
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

General information 
 
 

Hotel information: 
Comfort Inn Maingate 
7675 West Irlo Bronson (memorial) Hwy 
Kissimmee, Florida 34747 
United States 
 
Phone: 
Direct: (001) 407-396-4000  
Toll Free: 800-568-3352 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AvatarMeet rules: 
If you want to partake, you have got to follow the rules. AvatarMeet rules:  
 
Rule number 1: 
Be respectful of your hotel room...or you will be paying a larger bill than you expected.  
Rule number 2: 
Be mindful that you are representing the fans of one of the greatest films in history, don't let the side 
down with bad or disrespectful behaviour. 
Rule number 3: 
Follow the instructions given by the planning team or outside officials if given. These are to ensure 
your safety and enjoyment. 
Rule number 4: 
GO AND ENJOY YOURSELF WITH YOUR AVATAR FAMILY!!!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimers: 
 
By participating and/or attending any portion of this meetup, you agree to and understand that this 
event is an informal meetup of friends. You will not hold any person/persons affiliated with 
“AvatarMeet” legally responsible for anything that may happen to you during the event. Attending is 
voluntary and done so with the knowledge that you will be responsible for your own actions.  

 
James Cameron’s AvatarTM is a trademark of Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation.  No 
endorsement implied. 
 
This MeetUp Survival Guide is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share 
Alike 3.0 Unported License. 
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Welcome to AvatarMeet 2017! 

Now in its sixth year and still going, AvatarMeet finds itself down in Florida to visit Disney World 

and in particular Pandora—The World of Avatar, located at their Animal Kingdom.  This will also 

mark one of the longest AvatarMeets we have held, lasting from Monday November 6th through 

to Sunday November 12th.  The beginning and end days will allow for arrival and departure, with 

lots of Avatar goodness to be had in between. 

The meet up will be made up of two days in Pandora, a visit to the Kennedy Space Centre, 

volunteering at a local nature reserve and include a free day for everyone to do whatever they 

would like to do. 

Unfortunately cosplay will not be a feature of this meet up.  Of course the ideal place to do this 

would be in Pandora, however, Disney have strict rules on cosplay as they have their own 

corporate cosplayers to meet and greet their guests.  However, there is nothing to stop us talking 

Na’vi! 

Speaking of which Karyu Pawl will be joining us to give us a Na’vi lesson and potentially with some 

new words to be had.   As ever a massive IRAYO NÌTXAN goes to Pawl for teaching us the 

language of the Na’vi.  The lesson will be given in Pandora and so what more fitting place could 

there be? 

We hope you will find a wealth of information in this Meet-up Survival Guide covering places of 

interest we can visit during our stay.  Also included is information to help you get around and also 

places to eat.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask and we will help where we 

can.  Enjoy your time with your Avatar family. 

Your AvatarMeet Planning Team 

AvatarMeet 2017 In Greater Detail 

Monday November 6th - Arrival Day 
The hotel for this year’s AvatarMeet is the Comfort Inn Maingate, which is located less than two 
miles from Animal Kingdom.  It is located on West Irlo Bronson Highway with numerous eating 
establishments and stores within walking distance.  They are happy to hold your luggage until 
check-in time or after check-out, if needed.  Below is some information to help your visit run as 
smoothly as possible. 

Arriving by Air: 

Many will be arriving in Florida via the airport ( https://www.orlandoairports.net/ ) and there are 
a range of options to get from there to the hotel. The airport has a dedicated website for ground 
transportation covering Lynx buses, cabs, Airport shuttles , etc:  
https://www.orlandoairports.net/parking-transportation/ 

The bus route from the Airport to the hotel is to catch a 407 to Kissimmee and then the 
55 service which drops you more or less outside the hotel. Note that the 407 service 
does not run on a Sunday. There is more information on the Lynx transport system here: 
http://www.golynx.com/ 

https://www.orlandoairports.net/
https://www.orlandoairports.net/parking-transportation/
http://www.golynx.com/


 

 

If many of us are arriving at or going to the airport at a similar time booking a Super Shuttle 
(https://www.supershuttle.com/how-it-works/) could well be the best way to go. Car rental is 
also available from airport and information can be found here: 

https://www.orlandoairports.net/parking-transportation/rental-cars/  

Arriving by train: 

The nearest station is Kissimmee. Amtrak (https://www.amtrak.com/home ) operate services to 
here as well as a local rail service called SunRail (http://sunrail.com/ ). The good thing is that the 
rail and bus stations are interlinked and you on arrival to can then catch the No.55 service to the 
hotel.  

Hotel Details: 

Details about the Comfort Inn Maingate Hotel, where we will be staying are as follows: 

Phone: Direct - (001) 407-396-4000 , Toll Free - 800-568-3352  

Website: http://www.comfortinnkissimmee.com/ 
Check in time: 3 PM 
Check out time: 12 PM 

Our group booking includes breakfast, free hotel wide high speed internet is also available along 
with microwave and refrigerator in every room.  . 

Everyone needs to make sure they are at the hotel for 6 pm on the Monday evening as there 
will be a meet and mingle along with a  showing of Avatar—the film that brought us all together.  
It will be an opportunity for ‘aysmuk’ new and old to renew acquaintances.   

Tuesday November 7th - Pandora - The World of Avatar 

It will be an early morning call on the first full day of the Meet up.  We will need to be in the hotel 
reception by 07:00 from where we will get our ride to Pandora….or rather Animal Kingdom.  The 
early morning schedule will be as follows: 

• 07:30 - Arrival at Animal Kingdom 

• 08:15 - First in line on one the of the Pandora rides 

• 08:45 - Breakfast and presentations by Walt Disney Imagineers 

• 10:00 - Breakfast ends and we get to enjoy the rest of the day in Pandora and Animal 
Kingdom. 

We will be travelling by car to Disney, so make sure you have a ride  and look after your driver.   
Returning back to the hotel will be at your leisure. 

Wednesday November 8th - Kennedy Space Centre 

Ok, not quite time to get on board the ISV Venture Star, but certainly no need for cryo as 
we take a trip to the Kennedy Space Centre.  For those who will need a ride make sure 
you find one and be good to your driver as it will be a 1 hr 20 minute drive to get to the 
launch pad.  Once there is will be an opportunity to geek out over the rockets and space 
technology, as well as about antimatter propulsion and how to get to Pandora.  It is 
suggested that we depart between 8 am and 9 am to make the most of the day there. 
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Thursday November 9th - Your Free Day 

This day was popped into the meet up schedule to allow everyone to do what they would like to 
do.  So if you wanted to got to one of the other Disney parks you can do so.  Maybe Universal 
Studios sparks your interest., or you would rather prefer a bit of local exploring of the parks as 
cheaper alternatives. 

Friday November 10th - The Return to Pandora 

If we didn’t get enough of Pandora the first time around, this second trip will allow you to capture 
what you missed first time round.  You will also be able to explore the rest of Animal Kingdom. 

Saturday November 11th - Volunteering Day 

The volunteer day is Saturday the 11th November where we will be visiting the Tibet-Butler 
Nature Preserve which is located here.  This will be similar to the previous volunteering work we 
have undertaken previously. 

Here are the guidelines: 
Bring a hat, close-toed shoes, bug spray, sunblock, water bottle and work gloves. They have some 
gloves they can lend us, but it would be beneficial if we could bring our own. There are several 
shopping centers nearby so we can pick up anything we might need. 

The schedule: 

• 07:30 - Depart hotel to arrive at preserve by 08:00  

• 08:15 - Orientation 

• 08:30 - Habitat restoration 

• 10:45 Clean up  

Afterwards we can enjoy a stroll through the park and take in a bit of nature.  

Welcome to Orlando 
Orlando is known as the “Theme Park Capital of the World”.  
It is a title that few would argue with, given the massive 
Disney theme park estate, Sea World, Universal Studios and 
more.  However, if you scratch below the surface there is a 
much deeper history to the city. 

The Orlando area was once know as Fort Gatlin and was 
established in 1838.  It was one of several forts constructed 
across Florida during the Second Seminole War between 
Native American and the  United States.   The fort was 
abandoned a year later and built up by settlers. 

Prior to being known by its current name Orlando was named 
Jernigan after the first permanent settlers, Issac and Aaron 
Jernigan, and by 1856 the area had become the county seat 
of Orange County.  Apparently these two individuals were 



 

 

not the friendliest of people and had their own militia and were ‘transport away’, but escaped. 

There are five stories on how Orlando came by its name.  One of the most common is that it 
originated from the tale of a man who died in 1835 during an attack by the Native Americans 
during the Second Seminole War.  Another is that there was a man called Orlando who was 
passing through with his oxen on his way to Tampa and died on route.  He ended up being buried 
there in a marked grave. 

During a debate on what the growing town should be named, a local resident  (James Speer) rose 
to his feet during the heat of the argument and said, “This place is often spoken of as ‘Orlando’s 
Grave’.  Let’s drop the word ‘grave’ and let the county seat be Orlando”.  And so from 1857, it 
became known as Orlando. 

Orlando became a popular resort from the late 1890s through to the First World War.  During the 
1920s there was an extensive period of housing development and land prices soured.  This boom 
was curtained after serveral hurricanes and then the great depression of the 1930.  Boom and 
bust is not a new thing! 

During the Second World War, Army personnel who were stations at local Army Air Bases settled 
in Orlando and raised families.  When one  McCoy Air Force Bases closed in 1975 it became the 
location for Orlando International Airport.  Although a portion of the Air Force base had already 
become  ‘Orlando Jetport’ in 1962. 

However, things did not really take off until 1965 when Walt Disney announced plans to built 
Walt Disney World.  Orlando was chosen do to its slightly more protected nature from hurricanes, 
compared to Tampa and Miami, which had been looked at.  As a result, tourism became the 
centerpiece of the area’s economy .  Today Orlando now has more theme parks and 
entertainment attractions than anywhere else in the world. 
 

General Getting Around: 
Whilst it is expected that the majority of our journeys will be by car sharing.  For anyone wanting 
to venture out there are alternative options. 

Bus travel 
The local bus services are are known as LYNX and have a comprehensive 
network across Olando.  The bus route that serves the hotel is the 55  
and goes to and from Kissimmee Intermodal station and is located at the 
train station.  From the transport hub, there are service to and from the 
airport as well as into Orlando. 

More information about the bus and metro services in and around 
Orlando can be found on the link: http://www.golynx.com/ 

Route maps can be found here: 
http://www.golynx.com/resources/pdf/WEB_LNX_PST_Msys_29x39_170817.pdf 

Riding Tips: 
http://www.golynx.com/news-events/videos.stml?playlistid=PL2CFB28CF7F475284 

Fares  
There are multiple fare options, but a single one way fare  anywhere on the system is $2, 
what a bargain!  An all day pass will cost $4.50, which can be purchased  from the driver, 

http://www.golynx.com/
http://www.golynx.com/resources/pdf/WEB_LNX_PST_Msys_29x39_170817.pdf
http://www.golynx.com/news-events/videos.stml?playlistid=PL2CFB28CF7F475284


 

 

but you will need to tell them before putting your money into the 
fare machine. 

More Info on fares from this link: http://www.golynx.com/buy-

tickets/ 

Shuttle Bus to Parks: 

The Comfort Inn Maingate has a complimentary shuttle bus to the 

parks.  However, this is not for group travel, but if there is a small 

number of you looking to make your own was to a park then this will 

be an option for you. 

More information about the service and departure and arrival times 

can be found on the link below: 

http://www.comfortinnkissimmee.com/shuttle.htm 

Taxis: 
Of course you may find that you need a taxi.  Hotels and transport terminals are good place to 
find them and you will probably find that restaurants will order one for you at the end of the 
evening.  Some useful taxi firms are: 

24Seven Taxi: 
Website:  http://www.24seven-taxi.com/ 
Tel: (321) 247-8294 

Joe’s Airport Taxi: 
Website: http://www.oiataxi.com/ 
Tel: (407) 494-2011 

Orlando Airport Taxi: 
Website: http://ww7.orlandoalltransportation.com/ 
Tel: (855) 484-3300 

Boogie’s Transportation: 
Website: https://boogie781.wixsite.com/boogiestaxi 
Tel: (407) 595-1488 

You can find more taxis and information about those above on the following link: 
https://www.yelp.co.uk/biz/boogies-transportation-kissimmee?osq=Taxi+Service 

http://www.golynx.com/buy-tickets/
http://www.golynx.com/buy-tickets/
http://www.comfortinnkissimmee.com/shuttle.htm
http://www.24seven-taxi.com/
http://www.oiataxi.com/
http://ww7.orlandoalltransportation.com/
https://boogie781.wixsite.com/boogiestaxi
https://www.yelp.co.uk/biz/boogies-transportation-kissimmee?osq=Taxi+Service


 

 

Walt Disney World: 
Walt Disney World is a collection of four main theme parks and two water parks located in the 
Bay Lake and Lake Buena Vista  area near Orlando.  The Magic Kingdom was the first theme park 
to open in the complex, in 1971, followed by Epcot in 1982, Disney's Hollywood Studios in 1989, 
and the most recent, Disney's Animal Kingdom in 1998. 

Opening time for the parks is 9 am, but it is worth getting there in good time and the queues can 
be long.  It seems like everyone needs some hints and times when going to Walt Disney World to 
help get the most out of their visit.  So here are a few links to such sites that might be of use: 

http://www.disneytouristblog.com/101-disney-world-best-tips/ 
http://wdwprepschool.com/100-tips-for-your-disney-world-trip/ 
http://www.travelandleisure.com/articles/disney-world-tips-and-tricks 

Below is further information about each of the four main parks. 

1 Animal Kingdom: 
Animal Kingdom is a zoological theme park and the home of Pandora—The World of Avatar.  The 
park is dedicated and themed entirely around the natural environment and animal conservation, 
a philosophy once pioneered by Walt Disney himself .  We will be visiting twice to get our fill of 
Avatar goodness.  Besides Pandora, though, that are other attractions in the 
park.  These are Discovery Island, Africa, Asia, and Dinoland. 
WEB: 
https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/attractions/animal-kingdom/  
GOOGLE MAP ROUTE TO GET THERE: 
https://goo.gl/maps/nVj7DtvZZmy 

2 Disney Hollywood Studios: 
Based on an idea by Marty Sklar, Randy Bright, and Michael Eisner, the park opened on May 1, 
1989, as the Disney-MGM Studios Theme Park, and was the third of four theme parks built at 
Walt Disney World. Spanning 135 acres (55 ha), the park is dedicated to the facets of show 
business, including film, television, music, and theatre, drawing inspiration 
from the heyday of Hollywood in the 1930s and 1940s.  
WEB: 
https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/attractions/hollywood-studios/  
GOOGLE MAP ROUTE TO GET THERE: 
https://goo.gl/maps/12RLre11hQu 

3 Epcot 
Epcot (originally named EPCOT Center) is Inspired by an unrealized concept developed by Walt 
Disney, the park opened on October 1, 1982 and was the second of four theme parks built at Walt 
Disney World, after the Magic Kingdom. Spanning 300 acres (120 ha), more 
than twice the size of the Magic Kingdom park, Epcot is dedicated to the 

celebration of human achievement, namely technological innovation 
and international culture, and is often referred to as a "permanent 
world's fair".  The park is divided into two sections: Future World, 
made up of eight pavilions, and World Showcase, themed to 11 
world nations  
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WEB: 
https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/attractions/epcot/  
GOOGLE MAP ROUTE TO GET THERE: 
https://goo.gl/maps/umRnNRhr6YK2 

4 The Magic Kingdom 
The Magic Kingdom park opened on October 1, 1971, as the first of four theme parks at the 
resort. Initialized by Walt Disney and designed by WED Enterprises, its layout 
and attractions are based on Disneyland Park in Anaheim, California, and is 
dedicated to fairy tales and Disney characters.  
WEB: 
https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/attractions/magic-kingdom/  
GOOGLE MAP ROUTE TO GET THERE: 
https://goo.gl/maps/8nLyCBYdwAA2 

https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/attractions/epcot/
https://goo.gl/maps/umRnNRhr6YK2
https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/attractions/magic-kingdom/
https://goo.gl/maps/8nLyCBYdwAA2


 

 

The Kennedy Space Center 
The Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex is the visitor center at NASA's Kennedy Space Center 
in Florida. It features exhibits and displays, historic spacecraft and memorabilia, shows, two IMAX 
theaters, and a range of bus tours of the spaceport. "Space Shuttle Atlantis" is home to the real 
Space Shuttle Atlantis orbiter and the Shuttle Launch Experience, a simulated ride into space. The 
visitor complex also has daily presentations from a veteran NASA astronaut. There is also a bus 
tour, and other ’add-ons’ that can be purchased prior to the visit as well as on arrival. 
 

HOURS: 
Monday-Saturday: 9 am to 6 pm 

TICKETS: 
https://www.kennedyspacecenter.com/info/tickets 

CONTACT: 
Phone Number:  (855) 433-4210 

Web Getting There 

Tickets → 

https://www.kennedyspacecenter.com/info/tickets


 

 

WEB: 
https://www.kennedyspacecenter.com/ 
 
 
GOOGLE MAP ROUTE TO GET THERE: 
https://goo.gl/maps/8kY9fDJjhrn 

 

 

Web Getting There 

Web → 

Getting There → 
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The Tibet-Butler Preserve 
As part of our on-going  project to give a bit back to nature and keep with the themes of Avatar 
we will be visiting the Tibet-Butler Preserve to undertake some volunteering work in habitat 
rehabilitation .  The preserve is a county park located on the shore of Lake Butler, southeast of 
Orlando, Florida and is managed by the Orange County Parks and Recreation.  The land for Tibet-
Butler Preserve was acquired in 1986 and 1987 using funds from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund 
and the Water Management Lands Trust Fund. 

It contains a nature center, 3.6 miles (5.8 km) of trails, a picnic area, a butterfly garden, and a 
wheelchair-accessible sandbox.  The nature center is called the Vera Carter Environmental Center, 
named after the Orange County Commissioner from 1980 to 1992.  It is home to a number of 
exhibits including live animals, taxidermy and interactive displays.  

The area consists of a variety of habitats, including bay swamps, marshes, cypress swamps, pine 
flatwoods, and scrub.  Wildlife includes deer, indigo snakes, colorful butter-flies, and native birds.  
Several rare species of animals and plants can be 
observed at the Preserve including bald eagles and 
gopher tortoises. 

HOURS: 
The Preserve is open daily from 8 am to 6 pm 

LOCATION AND CONTACT: 

8777 Winter Garden - Vineland Rd.  
Orlando, FL 32836  

Phone Number: (407) 254-1940  

WEB: 

https://goo.gl/r1KfdX  

BROCHURE: 

https://goo.gl/NxpjoE   

GOOGLE MAP ROUTE TO GET THERE: 

https://goo.gl/maps/qimUEq6oqyQ2 

Web  

More Clan volunteering action in 
Boulder in 2015 

https://goo.gl/r1KfdX
https://goo.gl/NxpjoE
https://goo.gl/maps/qimUEq6oqyQ2


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Clan volunteering in Los Angeles in 2014. 



 

 

Eating Out: 
From the map above you can see that there are plenty of local places to eat that should be able 
to cater for most tastes.  Below is a bit more information on a few on them 

1 Cracker Barrel Old Country Store: 
Homey chain restaurant serving American comfort food, with an on-site general store. 

Location: 7878 W Irlo Bronson Memorial Hwy, Kissimmee, FL 34747, USA  

Phone Number: (407) 390-1190 

Hours of Operation: 6am to 10pm 

Website: https://locations.crackerbarrel.com/fl/kissimmee/529/ 

2 Giordano’s: 
Known for deep-dish pizza, this casual chain serves other classic Italian food, plus beer & wine. . 

Location: 7866 W Irlo Bronson Memorial Hwy, Kissimmee, FL 34747, USA  
Phone Number: (407) 397-0044 
Hours of Operation: 11am to 11pm 

Website: https://giordanos.com/locations/kissimmee-celebration/ 
 

Web Getting There 

https://locations.crackerbarrel.com/fl/kissimmee/529/
https://giordanos.com/locations/kissimmee-celebration/


 

 

3 Outback Steakhouse: 
Boisterous Australian-themed chain serving steaks, seafood & other hearty steakhouse fare.  

Location: 7804 W Irlo Bronson Memorial Hwy, Kissimmee, FL 34747, USA  

Phone Number: (407) 396-0017 

Hours of Operation: 11am to 11pm 

Website: https://www.outback.com/ 

 

4 Buffalo Wild Wings: 
Lively sports-bar chain dishing up wings & other American pub grub amid lots of large-screen TVs. 
Location: 7878 W Irlo Bronson Memorial Hwy, Kissimmee, FL 34747, USA  

Phone Number: (407) 397-1500 

Hours of Operation: 11am to 12am 

Website: https://www.buffalowildwings.com/ 

 

5 Cicis: 
Italian chain offering buffets with an array of specialty pizzas, plus simple pastas & salads. 
Location: 7763 W Irlo Bronson Memorial Hwy, Kissimmee, FL 34746, USA  

Phone Number: (407) 390-6171 

Hours of Operation: 11am to 10pm 

Website: https://www.cicis.com/locations/fl-kissimmee-7763-w-irlo-bronson-memorial-hwy 

 

More Restaurants can be found via this link: 

https://goo.gl/nqaH6s  
 

And Finally, The Weather: 
The weather in Orlando in November is much more bearable so it's a 
popular winter holiday destination for those wanting to escape the cold 
at home. The average daytime temperatures are around 25°C (78°F) 
whereas the average minimum temperatures drop down to 14°C (57°F).  

The humidity drops significantly at this time of year so it's a great 
time for outdoor activities such as visiting the parks and other 
outdoor activities. The average amount of sunshine expected in 
this month is 8 hours per day. 

While there is always the possibility 
of rain in Florida, the chances of rain 
are at their lowest in November. 
The average amount of 
rainfall anticipated during this month 
is just 48mm or just under two inches. 

← AccuWeather website 

Web → 

https://www.outback.com/
https://www.buffalowildwings.com/
https://www.cicis.com/locations/fl-kissimmee-7763-w-irlo-bronson-memorial-hwy
https://goo.gl/nqaH6s


 

 


