
New beginnings  
A NEW stage of Baptist life 
began this week, as the Revd 
Lynn Green started her term as 
General Secretary.  

Ms Green was elected at the 
Baptist Assembly in May and 
becomes the first female General 
Secretary of our Baptist Union of 
Great Britain. 

Her vision, she explained, is 
that as a Union ‘we cast off the 
institutional mind-set that has 
served us well in the past, and 
embrace a new way of being for 
the 21st century.’

‘I long to see local churches 
being encouraged and supported 
to transition beyond inherited 
church into vibrant mission 
communities,’ she said. 

‘I hope that we will be 
adventurous, take more risks and 
above all, be Kingdom possibility 
thinkers!’

In a tribal world, she 
continued, she wants our Union 
to be known for our ‘profound 
and rich diversity in unity, 
diverse yet integrated.’

‘As Baptists we are blessed 
that we are formed of those from 
many nations; we have so much 
to learn from each other in our 
journey to become Christ-centred 
communities.

‘We are committed to the 
priesthood of all believers, where 

women and men, young and old, 
rich and poor, are encouraged 
and released to serve the Lord, 
each one differently abled and 
unique.’

Ms Green’s arrival as new 
General Secretary on Monday 
coincided with the launch of 
a new identity, website and 
magazine, Baptists Together.

The rebranding represents the 
new emphasis of relationship and 
working alongside each other. 
The logo has been designed 
around the shape of a letter b, but 
retaining core symbols that have 
been used by our Union for more 
than half a century. 

The website brings together all 
things Baptist into one place.  All 
13 Associations and six Colleges 

of the Union are central to the 
website, with a church finder to 
the 2150 local churches. There is 
a new online shop facility and the 
Union’s news service since 1855, 
The Baptist Times, now takes 
a prominent place, with new 
interactive features.  

The magazine Baptis ts 
Together also represents the 
collaborative approach, with an 
editorial board and contributions 
drawn from across our Union. 

It will be produced three times 
a year and four copies have been 
sent to each church. Additional 
copies can be bought from the 
online shop. 

Visit www.baptist.org.uk
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London church attendance is 
‘growing fast’ - research
THE total attendance at London’s 
churches has jumped 16 per cent 
in seven years, from just over 
620,000 in 2005 to just over 
720,000 in 2012, new research 
has shown. 

Nowhere else in the UK 
has attendance grown so 
dramatically.

While these numbers are 
across all denominations, the 
growth is especially seen in the 
Black Majority Church and 
immigrant churches.

The figures come from 
the London Church Census, 
commissioned by London City 
Mission and undertaken by the 
Brierley Consultancy.

However, the increase may 
not continue. Not all churches are 
growing, and over the next years 
total attendance could drop to 
just over 700,000.

Both of the main growing 
groups are doing so because 
many immigrants are coming to 
London, but not all immigrants 
stay in London.

Crossing London is the first 
united all-age London mission 

in the past 20 years for churches 
of all denominations, and 
responding to the figures, Andy 
Frost its Mission Director, said, 
‘We are very encouraged to 
see from this census that many 
hundreds of thousands of people 
still consider ‘churchgoing’ as an 
important part of their lives.

‘We believe that there is a 
real spiritual hunger in London 
and indeed across the UK. While 
some models of ‘church’ and 
congregations might be changing 

as our culture changes, it remains 
vital for Christians to worship 
together, to share experiences 
and to support each other in their 
faith.’

He added, ‘Although the 
statistics show that church is still 
an important part of many lives, 
there is so much more to do, so 
many things we still need to pray 
about and work on if every man, 
woman and child in London is to 
be reached with the transforming 
message of Jesus.’

Christians arrested at arms fair 
FIvE Christians were arrested 
on Tuesday for blockading 
the entrance to an arms fair in 
London. 

The group, associated with the 
activist organisation Christianity 
Uncut, sat down and linked 
arms at the Custom House 
entrance of the Defence and 
Security Equipment International 
exhibition (DSEi). They used 
superglue to link themselves at 

the gate. 
According to a report by 

religion and society think-tank 
Ekklesia, the protesters recited 
the Lord’s Prayer, before being 
taken away by police. 

They were released in the 
afternoon and are due to appear 
in court together later this month. 

The DSEI exhibition is 
backed by the UK government 
and the London Mayor. Forty 

countries have their own national 
pavilions, with guests at the show 
including the governments of 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya. 

Six Christian organisations, 
including the religion and society 
think-tank Ekklesia, have said 
they believe that ‘peaceful 
obstruction is morally justified 
in the face of an exhibition 
peddling death and destruction in 
a divided and dangerous world’. 

The research 
was undertaken 
by the Brierley 
Consultancy. 
A summary of 
the findings can 
be found at 
bit.ly/15RXzjl
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Exploring MLK legacy

Baptisms

Barrow upon Soar Baptist Church, Leicestershire: Ben Chang, Abigail 
Chang  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2

Devonport Community Baptist Church, Plymouth: Hooman Saberyfard  .  . 1
Oakes Baptist Church (Huddersfield): Stacy Blackburn and Ian Kaye  .  .  .  . 2

send notifications of baptisms, ministerial changes, deaths 
and testimonies to editor@baptisttimes.co.uk

A NUMBER of  Bapt i s t 
Associations will be exploring 
the legacy of Martin Luther 
King’s landmark ‘I Have a 
Dream…’ speech this autumn

This year marks the 50th 
anniversary of the speech, in 
which Luther King, a Baptist 
minister, called for an end to 
racism in the United States. 

I Have a Dream: The 
Unfinished Business? events are 
taking place in the East Midlands 
(EMBA,  18  September) , 

Southern Counties (SCBA, 17 
November) and West of England 
Baptist Associations (WEBA, 28 
September). 

The WEBA event is a 
partnership between Bristol 
Baptist College and the Church 
of God of Prophecy. Speakers 
include the Revd Joel Edwards 
(WEBA), Dr Anthony Reddie 
(SCA), and the Revd Dave Ellis 
(EMBA).

For more details visit 
http://bit.ly/14F1RzB

Recent stories and comment 
pieces on The Baptist Times 
website

> General Secretary Lynn 
Green outlines a vision for the 
future http://bit.ly/1egPI8q

> Baptist minister Martin Luther 
King’s extraordinary speech is 
50 years old. The context may 
have changed, but its message 
still has a resonance for the 
church today, writes Wale 
Hudson-Roberts

http://bit.ly/1b4GQQQ

> From humble beginnings in 
a Baptist church, a parent and 
toddler session for fathers has 

become a national ministry. 
Mark Chester charts the story of 
Who Let the Dad’s Out?

http://bit.ly/1aBX3xO

> The ecumenical movement 
in Britain is stagnating, writes 
Keith Clements, but it doesn’t 
have to be like this

http://bit.ly/18U0toF

From the www.
baptisttimes.co.uk

Explaining the new Baptist logo 

A feature of both the website 
and the magazine Baptists 
Together is a new logo 

that will be increasingly used as 
a symbol of our working together. 

Designed around the shape 
of a letter “b” it retains the core 
symbols that have been used by 
our Union for over half a century 
– these are more than mere 
graphics, but an expression of 
who we are:

The cross – at our very heart 
is the Gospel message of Jesus, 
whose life, death and resurrection 
is the foundation of our faith; a 
symbol that connects us with a 

wider Christian community and 
defines us as centred on Christ.

The fish – one of the earliest 
symbols of Christian community, 
reminding us that we belong to 
each other and are called to walk 
together and watch over one 
another in love.

Water – expressing our 
def in ing  commitment  to 
believer’s baptism and the 
cleansing and renewing by God’s 
Spirit that undergirds our identity 
as disciples of Jesus.

As our world becomes 

increasingly “on-line”, we hope 
that the new website will be a 
valuable mission presence that 
Baptists can be proud of. 

We hope that it might inspire 
and encourage local churches 
to recognise that their own 
websites are a vital window to 
the community around them. 

An ex trac t 
from Baptists 
Together, the 
new magazine. 

For more 
content visit 
bit.ly/1fZ5Nes

Frinton Free Church (Essex) has 250 Baptist Praise & Worship hymn books 
- free to a good home but must be collected .  If you can’t take the whole lot, 
we are happy to give them away in bulks of 50 or 100 .  All requests on a first 
come, first served basis . Contact Church Administrator Jane Keeys on 01255 
679585 or by emailing jane .keeys@frintonfree .com  .

Notice

Free Church Chaplain, University of Bristol 

For more details visit: http://www .baptisttimes .co .uk/Articles/369993/
Free_Church_Chaplain .aspx

JoBs

YoUTH for Christ has 
launched a fresh and up to 
date version of the popular 
Religious Education website, 
RE:quest. 

RE:quest was established 
more than 12 years ago, and 
has become one of the most 
used Christian teaching 
resources across all age 
groups. 

B u i l d i n g  o n  t h i s 
foundation YFC, which is 
led by Baptist minister the 
Revd Gavin Calver, took on 
the challenge of transforming 
RE:quest and making it 
more accessible to today’s 
classrooms and teaching 
methods. 

The site features high 
qual i ty  f i lms ,  images , 
interactive features and age 
appropriate text to enable 
pupils to learn about and 
learn from the Christian faith.

It covers the Bible and 
how it’s used, festivals 
and celebrations, issues 
Christians face, Jesus – who 
was he?, life as a Christian 
and people and places. 

Dave  Newton ,  YFC 
outreach Director, said, 
‘RE:quest aims to stretch 
the boundaries of how 
Christianity is taught in the 
classroom and really brings 
the subject alive. 

‘We hope to build on the 
initial success of this site and 
see it used in every school in 
Britain as a reliable tool for 
learning about Christianity.’

Visit the new RE:quest 
website at www.request.

org.uk

YFc updates 
Re:quest website

iN memoRiam

TYDEMAN - Marjorie - In lovely memory of our dearest Mum and Gran who 
died 7th September, 1989 .
Always in our thoughts, love from all her family .
‘Great was her faithfulness’ .

DuE to high demand, seven extra dates have been added in 
September to the Seriously Funny Tour of Jeff Lucas, Adrian 
Plass and Nicki Rogers. 

The new venues include Woking, Portsmouth, Crawley, 
Wisbech, Hull, Clitheroe and Birkenhead. 

Contact 01254 368709 or book online www.seriouslyfunny.org
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