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TOPICS TO DISCUSS

 Sub-categorization of Other Backward Classes (OBCs) 

 Demand for Sixth Schedule status

 Right to Recall

 Titbits in news 



With reference to Sub-categorisation of OBCs, consider the following 
statements:

1) The Union Government constituted a four-member commission 
headed by Justice G. Rohini in Dec 2020.

2) Mandal commission report first talked about the Sub-Categorisation 
of OBCs.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1 only B) 2 only
C) Both 1 and 2. D) Neither 1 nor 2



SUB-CATEGORIZATION OF OTHER 
BACKWARD CLASSES (OBCS)

Recently, the Union Cabinet approved the term extension of the 
commission to examine the issue of subcategorization of Other 

Backward Classes (OBCs).

The Union Government constituted a four-member commission 
headed by Justice G. Rohini in 2017.

WHY IN NEWS



CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISION

The commission was constituted under Article 340 of the Indian 
Constitution to improve the equitability of sharing of benefits among 

OBCs.

The article 340 lays down conditions for the appointment of a 
Commission to investigate the conditions of backward classes. 

Mandate of the Commission: Examining the extent of inequitable 
distribution of benefits of reservation. 



WHO ARE OBCS?

OBC is a collective term used by the Government to classify castes 
which are educationally or socially disadvantaged.

OBCs are a vastly heterogeneous group. There are various jaatis or 
sub-castes which vary significantly in the societal and economic 

status. 

For instance, OBCs include land-owning communities in both north 
and south India alongside poorer sections of the society living on 

subsistence labour.



IDEA OF SUB-CATEGORISATION

The First Backward Class Commission report of 1955 had proposed 
sub-categorization of OBCs into backward and extremely backward 

communities. 

In the Mandal Commission report of 1979, a dissent note by member 
L R Naik proposed sub-categorization in intermediate and depressed 

backward classes.
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In 2015, the NCBC had proposed that OBCs be divided into the 
following three categories: 

a. Extremely Backward Classes (EBC-Group A) facing social, 
educational and economic backwardness even within the OBCs, 
consisting of aboriginal tribes, nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes 

who have been carrying on with their traditional occupations; 

b. More Backward Classes (MBC-Group B) consisting of vocational 
groups carrying on with their traditional occupations; and 

c. Backward Classes (BC-Group C) comprising of those comparatively 
more forward.



THE MANDAL COMMISSION

In 1990, the then Union government announced that Other 
Backward Classes (OBCs) would get 27 percent reservation in jobs in 

central government services and public sector units (under Article 
16(4) of the Constitution). 

The decision was based on Mandal Commission Report (1980), which 
was set up in 1979 and chaired by B.P. Mandal. The mandate of the 

Mandal Commission was to identify socially or educationally 
backward classes to address caste discrimination. 



The recommendation for OBC reservations in central government 
institutions was implemented in 1992 while the education quota 
came into force in 2006 (under Article 15(4) of the Constitution). 

To ensure that benefits of the recommendations of the Mandal 
Commission percolated down to the most backward communities, 

the creamy layer criteria was invoked by Supreme Court in the ruling 
called the ‘Indira Sawhney Judgment’ (1992). 

A household with an annual income of Rs 8 lakh or above is classified 
as belonging to the ‘creamy layer’ among OBCs and hence is not 

eligible for reservations.



TIT BITS RELATED TO OBCS

According to the National Commission on Backward Class, 

- 11 states (Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Puducherry, Karnataka, 
Haryana, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Bihar, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and 

Tamil Nadu) 

have subcategorized OBC for reservations in state-government-
owned institutions.



With reference to sixth schedule, consider the following statements:

1) Sixth schedule is applicable to Assam, Mizoram, and Manipur .
2) The council in 6th schedule is creation of state legislature while in 

5th schedule it is the product of constitution.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1 only B) 2 only
C) Both 1 and 2. D) Neither 1 nor 2



DEMAND FOR SIXTH SCHEDULE STATUS

Arunachal Pradesh assembly unanimously passed a resolution for the 
entire state to be included in the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution.

The aim is to protect and safeguard the customary rights of tribal 
people regarding ownership and transfer of land and forest products 

of the state
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MORE IN NEWS

In 2004 and 2007, State assembly had passed two resolutions for 
creation of Mon autonomous region (MAR) and Patkai autonomous 

council (PAC) under the provisions of the 6th Schedule of the 
Constitution.

It was then forwarded to the Centre for approval which is still 
pending.



SIXTH SCHEDULE

Sixth schedule to the constitution provides power to tribal 
communities to administer the tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, 

Tripura and Mizoram under the provision of article 244(2) and 275(1) 
of the constitution

Article 244 of provides special system of administration for certain 
areas designated as ‘scheduled areas’ and ‘tribal areas. 

Article 275 makes provisions for statutory grants to be charged on 
Consolidated Fund of India.



HOW IS 6TH SCHEDULE DIFFERENT FROM 5TH

It provides greater autonomy. Greater powers are devolved and 
power to make legislation on numerous subjects.

In fifth schedule, tribal advisory council have only advisory powers 
to the state government and that too only on the matters referred 

to the council by governor.

In cases related to transfer of land, 6th Schedule states could 
exercise power on its own.



HOW IS 6TH SCHEDULE DIFFERENT FROM 5TH

The council in 5th schedule is creation of state legislature while in 
6th schedule it is the product of constitution.

It has financial power to prepare budget for themselves unlike 
council in 5th areas. 

They also receive funds from consolidated fund of India to finance 
schemes for development, health, education, roads



TIT BITS RELATED TO SIXTH SCHEDULE

To include Arunachal Pradesh in Sixth schedule requires 
constitutional amendment (outside Article 368).

National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (Art 338A) has 
recommended Union Territory of Ladakh to be declared as a ‘tribal 

area’ under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution.

Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) exempts the sixth schedule areas 
and Inner Line permit areas.



With reference to Right to recall , consider the following statements:

1) Haryana Assembly passed a bill which provides right to recall 
members of PRI.

2) To recall, 20% members of a ward or gram sabha have to give in 
writing that they want to initiate proceedings.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A) 1 only B) 2 only
C) Both 1 and 2. D) Neither 1 nor 2



RIGHT TO RECALL

Right to Recall is a process whereby the electorate has the power to 
remove the elected officials before the expiry of their term. 

It is an example of instrument of direct democracy.
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DIRECT DEMOCRACY

Direct democracy describes those rules, institutions and processes 
that enable the public to vote directly on a proposed constitutional 

amendment, law, treaty or policy decision.

Various instruments of direct democracy include:

• Referendums 

• Recall

• Plebiscite 

• Agenda initiatives



PROCEDURE TO RECALL

Bill allows the recall of village sarpanches and members of the block-
level and district-level panchayats if they fail to perform

To recall, 50% members of a ward or gram sabha have to give in 
writing that they want to initiate proceedings. 

This will be followed by a secret ballot, in which their recall will 
require two-third members voting against them.



BENEFITS OF RECALL

Ensure greater accountability in the political system as the electorate 
retains control over those legislators who are misusing their office 

Check corruption as well as the criminalization of politics by 
deterring candidates from spending crores of money in campaigning 

for the elections because they will always have a fear of being 
recalled.

Logic and justice as it will provide an option to correct wrong 
decisions without having to wait for the next five years.



ISSUES WITH RECALL

It might lead to destabilization of government as wherever there is 
discontent, people will start recalling. 

Recalling/rejecting the candidates and having another election may 
cause election fatigue & lower voter turnout.

It could be misused by special interest groups with money power 
and genuine politicians may become victims of this power. 



TIT BITS IN NEWS

Things in news WHY IN NEWS Points to remember

UPSC Educationist Professor Pradeep 
Kumar Joshi was appointed as the 
chairman of the Union Public 
Service Commission (UPSC). 

His tenure as the chairman of the 
UPSC will be till May 12, 2021.

• UPSC is an independent constitutional body 
created directly by the Constitution under 
Articles 315 to 323. The UPSC consists of a 
chairman and other members appointed by the 
President of India. The Constitution, without 
specifying the strength of the Commission has 
left the matter to the discretion of the President, 
who determines its composition.

• The chairman and members of the Commission 
hold office for a term of six years or until they 
attain the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. 



STAY TUNED…

SUBSCRIBE TO STUDY IQ


