
Introduction
Try this thought experiment: If there were no people on earth, 
would there be music? (Pause a moment to let the group think.) 

Maybe you’re saying to yourself, “Sure, because birds sing.” So let’s 
revise our experiment. If there were no people and no birds on 
earth, would there be music?

Maybe you’re saying, “Sure, because whales sing. Theirs is a 
hauntingly beautiful and varied song.” So let’s revise again. If there 
were no people, no birds, and no whales on earth, would there be 
music?

Maybe you’re saying, “Sure, because cicadas sing from mid- to late 
summer all across the eastern half of the United States. Theirs is 
a mysterious and moving song.” 
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Taking It Home
Thank you for serving in that way! Each of you plays a key 
role on our worship team: musicians, greeters, choir members, 
ushers, nursery workers, praise team leaders (name everyone you’re 
honoring—all those who take part in making worship meaningful 
and run smoothly). Thank you!

Our entire congregation is able to “worship the LORD with 
gladness,” in part, because you do what you do so well. We 
so appreciate your time, effort, and giftedness. We especially 
appreciate the ways you model reverence and the joyful hearts 
with which you serve. 

Today as you receive (name the item you are distributing), I pray 
that it will remind you of the love we have for you in Jesus. As you 
use it, please remember how thankful we are for your service. May 
our Savior, Christ Jesus, continue to give you joy and a sense of 
commitment to the important service in which he has placed you!

Worship the Lord



Could we revise yet again? Certainly, and the game could go on 
for a long time as we think of all the music, all the “songs,” nature 
sings in praise to the Creator. Wolves, whales, and waterfalls. The 
drumroll of thunder as storms march across the prairie and spill 
over mountain peaks. Music of one sort or another helps beautify 
our entire planet!

A favorite hymn of many Christians includes these words: “This 
is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears, all nature sings . . .” 
And it surely does!

Getting to the Heart
Nature’s “song” includes lots of what we would recognize as 
“music.” But that “song” of praise includes a lot that is not music, 
per se, too. Psalm 19:1 reminds us, “The heavens declare the 
glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.” The 
mountains, the oceans, every cloud and planet, the glaciers, all the 
palm trees on island resorts, all nature “sings,” as it were, to the 
glory of God.

Scripture invites us to join in! Psalm 100:2, for example, 
encourages us to “worship the LORD with gladness; come before 
him with joyful songs.” 

Some of those “songs” are musical—like those contributed 
by (name a few of your musicians, choir members, praise team 
participants). Or those “songs” might take a nonmusical shape. 
(Name “nonmusician” worship leaders and tell what they do, for 
example, acolytes, altar guild members, sound technicians, greeters, 
drama participants, bulletin folders, and ushers.) Without these 
people, it would be very hard to “worship the LORD with 
gladness” here at (name your church).

God has blessed us with many worship leaders! I thank him for 
each one of you! 

Still, though, Scripture’s command that we “worship the LORD 
with gladness” challenges me. I know I sometimes fail to do that. I 

sometimes find myself just going through the motions. At times, 
the anthem ends, the song set concludes, and I shake my head, 
frown in bewilderment, and ask, “What did I just sing?” My mind 
has wandered. 

Then, too, sometimes I greet others grudgingly instead of gladly. 
Or I find myself nursing a grudge. The unkind remark someone 
else on the team made a few minutes earlier eats away at me. I 
should be focused on God’s goodness and worshiping him for it; 
instead, I’m sulking or nursing some petty hurt. Sometimes we 
serve, but our service feels anything but joyful. Maybe we let our 
burdens overshadow our blessings. 

Sins of pride, of irritability, of worry and unbelief can rob us of 
the joy, of the gladness our Lord wants us to have as we worship 
him. That happens to me sometimes. Does it ever happen to you? 

It’s hard to admit, but even worship leaders fail to worship with 
gladness sometimes. What makes this worse is that we know 
our heavenly Father is not some egotistical tyrant who needs our 
praise. Rather, we need to worship him, even as we lead others 
into his presence to worship. Like those we lead, we ourselves 
need to recognize our sins and the Savior who has come to rescue 
us from them. We need God’s forgiveness and his help to live in 
peace with him and with one another. We need the assurance of 
his presence and power, active in our lives and working to address 
our problems and hurts.

With all that in mind, here’s the good news all of us need to hear 
today! It’s the best news you’ll ever hear: In Christ, in the cross 
and empty tomb, God forgives—even the sins we commit in our 
service to him! He heals and helps! 

That truth puts an eternal song in our hearts. It makes it possible 
for us to “worship the LORD with gladness” and “come before him 
with joyful songs”—whatever “song of service” our life sings. Jesus’ 
forgiving love also, then, invites us to serve him by leading others 
as they worship.


