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Reinventing cities 

• Reimagining of  urban planning and development 

to make cities and towns healthy and liveable 

• Decrepit infrastructure aiding Covid’s spread 

• Rapid transmission in Mumbai, Delhi, Bengaluru 

and Chennai was the inevitable outcome of  

densification and an inability to practise 

distancing norms 

• Good, affordable housing is the cornerstone of a 

sustainable and healthy city 



• Unlike speculative housing investments, well-

designed rental housing that is key to protecting 

migrant labour and other less affluent sections 

remains poorly funded.  

• Mumbai is estimated to have added only 5% of  

rental housing in new residential construction 

(1961-2000), and that too led by private funding. 

• It is also an open secret that laws on air pollution, 

municipal solid waste management and water 

quality are hardly enforced, and tokenism marks 

the approach to urban mobility. 



• Past scourges such as cholera, the plague and 

the global flu pandemic a century ago led to 

change — as sewerage, waste handling, social 

housing and health care that reduced disease.  

• Governments are now challenged by the 

pandemic to show the political will to reinvent 

cities. 
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A necessary redressal | Millenniumpost 

• Freeing the country from non-performing officers 

(NPO) would free it from the shackles restricting 

its quantum leap in the quality of  life and gross 

domestic product (GDP) indicators.  

• Growth is directly proportional to the functioning, 

efficiency and the behaviour of  the bureaucracy. 

• They are civil servants, selected after stringent 

screenings, but gone awry down the line.  



• The development of India, as we see today, is 

majorly due to the skilful implementation of  the 

schemes and policies by our bureaucracy. 

• India's most wanted freedom movement of  the 

present times — our liberation from the clutches 

of inept officers. 

• This freedom movement will guarantee us at least 

40% all-round better performance in human 

development indices. 



• Atmanirbhar Bharat and the National Education 

Policy are the two path-breaking initiatives, but 

when it comes to implementation on the ground, 

the brakes of the NPOs must be removed. 

• Otherwise, we would be going in rounds — 

'making files go in circles' is the expertise of  

NPOs and that is the single-most potent killer of  

our country's progress.  

• The frustrations of hard-working Union ministers 

and the state governments are palpable. 



• Like late-comers to a meeting make punctual 

participants suffer by making them wait, the POs 

should not suffer at the hands of the NPOs.  

• Rather POs should drive the NPOs out. 

• The NPOs are more corrupt than anyone else 

because they enjoy with impunity at the cost of  

the daily strugglers and common citizens of  this 

country. 



• They need to be treated as anti-national elements 

because they are majorly responsible for the 

degradation of  our productivity and the futility of  

our repeated attempts to rise.  

• They damage our social fabric as well. 

• No matter how senior or significant an officer is 

— s/he should be afraid of losing the job if  there 

is no performance.  

• They should make way for many brilliant young 

Indians waiting for a chance. 



Tainted candidates | Tribune 

• On Monday, the apex court rightly put the onus on 

Parliament to decide on debarring tainted 

politicians from contesting elections.  

• A five-judge Constitution Bench had in September 

2018 described criminalisation of politics as a 

‘termite to the citadel of  democracy’, but 

hastened to add that the court could not usurp 

the power of  law-making vested with the 

legislature. 



• Association for Democratic Reforms: Half  of  the 

winning candidates in the just-concluded Bihar 

Assembly elections have serious criminal cases 

registered against them, including those related 

to murder, rape and kidnapping 

• In February this year, days after the Delhi 

Assembly polls, the Supreme Court had ordered 

political parties to upload details of  pending 

criminal cases against their candidates and 

specify reasons for preferring the tainted ones to 

those with an unblemished record. 



• The court had also asked the Election 

Commission to report non-compliance of  this 

order. It seems no such exercise was carried out 

during the Bihar polls. 

• The legislature needs to play its constitutional 

role by framing a law that provides for the 

weeding out of  criminal elements at the pre-poll 

stage itself. 

• Political parties’ reluctance to commit 

themselves to electoral reforms has proved to be 

a major stumbling block so far.  



Modi-Biden lay out a road map | HT 

• The goal is to ensure a Venn diagram where the 

area of convergence is large and growing and the 

other parts are marginal and shrinking. 

• The one reason India and the US have seen a 

steady improvement in relations over four 

administrations is that the list of  common 

interests has kept increasing.  

• It is reassuring that Prime Minister (PM) Narendra 

Modi’s tweet about his phone conversation with 

Mr Biden immediately laid out three areas with 

the greatest potential for bilateral cooperation. 



• The first is the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• The second, and one with considerable long-term 

potential, is climate. 

• PM Modi is committed to move India to a green energy 

trajectory but needs international support in terms of  

finance and technology. 

• Finally, India and the US need to share notes on 

their visions of the Indo-Pacific — shorthand for 

how to handle an openly aggressive China. 



• Mr Biden and his advisers accept China is a 

strategic competitor.  

• The devil, however, is in the tactical details and 

Mr Biden’s seeming preference for non-military 

responses to China is questionable. 

• Mr Biden’s trade policy will differ from Mr Trump’s 

only in terms of tone rather than substance. 

• Strategic partnerships work best if  they generate 

a return on investment in the policy space.  



New challenges 

• With the late night call on Tuesday between Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and U.S. President-elect 

Joseph Biden done, Indian and U.S. officials can 

begin their formal interactions on the future of  

bilateral relations. 

• According to the readouts, the leaders committed 

to strengthening the Indo-U.S. Comprehensive 

“Global” Strategic Partnership, and cooperating 

on global challenges including the COVID-19 

pandemic, affordable vaccines, climate change 

and the Indo-Pacific region. 



• Critical and recent comments made by Mr. Biden 

and Vice-President-elect Kamala Harris over 

Jammu and Kashmir, the Citizenship 

(Amendment) Act and actions against NGOs 

should not make the Modi government shy from 

engaging with the U.S. on these issues.  

• Most remarkably, the leaders did not dwell on 

traditional security issues, global terrorism, 

conflict regions or even trade. 

• Making affordable vaccines available to their 

afflicted populations will be the immediate 

challenge. 
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• PM Modi to inaugurate Bengaluru Tech Summit 2020 today 

 

• India-Luxembourg virtual summit to be chaired by PM Modi & his 
counterpart this evening 

 

• 14,34,000 loans sanctioned under PM SVANidhi scheme 

 

• Indianness is our legacy and strengthening it is our duty, says 
President at JNU Convocation  

 

• Country's COVID-19 recovery rate improves to 93.58 pct 



Army builds extreme weather habitats for troops in Ladakh  

 

 



Kejriwal seeks all-party meet on COVID 

 

Vaccine trial showed 95% success: Pfizer 

 

SC seeks reply on Jaishankar’s RS election  
The Supreme Court on Wednesday issued notices on a batch 

of  petitions challenging the election of  External Affairs 

Minister S. Jaishankar to the Rajya Sabha from Gujarat.  

 

Finance panel for PPPs on health infra 

 

Will return to nuclear deal if  U.S. sanctions are lifted: 

Iran 
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 Do you know?  
Nalanda = Na+alam+Daa, meaning “no stopping of  the gift of  knowledge” 

So do gift share this lecture with your loved ones. Thanks  


