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       “What, how and why we pray”

110 people at the PCNV meeting on May
23 heard Rev Dr John Bodycomb and Ms
Harriet Ziegler speak on “God
consciousness: What, how and why we
pray”

John Bodycomb spoke first on what prayer
is all about, particularly for him. Some
memorable phrases included:

o  Prayer as ‘conscious attention to
one’s relationship to the eternal’

o Prayer as being like ‘deep breathing
in of the spirit of God’

o  Prayer ‘pre-eminently as listening –
for the voice within, holy whispers
…’

There was opportunity for table groups to
discuss these and other ideas.

Harriet Ziegler, chaplain and coordinator of
pastoral care at Epworth Eastern Hospital,
spoke about prayer during a health crisis,
which is often also a spiritual crisis. One of
her guiding principles is to ‘do no harm’,
never to impose prayer on someone. A

focus on thanksgiving is often helpful; we
can give thanks in every situation, though
not for every situation. Harriet is drawn to
the idea of prayer being about energy.

To hear the addresses go to the audio files
on the PCNV website:
http://pcnvictoria.org.au

 

Exploring ways to move on
The term “progressive” can carry a variety of meanings. It is not about a particular view but
about moving on in our understandings and practices. The publicity from ABC Radio National
interviews with speakers at the Common Dreams conference reached a new audience of
people ready to move on in their understanding of Christianity and who were  pleasantly
surprised that there are many others actually doing that. After one Spirit of Things program,
our website lit up with people wanting to find our more about progressive Christianity.

The Committee of the Progressive Christian Network of Victoria is giving increased attention
to ways of reaching more widely into the community and assisting people beyond attendance
at meetings. Future Newsletters will bring you news of these ventures – and invite your
participation.

Meanwhile the PCNV program of meetings for 2010 continues to offer opportunities to hear
quality speakers and explore practical implications of moving on in our understanding of faith.

Newsletter highlights

 Father Peter Kennedy to be next
PCNV speaker on 27 June

 Top international New
Testament scholar John
Dominic Crossan to lead
workshops in August –
September

 More from Gretta Vosper and
Margaret Mayman
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MORE FROM COMMON DREAMS SPEAKER GRETTA VOSPER …
Extracts slightly edited from an interview on the ABC Radio National
program “The Spirit of Things”, 9 May 2010

What is Progressive Christianity?

Progressive is one of the terms that when we first gathered together to create
this network in Canada, it's one of the terms that caused controversy, and that
was the first indication that it was going to be a controversial part of this
movement. Many people were concerned about progressive implying that others
were regressive or static. So we played with some other terms like 'Open' or
'Evolutionary' and we recognised that they too could be misunderstood. So we
chose the word 'Progressive' because it seemed an accessible word that allowed
anyone to take the next step from wherever they were at, and that's the
important thing, it's not necessarily to get where I am or where someone else is,
it's to see in your own setting, in your own place, what binds you and whether or
not you must free yourself from that and move forward.

Can people be involved in your church who are not necessarily
Christian?

Yes, absolutely, and we have in the congregation I serve, West Hill United, in the
east end of Toronto, we do have people who come from a variety of different
traditions. Some of them are previously evangelical, fundamentalist Christians,
others from Catholics, Salvation Army, and then we have people who are
Buddhist, people who are atheist, whose next step has taken them to a place
where they can no longer maintain or remain within their original traditions. And
we offer what we call a non-exclusive community of faith, what they hear will not
privilege one particular perspective, but will allow people who are searching for a
support and their pursuit of living out life enhancing values in their lives, that
gives them community in which they can do that.

Talking about God

Actually I'm often talking about God. That's what I'm talking about. I just don't
use the word to describe it. Sometimes if a newcomer has visited our
community of faith, after the service they'll say to someone, 'Gretta never said
anything about God', and that person will say, ‘She was saying nothing but what
was about God’. I have a very clear understanding of God for me, but if I use
that word I have no guarantees whatsoever that whoever is listening to me has
that same understanding. So I would rather talk about those things that my
understanding of God is about, so that the language doesn't act as a barrier to
our understanding.

So I talk about relationship because that's my understanding of God, as the
relationship that we have with others, with other people, with other living
things, with things, with ourselves. Our choice to make those relationships safer
is a choice to build and create God in the world and make it stronger. If we
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choose to desecrate those relationships, to treat things or people so as to
disrespect or disregard or use them, simply to our own advantage, then we are
diminishing and destroying God in the world. That's my understanding of it. But
if I merely spoke of God, most people would not catch that that's what I meant
at all, so I talk about relationship rather than talking about God.

You can read the full text of the interview, listen to the interview or download the podcast at:
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/spiritofthings

And from Rev. Margaret Mayman about the differences between liberal
Christianity and Progressive Christianity

I think there are a number of points of disruption between liberalism and
Progressive Christianity. We're deeply grateful to the liberal tradition for the
intellectual insights for the process of deconstructing Biblical and theological texts
and teachings, but I think that the Progressive project is also more about getting
back in touch with our spirits and our emotions and the practice of our faith, as
well as the thinking about our faith. I think it's time in the light of Progressive
Christians that we address those issues as well as what we think and believe, or
don't think and don't believe.

… we're saying that rationalism is a product of modernity, of post-Enlightenment
and that there are other ways of knowing, other ways of being, that we ought to
be able to be free to explore and that sometimes reducing everything to rational
statements actually misses some of the experience of communities, of struggle,
over generations, trying to understand what the sacred is, and how we are to live
in relationship with one another.

You can read the full text of the interview, listen to the interview or download the podcast  at:
http://www.abc.net.au/rn/spiritofthings

At Christ Church Cathedral we seek to share God's unconditional love of
all people regardless of age, race, sex, marital or family status, sexual
orientation, ability or wealth. Every endeavour is made to make Christ
Church a safe place for all. We discourage being judgmental, but seek
to affirm one another as equally loved by God.

From the website of the Anglican Cathedral in Darwin: www.christchurchcathedral.org.au
The Dean of the Cathedral, The Very Reverend Jeremy Greaves, was a leader at the
Common Dreams Conference.

Progressive Christianity in Britain
This newsletter has carried a lot of references to progressive Christianity in Australia, USA and New
Zealand. There is also a thriving progressive movement in Britain. You can explore it through the
Progressive Christian Network website: www.pcnbritain.org.uk

There are newsletters, a current information leaflet, articles on starting and running a group,
interviews with outstanding leaders like John Churcher – all to view or download.
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A novel by Marcus Borg
Esteemed progressive religious scholar Marcus Borg has turned his hand to fiction with his
latest book Putting Away Childish Things: A Tale of Modern Faith
 
Here is how the publisher Harper Collins describes the book:
 
In Putting Away Childish Things, Marcus Borg weaves his insightful teachings on Christianity
into a new form—fiction. In this compelling tale, we meet Kate—a popular religion professor
at a liberal arts college in a small midwestern town who thinks her life is right on track. She
loves her job, is happy with her personal and spiritual life, and her guilty pleasure consists of
passing her afternoons at the local pub with a pint of Guinness and a cigarette. Life is good.
 
Kate is up for tenure when it all starts to go wrong. A colleague warns her that her books are
too Christian and too popular. She is offered a visiting professor job at a prestigious
seminary, which sounds like the perfect solution except for one complication—it is the same
seminary that employs the professor she had an affair with years ago. Kate now has to face
her past and watch as the ramifications unfold in ways she never imagined. In the
classroom, students ask for her views on Jesus, the Bible, and homosexuality, controversial
topics that Kate candidly addresses until outraged parents start campaigning for the school
to get rid of her. Through it all, Kate faces the toughest challenge yet—a crisis of faith that
leaves her questioning what she believed so strongly before.
 
Putting Away Childish Things is an engaging way for readers to learn about the important
issues dividing Christians today. Along the way, we join with the characters to ask the hard
questions such as what does the Bible really teach? Who is Jesus? What is the nature of
faith today?
 
The book can be ordered from PCNV on the order form that accompanies this newsletter.

 ________________________________________________________________________
More Quotes from the Common
Dreams Conference that stick in the
mind

 “Nobody knows anything about God and those
who say they do are just troublemakers”. 14th

century Muslim mystic quoted by Fr Peter
Kennedy

“It is not stupid to expect things to be
different”. Quoted by Margaret Maynard.

“Religion is not about transcending life but
about transforming life”. Margaret Maynard

“The disciples too often focussed on Jesus
rather than following where his finger
pointed”. Francis Macnab

“Seek the truth, come what may, cost what it
will”.  Cicero quoted by Gretta Vosper

“We need to recant with integrity – to tell
people the world we created is not so.” Gretta
Vosper

“We don’t try to be inclusive; we try not to be
exclusive”. Gretta Vosper about the
congregation in Canada where she ministers.

“The rule of God arrives as soon as we
respond, take control of our lives, and walk the
way of compassion and justice.” Summary of
Jesus’ message by Lloyd Geering

“No one is clever enough to be wrong all of the
time”. Ken Wilbur quoted by Ian Mavor
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New words for songs
George Stuart, author of Singing a New
Song lyrics, is offering new lyrics set to
traditional church melodies written on the
themes and/or texts of the Revised
Common Lectionary readings.     

These lyrics will be e-mailed each two
months for the next year to any worship
leader who wishes to ‘sign on’. There are no
obligations at all regarding this offer and
there will be no copyright limitations
regarding the lyrics for printing and copying
or the creation of PowerPoint Presentations
for public worship.  All you have to do is
‘sign on’ to receive further introductory
information.   

If you are interested, contact George by
email at george.stuart@exemail.com.au by
mid to late June to receive, during the first
week in July, the first set of lyrics for the
September and October lectionary readings.

The two volumes of Singing a New Song
contain the words of previous songs written
by George  Stuart.

Doncaster study group
The Uniting church in Doncaster is offering a
study group led by Dr John Bodycomb
based on his book, “No Fixed Address –
faith as journey”, 
Dates: Monday nights – August 2, 16,
September 6, 20,  October 4. 
Time: 8 pm – 10pm
Place: Pilgrim Uniting Church – Westfield
Drive, Doncaster
Contact: Megan Coote:  
nmcoote@bigpond.com
 
Sea of Faith lecture
The Melbourne Sea of Faith Network will
present a public lecture by Alex McCullie
(Tutor, Council for Adult Education) ,
Progressive Christianity: A Secular
Response",
at 7.30pm Thursday 17th June 2010 at the
Carlton Library Meeting Room, corner
Rathdowne and Newry Streets, North
Carl ton . All are welcome.  Gold coin
donation appreciated.

Top scholar to speak at PCNV
- John Dominic Crossan dates
announced

The international New Testament scholar
and renowned author John Dominic
Crossan is being brought to Melbourne by
the Progressive Christian Network of
Victoria in August - September this year.

In 1985 Crossan was co-founder with
Robert Funk of the Jesus Seminar. He is a
towering figure in biblical archaeology,
anthropology, and the study of the
documents of the New Testament.

He will lead workshops in Melbourne on the
morning and afternoon of Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday, 31 August and 1
- 2 September, on the topic “Jesus and
Paul: Continuity or Discontinuity?” The
workshops will explore the origins of
Christianity and the roles of Jesus and Paul.

On the evening of Friday 3 September, Dr
Crossan will address a public meeting.

Books by John Dominic Crossan include
- God and Empire. Jesus Against

Rome, Then and Now (2007
- The Last Week. What the Gospels

Really Teach about Jesus’ Final Days
in Jerusalem (2006)

- The Birth of Christianity.  Discovering
What happened Immediately After
the Execution of Jesus (1998)

- The Historical Jesus. The Life of a
Mediterranean Jewish Peasant
(1991)

He has also co-authored books on Paul.

Venues and participation arrangements for
the series of workshops and the public
meeting will be announced soon.

Through the newsletter and email
announcements we will keep you informed
of this once in a lifetime opportunity to hear
one of the scholars who has reshaped
understanding of the origins of Christianity,
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The Progressive Christian Network of Victoria

invites you to hear

Father Peter Kennedy
speak on

. “Emerging Possibilities for faith
Communities”

WHEN: Sunday 27 June 2010.
3.00pm to 5.00pm

WHERE: Glen Iris Uniting Church, Glen Iris
Glen Iris Rd. near the corner with High Street
(Melway Map 60 A9) Parking in church grounds and nearby streets

  THE SPEAKER
Father Peter Kennedy is one of the best known figures on the Australian religious
scene.

In 28 years as the priest at St Mary’s Catholic Church in South Brisbane, Father
Kennedy guided the parish to grow into a dynamic community with a far-reaching
program that served people in the local community.

In February 2009, the Catholic Archbishop of Brisbane terminated Father
Kennedy’s appointment for failing to correct practices including changing rituals,
allowing women to preach and blessing gay couples.

The story of the move by Father Kennedy and hundreds of parishioners to
become St Mary’s in Exile has continued to win attention in the media.

Peter Kennedy will speak about how progressive Christians can put into
practice in their spiritual and every-day lives their progressive
understandings and insights, what this has meant to St Mary's-In-Exile, and
what being Christian might mean in the future. Those who have heard him
know that he speaks from the heart with a passion for making a difference to the
lives of people. Father Kennedy will welcome questions after his address.

Cost is $7  ($5 for members of PCNV)


