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“Your love for one another will prove to the world 

that you are my disciples.”  John 13:35 
 
John was one of Jesus’ earliest followers and closest friends.  Having 
walked with Jesus for three years, observing his life and listening to his 
teaching, he had a pulse on what was most important to Jesus.  Several 
times in this letter, John helps us take inventory of our faith.  He gives 
three tests to determine what it means to be an authentic Jesus-follower: 

1. Obedience: Am I following the instructions of God’s Word? 
2. Love:  Am I valuing people the way Jesus does? 
3. Belief:  Do I accept that Jesus is God our Savior?  

 
The central goal of a Christ follower  
These verses include a compelling statement, a highlight in John’s letter, 
communicating clearly what’s at the heart of genuine Christianity.    

 

“Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did.”   
1 John 2:6 

 

Being a follower isn’t first of all about being faithful in religious practices or 
having a thorough knowledge of the Bible.  The Pharisees were marked 
by both of those and got a terrible evaluation from Jesus.  Instead, an 
authentic follower is known for a life that looks more and more like Jesus.  
Our goal then?  “Keep his commands” and “obey his word.”  1 John 2:3,5 

 
An old—and new—command 
“I am not writing you a new command but an old one…” 1 John 2:7 
“Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him…”  1 John 2:8 
 So which one is it, John, old or new?   

 It’s an old command, having been God’s heart “since the beginning.” 
o   “Jesus replied:  ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your mind’… and ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’  All the Law and the Prophets hang on 
these two commandments.” Matthew 22:37 (from Deut. 6:5; Lev. 19:18) 

o  “Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”   
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”   
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”  John 21:16 

o   “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to 
love one another…”  Romans 13:8; Ephesians 5:1-2 

o   “If I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I 
am nothing.”  1 Corinthians 13:2 

 

 It’s a new command, since Jesus combined two separate commands 
(love for God & love for others) and broadened the common view: he 
calls us to love everyone, not just those in our own group.  Luke10:30-37     

 

How to love like Jesus 
Love isn’t just one more virtue I cultivate in my walk with God—it is the 
most significant badge of identification for every Spirit-filled person. 
 

 Actively value each person I encounter with the value God has 
placed on their life, even if they’re difficult or undeserving.  

“If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for 
that?  Even corrupt” people do that.  Matthew 5:46 
 

Every person is a treasure “made in God’s likeness.”  James 3:9   
Love is not simply doing no harm to another person. 
 

 Show kindness in practical ways. 
“Let us not love with words or tongue but with actions…” 1 John 3:18 

 
Making it personal 

1. Jesus’ example of love can seem so hard when people are difficult. 
Take a moment now and ask him to show his love through you. 

2. Think of individuals you’ve found hard to love.  Write out 3 practical 
ways you could take a step forward in loving them like Jesus does. 

 

 ___________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 
 

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. 
But the greatest of these is love.”  1 Corinthians 13:13 

 

Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 


