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Taking It Home
And we have many reasons to follow the Star. We follow Him in 
loving those people who really don’t deserve our love. We follow 
Him in forgiving those who haven’t even asked for our forgiveness 
and whose insults or offenses have hurt us deeply. We follow 
Him in quiet confidence, peace, and even joy—no matter how 
threatening or dismal the economy or our family situation or our 
doctor’s report sound. 

Jesus is the Star of Christmas! Let the (name the item you’re 
giving away) you will receive today remind you of this in the days 
and years ahead as you follow the Star.

Merry Christmas! Follow the Star

Introduction
Do you watch quiz shows on TV? They’re usually more upbeat 
than the evening news. It’s fun to play along and to dream about 
being smarter than a fifth grader or winning the biggest Double 
Jeopardy jackpot ever.

In fact, let’s try out a quiz show question right now. What’s the 
star nearest Earth? Is it: a) Proxima Centauri; b) Sirius; or c) 
Alpha Centauri? 

(Pause.) Did you guess “none of the above”? If so, you’re correct. 
It’s a trick question. The star nearest Earth is the sun! 

Getting to the Heart
Actually, though, we might dispute even that answer, especially 
at Christmastime. For Christians, Jesus is the Star of Christmas, 
and He is much closer than the sun. He’s closer than your next-
door neighbor. He’s closer than your best friend, your husband or 
wife or children. The Bible tells us, “There is a friend who sticks 
closer than a brother” (Proverbs 18:24). That friend is Jesus!



Jesus is the Star of Christmas. If it weren’t for Christ, Christmas 
would be an empty shell. We might still roast chestnuts on an 
open fire. Jack Frost might still nip at our nose. But how is that a 
reason to celebrate? 

No, Jesus is the Star of Christmas. He holds each of us in His 
heart, and we hold Him in our hearts. He makes Christmas what 
it is—a season of hope, a reason to rejoice, a celebration of love. 
The Wise Men said of the newborn Christ Child, “We have seen 
His star in the East and have come to worship Him” (Matthew 
2:2). They followed the star—and so do we!

A season of hope—Christmas is a season of hope. When we use 
the word “hope,” we often mean a kind of wish. “I hope so!” we 
say. We hope our team will win. We hope the ants won’t wreck 
our picnic. We hope that, someday, our prince will come. These 
things may or may not happen. But biblical hope . . . that’s a 
hope of a different color! It’s a hope with all the greens, purples, 
reds, yellows, and oranges of celebration! Biblical hope is 100% 
guaranteed, certain, sure, settled forever in heaven. 

The first Christmas brought this hope from heaven to Earth in 
the person of Bethlehem’s Baby Boy. Jesus came, not as a tourist 
to sightsee, not as an anthropologist to study, not even as a guru 
to instruct. Instead, He came to save—to save us from our selfish 
selves, to save us from the downward spiral of our rebellion against 
a holy God, to save us from the judgment we duly deserved. 

Some of us are ignorant of our sins. Some of us are crushed by 
the guilt of them. Some of us simply smirk or shrug at them. 
We may even have thought, “God doesn’t really mean what He’s 
said, does He?” Regardless of our viewpoint, though, reality was 
certain to land with both feet. Judgment was waiting in the wings. 

And then came Christmas. Then came Baby Jesus, who would 
grow up to live a perfect life in our place and die our death. Jesus 
brought hope: a sure and certain, take-it-to-the-bank reality that 
changed everything forever. Jesus is the Star of Christmas, the 
season of hope.

A reason to rejoice—Jesus is also our reason to rejoice. God kept 
His promise to send a Savior, a rescuer. Jesus name means, “God 
saves!” In every way possible, our heavenly Father is telling us to 
put away our self-condemnation, to abandon our fears, to come 
home to the unending celebration He has been preparing for us 
since He first created the universe.

Some people live their entire lives waiting for the next shoe to 
drop, waiting for some celestial Puppet Master to burst through 
the curtains and onto the stage to obliterate everything good and 
joyous and wonderful in life. But nothing could be farther from 
the truth! Our Father wants to enhance our joy, not diminish it. 

In Jesus, we have hope, and that hope leads to joy. The Bible 
describes it as “joy inexpressible and full of glory” (1 Peter 1:8). 
When our Lord finally does part the curtain that now separates 
time from eternity, the explosion of joy it creates will rock the 
universe! God will welcome all His children, all those who know 
Him by faith in the Savior, into His arms. We will experience 
an eternal glory that will forever exceed our ability to explain or 
express it. Jesus is the Star of Christmas and our reason to rejoice.

A celebration of love—Finally, Jesus is the author of our love: 
our ability to love God and to love other people. Self-sacrificing 
love doesn’t come naturally to human beings marred by sin. Our 
love is tepid, timid, and temporary. We love others because of 
what they can do or have done for us. We love others as long as 
they love us back. 

But Jesus loved us unconditionally before the creation of the 
world. He knew we would hate and hurt others and ourselves. 
But “God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 

If Jesus is the Star of Christmas, then Christmas is a celebration 
of His no-strings-attached love for us. We have so many reasons 
to rejoice!


