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Jeremiah 18:1-10; Isaiah 64:8 
 

“The Lord gave another message to Jeremiah. He said, ‘Go down to the 
potter’s shop, and I will speak to you there.’  So I did as he told me and 

found the potter working at his wheel.”  Jeremiah 18:1-3 
 

Potters make beautiful things out of worthless clay.  
“O Lord, you are our Father. 
    We are the clay, and you are the potter. 
    We all are formed by your hand."  Isaiah 64:8 

 

 We are clay.  God physically shaped Adam from the clay of the earth 
and breathed into him the breath of life. We’re human, a word related 
to the term humus, meaning earth or clay.  Clay cannot mold itself.  
Instead, it yields to being shaped and molded by some outside force.  
  

 God is the Potter.  We’re not in the hands of “chance” or “blind fate” 
but in the hands of the Person of God Almighty, who is not just our 
Creator, but our Father.  As our Father, He is personally concerned 
for our lives and wants to see the best for us. 

 

God doesn’t only want to save me— 
He wants to shape me. 

 

Your past failures never thwart the work of the Potter. 
“The jar he was making did not turn out as he had hoped, so he crushed it 
into a lump of clay again and started over.  Then the Lord gave me this 
message: ‘O Israel, can I not do to you as this potter has done to his clay? 
As the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand.’”  Jeremiah 18:4-6 
 

 The grace in God’s heart is always bigger than the sin in my life. 
There is always the opportunity to become what He originally 
intended in spite of ourselves, to be shaped and molded to His ends. 
 

 Sometimes we think we’re unusable, unredeemable. We’ve done 
something for which we feel shame and guilt, and we think God can 
no longer do much with us.  But when we bring our sin to the Lord, 
confess it sincerely, and nail it to the cross of Christ, God can take 
our sins and shame and spin them into a design that glorifies Him. 

 My responsibility: to “renounce” any sin in my life. Jeremiah 18:8 
If I don’t deal with the sin in my life, it’s like offering the Potter 
hardened and impure clay.  2 Timothy 2:21 

 

  The only way for us to 
become all God desires us to be is to 

confess all known sin and remain pliable in 
the Potter’s hands. 

 

When you can’t trace the Potter’s hand, trust His heart. 
 Even in the difficult times, when it seems like God is distant or 

uninvolved or has forgotten about you, you can trust His promises:  “I 
will be with you.”  His hand has never left the wheel.  And He is good.  
He uses the events we encounter each day as tools with which to 
shape and sculpt us into the image of Christ.  Romans 8:29; Eph. 2:10 
 

 The process may be painful, but the finished work pleases the Potter. 
“He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set 
eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has 
done from beginning to end.”  Ecclesiastes 4:11; Philippians 1:6; 2:13 
 

 Trusting the Potter does not mean we can’t cry out to him (Psalm 13) 
or ask him for relief (2 Corinthians 12:7-9), but it does mean we won’t 
criticize or curse him. 
“What sorrow awaits those who argue with their Creator.  Does a 
clay pot argue with its maker?  Does the clay dispute with the one 
who shapes it, saying, ‘Stop, you’re doing it wrong!’  Does the pot 
exclaim, ‘How clumsy can you be?’ Isaiah 45:9-10; 29:15-16 

 

Soft clay in the Potter’s hands reveals the Treasure within. 
 From the moment you put your trust in Christ, His Spirit lives in you. 

“We have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing 
power is from God and not from us.  We are hard pressed on every 
side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but 
not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.”  2 Corinthians 4:7-9 
 

 His life in you is the secret to honoring the Potter, because that’s 
what He wants in the end:  that we will carry and communicate Jesus 
wherever we go.  “Christ lives in you.”  Colossians 1:27 
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