




MCQ 1

Ice Stupa initiative is headed by

A. Sonam Wangchuk 

B. Phunsuk wangdu

C. Jual oram

D. None 



MCQ 2

The Economist Intelligence Unit 
has released the report of the 
Worldwide Cost of Living Survey 
2019.the world’s most expensive 
city/cities are

A. New Delhi

B. Berlin 

C. New York 

D. None



MCQ 3

1. The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(UNISDR), created in December 1999

2. It is the successor to the secretariat of the International Decade for 
Natural Disaster Reduction.

Choose correct

(A) Only 1

(B) Only 2

(C) Both

(D) None 



Vocabulary

• Slander

• Inflection

• Trajectory 

• Plunge

• Ruse 

• Insolent



When free speech is truly free
Its true power is its capacity to make those in power accountable 

to those who don’t have power

• Freedom is a theme which is going to come up again and again through this 
election. It is a term, like truth, that has globally become extremely 
important today. But it is not an easy concept to understand, especially in a 
public political discourse. First of all, there are many kinds of freedom: 
freedom to speak, to write, to think, to imagine, to live our lives, to eat what 
we want, and so on. Since this term is invoked so quickly and so easily —
witness little children saying they want their freedom to have ice cream! —
it is important that we understand its diverse meanings in our everyday use 
of this term. Here I want to understand what one of the most important 
expressions of freedom, free speech, could mean.

• Freedom to hold forth?

• We often tend to think that among the main elements of democracy are the 
holding of elections and a free media. Both elections and free media are 
important because they stand, among other things, for the notions of free 
speech and free expression. Casting a vote anonymously, of one’s own free 
will, is an example of free expression and is broader than just ‘free speech’. 
Similarly, when the media has the freedom to air all kinds of views, it is seen 
to be an example of free speech. But is free speech really the essence of 
democracy? Is it really so important for an effective democracy?



• Paradoxically, there is an inherent tension between free speech and 
democracy. If free speech is understood merely as the freedom to say what 
one wants, then that is obviously not conducive to meaningful social 
behaviour. For example, one can spread falsehood about another in the name 
of free speech. One can insult, lie, create harm and hatred through free 
speech. In these cases, free speech should rightfully be called rumour and 
gossip. Rumour, gossip, fake news and deliberate lying can be hidden under 
the guise of free speech. It is speech with an ulterior motive. To call these as 
free speech is a mistake.

• The answer to the problem of defining what really constitutes free speech 
lies in understanding the meaning of ‘free’ in free speech. What is really free 
in free speech? The freedom to say what one wants? We can’t really say what 
we want all the time since all speech is constrained. We are constrained by 
language, words, concepts and grammar, and even by the physical contours 
of our mouth. We are constrained by the biological and cognitive structures 
related to thought and its expression through language. Socially, we are not 
fully free to say what we want. We cannot make certain utterances in certain 
places. A commentator, commenting on a game of cricket, cannot suddenly 
give a lecture on philosophy saying that he is protected by free speech!

• In addition to constraints, all speech also has a cost. When we utter 
something, good or bad, there is a price to pay. Even in personal relations 
with family and friends, we cannot say what we want. If we do so — that is, 
if we are honest and outspoken — there is a price to pay. Relationships get 
broken, wars are declared between people because somebody spoke ‘freely’.



• Thus, the essence of free speech is not really about the freedom 
to say what we want. It is more about speech which is free, 
which comes with no cost. Free speech is actually speech for 
which you don’t pay a price. But paying a price is not in the 
hands of the speaker. When I say or write something, I do not 
know who will take offence at it. People get upset and take 
offence very easily these days! Free speech is nothing but the 
conditions under which the hearer is not allowed to take 
offence and intimidate the speaker.

• The real freedom in ‘free speech’ lies not in the freedom of the 
speaker to say what she wants but in the constraint on hearers 
to allow the speaker to say what she wants. 

• Thus, when we demand the right to free speech, we are 
essentially demanding the right to stop others from not letting 
us speak.

• The most important consequence of the idea of free speech is 
that it shifts the responsibility of free speech from the speaker to 
the hearer. But does this mean that anybody can say what they 
want? Can they slander a person through falsehood in the 
name of free speech? Is slandering a person the same as 
criticising the government or the nation? After all, our 
governments, independent of which party is in power, have 
effectively used the charge of sedition to stop certain utterances 
in public.



Criticism As A Duty
It is not free speech to purposefully slander a person. But criticizing the 
government or nation is not the same as slandering an individual. Such 
criticism is not just a right, it is more a duty of democratic societies. In a true 
democracy, there is nothing that can be considered as slandering the 
government, even if a criticism may be wrong and unjustified. That is because 
free speech is a tool to make democracy workable and it is not really about 
the individual freedom to say what one wants.

Democracy is about governance for others and on behalf of others. It is a 
social and public system of responsibility of governance. The very foundation 
of democracy is collective action and the real freedom in a democracy is the 
freedom of choosing who will govern on our behalf. The ideal of democracy 
is that we are all potential rulers — any one of us can be the Prime Minister 
of our country. When we elect somebody, we are only putting a group of 
people to govern on behalf of us. Free speech is the mechanism to make sure 
that they govern correctly and on our behalf. It is only free speech, defined in 
this manner, that makes democracy workable.

The true power of free speech lies in its capacity to make those in power 
accountable to those who do not have power. It is a means to control those 
in power and is not really about freedom of individuals. The price we demand 
for making somebody govern on our behalf (the elected leaders) is to allow 
us to say what we want about them, not as individuals but as political 
leaders.



▪ The Power Equation

▪ Thus, true free speech covers only those acts of speech 
which speak against power, and keep those in power 
accountable. 

▪ It thus safeguards the most cherished democratic 
principle. 

▪ Free speech by itself is not the essence of democracy 
but is the means by which any democracy can be 
sustained. 

▪ Anybody who doesn’t like to hear criticism of 
government or government representatives is being 
undemocratic.

▪ We dilute the importance of free speech when we use it 
to derive personal benefit or cause harm or do so in 
situations which are not about power. 

▪ Speech, in the task of keeping check on power, has to 
be subsidized and made free by those in power.



Back on track
India and the Maldives must continue to build a shared 

strategic vision

▪ India and the Maldives appeared to return to the old days of strategic bonhomie 
when External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj met her counterpart Abdulla Shahid 
in Male during a brief visit this week. It is the first full-fledged bilateral visit at the 
political level from India to the Maldives after the new government assumed 
office in the wake of the historic election last September. 

▪ President Ibrahim Solih assumed charge after a multi-party, pro-democracy 
coalition led by his Maldivian Democratic Party was swept to power. Mr. Solih’s
inauguration, which was marked by the attendance of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, was assumed to be a potential inflection point in the trajectory of bilateral 
ties with India. 

▪ The previous five years witnessed Male’s disconcerting drift, under the aegis of 
the Abdulla Yameen government, into what many Maldivians felt was the stifling 
embrace of China. 

▪ Chinese financing for infrastructure and construction projects poured in even as 
the functioning of the political Opposition and the judiciary was harshly curtailed. 
All of this flux appeared to have been washed away on September 23, 2018 when 
the Maldivian electorate voted resoundingly for the coalition that backed Mr. Solih
for President.



• Yet it would be unwise for New Delhi to take the Indian 
Ocean nation for granted. There is indeed an opportunity for 
reset on numerous policies, and some of that has already 
happened. In December, when Mr. Solih visited India, a 
$1.4 billion financial assistance package for the Maldives 
was announced. While the proximity of the Indian general 
election may have precluded any major policy 
announcements from New Delhi, the two countries have 
agreed to exempt holders of diplomatic and official 
passports from visa requirements, inked an MoU on Indian 
grant-in-aid for “high-impact community development 
projects”, and other agreements on energy efficiency and 
renewable energy, areas critical to the agenda of Mr. Solih. 
At a broader level, the archipelago and the larger Indian 
Ocean region could expect more collaborative approaches 
on regional maritime security issues, including 
counterterrorism and trans-national crimes. However, Male 
is still grappling with the legacy of the Yameen
administration’s headlong plunge into the orbit of Beijing. 
The massive debts the Maldives incurred, by some 
estimates to the tune of $3 billion, linked to infrastructure 
investments need to be unwound. Second, the multiparty 
alliance must hold firm despite immense political pressures 
that arise from varying visions for governance. Some 
tensions already seem to be bubbling to the top: on 
February 25, Mohamed Nasheed, former President and 
important coalition-builder in the MDP, tweeted about the 
country’s Supreme Court “meddling in elections — again”. 
For genuine peace and bilateral harmony to take root in the 
region, building a shared vision for the future of the 
Maldives is the immediate task at hand.



MCQ 1

1. Denmark topped the World happiness report

2. India(140th) featured in the list of five countries that had the 
largest rise since 2005-2008 in the index, along with Yemen, 
Syria, Botswana and Venezuela.

Choose correct

(A)Only 1

(B)Only 2

(C) Both 

(D)None 



MCQ 2

1. United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network 
ranks the UN’s all 193 countries on “how happy their citizens 
perceive themselves to be”.

2. None of the world’s major economic powerhouses made it to the 
top 10.

Choose correct

(A)Only 1

(B)Only 2

(C) Both 

(D)None 



MCQ 3

Origins, Spectral Interpretation, Resource Identification, 
Security-Regolith Explorer(OSIRIS-Rex Mission) was by

A. ESA

B. ISRO

C. NASA

D. JAXA 



MCQ 4

1. Lake Balkhash is in Kazakhstan

2. Kazakhstan’s capital is Nursultan

Choose correct

(A)Only 1

(B)Only 2

(C)Both 

(D)None 



MCQ 5

1. IATA headquartered in Montreal, Quebec, Canada.

2. Jet Airways is the first Indian budget carrier to join the IATA, 
which has over 290 airlines as members.

Choose correct

(A)Only 1

(B)Only 2

(C) Both 

(D)None 



MCQ 6

1. Navroz is the new year celebrated by jews

2. It was started in Germany

Choose correct

(A)Only 1

(B)Only 2

(C) Both 

(D)None 



MCQ 7

1. Armyworms recently in news attacks wheat mainly

2. It is native to Africa 

Choose correct

(A)Only 1

(B)Only 2

(C)Both 

(D)None 



Thank you all !
https://www.facebook.com/amit.saini.3551380


