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Taking It Home
What came down at Christmas? Yes, love, peace, joy, and 
hope. All these belong to us because God loves us. Today, I 
want you to take a (name the item) home with you. Whenever 
you see it, let it remind you that “every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above.” When you remember, be sure to 
thank Jesus for coming to Earth to be our Savior on that 
first, wonderful Christmas.

Love Came Down  
at Christmas

Introduction
Display one of the “Love Came Down” items you plan to give 
the children as they leave today. 

Who can read the words on my (book, ornament, or other 
item)? Yes, this says, “Love came down at Christmas.”

Love is an interesting word. It can mean many different 
things. We say, for example, “I love mashed potatoes.” And we 
do. We also say, “I love Skippy, my dog.” And we do. We also 
say, “I love reading—or math or science.” More often, most of 
us probably say, “I love recess.” 

All the many ways we use the word love can make love 
confusing. 



Getting to the Heart
How do we know when someone loves us? Suppose someone 
says, “I love Skippy,” but then lets Skippy go without food 
or water all day long. Suppose they never pet him and never 
play with him. That’s not very loving, is it? 

Or suppose someone says, “I love you,” but then that person 
comes to your house and breaks your favorite toy on 
purpose. That’s not very loving, is it?

How do we know someone loves us? We know when 
they take good care of us and when they do what’s best 
for us again and again. Real, true love acts in loving, kind, 
protecting ways.

We sometimes say, “I love you, Jesus.” But lots of times our 
love fails. We tease our friends in church instead of listening 
to God’s Word. We hurt our brothers or sisters or classmates 
instead of showing them God’s kindness. We disobey Mom 
and Dad. We don’t take good care of the things God has 
given us. Our hearts aren’t thankful. All those things are sin. 
They are not loving at all!

God never stops loving us! His love is real, and it is true. God 
doesn’t just tell us about his love; he shows us his love. Here’s 
how—Love came down at Christmas! Can you say that with 
me? (Let the children repeat it once or twice.) Our heavenly 
Father sent Jesus to be born on Earth as our Savior. God 
said, “I love you.” And God showed us what his real and true 
love would do.

God’s love brings many other wonderful things into our lives. 
The Bible says, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above” ( James 1:17). Love came down at Christmas!

So did peace. We have peace because we know Jesus died to 
take away our sins. We don’t have to worry that God is mad 
at us or that he’s looking for a chance to punish us. In fact, 
we don’t have to worry about anything at all! No matter what 
happens, Jesus is our friend. He will take care of us. Peace 
came down at Christmas! (Invite the children to repeat this 
with you.)

Love and peace came down at Christmas. So did joy. Joy 
isn’t exactly like being happy. Happiness comes and goes. 
When our homework is done, we’re happy. When dad takes 
us for ice cream or pizza, we’re happy. But when our teacher 
gives us lots of math problems or when our mom makes 
sauerkraut for supper, our happiness goes away. Joy, though, 
stays and stays. Joy is being able to relax, knowing Jesus is 
taking care of us. Joy is looking forward to living with him 
forever in heaven. Joy came down at Christmas! (Invite the 
children to repeat this with you.)

Love, peace, and joy came down at Christmas. Just like the 
Bible says, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above.” Hope is another good gift that came down from God 
at Christmas. This hope isn’t just a happy wish. It’s not like, “I 
hope I get a Wii for Christmas.” No, this hope is rock-solid 
confidence. It gives us courage because we know for sure 
God loves us. Hope is knowing for sure that God will work 
everything out in our lives for our good, because he loves us 
so much. Hope came down at Christmas! (Invite the children 
to repeat this with you.)


