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66A’s Rebirth | ToI 

• Kerala government ordinance to curb online 

abuse 

• Government – rising complaints of  cyber bullying 

of women and children and failure to restrain 

accused persons under existing provisions 

• Reality check – there are ample of  provisions in 

the IPC and POCSO Act to tackle these abuses 



• The new amendment offers a handy tool to 

silence critics 

• Anyone who expresses, publishes or 

disseminates “false” views that threaten, abuse, 

humiliate or defames another person or class of  

persons causing “injury to the mind, reputation or 

property” faces a three-year jail term. 

• The news media - vulnerable by such widely 

defined and subjective provisions 



• Section 66A of the Information Technology Act, 

which had criminalised “offensive communication 

causing annoyance, inconvenience, danger, 

obstruction, insult, injury” etc, led to several 

ordinary citizens being jailed for dissent before 

the Supreme Court struck it down. 

• Kerala law allows a police officer to register an 

FIR, begin a probe and make arrests even on 

grounds like someone being humiliated or 

defamed or faced “injury to the mind or 

reputation”.  



• This is draconian, far exceeding the IPC provision 

on criminal defamation, which puts the onus for 

lodging complaints on a defamed victim, not 

police. 

• The solution for police failure to address vicious 

cyberbullying or cyberstalking is to improve 

responsiveness and technological capabilities. 



In vaccine race last lap, the key steps for India 

• Evaluation of candidate vaccines for COVID-19 should be done on 

technical parameters and programmatic suitability. 

• An ideal vaccine would provide all of  these 
Immunity that is of  a high degree (90% + protective especially against severe 

illness) 

Broad scale (against different variants) 

Durable (at least five years if  not lifelong) 

A vaccine that is safe (little or no side-effects and definitely no serious 

adverse effects) 

A vaccine that is cheap (similar to current childhood vaccines) 

A vaccine that is programmatically suitable (room temperature) 

Needle-free delivery 

Amenable to rapid production 



• Historically, we have faced difficulties in the 

development of  coronavirus vaccines.  

• Although there were some attempts at 

development of vaccines against Severe Acute 

Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and the Middle 

East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS), there are no 

licensed vaccines for any coronavirus yet. 

• There are also safety concerns due to 

immunological consequences of the vaccine as 

these vaccines use newer techniques with which 

we do not have long term or large population 

experience.  



• The COVID-19 vaccine candidates by Moderna 

and Pfizer have already released early 

information of high effectiveness (90%+). 

• Almost all of  them seem to require two doses.  

• Given this complicated scenario, what should the 

government strategy be while choosing a vaccine 

and for vaccination?  



• The first rule would be to not to put all your eggs 

in one basket. 

• The World Health Organization has issued 

guidelines for prioritisation for vaccine recipients. 

• Other important considerations would be of  

equity and cost.  



• The only orderly option is to create some sort of  a 

technological solution of a queuing system based 

on an earlier registration process for age and 

presence of co-morbidity and allotment of  

appointment in a nearest booth.  

• It is essential that we avoid overcrowding during 

vaccination.  

• However, the greatest challenge would be to 

immunise the poorest and the most vulnerable 

(slums/migrants/refugees/people with 

disabilities). 



• It is expected that the pandemic would start 

receding once we protect about 60% of the 

population (in terms of coverage x effectiveness). 

• This also raises the possibility of  using a ring 

immunisation strategy (immunising the population 

around reported cases), even earlier. 



• One major challenge would be that many people 

would be willing to pay for the vaccine and ask for 

expedited access. 

• Obviously, till we cover a bulk of  phase 1 

beneficiaries, the government should not concern 

itself  with other groups.  

• However, it can and should allow the vaccine to 

be available in the private sector at a market-

driven price for such people.  



• Many countries have already published their 

prioritisation policy whereas in India, it is only 

based on what we hear from the media — that 

health-care workers have been prioritised and 

details are not available in the public domain. 

• It is critical that the government has a fair, 

transparent and published policy in this regard 

even if  it results in heartburn in some quarters.  



Pressure and punishment 

• The conviction of  Hafiz Saeed - hows that 

Pakistan can be forced to act against terror 

networks under international pressure.  

• Saeed, in jail since July last year, was convicted 

in another case of  terror financing in February 

this year.  

• He is currently serving two sentences of five and 

a half  years each.  



• He first founded the LeT in the 1990s targeting 

India.  

• When the terror group came under international 

pressure, he revived the JuD, supposedly an 

Islamic charity, in 2002, which India accuses of  

being an LeT front. 

• It was only after the U.S. declared a bounty on 

Saeed’s head and the UN proscribed his 

organisations that Pakistan, facing pressure from 

the FATF, banned his organisations. 



• The FATF still placed Pakistan on its “grey list” in 

June 2018, and demanded more actions from 

Islamabad to avoid being blacklisted, which could 

invite economic sanctions. 

• Ever since, Pakistan, which cannot afford to be 

blacklisted, especially when its economy is in a 

shambles, has moved against Saeed.  

• There are doubts because Pakistan had used 

anti-India and anti-Afghan terrorist networks for 

strategic advantages. 



• The international community and organisations, 

including the FATF, should keep up the pressure 

until Islamabad shows tangible outcomes.  



Peaceful possibilities 

• The coming local body elections in Jammu and 

Kashmir could be an opportunity to open a new 

political dialogue in the Union Territory, 

particularly on the question of restoring its 

statehood. 

• In the first democratic exercise since the Centre 

revoked J&K’s special status and reorganised it 

into two UTs in August 2019, Panchayati Raj 

elections are scheduled over eight phases 

beginning November 28. 



• For the first time, this part of  India will have the 

entire 73rd Constitutional Amendment coming 

into operation.  

• In October, the UT administration amended the 

Panchayati Raj Act, providing for District 

Development Councils (DDC) in each district, and 

establishing the three-tier PR structure. 

• Alongside the election of 280 DDC members, by-

elections for around 12,000 panchayat seats and 

over 230 urban body seats will also take place. 



• Peaceful, participatory election in a troubled 

region can be the most forceful demonstration of  

the resilience of Indian democracy.  

• It is for this reason that elections are a target for 

those who believe that only violence can achieve 

popular aspirations in Kashmir. 

• Four JeM militants who were planning a terror 

attack in the Valley to disrupt the elections and 

sow chaos were neutralised last week.  

• A violence-free election is necessary, but not 

sufficient for a vibrant democracy. 



• There are other viable possibilities for J&K’s 

progressive, respectful and accommodative 

association with the rest of  India, which preserve 

national integrity and honour the region’s identity. 

• The government must encourage the widest voter 

participation, the clearest route to this being 

through an unrestrained and freewheeling 

campaign that mobilises and expresses the whole 

range of public opinion. 

• But meaningful dialogue is essential, and 

elections are the best way to open up peaceful 

possibilities.  



Call For Solidarity | ToI 

• The 15th G20 summit hosted by Saudi Arabia saw 

the Covid-19 pandemic and the global economic 

recession dominate discussions.  

• Speaking virtually, world leaders expressed a 

desire to come together to fight the pandemic 

and ensure a resilient recovery. 

• French President Emmanuel Macron emphasised 

the need to avoid a two-speed world where only 

the richer nations protected themselves from the 

virus. 



• Meanwhile, both Russian President Vladimir Putin 

and Chinese President Xi Jinping assured 

cooperation on Covid vaccine development and 

distribution.  

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on the other hand, 

focussed on green policies, calling for a new 

Global Index based on respecting nature with a 

spirit of  trusteeship with Mother Earth. 

• The reality is that the international community is a 

divided house today thanks to populist 

nationalism. 



• In the US, President Donald Trump – who now 

refuses to concede defeat in presidential polls – 

has for the last four years trashed multilateralism.  

• Across the Pacific, China hasn’t helped matters 

either by adopting an expansionist policy, bullying 

weaker nations and being evasive on Covid-19.  

• Beijing clearly wants to rewrite the rules of  

international engagement in its favour, whether by 

force or by fraud. 



• That said, the world’s two largest economies do 

need to collaborate to find solutions to the 

pandemic and climate change.  

• The incoming Joe Biden administration in 

Washington may be amenable to this even as it 

looks to counter Beijing’s bullying ways and get it 

to adhere to international rules.  

• Thus, the US must resume its leadership of  the 

multilateral order and China must respect 

international norms. 



How To Manage The Pandemic | ToI 

• Many believe that the recent spike in Covid cases in Delhi is because 

of  the reckless opening up of all social activities during a festival 

season, when climatic conditions were not conducive. 

• Countering charges of mismanagement, AAP’s party spokesperson 

stated that political compulsions made reason-based policy-making 

difficult. 

• The singular duty of government is to protect lives and ensure the 

well-being of  its people; putting science and evidence above 

superstition and populism; and having the courage to take 

unpalatable decisions beneficial to people’s welfare. 



• We are compelled then to question the 

relationship between politics and governance.  

• While both involve aspects of  power and 

accountability, governance is about the manner in 

which such power is exercised through laws, 

norms and actions that have to be accountable.  

• How have these variables played out in the 

management of Covid-19? 



• It reflects an irresponsible political culture – of  

the opposition pressurising a government from 

governing and of the government being 

intimidated and putting the lives of so many at 

risk.  

• The spike in cases and the resultant demand for 

hospital beds has strained the health system and 

stressed citizens in desperate need for medical 

help. 

• That even after eight months into the pandemic, 

the Centre and state governments should be 

fumbling on this score is unacceptable. 



• For example, when the curve hadn’t been bent, the positivity rate 

is 13%, the disease far more widespread than officially declared, 

an indisciplined people prone to disregarding regulations and 

weak capacity for enforcement, then it falls upon the government 

to come up with clear policies, rules, laws and massive 

information campaigns to calibrate, guide and regulate individual 

and social behaviour.  

• Instead, we have swung from an extremely restrictive 

environment bordering on cruelty to a permissive one where 

public transport, markets and temples are functioning to 

capacity and life is back to the old normal. 



• Such circumstances demand strong leadership, 

where the leader is visible, guiding, nudging, 

persuading, scolding and empathetically 

shepherding the people through consultative, 

participatory and open processes, to accept self-

restraint, adopt healthy behaviour and assist the 

government in enforcing the guidelines.  

• Brute force and punitive measures have limited 

value in public health. 

• We have lost valuable time in recalibrating our 

strategies. 



• Under community spread, the only effective 

option is early diagnosis and treatment alongside 

massive information dissemination, instead of  

exhausting staff  with house visits and contact 

tracing. 

• Pandemic management, like the PM said, was a 

war to be fought and won.  

• Clearly, our political culture is impairing the much 

needed nimbleness of decision making by state 

governments due to the constant sniping of  the 

opposition parties and a central government 

wanting credit and apportioning blame. 



• Since the vaccine is still far away and we will 

need to live with the virus for years, it is 

imperative that a National Strategy Plan be 

prepared to ensure greater synergies within and 

among states and outcomes be rigorously 

monitored by a central authority, ensuring 

standardisation of key components and policy 

interventions following scientific evidence, not 

political calculations. 



NEWS 

PM Modi to inaugurate multi-storeyed flats for MPs through video 

conferencing today 

 

Over 2.6 Crore families provided access to clean drinking water 

through taps since launch of  Har Ghar Jal scheme 

 

Country's Covid-19 recovery rate improves to 93.69% 

 

Universities, degree colleges in Uttar Pradesh to reopen from today 

 

India - Singapore Bilateral Maritime Exercise SIMBEX-20 to begin 

today in Andaman Sea 

 



Health Minister Harsh Vardhan addresses Boston Center of 

Excellence for Health & Human Development 

 

PM Modi thanks Saudi Arabia for hosting G20 Summit in Riyadh 

successfully 

 

Paddy procurement for Kharif  2020-21 continues smoothly in 

procuring States 

 

PM emphasises the need to fight climate change in an 

integrated, comprehensive and holistic way  

 

2-day All India Presiding Officers' Conference to be organized at 

Kevadia in Gujarat on Nov. 25 

 



Paris Accord was made to kill American economy: US President 

Donald Trump 

 

US President-elect Joe Biden appoints Indian-American Mala 

Adiga as policy director of  his wife Jill Biden 

 

UN Chief  Antonio Gutterres condemns rocket attacks in Kabul 

 

Newly elected ruling party MP shot dead in Myanmar 



Subscribe 

 

Hit: Notification Bell 

 

Like 

 

Comment 

 

 

 

 

.

 J

A

I
 

H

I

N

D

 Do you know?  
Nalanda = Na+alam+Daa, meaning “no stopping of  the gift of  knowledge” 

So do gift share this lecture with your loved ones. Thanks  


