Progressive Christianity in a
similar way to Spong’s description in his book
Why Christianity Must Change or Die

BORG, Marcus J.: Meeting Jesus again
for the first time: the historical Jesus and
the heart of contemporary faith
San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1995

An account of contemporary Jesus scholarship
told in simple language for lay readers. It is a
personal story of the author’s own struggle and
spiritual journey, to find an authentic, mature
faith.

In this book Borg spells out his concept of the
pre-Easter/post Easter Jesus.  He suggests that
the synoptic gospels deal more with the Jesus of
History or the pre-Easter Jesus, where John’s
gospel deals with the Christian community’s
explanation of the Jesus of history or the ‘post
Easter’ Jesus.  This concept is later expanded in
Borg’s more recent book the “The Heart of
Christianity” but here it provides a building
block for an understanding of what he later
refers to as the ‘Earlier’ and ‘Emerging’ church.

 It is a stimulating and delightful read.

FUNK, ROBERT W.: Honest to Jesus
San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1996

This bold investigation takes the reader through
the ancient gospels and history to find Jesus the
subversive, the social critic, the dissident, the
sage. In the introduction Funk outlines his

rationale for setting up the Westar Institute and
the Jesus Seminar.

CROSSAN, John Dominic: Jesus: a
revolutionary biography
San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1994

The author gives his own reconstruction of the
historical Jesus.  This is a good introduction to
the work of John Dominic Crossan; it is an
easily readable explanation of the historical
Jesus.  Crossan sets his study of Jesus within the
social, historical and political climate of the time
using a number of historical writings.  His
image of Jesus is supported by this
accompanying data.  He presents an analysis of
the practice of ‘open commensality’ or ‘open
table’ used by Jesus in his inclusive albeit
radical egalitarian manner.

Crossan’s explanation and understanding of the
relationship between the ministries of John the
Baptist and Jesus and their difference make for
great reading. He has continued to be a major
influence in the exploration of an authentic Jesus
of Nazareth.  This book is strongly
recommended to anyone seriously searching for
the historical Jesus.

MORWOOD, Michael:  Is Jesus God?
Spectrum Publications, Melbourne 2001

Is Jesus God? includes chapters on the
implications of open discussion about the person
of Jesus for ministry, liturgy and theology.  The
book urges its readers to use an adult approach
to faith formation.  Each chapter concludes with
a list of challenging questions to encourage
further discussion.  Morwood calls us urgently
to question our Christian faith.

HOLLOWAY, Richard: Dancing on the
edge
London: Harper Collins, 1997

In an inspiring epistle for a post-Christian Age,
Holloway gets to grips with the core beliefs of
the Christian faith.
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SPONG, John Shelby: A new Christianity
for a new world
HarperCollinsPublishers,  2001

John Spong offers an understanding of
Christianity that is free of exclusivity and
shame.  Spong empowers those who are
disillusioned by religion to discover a God who
is the source of life and love, freed from the
limits of tradition. Spong contends that the
church must become a community of love,
equality and truth.

SPONG, John Shelby: Why Christianity
Must Change or Die: a Bishop speaks to
believers in exile
San Francisco; HarperSanFrancisco, 1998

In this compelling and heartfelt book Spong
sounds a rousing call for a Christianity based on
critical thought rather than blind faith, on love
rather than judgment, and that focuses on life
more than religion.

W A K E M A N ,  H i l a r y :  S a v i n g
Christianity: New thinking for old beliefs.
Dublin Ireland; The Liffey Press, 2003

In this radical and provocative book, Hilary
Wakeman argues that many of the statements of
belief that Christians are required to assent to as
literal truth – statements that were formulated
nearly two millennia ago at a time when people
understood the world very differently - are
driving many people out of the churches and
preventing others from coming in.

NOLAN, Albert:  Jesus before
Christianity
New York; Orbis Books, 1976

Nolan’s portrait of Jesus introduces us to the
man as he was before he became enshrined in
doctrine, dogma and ritual, a man deeply
involved with the real problems of his time.

This book will serve as an inspiration for all
who search for a more just and compassionate
society throughout the world and who look for a
true intimacy with God and a creative
relationship with their fellow human beings.

ARMSTRONG, Karen: The Spiral
Staircase
Harper Perennial, 2005

This is a story of Karen Armstrong’s life
journey from convent though academia to
become an internationally known author and
lecturer.  It is a painful journey told with great
sensitivity and profound wisdom.  During her
classes on the Trinity to future Rabbi’s, Karen
was welcomed with genuine affection.  It was
during this process she felt loved and
appreciated and as a result became a more
lovable person.  The message is that compassion
transforms.

SMITH, Durham: Search for
Understanding
Melbourne; Mini-Publishing, 2006

The author offers an alternative to traditional
theology that is based on ancient world views
and provides a reinterpretation of traditional
expressions of faith in light of a contemporary
world view. The discussion invites us to look
again at the traditional meanings of incarnation,
atonement, resurrection, creation, etc. as well as
interfaith relationships and contemporary issues
of relationships and sexuality.

HYDE DUDLEY: Rescuing Jesus from
the Church
Minkara Press 1994

Dudley Hyde attempts to rescue Jesus the
human, Jesus of Nazareth, from church
orthodoxy, from the centuries of myths and
misconceptions!  He shows us a person who was
only too human in his moments of temptation,
doubt and passion, but whose life and message
embodied the all-loving, all-forgiving God he
served.

“Any ritual observance, any sacrament is only
valuable if it helps people to love one another.
It has no value in itself.  It’s value lies in the
spirit in which you take part in it.  Love is the
supreme principle; the only heresy is a failure to
love.”   (page 75)

Any short booklist involves selection. It is hoped
that this selection by John Smith will be useful
to members of the Network to stimulate further
reading. The second booklist provides reading
at greater depth.
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READING LIST 2: MORE DETAILED ANALYSIS OF
PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIAN THOUGHT

CROSSAN, John Dominic & REED,
Jonathan L.: Excavating Jesus: beneath
the stones, behind the texts
San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 2002

Follow the premier historical Jesus authority
and a brilliant archaeologist as they search the
texts and stones of antiquity for the real Jesus.
The key discoveries for understanding Jesus in
his world.

CROSSAN, John Dominic: The Birth of
Christianity
San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1998

Crossan takes an interdisciplinary approach in
shining new light on the theological and
cultural contexts from which the Christian
church arose.  He argues that Christianity
would have arisen with or without Paul and
contends that Jesus resurrection meant
something vastly different to his early followers
than it does for many Christians today.  What
matters most is that Jesus vision and the
‘movement’ remained alive when he died.

This is a book about the lost years of
Christianity, that period immediately after Jesus
execution, around 30 to 40C.E.

CROSSAN, John Dominic: The
Historical Jesus; the life of a
Mediterranean Jewish Peasant
San Francisco; HarperSanFrancisco, 1992

The first comprehensive determination of who
Jesus was, what he did, what he said.  The
importance of this book is in its’ scholarly
approach to the examination of the historical
Jesus.  Crossan has used as his resource several
anthropological models, including the
anthropology of “social stratification”.  He has
also used information from Hellenistic or
Greco-Roman history as well as the literature at
a microcosmic level, that records the sayings,
doings, stories and interpretations concerning
Jesus; which Crossan suggests is the core on
which an understanding of the historical Jesus
stands or falls.

EHRMAN, BART D.: Misquoting Jesus:
the story behind who changed the
Bible and why.
San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 2005

Ehrman tells the story behind the mistakes and
changes that ancient scribes made to the New
Testament and shows the great impact they had
upon the Bible we use today.

“It is written for anyone who might be
interested in seeing how we got our New
Testament, seeing how in some instances we
don’t even know what the words of the original
writers were, seeing in what interesting ways
these words occasionally got changed, and
seeing how we might through the application of
some rather rigorous methods of analysis,
reconstruct what these original words actually
were.” (Page 15)

FUNK, Robert W., HOOVER, Roy W.
and The Jesus Seminar: The Five
Gospels: the search for the authentic
words of Jesus
San Francisco; HarperSanFrancisco, 1997

Did Jesus claim to be the Messiah? Did he
promise to return and usher in a new age? How
did Jesus envision the Kingdom of God? This
book answers these questions in a bold dynamic
work that will startle readers of the Bible and
rekindle interest in it among secular sceptics.

FUNK, Robert W, and The Jesus
Seminar: The Acts of Jesus. What did
Jesus Really do?
Harper Collins, 1998.  NY

In their ground breaking best seller, “The Five
Gospels”, Robert Funk and the Jesus Seminar
offered their controversial analysis of what
Jesus really said.  Now in The Acts of Jesus
these distinguished scholars reveal their
startling assessment of what Jesus really did –
and didn’t do.

This new translation has attempted to capture
the common language of the time without
translating out the social and cultural features of
the text that are unfamiliar to the modern
reader.  Hopefully this allows the reader to
experience the world and the social context of
the original.
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FUNK, Robert W.: A Credible Jesus:
Fragments of a vision
California; Polebridge Press, 2002

Jesus’ extraordinary vision comes to us in bits
and pieces, in random stunning insights,
embedded in everyday language of his parables,
aphorisms and dialogues. Funk sorts and
assembles these fragments and examines ways
in which the vision they preserve can serve 21st

century people searching for meaning in a very
different world than the one Jesus inhabited.

JESUS SEMINAR: The Historical Jesus
goes to church. Essays by Fellows of the
Jesus Seminar
California: Polebridge Press, 2004

The articles in the book evoke the spirit of Paul,
Christianity’s first theologian, who like us
found himself standing at the intersection of
two eras and knew he had to let go of his past if
he hoped to have a future.  An intriguing paper
from Joe Bessler-Northcutt.

MILLER, Robert J. (Ed.): The Complete
Gospels
San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1994

This book presents for the first time anywhere
all twenty of the known gospels from the early
Christian era, offering a fuller and more
fascinating picture of early Christian origins
than found in the four canonical gospels alone –
or in any other source.

ARMSTRONG, Karen: A History of
God: from Abraham to the Present
London: Vintage, 1993

A fascinating, extensive and highly original
account of the evolution of belief. Armstrong
examines Western society’s unerring fidelity to
this idea of One God and the many conflicting
convictions it engenders.

VERMES, Geza:  The Passion
London: Penguin Books, 2005

Vermes looks afresh with great learning and
warmth at a story encrusted in myth, fabrication
and misunderstanding and gets as close as
possible to the truth behind those few fateful
days in Jerusalem.

BURKLO, Jim: Open Christianity:
Home by another road
Scotts Valley, Calif: Rising Star Press, 2000

Jim Burklo is a Presbyterian minister in
Sausalito California.  His  book traces his own
spiritual journey and that of people he ministers
to.  Like Borg and Spong Jim Burklo
emphasizes the importance of what Taussig
calls ‘intellectual integrity’ and this is reflected
in his conduct of worship.  The first part of the
service is taken up entirely with the pastoral
concerns of the faith community and the second
part with worship

People who have been offended by traditional
Christianity, but who admit a spiritual hunger,
will find this book lives up to its title. Burklo’s
invitation to come “Home by another road”
draws on his own rich pastoral experience.

TAUSSIG, HAL: A New Spiritual Home:
Progressive Christianity at the Grass
Roots.
Santa Rosa, California: Polebridge Press,
2006

A new kind of Christianity is emerging at the
grass roots. Full of heart-felt expression, artistic
creativity and liberal social values, progressive
churches and small Christian communities have
establ ished themselves across the
denominational spectrum. This author
describes, analyses, projects its future and
suggests how to start a progressive church.

BORG, Marcus & CROSSAN, John
Dominic: The Last week
San Francisco, U.S.A: HarperSanFrancisco,
2006

The day-by-day account of Jesus’ final week in
Jerusalem by these two experts who offer what
they believe is the real gospel account of Jesus’
final week from his triumphal entry on Palm
Sunday to his death on the cross. The authors
use Mark’s Gospel as their guide and come to a
startling revelation about these events, whilst
recording  and paralleling another event which
was happening at the same time.


