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In late 2003, as this report was being
drafted, I prepared my “Message from
the Executive Director.” Like most 
letters that appear at the beginning of
annual reports, it recounted our recent
successes and established the
foundation for our work ahead. 
In it I cited these significant
accomplishments generated in
collaboration with our partners around
the world:
The President of Paraguay formed a
committee to recommend reforms of 
the country’s mental health system in 
the wake of a successful video petition 
by partner Mental Disability Rights
International to the InterAmerican
Commission on Human Rights and 
a regional broadcast of the egregious
conditions on CNN.
The Export-Import Bank of the United
States declined a $214 million loan for
the controversial Camisea Natural Gas
Project following review of a video petition
by partner Amazon Watch highlighting the
project’s negative environmental and
human impacts.
A reluctant Philippine government is
prosecuting the murderers of indigenous
activists who were killed while legally
pursuing ancestral land claims after
footage of the attacks was broadcast 
and delivered to the Philippine president
at the World Economic Forum.

Overall, I felt satisfied that the letter fully
conveyed the importance of the work, 
the tenacity of our partners, and the
enormous part that our supporters play
in every victory.

Then, in November, I went for a month 
to Freetown, Sierra Leone, at the request
of that nation’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) to create a video
about the experiences of people who
lived through the horrific violence that
overwhelmed Sierra Leone during the
1990s. WITNESS was selected for the
project because the Commission had
been impressed by the video Operation
Fine Girl: Rape Used as a Weapon of War
in Sierra Leone, which documented what
some abductees had suffered at the
hands of rebel forces during the decade-
long conflict. Our job this time was to
review a few thousand hours of taped
testimony and interviews filmed by the
Commission describing the transgressions
of the armed groups and to shape it into
a video that will complement the TRC’s
written report about the war, due for
release in September 2004.

MESSAGE FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I left New York on November 17th with my
partner, Louis, and our seventeen-month
old daughter, Tess, for a place more
distant than just miles would suggest.
While I was there I kept a journal.
Although sparse, the entries – some 
of which are included in this report’s
section about Sierra Leone on page 23 –
offer a glimpse of the deep wounds that
scar the nation as well as the fragile
hopes of people who want what I think
everyone wants: the chance to be
themselves, to live with dignity, and to
matter more than the powerful forces
that stand between them and a life free
of fear. 

As I spent time in Freetown and heard the
stories of war victims, it was evident that
doubts lingered about whether lasting
peace was possible. At the same time, 
I sensed a determination to trust that 
the nation could have a new beginning – 
if truth were told. Hearing firsthand about
terrible events, spoken matter-of-factly 
by people who want no more than the
human rights to which we are all entitled,
was deeply moving. By reviewing and
editing those many hours of videotape, 
I rediscovered what had drawn me to
WITNESS in the first place - the human
beings – the ones we fight for whenever
we champion human rights causes. 

Video allows viewers to see real people 
in peril. It generates a visceral connection
and response, prompting governments,
courts and political institutions to act.
WITNESS’ successes in 2003, as in
every other year, happened by giving
people a way to channel their feelings of
outrage into constructive, tangible change.

We have every reason to be proud of
WITNESS’ achievements this year
because at the heart of every success
are people – those in danger and those
who respond to the threat – working
together as catalysts for lasting change.
It all comes down to WITNESS’ founding
concept: when others can see and hear
what the victims of human rights abuses
have experienced, justice has the chance
to win out. 

I am thankful that people the world over,
even in the ruins of Sierra Leone, find the
fortitude to repair war-torn communities.
And I am grateful to WITNESS’ many
generous supporters who work with us to
advance our vision for a safer and more
peaceful world.

Gillian Caldwell
Executive Director
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For most of history, invasions, atrocities,
exploitation and human rights abuses
happened in silent isolation from the rest
of the world. Distance, ignorance and
indifference conspired with human rights
violators, encouraging them to act cruelly
– out of sight from a world that could
confront them and end impunity. In the
last century, news, films and television
made it easier to learn about places far
away, but seldom gave voice to the
people who struggle every day against
oppression. So although technology held
great promise for generating human
rights change, its true power could not be
felt until the people who had the most to
gain – those under the thumb of
repressive powers – could control it.

WITNESS, rooted in the principle that 
“a picture is worth a thousand words,”
gives frontline human rights defenders
video cameras and other technology,
along with training in its effective uses,
so that personal stories of abuse can 
be transformed into powerful tools for
justice. Over the past 12 years, in
partnership with 200 non-governmental
organizations from 50 countries,
WITNESS has tackled issues ranging
from sex trafficking and abusive labor
practices to prison reform and the 
human toll of environmental degradation.
WITNESS partners have exposed
atrocities committed in the former
Yugoslavia and El Salvador, forced labor
in Burma, and sweatshops on U.S. soil.

RAISING HUMAN 
RIGHTS VISIBILITY

WITNESS video projects are not just
intended for viewing. They are meant to
provoke action. Since 1992, WITNESS’
partner productions have been a 
valuable human rights tool, providing a
much needed perspective in the ongoing 
quest for justice. They have been used:
as evidence in legal proceedings; 
to complement official written reports 
of human rights abuses;
to assist international and regional
human rights bodies by contradicting
versions of human rights performance
reported by offending governments and
their allies; 
to stimulate grassroots education and
mobilization; 
to corroborate allegations of human
rights violations leveled by human rights
defenders and NGOs; 
as a resource for news broadcasts; 
to promote human rights advocacy via 
the worldwide web; 
to produce documentaries for broadcast
on television; and,
as a deterrent to further abuse.

“LET THE VOICE OF THE
PEOPLE BE HEARD... 
VIDEO HELPS US EMPOWER
GRASSROOTS COMMUNITIES
IN BURMA AND LETS THEM
TELL THEIR STORIES TO 
THE WORLD.”

WITNESS PARTNER, THAILAND

3333_Witness_2003_AR_stepped_in  7/27/04  4:46 PM  Page 04



0706

WITNESS receives the prestigious Knight Ridder Equality
Award at the Global 2003 Tech Museum Awards

WITNESS honored by Fast Company Magazine as one of
the top 20 groups working for social change worldwide

Seeing Is Believing nominated for a Canadian Gemini
Award for Best Social and Political Documentary Program

Peter Gabriel honored by MTV
,
s Rock the Vote for his vision

in founding WITNESS at a pre-Grammy event in New York
with the award presented by musician Lou Reed

WITNESS selected as a nonprofit award recipient at the
first annual Artivist Film Festival merging art and activism
to be held in Hollywood, California, in April 2004

WITNESS selected by Working Assets Long Distance as one
of 50 nonprofit recipients for financial support in 2004

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
are increasingly interested in employing
technology to advance and strengthen
their causes. But most groups are not
equipped to make the most of technology
– especially video. WITNESS collaborates
with NGOs worldwide – our “partners” –
to bridge the gap between conventional
campaigns and technology-driven
campaigns and accelerate the process of
human rights reform. With the right tools
– video technology and proper training 
in video advocacy – the game plan for
securing human rights is being rewritten. 

WITNESS is the global pioneer in the 
use of video for advocacy. But we have
always stressed that video alone cannot
fuel human rights progress. Human
rights defenders who are properly trained
to make video part of an integrated
action plan play a critical role in helping
to ensure that rights are respected. 

Since there are many more innovative
human rights groups that seek WITNESS’
support each year than we can serve
directly, WITNESS chooses each partner
carefully based on the strength of its
human rights work, the clarity of its
mission, and the ability of video to
enhance its human rights campaigns.
More and more we are also considering
each prospective partner’s capacity to
serve as a regional resource to other
groups that want to include video among
their advocacy tools. Once a partnership
is formed, WITNESS’ primary role is one
of facilitator and intermediary, providing
the equipment and training and brokering
the necessary relationships to enable
our partners to become more effective
advocates for their own causes.

SELECTING PARTNERS

To achieve the greatest impact, WITNESS
has begun to focus on providing intensive
support for human rights campaigns
conducted by a maximum of 12 core
human rights partners in a given year. 
At the same time, we have begun to
employ a strategy of “seeding video
advocacy” worldwide by offering a broad
number of short-term trainings to groups
and individuals that are not formally part
of the WITNESS partner network. 
In this way, WITNESS aims to expand the
number of groups that learn to integrate
video in their work and to strengthen the
relationships between WITNESS partners
and non-partner human rights NGOs
across countries and regions. 

AWARDS AND 
HONORS 2003

HUMAN RIGHTS 
PARTNERSHIPS
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Once WITNESS has chosen its partners
from among the strongest applicants, 
it provides video equipment, technical
training and strategic know-how.
WITNESS conducts intensive hands-on
trainings to teach its partners how to
document human rights abuses safely
and effectively and then to use the
footage to generate impressive results.
With guidance from WITNESS, partners
don’t just identify problems. They record
videos that complement and strengthen
traditional written appeals for changes in
human rights policies, practices and laws.
WITNESS partners develop strategic
plans and prepare to shoot footage that
will persuade their intended audiences –
government leaders, local judges,
regional courts, foreign officials, the
public – to act. 

In 2003, WITNESS provided formal
training to partner groups in Thailand, 
the Philippines, India, Senegal, Nigeria,
the Gambia, Burkina Faso, Brazil, and 
the United States. Through the new
“seeding video advocacy” initiative,
WITNESS also expanded video training 
to non-partners that aim to make
effective use of videos in their advocacy.
For instance, WITNESS participated in
the first conference held by the
International Network on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR-Net) 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand. WITNESS and 
a Philippine-based partner presented 
an interactive workshop about video
advocacy to the 40 groups present,
including other WITNESS partners, non-
partner NGOs, members of the human
rights philanthropic community, and
representatives of various social
movements. This forum offered an
excellent opportunity for WITNESS 
and its partners to communicate the
fundamentals of video advocacy to
groups outside our formal network.

NEW HUMAN 
RIGHTS TOOLS
TRAINING

“LOTS OF CREDIT IS DUE TO
THE WITNESS INSTRUCTOR
FOR HER SENSITIVITY TO 
THE DIVERSE CULTURAL
BACKGROUNDS OF
PARTICIPANTS IN ADDITION TO
HER TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE.”

WITNESS PARTNER, WEST AFRICA
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In Thailand – In collaboration with locally-
based trainers, WITNESS has supported
a series of intensive trainings for the
staff of Burma Issues, a Thailand-based
partner that works to bring international
attention to the plight of Burma’s
estimated 600,000 internally displaced
persons (IDPs) by producing videos and
disseminating them to the public and 
key decision-makers. These trainings
included two-week workshops in each 
of Burma Issues’ regional offices.

In the Philippines – WITNESS partner
Joey Lozano of INSIGHTS has trained
numerous local groups to use video to
generate important results on issues
ranging from indigenous land rights and
the plight of internally displaced persons
(IDPs) affected by the “war on terror” 
to the destructive presence of mining
operations on indigenous communities.

In West Africa – WITNESS held on-site
trainings for several partners in West
Africa: The Institute for Human Rights
and Development in the Gambia;
Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni
People (MOSOP) in Nigeria; Mouvement
Burkinabé des Droits de l’Homme et 
des Peuples in Burkina Faso; and
Rencontre Africaine Pour La Défense 
des Droites de L’Homme (RADDHO) 
in Senegal. The groups are working on
various issues in the region, including
the eradication of landmines and the
effective implementation of the newly
ratified African Court.

In Brazil – During a two week stint,
WITNESS trained Movimento dos 
Sem Terra (MST), a partner working on
behalf of the landless workers movement
in Brazil, one of the largest and most
successful social movements in Latin
America. The training reviewed basic
camera operation as well as the strategic
use of video in outreach and advocacy.

In India – A WITNESS volunteer trainer
held a five-day intermediate level
workshop for partner People’s Watch–
Tamil Nadu and helped them edit two
short films: a documentary of police
brutality against a Dalit (or so-called
“untouchable”) man and a study about
the impact of human rights education 
in Dalit schools.

TRAINING HIGHLIGHTS

In 2003, WITNESS provided new 
digital video cameras, portable editing
equipment and other technology
upgrades to partners in Honduras,
Mexico, Brazil, the Philippines, Thailand,
Nigeria, Senegal, the Gambia and the
United States. The dissemination of 
this technology, especially editing
capability, strengthens local capacity 
and self-sufficiency. The ability to edit
footage in the field, rather than rely on
production facilities far away, produces
timely videos and reduces the danger 
of having to transport or transmit
sensitive images. 

To supplement WITNESS’ existing core
training manuals and corresponding
videos, Video for Change and Tips and
Techniques, we drafted 6 new training
modules addressing critical aspects 
of video advocacy: Safety and Security 
in the Field; Editing and Broadcasting
Videos for Advocacy; Distribution and
Grassroots Organizing; Video as Evidence;
Overview of Video Advocacy; and Video
Production. Once they are completed in
Summer 2004, these new modules will
be tested in several trainings, distributed
to our partner network, made available
on our website (www.witness.org), and
incorporated into a new book, Video for
Change to be published in 2005. Like
our other training materials, the new
modules will be translated into French,
Spanish and other language editions.

PROVIDING TECHNOLOGY TRAINING MATERIALS

“WE FEEL STRENGTHENED AND
EMPOWERED... IN OUR PURSUIT
OF OUR ASPIRATIONS FOR A
BETTER LIFE. THE CAMERA...
RAISED OUR DIGNITY AS AN
ORGANIZATION... AND WE TAKE
PRIDE IN PRONOUNCING, ‘WE
ARE A WITNESS PARTNER.’”

WITNESS PARTNER, THE PHILIPPINES
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WITNESS IMPACT AND
SUCCESSES 2003

The ongoing work of WITNESS’ partners
produced notable victories this year.
These achievements, often the end 
result of years of unrelenting advocacy,
demonstrate the ways in which significant
progress can be made by exposing
injustices to the right audiences.

WITNESS partner videos are often the
convincing factor in tipping the balance 
in favor of human rights defenders.

EQUIPMENT IMPACT NEW PRODUCTIONS TRAININGS
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EQUIPMENT

1 United States (California)

2 Mexico

3 Honduras

4 Colombia

5 The Gambia

6 Burma/Thailand

7 Philippines

1 Honduras
Indigenous group protesting illegal highway across ancestral
lands granted meeting with Honduran Presidential advisors to
discuss their grievances.

2 India
A case involving India

,
s military in the abduction and

disappearance of a young boy is resubmitted to the Manipur
State Human Rights commission.

3 International
WITNESS, Asian NGO

,
s and US State Department officials

discuss ways to stop international trafficking of women.

4 International
WITNESS collaborates with senior staff of the International
Criminal Court to discuss using WITNESS footage for evidence,
training and public education.

5 Paraguay
Dehumanizing conditions exposed. The IACHR approves
urgent measures to protect the lives of 460 people detained 
at a psychiatric institution. Paraguay

,
s President inspects

hospital, fires hospital director, criticizes Health Minister and
creates a committee to investigate abuses.

6 Peru
Under pressure from human rights and environmental
activists, $214 million in funding pulled from Camisea Natural
Gas project. Plans for the environmentally destructive gas
pipeline are derailed.

7 United States
Books Not Bars campaign inspires a youth-led movement 
to prevent a “super-jail for kids” from being built.

8 United States – Saipan
Rights Campaign succeeds. 30, 000 exploited workers
awarded back pay, damages and compensation in a $20
million settlement. Independent factory monitoring begins.

IMPACT NEW PRODUCTIONS TRAININGS

1 Ecuador
,
s Black Plague

Partner: Amazon Watch
Country: Ecuador

2 Now is the Hardest Time
Partner: The Women

,
s Commission of UCIZONI

Country: Mexico

3 Garífunas Holding Ground
Partner: Comité de Emergencia Garífuna de Honduras
Country: Honduras

4 Entrenched Abuse: Forced Labor in Burma
Partner: Burma Issues
Country: Burma

5 Witness to Truth
Partner: Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
of Sierra Leone
Country: Sierra Leone

6 Against the Tide of History: 
Landmines in the Casamance
Partner: La Rencontre pour la Défense des Droits 
de l

,
Homme (RADDHO)

Country: Senegal

1 United States (New York)

2 Brazil

3 Senegal

4 The Gambia

5 Burkina Faso

6 Burma/Thailand

7 India

1514
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In Paraguay: Mental Disability Rights
International (MDRI) collaborated with
WITNESS to prepare a video submission
to the InterAmerican Commission on
Human Rights (IACHR) exposing the
dehumanizing conditions at the Neuro-
Psychiatric Hospital in Paraguay. 
The video focuses on two teenage boys –
Jorge and Julio – who were locked in
isolation cells for over four years, 
naked and without access to bathrooms.
As a result of the campaign, for the first
time in its history the IACHR approved
urgent measures to protect the lives 
and physical integrity of 460 people
detained in a psychiatric institution. 
In late December, after a local CNN
broadcast of the egregious conditions,
the President of Paraguay also visited 
the institution and created a committee
to further investigate medical and
administrative aspects of the hospital.

In Peru: WITNESS partner Amazon Watch
used video cameras in its successful
campaign to block $214 million in
funding for the Camisea Natural Gas
Project. Backed by Hunt Oil and Plus
Petrol, the Camisea Project threatens 
to destroy rainforests and critical natural
habitats, causing landslides and bringing
disease to indigenous peoples. In August
2003, under mounting pressure from
environmental and human rights groups
and members of Congress, the board of
the taxpayer-supported Export-Import
Bank of the United States rejected
financing for the project after viewing
footage of land already devastated by 
the pipeline. Although the Export-Import
Bank's loan block was a significant
success, the InterAmerican Development
Bank (IDB) did vote to provide $75 million
loan to the project providing a set of strict
conditions are met. Amazon Watch will
now step up its international campaign 
to monitor the IDB conditions and use
evidence of noncompliance to block or
delay loan disbursement.

SUCCESSES

1716
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In U.S. Saipan: This year, WITNESS gave
copies of Behind the Labels: Garment
Workers on U.S. Saipan to leading anti-
sweatshops advocates working in East
and Southeast Asia – our latest effort 
in a major international campaign to
pressure U.S. clothing companies to
reform labor practices on Saipan, the
only U.S. territory exempt from federal
minimum wage and immigration laws. 
As a result of the campaign – a
collaborative effort with the AFL-CIO,
UNITE!, United Students Against
Sweatshops, WITNESS and other groups
– the GAP and other manufacturers settled
workers rights claims in a landmark
federal class-action lawsuit. Now, in follow
up to a settlement reached in 2002,
30,000 Saipan workers will receive back
pay and damages from a $20 million
Settlement Fund and an independent
factory monitoring program will soon get
underway. Behind the Labels has been
updated to reflect the campaign’s
successes, with a Korean version of 
the film newly available and a Chinese
version in the works.

In the United States: Using the WITNESS
video Books Not Bars as the centerpiece
of a two-year collaborative campaign 
with the Ella Baker Center for Human
Rights, the plan to build a “super-jail for
kids” in Alameda County, California, was
halted. Books Not Bars documents the
inspiring youth led movement against the
growing U.S. prison industry, particularly
in California – a state that last year spent
seven times more on each incarcerated
youth than on each child in the public
education system.

1918
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Until WITNESS’ involvement, the
deliberate and widespread targeting 
of women for abduction and rape during
the war remained a largely untold story. 
In the aftermath of the fierce conflict
there was silence concerning the violent
attacks against women of all ages. 
The survivors lived in fear and isolation
without hope of healing or recovery.

In response to this crisis, WITNESS
joined forces with local organizations
and with Oxygen Television to produce
Operation Fine Girl: Rape Used as 
a Weapon of War in Sierra Leone. 
The video recounts the ordeals of four
young girls and a boy soldier in their own
words. This firsthand account of war
atrocities has opened eyes, changed
minds, and provoked dialogue among 
all sectors of society – from communities
of elders to youth in refugee camps, 
top governmental officials to the
humanitarian aid community. 

As a result of Operation Fine Girl,
WITNESS was asked by Sierra Leone’s
Truth and Reconciliation Commission
(TRC) to create a video, in English and in
the local language Krio, to complement
its written report of the war. The video,
Witness to Truth, is expected to have 
a major influence since many citizens 
will rely on it, rather than on the written
report, to become engaged in the
country’s reconciliation process intended
to promote dialogue and healing. There
will also be a large international audience
for the video, particularly within the
international justice community which
hopes the Truth and Reconciliation process
will advance the quest for justice in the
region and serve as an outreach model
for other regions recovering from conflict.

Countless atrocities were committed
during Sierra Leone’s decade-long civil
war, with women the most frequent 
target for violence. Rebel forces regularly
kidnapped women and girls, forcing 
them into sexual servitude or marriage.
Women – young and old – were beaten,
mutilated, raped, and killed by child
soldiers and their adult commanders. 
For the rebels, sexual violence became 
a weapon against the civilian population
as a demonstration of its power and
impunity. According to the Physicians for
Human Rights, one in eight households
in Sierra Leone reported at least one
incident of war-related sexual violence. 
Of those who were sexually attacked,
one-third were gang raped.

CAMPAIGNS IN PROGRESS

FOCUS ON 
SIERRA LEONE

2120
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If you acted like you were happy to be with them, they would
let you move freely and that is how I gained their confidence.
Whenever I went to collect firewood, I would go farther than  
I did the previous day, until I was really sure that they were not
following me. The day I decided to escape, I put my child on
my back and just kept going to the next town. Some people
think that you stayed with the rebels out of your own free will.
Some people understand that it wasn

,
t your fault, others think

that you just didn
,
t try to escape. So when someone says

something to you, you feel ashamed and very hurt.

I was able to muster courage and do skills training and now 
I am teaching. Women have suffered greatly. They have
suffered physically, they have had to protect their children,
they suffered from violence, and sexually they have suffered.
When it comes to the perpetrators who have put us through 
all of this, what hurts the most is the fact that they don

,
t show

any remorse for what they have done. They want to be told
they have the right to do what they did. And they have been
given a lot of opportunities. 

They were given pigs to rear and some of them have been sent
for training – even though they are the perpetrators. Only a few
of the victims have been given assistance. With all that I

,
ve

gone through in the war, I want to achieve more than I have
already because we cannot change what has happened. 
If we let the war keep us from moving on with our lives, 
we will do even more harm to ourselves than the war has
already done.

“Hawa”, Sierra Leone

“HAWA’S” STORY

“LET ME TAKE THIS
OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS
MY VERY PROFOUND THANKS
AND APPRECIATION TO
[WITNESS] FOR DOING SO
MARVELOUS A JOB WITHIN A
VERY SHORT PERIOD OF TIME.
YOU HAVE MADE A GREAT
CONTRIBUTION TO OUR
QUEST FOR JUSTICE, PEACE
AND RECONCILIATION.”

CHAIRMAN, SIERRA LEONE’S TRUTH 
AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION

I need to get to the bank. On the way there, we wind up in
traffic as usual. We are behind a white vehicle and I notice
that periodically a hand shoots out of the front window with 
a bag of rice, grabbed hungrily by someone on the street. 
They tell me it

,
s a government vehicle. I ask if that is their 

food distribution scheme and Ibrahim says it
,
s only an

occasional offering, on Fridays. At one intersection, several
bags are offered but the young boys (pikin dem, in Krio) grab
them before the elderly man reaching desperately can get
ahold of one. He staggers with his cane after the van in the 
hot summer sun. My heart is thumping and I consider
jumping out to help him. But then he gets a bag.

I can
,
t forget Cecilia. She was forced to watch while her son

was killed. They ordered her not to cry. They forced her to eat 
a piece of his heart. And after his breath left him, they forced
her to take out her breast and suckle him. He was a secretary
general of the district. He was targeted for his perceived
wealth, and power. Then they demanded to know where the
diamonds and money was. Cecilia said there were none. 
They tore the place apart, uprooting banana trees and bushes.
When they found nothing, they threw her in a grave they had
dug for her. And they began filling it with dirt. And they told her
that they would cut her head off with a shovel if she didn

,
t tell

them where the diamonds were. She invoked the name of God.
And as she did, the water tank hissed. They went to investigate,
and when they returned they said they would spare her.

-excerpt, Executive Director 
Gillian Caldwell

,
s journal, Sierra Leone

A JOURNAL FROM 
SIERRA LEONE

I first heard about this war in 1991 when we saw people
coming with their belongings to my small town. They said 
they were fleeing the war, that people were attacking with
guns, and then setting fire to the whole village and they 
were stripping the women naked.

I never imagined that the war would come to my town. 
We went about our daily lives. One month after the people 
had fled to my town, we had completely forgotten about the
war; then, one night, we heard a lot of screaming, people 
were screaming and asking for help. Then we heard gunshots.
There was total chaos in town. I got out of bed and I took my
child on my back and I left everything. I said to myself, 
“God help me. God help me.” 

The combatants raped women violently. I don
,
t know if the

drugs they were taking gave them the energy. But they would
rape women all night – non-stop. This was the worst
experience I have ever had in my life. 
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The Philippines has seen a spike in
violence since it became one of the hot
spots in the U.S.-led “war on terror.” 
As government and military forces work
to identify suspected operatives, entire
communities of people are being
endangered and displaced.

INSIGHTS, based in the Philippines, 
is using its expertise as a long-time
WITNESS partner to collaborate with
other local human rights groups to bring
these new issues to light. One such
group, Balay, produced a film, Healing 
the Wounds of War, to advocate for
internally displaced persons (IDPs)
affected by the “war on terror” on
Mindanao, the southern-most island in
the Philippines with a large Muslim and
indigenous population. Screened at a
press conference in Manila and delivered
to Vice President Teofisto Guingona,
Healing the Wounds of War is being 
used to galvanize international support
for the displaced population.

FOCUS ON THE PHILIPPINES

INSIGHTS has additionally been working
with Interfaith Movement for Peace,
Empowerment and Development
(IMPEDE), another indigenous rights
group, to produce short videos and 
public service announcements for cable
television outlets. INSIGHTS has also
distributed 200 petition letters on behalf
of NAKAMATA, a consortium of landless
peasants that seeks legal claims to
ancestral lands. INSIGHTS and
NAKAMATA are now working on the
scripting and filming of a new video that
presses for action on the land claims 
and explores the underlying causes 
of violence against the community.

INSIGHTS has also shot its own footage
of communities affected by the military
campaign in Mindanao. The project 
aims to document violence, suspected
extrajudicial killings and the displacement
of more than 90,000 people from this
region. On another front, INSIGHTS was
commissioned by World Vision and a
Palawan NGO Network to document the
destruction caused by a nickel-mining
company on Palawan. The film, screened
at a Greenpeace-sponsored gathering 
in Manila, has been distributed for
community screenings throughout the
Philippines to unite anti-mining parties.
The video was also sent to the
Environment Committee of the Philippine
Senate, which has recommended the
suspension of mining activities and 
plant construction. 
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In April 2003 at the Foreign
Correspondents Club, the leading venue
for political and news-oriented discussion
in Bangkok, No Place to Go was screened
and followed by a panel discussion. 
The presentation was attended by an
audience of 200, including NGOs and the
media. Since then, over 200 copies of
the video in English and Thai have been
distributed by BI to organizations and
individuals that want to learn more 
about how the situation of IDPs relates 
to other issues of sustainable peace 
and justice in Burma. In the fall, the video
was shown in plenary session at two key
meetings: the international donor meeting
on humanitarian assistance to Burma,
and the Chiang Mai conference about the
current refugee situation from Burma.

Widely considered one of the world’s
most oppressive regimes, the illegal
military dictatorship that controls Burma
is responsible for horrendous human
rights violations perpetrated against its
citizens. In recent years, the government
has stepped up efforts to control ethnic
minority areas resulting in migrations of
internally displaced persons (IDPs) within
Burma and refugees to neighboring
countries. Although there are currently
estimated to be more than 600,000 
IDPs from Burma in relocation camps 
or hiding out in the jungles, this issue 
has only recently begun to garner
attention within the international campaign
to free Burma from the illegal military
dictatorship that controls the country. 

Last summer, the U.S. Congress passed
the Burmese Freedom and Democracy
Act, which for the first time bans all
imports from Burma, freezes the regime’s
assets, and ensures that Burma’s
dictatorship cannot receive International
Monetary Fund or World Bank loans. 
This represents the strongest
international response yet to the ongoing
crisis in Burma and offers advocates an
unprecedented opportunity to advance
human rights if the international solidarity
movement can seize the moment. 

WITNESS partner Burma Issues (BI),
based in Thailand, is the leading
grassroots organization using the power
of visual images to document the issue
of IDPs inside Burma. WITNESS and 
BI have produced a series of videos,
including No Place to Go, which
illuminates the hardships facing IDPs 
in Burma. This video, the cornerstone 
of our ongoing campaign to ensure that
IDP needs are met, has been shown to
key policymakers, media, funders and
solidarity groups throughout Asia, the
U.S. and Europe.

FOCUS ON BURMA

“THEY CAME AND DESTROYED OUR RICE PADDIES AND
PROPERTIES, AND IN THE RAINY SEASON THEY KILLED ONE
OF MY NIECES ON THE HILL. THEY CAME TO ASK US TO BE
PORTERS, AND IF YOU DON’T WANT TO DO IT, YOU HAVE TO
RUN AWAY.” 

KAREN MAN, NO PLACE TO GO
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This year, WITNESS also presented No
Place to Go before an audience of 100 
at the 6th Annual Working Conference of
the Free Burma Coalition. One hundred
copies of the video were distributed to
attendees, including advocacy groups from
North America and Europe, Burmese exile
leadership and community members,
and U.S. advocacy organizations. Many
are now using the video to complement
their own work and to pressure officials
to advance human rights in Burma. 

In the weeks preceding President 
Bush’s visit to Bangkok for the APEC
conference in October 2003, WITNESS
and BI established relationships with
major media outlets in Bangkok. On the
domestic front, WITNESS has also been
in regular contact with members of the
U.S Congress – including Representative
Joseph Pitts (R-PA), the House’s leading
advocate on issues of IDPs in Burma.

WITNESS has entered an intensive 
period of trainings with BI to build the
organization’s capacity for video
advocacy. Undertaken in collaboration
with a full-time, locally-based trainer,
these trainings will culminate in Fall
2004 at a final workshop with other local
groups that want to incorporate video into
their work. The program is intended as a
pilot test for the “seeding video advocacy”
model we have adopted to extend video
training beyond our formal network of
partners. If this approach yields positive
results, we will replicate it in other
regions in the future.

“IF WE LOOK IN OUR AREA, 
A LOT OF VILLAGERS WERE
KILLED FOR NO REASON. THE
MILITARY DIVISION THAT
ENTERED OUR AREA SET UP
LANDMINES AND MANY OF
OUR VILLAGERS WERE
INJURED, AND MANY WERE
KILLED BY THE LANDMINES.”

KAREN MAN, NO PLACE TO GO

I was born in a small village called Tee Ler Baw Ta. My village
was divided into two parts – one for Karen people and the
other for Burman people. All villagers lived together peacefully
until the Burmese government began the “four cuts operation”
where they started to cleanse the Karen group. The government
forced the Karen to move. Some went to the lowland area and
some went to the border and took refuge in Thailand. My family
did not go to the lowland or take refuge in Thailand. My family
just moved to the jungle, a half day’s walk from the village. 
My father was killed by the government troops, so I lived with
my mom and my brother and sisters in the very deep forest. 
I never saw other people and never even thought there were
other people on this planet. We had no school and knew
nothing about education. One year we ran out of rice and had
no food. The government troops were patrolling the place so
you could not travel to the lowland to get food. For one month
we ate bamboo shoots and wild animals such as monkeys,
birds and bears. We lived in the jungle and were a part of
them, but we had to eat them for our survival. 

Eventually my uncle who lived at the Thai-Burmese border
found our family in the jungle. He took my brother and sister
back to the border where they started school. I lived with my
mother and other sister in a different area. But then my mother
became seriously ill. She knew if she died we could not live by
ourselves. So she told us to tie ourselves together and jump in
the river to die together. I refused to do that.

When the troops came to our place they tried to capture us
alive. They shot at us and we had to run among the bullets. 
I saw them burn down my village, and til now I can still smell
my house burning. I still hear them shouting. I can still see
them chasing us. 

Several years later, I returned to my village to investigate
whether the situation had changed. Many villagers spoke
about their problems but never addressed the root of their
cause. When people are struggling for their day-to-day
existence, they rarely find time to reflect.

In January 1994, I was selected by the Kaw Moo Ra Youth
Organization to attend a human rights training. The training
was organized by Burma Issues and Images Asia and included
basic video and photography. Building a grassroots movement
in a non-violent way through a bottom up approach, people
organizing… these were tactics that appealed to me. I started
building my own vision of working with the people in my home
village. I realized that we needed to do something more
important than just teach villagers about human rights. 
I came to understand that we needed to listen to them first, 
to let them share their stories. These testimonies are a
precious tool in our fight against government oppression 
and our efforts to build a just peace society. 

–Saw Kweh Say, Karen refugee and Video Coordinator 
for Burma Issues

DISPLACED IN BURMA:
SAW KWEH SAY’S STORY
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AUDIENCES REACHED

40

Over the last year, our video productions,
media and staff reached more than 85
million people worldwide. 

WITNESS places as much – if not 
greater – importance on the targeted
screening of videos before key decision-
makers and allies as on the breadth of
audiences reached through television,
print and online media. 

Representatives of intergove  rnmental bodies worldwide

50 Key government officials in    the U.S., Netherlands, Thailand, 
Philippines and Honduras via   WITNESSpresentationsandscreenings

500 Students at schools and universities via
special guest lectures and WITNESS
screenings in the U.S., U.K. and South Africa

Individuals at special conferences
and symposia, with participants
representing the U.S., Europe, Latin
America, Asia and Africa

1,500

1,000
Attendees of film festivals in the U.S.,
U.K., South Africa, Denmark, Germany,
Nepal, India and Italy

5,000
Individuals via targeted distribution
and community screenings in the U.S.,
South and Southeast Asia, Europe,
Australia and West Africa

200,000
Radio listeners in Australia
250,000

NGO representatives and advocates,
including both partners and other 
human rights groups from the U.S.,
Europe, Southeast Asia, West Africa 

and Latin America, as well as United Nations delegates

3 MILLION 11 MILLION 12 MILLION 59 MILLION
Internet users worldwide Readers of print media in the U.S., Canada,

France, India, Belgium, Nicaragua, Bangladesh,
Costa Rica, and elsewhere

Cable television viewers in the U.S. 
and Canada

Network television viewers in the U.S.,
Canada, U.K., Spain, France, Netherlands,
Denmark, India, Costa Rica, Nicaragua,
Bangladesh, and elsewhere

30 31
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WITNESS continually demonstrates the
power of its model for enhancing human
rights work around the world. Through
strategic collaborations we manage to
bridge the isolating divide between our
partners and a global audience by linking
them through new technologies.

WITNESS Rights Alerts are broadcast
every other month on our website
(www.witness.org). These webcasts
feature background information about a
pressing issue and offer visitors a way to
take action through petitions and letter-
writing to policymakers. The WITNESS
website attracts more than 40,000
visitors each month, with Rights Alerts
the most frequented destination. 
In 2003 WITNESS presented 6 Alerts.

Ecuador,s Black Plague was produced 
by partner Amazon Watch and called for
Chevron Texaco to take responsibility for
the clean up of massive oil contamination
including oil spills equivalent to two Exxon
Valdez disasters and the discharging of 
20 billion gallons of highly toxic
wastewater into streams and rivers.

REACHING NEW AUDIENCES

No Place to Go was devoted to the plight
of internally displaced people inside
Burma. Produced in collaboration with
Burma Issues, this broadcast was part 
of an intensive campaign to educate a
worldwide audience about the abuses
endured by large portions of Burma’s
population under its military dictatorship. 

Now Is the Hardest Time was produced
with the Women’s Commission of UCIZONI,
a non-governmental organization based in
Oaxaca, Mexico, that seeks to advance the
status and rights of indigenous women.
The video assesses the impact of poverty
alleviation programs on community and
family dynamics.

Operation Fine Girl and Children of War
were re-launched to coincide with the
Oprah Winfrey Show broadcast on 
March 12, 2003. The television program
devoted to African girls abducted and
victimized through sexual violence
featured excerpts from the two WITNESS
videos and directed approximately 30,000-
40,000 new viewers to our website.

RIGHTS ALERTS
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ARTISTS SUPPORT WITNESS

Garífunas Holding Ground, released
online in Spanish and English, was
produced by Comité de Emergencia
Garífuna de Honduras in their struggle to
end attacks against this Afro-indigenous
community and destruction of their
crops, water and way of life. 

The Alert coincided with a Europe-wide
broadcast of a documentary by Canal+
prominently featuring the group as well
as the Honduran release of Garífunas
Holding Ground. 

Photo: Rafael Fuchs

WITNESS has launched a poster and 
fine art project with internationally-known
visual artists and photographers to
promote awareness of the WITNESS
website as a global meeting place for
human rights. The first piece (shown here)
was created by Izhar Patkin and Shirin
Neshat. The second piece will be made by
William Wegman and Sebastião Salgado.
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WITNESS is the pioneer in bringing video and technology 
to the human rights field. The strategies sharpened over
twelve years of promoting video advocacy are now
employed by hundreds of groups worldwide. WITNESS
takes an active role in inspiring others, especially students,
to join the human rights movement. 

• WITNESS presented at four different video advocacy
classes/events at New York University

• WITNESS and StreetLaw introduced Books Not Bars and
accompanying lesson plans into schools across the U.S.

• WITNESS taught a Practitioners Workshop about video
advocacy at the New School for Social Research in 
New York

• Behind the Labels and Books Not Bars distributed to 
300 U.S. libraries

• Postcards from Peje became part of public high school
curricula nationwide through Human Rights Watch

,
s

International Film Festival Program

• Books Not Bars incorporated into the youth program of 
the Highlander Center in Tennessee

• Video about the “war on drugs” in Colombia shown at 
over 30 U.S. colleges and universities

NEXT GENERATION OF
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS

During 2003, WITNESS was recognized for its contribution
to the human rights field at film festivals around the world. 

• Copenhagen, Denmark: The cph:dox Documentary Film
Festival screens Seeing Is Believing

• Berlin, Germany: The Globe03, a festival that promotes
discussion of alternative models of globalization, screens
Behind the Labels

• New York, USA: The Columbia Human Rights Film Series
shows Following Antigone

• California, USA: The United Nations Association Film
Festival screens Behind the Labels at Stanford University

• Durban, South Africa: The Human Rights Film Festival
screens Following Antigone and Operation Fine Girl

• Amsterdam, Netherlands: “Next 5 Minutes”, a festival 
of art, politics and technology, screens a selection of
WITNESS videos

• New York, USA: The Sprout Film Festival shows Forgotten
People at the Metropolitan Museum of Art

• San Francisco, USA: Books Not Bars shows at the Silicon
Valley Salon, where Bay Area entrepreneurs meet
innovators for social change

• New York, USA: Sundance at MOMA screens Behind the
Labels and Seeing is Believing

• New York, USA: Eso Viene Sucediendo screens at the
National Museum of the American Indian as part of its
Video Mexico Indigena series

• London, England: A sold-out WITNESS showcase
premieres at the Human Rights Watch International 
Film Festival

• Rhinebeck, New York, USA: Rise shows at the Social
Venture Network Film Festival

2003 FILM FESTIVALS

WITNESS videos have found a place 
in large and small gathering of groups
working for social justice. Local advocacy
groups in countries around the world
regularly screen videos to inform and
inspire others to make changes in their
own communities. WITNESS has also
taken the stage in the larger human
rights arena, making presentations about
the role of video in human rights work to
prominent organizations and think tanks.
WITNESS backs up its claims of human
rights progress by showing the videos
that influenced officials to change
harmful policies, laws, and practices 
and to serve justice.

VIDEO ADVOCACY 
GAINS PROMINENCE

In 2003, WITNESS was represented 
at the United Nations World Summit for
the Information Society’s Civil Society
Human Rights Caucus at a presentation
entitled “Communication and Human
Rights.” WITNESS was featured at an
ACLU training conference in Atlanta and
made a presentation about the growing
importance of video to 75 of the world’s
leading human rights advocates called
“Human Rights Defenders on the
Frontlines of Freedom,” sponsored by
The Carter Center and the United Nations
Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights.

WITNESS also participated in the
International Center for Transitional
Justice Workshop on NGOs and Truth
Commissions in Bellagio, Italy, and 
made a presentation about its work 
at the World Association of Christian
Communicators in London.
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In the year ahead we plan to continue 
our intensive campaigns in Burma and
Sierra Leone and to play a central role 
in key human rights and social justice
campaigns around the world, with much
of the groundwork already laid in over 
a dozen countries and communities.
Completed works and “works in progress”
that will form the basis of outreach and
advocacy in 2004 include:

La Rencontre pour la Défense des 
Droits de l’Homme (RADDHO) is 
working on Against the Tide of History:
Landmines in the Casamance, a film
about the devastating effect of landmines
in the Casamance region of Senegal, an
area marked by over 20 years of internal
conflict. The film will focus on the national
and international obligation to provide
victim assistance as iterated in the
International Mine Ban Treaty which
Senegal signed and ratified.

WITNESS is completing Witness to Truth,
a powerful video counterpart to the
Sierra Leone Truth and Reconciliation
Commission’s official report on the 
war and its recommendations to the
government on how to rebuild the
country. The video will be distributed
widely in Sierra Leone through a network
of local NGOs to promote engagement 
in the peace-building process, and used
as a model for other regions that want 
to incorporate video into Truth and
Reconciliation efforts. 

Burma Issues is working on a new video
documenting forced labor in the Karen
and Karenni states of Burma, as well 
as the construction of the Salween Dam,
a project that threatens displacement 
of villagers and destruction of their land.
They have also produced a new video on
trafficking in the Karen State and filmed
interviews with prisoners who fled the
country after the military forced them to
serve as human mine sweepers. Burma
Issues is providing the footage and a
report to the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) and intends to
launch a “video news” style release
around the story. They are also preparing
to shoot new footage relating to the IDP
situation in Burma.

NEW VIDEO PRODUCTIONS – 
A LOOK AHEAD 

Footage from Following Antigone:
Forensic Anthropology and Human Rights
Investigations was incorporated into The
Missing, a new film on disappearances
produced by the International Committee
of the Red Cross and distributed to 
ICRC delegations worldwide. Following
Antigone was developed with partner
Argentine Forensic Anthropology Team
(EAAF) as a tool to sensitize judiciaries,
decision-making bodies and local
communities about the use of forensic
science in human rights investigations.
The video is also intended to give families
of missing persons a better understanding
of the process by which remains of their
loved ones are recovered. WITNESS and
EAAF have hosted recent screenings with
the Indonesian National Commission on
Human Rights and Truth and Reconciliation
Commission representatives from around
the world and provided copies to, among
others, the Chief Prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court. In the coming
year, we will collaborate to distribute
Following Antigone in English, Arabic, 
and Spanish editions to over 250 NGOs
and human rights bodies worldwide.

Comité de Emergencia Garífuna de
Honduras is filming testimonies about
the impact of Hurricane Mitch on
vulnerable Garífuna communities on 
the north coast of Honduras. Their 
“video action plan” for the finished
project intends to expose the neglect 
and discrimination faced by indigenous
groups in the hurricane’s aftermath,
especially as it pertains to children 
in marginalized communities.

People’s Watch-Tamil Nadu in India
recorded new footage chronicling the 
day-to-day struggles of a Dalit (or so-called
“untouchable”) woman who is employed
to transport and bury unclaimed corpses.
Her work routinely exposes her AIDS and
other diseases but there is little choice
since she has no rights, is denied
protection, and is subject to police
brutality based on her social standing.

Moussa Boucome of RADDHO works with editor 
Sandrine Isambert.
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With an ever-growing network of friends
and collaborators, WITNESS has been
able to develop programs and practices
that are making a dramatic difference 
for millions of people around the world.
Through the disbursement of video
cameras and other technology, dozens 
of groups and many thousands of people
will continue to benefit. Our small staff 
is dedicated to training our partners,
developing new strategic alliances, 
and forging relationships with broadcast
venues that will air video footage on 
news programs worldwide. We remain
committed to helping human rights
defenders mobilize local opposition to
human rights abuses, provide evidence
of human rights violations, and engage
policymakers and the greater world
community in their struggles so that
significant human rights gains are made.

OUR CONTINUED
COMMITMENT

In 2003, WITNESS reached an ever greater public audience
through electronic and print media.

• Fast Company Magazine names WITNESS on its list of the 
top 20 groups working for social change worldwide

• CNN Headline News features WITNESS in a 2-minute segment
that airs dozens of times around the country

• The Oprah Winfrey Show highlights WITNESS and its partners
in a special program about sexual violence in Africa

• CBS News Sunday Morning presents WITNESS footage from
Liberia partner Samuel Kofi

• The 2003 Global Tech Museum Award for WITNESS 
announced in The San Jose Mercury News, San Francisco
Chronicle, and The Chronicle of Philanthropy

• Spanish National TV, Telecinco, features WITNESS in 
a 10-minute segment

• Canal+ and its syndicates broadcast a documentary on
WITNESS, Witness: Cámaras Contra la Violencia, dozens 
of times in Spain, Ireland and Mexico

• Wired.com features WITNESS in an article about technology
and activism

CREATING HUMAN RIGHTS ALLIES –
MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS 2003

• Amsterdam
,
s premier public access TV network and Italy

,
s 

Il Manifesto each report on WITNESS
,
participation in

Amsterdam
,
s Next Five Minutes festival

• The Chronicle of Philanthropy
,
s article “Nonprofit Groups

Seek to Connect with Hollywood to Promote Causes”
prominently features WITNESS

• The Ford Foundation Report profiles WITNESS and its
partners in the Winter 2003 issue

• Radio National Australia interviews WITNESS 
Executive Director

• Seeing is Believing, a production prominently featuring
WITNESS and its partners, shown on CBC-Newsworld in
Canada and on Danish Television

• The Times of India reports about WITNESS training for
People

,
s Watch-Tamil Nadu

November 11, 2003: WITNESS co-founder and Chair Peter
Gabriel hosts a benefit concert for WITNESS with performances
by musicians Rufus Wainwright and Suzanne Vega.
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Category Amount Percentage
Foundations $692,834 45%
In-Kind Goods & Services $381,322 25%
Individuals $226,622 15%
Corporations $120,237 7%
Earned Income $75,070 5%
Board of Directors $39,2322 3%

Total $1,535,317 100%

WITNESS FINANCIALS 20031

EXPENSES

Category Amount Percentage
Education & Outreach $459,701 41%
Training: Camera Use
& Advocacy Strategy $245,816 22%
Video Production $193,189 17%
Fundraising $124,355 11%
Management & General $48,523 5%
Special Projects3 $46,575 4%

Total $1,118,159 100%

INCOME

1Unaudited figures; includes In-Kind Goods & Services.
2Excludes $169,080 in emergency reserve funding from Board Chair Peter Gabriel.
3WITNESS Video Archive; Artists Support WITNESS; Just Vision.
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$50,000-$99,999
$25,000-$49,999
$10,000-$24,999 
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$1,000-$4,999 

$500-$999

UNDER $500
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Yvette Alberdingk, Kevin Auger, Eric Brewer, Red Burns, Brian
Byrd, Ben Cohen, Mark Diker, Geralyn White Dreyfous, Marta
Drury, Easton Family Fund, F.A.O. Schwarz Family Foundation,
Regina Glocker, Manuela and James Goren, Michael Hirschhorn,
Paul Katz, Tom Keenan, Thomas Kissane, Marcia Latessa and

Ford Foundation, Peter Gabriel, Sigrid Rausing Trust Aaron Consulting, Adolfo Sanchez Alegre, Sheryl Bailey, 
Baker & Hostetler LLC, BAM Local Development Corp., Bard
College, Tahir Bashir, Andrew Blau/Global Business Network,
Melissa Bradley, Arlo Devlin Brown, Lili Brown, Patricia
Caesar/Marks Paneth Strategy Group, Giora Chamizer, Chez
es Saada Restaurant, Angela Coppola, Patrick Corvington/
Innovation Network, Charlie Crystle, Shannon Dempsey,
Susan Faqueri, Anna Gabriel, Tim Gabriele, Wendy Gallagher,
Google AdWords, Grey Sound, GrownUp Soda, Haberman and
Associates, Alethea Hannah, Richard Haselwood, Michael
Hirschhorn, Adrienne Hirt, Marly Hornik, Edward “Ned” Jaszi,
Shalini Kantayya, Ryan Kautz, Martin Kearns, Robert Kissane/
CCS Fundraising, Laura Kurgan/Laura Kurgan Design, Jennifer
Laird, Lippa Pearce, Steve Lipscomb, Lutz and Carr, Maya
Marinelli, Emer Mayock, Blake McDowell, Regina Merkert,
Annalisa Millela, Model Metrics, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius,
mPRm, Ruchika Muchhala, Nina Mueller-Sang, Ange
Munyakazi, Sandra Najar, Wilson Neate, Jacqueline Noguera,
Nomad Media Worldwide, Oddcast, Annie Ohayon, Iarla
O

,
Leonard/Michael Brook, Drazen Pantic, Izhar Patkin, Nicolas

Ponette, Alexandra Posada, Olivia Quinto, Lisette Reyes, Felipe
Ribeiro, Dan Rosan, Onnesha Roychoudhuri, Zabihulla Saipov,
Salesforce.com, Shrihari Sathe, Annick Shen, Leily Soleimani,
Louis Spitzer, Maria Décsey Tan, Taste It Presents, Kathy Thin,
Julio Torres, Union Square Wines and Spirits, Sharon Resnick,
Francesca Varda, Suzanne Vega, Rufus Wainwright, Adrian
Watson, Yamaha Corporation of America, Gerardo Romo
Zamora, Madina Zhanuzakova, Karly Zimmerman

Anonymous, Glaser Progress Foundation, James R.
Greenbaum, Omidyar Foundation, 

Ashoka: Innovators for The Public, General Service
Foundation, Morton K. and Jane Blaustein Foundation, 

David Chazen, Cordaid, Gregory C. Carr Foundation, Icon
Productions, Robert Kissane, Linda and John Mason, Simone

Susan Caldwell, Global Catalyst Foundation, Lois and Irving
Blum Foundation, Reebok Human Rights Foundation

Carola M. Barton, Carolyn Breen, Kim Brizzolara, Ritu
Chattree, Deborah Clark, Grazia d

,
Annunzio, Steven R.

Donziger, Richard Dortch, Mallika Dutt, Allison Fine, Leon
Golub, Jenckyn Goosby and Dean Preston, Ursula and Bruce
Gregory, Mark Ham, Russell Howard, Marian Iannicca, Larry
Kissane, Michele Gerber Klein, Jonathan LaChance, John Lyons,

IN-KIND
SUPPORTERS

CONTRIBUTORS

Sharon Alexander, Terry Anderson, Ruth and Craig Antonides,
Alexandra Ashbrook, Annie Ballard, Thomas Barrett, Isabel
Bigelow, Deb and Lew Bigelow, Andrew Blau, Carolyn Blum,
David Bornstein, Melissa Bradley, David Brin, Marna Broida,
Lili and Stanford Brown, Cathy Brusda, N. Buompensiero,
Catherine Cahill and William Bernhard, Sverre Caldwell,
William Caldwell, Jane Cardillo, Suzanne C. Carothers, Carole
Champagne, Bethaney E. Chaney, Alan Char, Robert Cohen,
Kristin Cole and Donald Derosby, Janet Cook, Patrick Corvington,
Stuart P. Coxhead, Jr., Bertha Cummins, Robert Dandrew, Ron
Delsener, Michele Demers, Roger Dietz, Hope Dodson, Jean
Donaldson, Niles Donegan, Ann Blinkhorn Driscoll, Jocelyn
Dubois, Kenneth Dukes, Myles Edwards, Tigran Eldred, Ann
Hanes Flinn, Anna Foster, Buffy Frick, Julia M. Friedlander,
Ariel Friedman, David Friedman, Aileen Gaal, Linda Gaal,
Constanza Gardeazabal, Vincent Garrett, Marilyn Gaynes,
Linda Gillies, Ari Gold, Beryl Goldberg, Lawrence G. Goodman,
Debra L. Grant, Viveca Greene, Flora Greenhoot, Julie Guardado,
Nicholas Hack, Laura Hake, Lara A. Hall, Susan and Harry E.

Hartzell, Kim Hastreiter, Christa Haussler, Priscilla Hayner,
Peggy Henderson, Michelle Henry, Hilda Mullen Foundation,
Adrienne Hirt and Jeffrey Rodman, Horowitz Foundation, Nancy
Hult Ganis, Ian Huschle, Tioka Tokedira Jackson, Jacob and
Hilda Blaustein Foundation, Jonathan Jacoby, Denise Janick,
Jenner and Block, Ana Joanes, Kristine Johnson, Susan Johnson,
Dena Jones, Kimberly Jones, Holly Karmanocky, Geoff Katz,
Donald and Edith Kornfeld, Darlene Kostrub, Richard Krause,
Neal Kursban, Wendy Vanderbilt Lehman, Lynne Leibling, Barry
and Carole Levine, Barry Levinson, John Lizars, Michele
Lombardo, Barry Long, Harlinah Katz Lopez, Suzan Lorraine,
Pierre Louis, Joey Lozano, Stephanie Lucas, Tamar and
Samuel Magdovitz, Laura Maioglio, Timon Malloy, Camille
Massey, Cheryl Mathieu, Chantelle McCabe, Kris and Bruce
McKinnon, June Mcknight, Cheryl McPherson, Abdallah
Melkonian, Andrew Mellen, Nancy Mendes, Mary Ellen
Mitchell, Isaac Moinester, Nancy Mozur, Barbara M. Murphy,
Narada Productions, Inc., Juliana Neiman and Marcelo
Bronstein, Willy Osborn, Robert Oster Sachs, Michael Ostrove,

Susan R. Ottenheimer and Clinton W. Keller, Jenny Overman,
Gerard Pichon-Varin, Todd Paglia, Danny Paradise, Dean
Peerman, Julie Peters and Nathaniel Berman, Maxine 
Philips, Julia Pimsleur, Suzette Prigmore, P.O.V./ American
Documentary, Inc., Kim Rabin, Elizabeth Rappaport, 
Nancy Young Reynolds, Steven Riskin, Gaudericq Robiliard,
Carolyn Roemheld, Andrew Ross, Cheryl Sabella, Otto
Salomon, Jennifer Scarlett, Marian Lapsley Schwarz,
Suzanne Seggerman, Joseph Serling, Kathy Shapiro, Lindsay
Shea, Paul Shore, Bernice Siegel, Ali Sigari, Kenneth Smith,
Trevor Smith, Douglas Snodgrass, Joshua Snow, Mark A. Soltz, 
Mary Ann Stein, Yvonne Stoose, Lori and Craig Sumberg,
Rachel Swearingen, Dawn Taylor, Sara Thurwachter, 
Richard Valentine, Ilene and Bert Vogelstein, Shirley
Vogelstein, Paul Wachtel, Nadia and Chris Wallace, 
Judy and Ken Weinstein, Greg Westin, Todd Wiener, Dirk
Wiggins, Robert C. Winn, Monica Winsor, Melinda B. Wolfe,
Jonathan Wooten, Zora Wordsworth, Daniel Wright, 
Edith Wun, Meldia Yesayan, Mark Zeman

Anne Marie MacDonald, Mark McDonough, Philip Noyce, 
The Pacer Foundation, Helene and Aldo Parcesepe, Partisan
Pictures, Sara Ransford, Janice Rous, Marla Ruzicka, Stray
Cat Theatre, Stephanie Tuck, Jane A. Waters and 
Peter Caldwell

Stephen Berini, Betty Lee and Peter Fortenbaugh, Sara Lovell,
Josh Mailman, Matthew McGough, Patrick Montgomery,
National Geographic, James Ottaway, Steve Perrine, Kate
Robin, Susan Sarandon, Andrea Stern, John Tariot, Susan
Walton and Neil Scarth, Waterwheel Foundation

Otus Coxe, RealNetworks Foundation, Tides Foundation,
William John Upjohn Charitable Trust

The Tech Museum of Innovation

Open Society Institute, William H. Donner Foundation
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Hakima Abbas, Program Associate for
Africa and Middle East, has a Masters 
in International Affairs from Columbia
University. Hakima has worked on issues
of transitional justice in the U.S. and
Rwanda. She has also worked in human
rights in Israel and as a diplomatic
alternate at UNESCO in Paris. Her film-
making has focused on minority issues 
in the U.K. Hakima is fluent in English
and French.

Matisse Bustos, Outreach Coordinator,
spent two years at Aperture, the fine
photography publishing foundation, 
as the publicist. She later worked as
Outreach Coordinator for PixelPress, 
a multimedia company for social change.
Matisse graduated magna cum laude
from New York University with a BA in
Latin American Studies and History. 
She speaks English and Spanish.

Menaka Chandurkar, Development
Associate, is a graduate of the Film and
Television Program at New York University.
While a student, she volunteered at
WITNESS and tutored in the New York City
public school system, where she produced
and directed a short documentary about
her class. Menaka speaks English,
Marathi and French.

Gillian Caldwell, Executive Director, is 
a filmmaker and an attorney. She was
formerly Co-Director of the Global Survival
Network, where she coordinated a two-
year undercover investigation into the
trafficking of women. Gillian received 
a magna cum laude BA from Harvard
University and a cum laude JD from
Georgetown University. She is a 2000
Rockefeller Foundation Next Generation
Leader, a Special Partner of Ashoka:
Innovators for the Public and a 2003 
Tech Laureate of the Tech Museum of
Innovation, and was named one of 40
Outstanding Social Entrepreneurs by 
the Schwab Foundation. She speaks
English and Spanish.

Sara Federlein, Development and 
Special Projects Manager, comes to
WITNESS with a decade of experience 
in nonprofit development, program
administration and outreach. Prior to
WITNESS, Sara worked on socially-driven
photography programs at the Aperture
Foundation. She received a BA in English
from the University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor, and speaks English and French.

Sam Gregory, Program Manager, works
with WITNESS partners in Asia. He joined
WITNESS after completing a Masters in
Public Policy as a Kennedy Scholar at
Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of
Government, where he focused on
international development and media. 

Sam has worked as a TV researcher/
producer and for development
organizations in Nepal and Vietnam, 
and holds a BA (First Class) from Oxford
University in History and Spanish. 
He speaks English, Spanish and
conversational French.

Grace Lile, Archive Manager, comes to
WITNESS from CNN in New York, where
she established and oversaw the 
bureau’s first video archive and news
research library. She studied Theater at
Sarah Lawrence College, received a BA 
in Cinema Studies from Hunter College, 
and an MS in Information and Library
Science from the Pratt Institute. She
speaks English and French.

Tamaryn Nelson, Program Associate 
for Latin America and the Caribbean, has
worked at NGOs and inter-governmental
agencies in the Americas and Africa.
Most recently, Tamaryn coordinated the
Inter-American Coalition for the Prevention
of Violence (IACPV) and previously worked
at the Center for Justice and International
Law (CEJIL). Tamaryn has a degree 
from the School of Foreign Service at
Georgetown University. A native of Brazil,
she speaks fluent Portuguese, English
and Spanish and is proficient in French.

Bryan Nuñez, Technology Coordinator,
brings to WITNESS on-site expertise in
strategy, design, emerging technologies,
database administration, and systems
integration. Bryan has worn many hats
during his last 10 years working with
technology. An alumni of the Interactive
Telecommunications Program at NYU, 
he also has AB in Anthropology from 
U.C. Berkeley and speaks English,
Tagalog, Spanish and some Portuguese.

Shilpa Raman, Archive Associate,
recently graduated from the University 
of Virginia, Charlottesville, with a BA in
English literature and a minor in Foreign
Affairs. This past year, Shilpa was a 
relief worker for Community Attention,
administering at-risk youth in community
service projects. Shilpa speaks English
and conversational Tamil and Spanish.

Gregory Rossi, Office Manager, studied
accounting at the University of Illinois
where he was involved with AIESEC, an
international work exchange program.
Before joining WITNESS, Greg worked as
a financial and operational consultant
building upon his previous five years as
an international auditor and business
system developer. When not at WITNESS,
Greg is working on a novel. He speaks
English and Spanish.
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Andrew Blau is a leader of the philanthropy
and nonprofit practice at Global Business
Network, the strategy consulting firm that
has pioneered the use of scenario
thinking for organizations in the private,
public, and nonprofit sectors. For almost
20 years, his work has been focused on
the social potential of communications
and media technologies. 

Lili Brown has worked in non-profit
management and strategic planning 
for 20 years. She is currently the Vice
President for External Affairs for New
Visions for Public Schools, a reform
initiative focused on improving student
achievement in New York City schools.

Gregory C. Carr is the Advisory Board
Chair for the Carr Center for Human
Rights Policy at Harvard University. 
He was co-founder of Boston Technology, 
a telecommunications company and
served as CEO until 1992, and was 
then Chairman of Prodigy Internet 
from 1996-98.

Geralyn White Dreyfous is a film producer
and Executive Director of the Salt Lake 
City Film Center. She co-founded the
Philanthropic Initiative.

Mallika Dutt is the founder and executive
director of Breakthrough, an organization
that engages in awareness and education
for human rights through popular culture.
She was formerly a Program Officer at
the Ford Foundation in India.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Peter Gabriel (Chair) the co-founder of
WITNESS, is a world-renowned activist
and musician. His involvement in benefit
concerts for Amnesty International and
the anti-apartheid movement have greatly
assisted human rights efforts worldwide.

Van Jones is founder and national
Executive Director of the Ella Baker
Center for Human Rights (EBC). 
Launched in August 1996, the EBC now
houses Bay Area PoliceWatch and New
York City Police Watch. Van is also a
WITNESS partner.

Thomas Keenan teaches media theory,
literature, and human rights at Bard
College, where he is Associate Professor
of Comparative Literature and directs the
Human Rights Project.

Robert Kissane is the President of
Community Counseling Service (CCS)
and its subsidiary companies in Canada
and the U.K. Over the past twenty years,
Bob has directed major fund-raising
programs throughout the United States,
Canada, and Western Europe.

Joey R.B. Lozano is a Correspondent of
the Mindanao Bureau of the Philippine
Daily Inquirer, mainly writing investigative
reports about indigenous peoples’ 
rights and the environment in Mindanao,
Philippines. He is also a WITNESS
partner, based in Davao, the Philippines. 

Joshua Mailman is the founder of three
organizations that have brought together
some of the most socially innovative
companies in America and internationally:
Social Venture Network, Business for
Social Responsibility and Social Venture
Network/Europe. He is also the President
of Sirius Business Corporation, an
investment management corporation. 

Izhar Patkin is a renowned visual artist.
Born in Israel, he currently lives and works
in New York City. Among other world-class
venues, Izhar’s work is displayed at the
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, 
the Whitney Museum of American Art 
and the Museum of Modern Art.
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Melissa Bradley is the recipient of a
Soros Justice Fellowship to promote
employment opportunities for formerly
incarcerated people. She is the former
Founder and President of New Capitalist.

Brian Byrd is a Program Officer at the
Rockefeller Foundation’s division of
Communications for Social Change.

Mercedes Dorreti is a co-founder and 
full time member of Equipo Argentino de
Antropologia Forense (EAAF), a WITNESS
partner that applies forensic science to
human rights investigations worldwide.

Steven Goldberg has represented
WITNESS as outside counsel from its
early stages as a project of the Lawyers
Committee for Human Rights. He is a
partner in the business practice group 
of Baker & Hostetler.

Rory Kennedy is an award-winning
documentary filmmaker and founder 
of Moxie Firecracker Films. Her most
recent project is Pandemic: Facing AIDS,
devoted to the global AIDS crisis.

Annie Ohayon is president of Annie
Ohayon Media Relations, a public
relations and media consulting firm
specializing in artist development 
within the music and entertainment
industry worldwide.

Eli Pariser is Campaigns Director for
MoveOn.org, where he directed the
campaign against the war in Iraq which
nearly tripled the organization’s
membership. 

Harry Pearce is a graphic designer and
founding partner of Lippa Pearce Design,
one of the UK’s most respected 
design companies.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Catherine Powell is an Associate
Professor at Fordham Law School and
was the founding Executive Director of
the Human Rights Institute of Columbia
University Law School. 

Sebastião Ribeiro Salgado is a world-
renowned documentary photographer.
Originally trained as an economist,
Sebastião has been awarded virtually
every major photographic prize for his
work on behalf of the world’s oppressed.

D.J. Ravindran is a human rights lawyer
and founder of the Asian Forum for
Human Rights and Development (Forum 
– Asia). He currently serves as Director 
of the Human Rights Office of the UN
Mission of Support in East Timor.

Tim Robbins is an actor, screenwriter,
producer and director renowned for such
films as Short Cuts and The Shawshank
Redemption and for his Academy Award-
winning performance in Mystic River. 
He is actively involved in social and
political causes.

Susan Sarandon is a world-renowned
actor best known for her Academy 
Award-winning portrayal of Sister Helen
Prejean in the film Dead Man Walking.
She is also well known for her
commitment to human rights.

John Tariot is an expert in moving 
image archives. Through his consulting
business, Moving Image Group, he is
continuing to create a smarter, more
informed and networked market for
moving images.
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Please sign up as a WITNESS member on
our website at www.witness.org. Copies
of WITNESS videos are available on the
website or by contacting Jacqueline
Noguera at jacqueline@witness.org or 
by phone at 718-783-2000 ext. 301. 

For further information about WITNESS
and its programs or to make a tax-
deductible contribution, please contact
Sara Federlein, Development and Special
Projects Manager, at 718-783-2000 
ext. 304 or sara@witness.org. 

Images: WITNESS and partners Amazon
Watch, Balkan Sunflowers, Burma
Issues, Comité de Emergencia Garífuna
de Honduras, Equipo Argentino de
Antropología Forense, Ella Baker Center
for Human Rights, Joey Lozano, Mental
Disability Rights International,
Nagkahiusang Kahugpungam Sa Mga
Manoba Ug Talaandig, Rencontre
Africaine pour la Défense des Droits de
l‚Homme, Revolutionary Association of
Women of Afghanistan, Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of Sierra
Leone, Centro de los Derechos Humanos
(formerly Women's Commission 
of UCIZONI)
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