
Bible in 52 Weeks: Week 29  
Walking on Water 

! Have you ever done something that you thought was impossible? What was it? 
Why did you even try? Share your highs/lows and God moments for the week. 

! The story of Walking on Water is in three of the four gospels and each is slightly 
different. Read Matthew 14: 22-33, mark 6: 45-52 and John 6: 16-21. For children read the Spark 
Storybook Bible pages 294-297 

Conversation Starters: 

For children: 

• How do you think the disciples felt to see Jesus walking towards them on the water? How 
would you feel to see Jesus or anyone doing that?  

• If Jesus asked you to do something that seemed impossible, such as walk on water, what 
would you do?  

• Peter started to sink when he took his eyes off of Jesus. We need to always be focusing on 
Jesus but it’s hard! What distracts you (makes you forget) to focus on Jesus?  

• What are your favorite things to do at church? What things do you do at church that you 
can also do at home to remind you to focus on Jesus?  

• How can you remember to focus on Jesus when you are afraid? Just like Jesus held Peter 
up out of the water, Jesus holds you too!  

For youth/adults:  

• Have you ever witnessed something that seemed impossible? What was it? What was 
your reaction?  

• Peter was daring to say, “Lord if it is you, command me to come to you on the water!” 
Do you think that Peter really thought it was Jesus?  

• Peter was fine until he looked away from Jesus and took more notice of the wind and 
other distractions. What distracts you from keeping your focus on God in your life?  

• Has there been a time in your life when Jesus has asked you to do something that seemed 
impossible? Did you do it? How did it go?  



• In the OT, the sea represented destructive powers on a cosmic, political and personal 
level. God’s power over creation, including the sea, is an important trait of God and 
heralds God’s omnipotence. The promised Messiah would share in these powers with 
God and so this story is important for proclaiming who Jesus is to the disciples. How do 
you experience God’s power in your life? 

• Faith is not the opposite of doubt but questioning leads us to greater understanding of 
who Jesus is in our lives. What do you wonder about Jesus? With whom can you have a 
discussion regarding these questions? Do you need to actually have the answers or is 
there gifts in the wondering?  

Activities for all: 

• If you are brave (!) here is a way to simulate walking on water: You will make oobleck! 
Find a very large tub that you can stand in or a small kids pool. You will need one cup of 
water for every two cups of cornstarch (yes, you will need a lot to fill a tub!) and some 
blue food coloring. Let it set and then walk on it! If you just stand you will sink but if you 
keep moving, you can “walk on water!”  

• April is wet month, take a walk in the rain this month and even if you’re not a kid, splash 
in a puddle! Remember your baptism when you feel rain drops on you!  

• Service: continue supporting the clean water projects through ELCA and try to use less 
water this week. Turn off the water when you are brushing your teeth, in between rinsing 
dishes, use less water pressure (don’t turn it on fully), use left over water in bottles to 
water plants or your yard, drink every drop in your cup. How else can you conserve water 
this week?  

• Journal your faith journey this week. Write down when little musings about God float 
into your head. Don’t over analyze, just notice them and reflect on them.  

! Pray for those who don’t know Jesus’ presence in their lives and for us all to answer 
Jesus’ call of “Come.” Pray for those who don’t have clean or enough water. Offer prayers of 
gratitude for Jesus’ presence with us always.  

! Have a bowl of water to make the sign of the cross on one another and say:  

+Take heart, Jesus is with you always+ 


