
© 2012 CTA, Inc.

Scripture taken from the King James Version of the Bible.

Permission to make photocopies or reproduce by any other mechanical or 
electronic means is granted only to the original purchaser and is intended 
for use within a church or other Christian organization, but not for resale.

#WGL2DA

When circumstances flood our hearts with anxiety, we remember 
God’s comforting words of promise: “The Lord will bless his 
people with peace” (Psalm 29:11). 

When circumstances remind us of our sins, causing us to cringe, 
we rely on our Savior’s words in John 10:27 –28: “My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; and I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never perish.”

What good news! God whispers direction into our lives through 
our circumstances. He speaks words of love and pardon in the 
Bible. He shouts his love for us in Jesus, our crucified and risen 
Savior. Now we get to share the Gospel message of hope and 
peace in the words we speak and through our acts of service  
for others.

Taking It Home

Today, each woman here will receive a (name the gift you will give). 
I pray it will encourage you to listen with an open heart, especially 
as our Lord speaks in his Word. There, he speaks clearly of his 
love and forgiveness in Christ.

I pray that the Scriptures here will quiet your heart, lift you up, 
and help you more deeply treasure God’s message of grace to you 
as you serve him day by day.

Whispers of God’s Love

Introduction

Have you ever had a small child tell you a secret? Most moms, 
grandmas, and favorite aunts have! Chances are, the child put 
his or her mouth directly to your ear and breathily whispered 
something completely incomprehensible. After wiping off your 
ear, you may have asked the child to repeat the secret, hoping to 
understand it this time. Alas, despite your best efforts and the 
child’s louder whisper, the message remained incomprehensible. 
You still could not make out the secret. You and the child gave up, 
both disappointed by this failure to communicate. 

Similarly, have you ever had a teacher come to class with 
laryngitis? Instead of the usual greeting, she may have stood at 
the front of the room and croaked out a greeting barely audible 
beyond the front row of desks: “Good morning, class. Let’s get 
started.” All day long, the teacher strained to present lessons and 
keep order; all day long, students strained to hear her. No fun for 
the instructor or her students.



More often than not, whispers challenge our capacity to hear 
and understand. All of us would probably agree that whispering 
is not the ideal format for clear communication. In fact, in our 
relationships with other people and in our relationship with God, 
most of us would prefer plain speech to whispers.

Getting to the Heart

God has a pretty good track record of speaking plainly to his 
people. Remember Moses and the burning bush in Exodus 3? The 
bush was on fire, but it did not burn up. It got Moses’ attention. 
When Moses went to investigate, God spoke directly to him, 
calling him to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.

In the Book of Job, we read about a faithful servant of God who 
watched as his whole life disintegrated right before his eyes. His 
circumstances seemed to scream out God’s absence, but despite 
all the tragedies that befell Job, the Lord kept him in faith. God 
did not answer all of Job’s questions, but when his ordeal ended, 
the Lord spoke plainly about his commitment to his servant, Job.

In the New Testament, we read about the angel Gabriel’s visit to 
Mary. The angel told her directly, plainly, and personally that she 
would be the mother of the Savior. No garbled message there! 

You probably can name several other times when those who 
heard God speak had no doubt about what he intended to 
communicate.  

Sometimes in our lives, God shouts as it were. At other times, 
though, our Lord whispers. 

During the ministry of the prophet Elijah, for example, God’s 
people had wandered away from him. They had shattered 
his covenant. Elijah wanted God to send the Israelites an 
unforgettable sign of judgment. Elijah wanted the people to see 
the Lord’s power. He wanted God to drive his people to their 
knees in forced repentance. Here’s what happened instead.  
(Read I Kings 19:11–13a). 

Elijah wanted the thunder and lightning that had descended on 
Mount Sinai centuries earlier when God gave his Law to Moses. 
Elijah wanted wrathful smiting. Instead, God whispered. 

How many times have we asked God to tell us what to do? How 
many times have we asked God to show us the right way? We 
want desperately to hear from our Creator-God and know his 
will. We want God to tell us, right out loud, what the answer is. 
Just tell us!

So God did. He told us of his love for us in the clearest way 
possible. He did not speak in a booming voice from heaven, 
accompanied by fireballs and windstorms. He spoke, instead, in 
the soft cries of a baby, the cries of his own Son, Jesus Christ. 
God told us of his love through Jesus’ perfect life and his obedient 
death on the cross. God told us of his love in Easter’s empty 
tomb. Talk about getting the message, loud and clear!

God is not done speaking. You may not see a burning bush in 
your backyard, but that doesn’t mean he has nothing to say. Your 
Lord whispers to you through your circumstances. Are you a new 
mom? Then God is likely calling you to serve him by changing 
dirty diapers and praying for the new life he has entrusted to you. 
Do you parent a teen? Then the Lord is calling you to serve him, 
at least in part, by listening patiently and providing kind, firm 
guidance. Are you a grandmother or aunt? God is likely calling 
you to serve him by praying and offering wise advice and practical 
help when you’re asked.

Our Lord whispers to us in our circumstances, but he speaks 
right out loud in his Word. Circumstances can be unclear, 
especially in all the maddening busyness of daily life. We wonder 
how we are going to handle it all. In those times, we rely on the 
clear words of our Lord: “Be still, and know that I am God” 
(Psalm 46:10). 


