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The grown up world that we live in can often be a harsh and demanding 
place to live. As long as you play by its rules, your position is secure. But 
the moment you deviate from its harsh expectations, you risk being 
ostracized and branded a non conformist. 

This orphan hearted world system is governed by a set of rules and 
unspoken guidelines that often favour those among us who are considered 
to be at the top of the food chain in their field of expertise. 

Being the best, looking out for #1, and the pursuit of success fuels the fire 
of over achievement and greases the wheels of a performance in this 
world. Such is the life that we were all born into. 

We see these principles at work even in the first few years of our little lives 
in the way that we were parented and educated. Instead of nurturing our 
glorious intuitive nature, many of our parents and teachers did their best to 
force us to grow up as quickly as possible. 

Instead of fanning into flame all of the God-given unique talents and 
abilities that we possessed at the moment of our conception, this broken 
world system led us to believe that growing up was the highest and best 
goal that we should all strive to attain. 

Preoccupied with a twisted idea of what our ‘development’ should look like, 
many of us were pressured to stop colouring outside of the lines at a very 
early age so that we could learn to become good rule followers. 

Gold stars, red ribbons and trips to the candy store were the reward system 
that governed our pursuit of acceptance. The best pupils in class were 
favored by their teachers while the ones who were struggling to keep up 
weren’t. 
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Unfortunately the end result was that many little ones lived with a veiled 
sense of shame and failure as the only reward for their inability to keep in 
step in this educational system that is run by grown ups. 

If you found it easy to adapt to the school system, you might not be able to 
relate to the ones who felt like they couldn’t make the grade. I was one of 
those little kids who performed well in school. I got good grades, was 
popular with the teachers and fellow students. Yet it wasn't until I came into 
the revelation of the Father’s love that I began to grasp how this external 
pressure forced me to grow up far sooner than I should have. 

The expectation to excel at school, sports and family life launched me on a 
treadmill of performance that caused me to live an obsessive life of 
measurements and comparing myself to others. While everybody 
celebrated my successes, each success reinforced my fear of failure even 
more. 

I believe there is still lots of pressure placed on children to succeed by this 
cookie cutter definition of achievement. And the sad thing is, that since 
parents and teachers are the ultimate authority in their lives, little kids don’t 
have the capacity to even question the methodologies of these big people. 
All they can do is try and do their best to make everyone happy. 

In some cultures, this obsessive compulsion towards achievement and 
comparisons start at the earliest of ages. Choosing the right pre-school 
nursery program and the best kindergarten class are seen as strategic
decisions that will ultimately shape the career of their toddlers.  In some 
countries, exams that need to be studied for even start as early as 5 years 
of age! 

Such are the values of the grown up world system that we live in. We teach 
our children to abandon living from their hearts so that they can learn how 
to manage the harsh realities of the ‘real world’. In this grown up world, we 
learn to live by external influences instead of internal influences. We are 
taught to live from our head rather than from our heart. 

The end result is that we have no choice but to exchange the glorious one-
of-a-kind masterpieces that God created us to be with a manufactured 
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empty shell of our former selves. Such is the high cost of learning to grow 
up. At a time when little kids are meant to be living a life of adventure, self 
discovery and exploration, they are being shackled with burdens they were 
never ever created to bear. 

The unspoken goal is that they should grow up and become little adults as 
soon as possible. While this is the prize that our broken culture wants us to 
believe is admirable and worth sacrificing our true self for, I believe that it 
was never God’s intent. 

If all of these adult-sized educational and performance burdens and 
expectations weren’t enough, these pressures are sadly just the tip of the 
iceberg. Long before a little child even has the capacity to process an 
intellectual thought, their little hearts are wide open to receive whatever 
their parents are able to give them.

Even in the womb, joined to their mother’s biological and emotional system, 
little babies start to feel what their mother feels. Whether good or bad, their 
mother’s emotional make up begins to imprint things that will have life long 
ripple effects. 

Positive emotions like love, joy and peace help establish a secure 
framework in the same way that negative emotions like fear, anger and 
anxiety do the opposite. 

The end result is that our emotional being is greatly influenced and often 
compromised even before the day of our birth. At this point, before we even 
have taken one breath, the blank canvass of our little hearts have already 
been painted on with either vibrant colours of joy and affirmation or dark 
strokes of hurt and pain. 

But even when we have experienced the latter over the former, our trusting 
little hearts are still wide open to continue to receive whatever our parents 
are able to impart to us.  

I believe it is these beautiful, optimistic, trusting little hearts that God finds 
completely breathtaking. I am convinced that there is never a time in our 
life story that our humanity is closer to our Father’s intended design than 
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when we were little children. With that in mind, it is easy for me to 
understand why Jesus told His disciples that the greatest in the Kingdom 
has the heart of a little child (Mathew 18:1-5). 

It is in this place of complete childlike innocence and vulnerability that we 
best resemble Adam and Eve before the fall. And when you think of it, 
every person who has ever been born on planet earth has enjoyed this very 
same start to life. This is our common origin. This is the holy place that God 
intended our earthly parents to affirm His planned destiny for our lives.

But unfortunately that is where God’s intended purpose goes off the rails in 
the broken, sin filled world system in which we all live. Instead of parents 
loving us like we needed to be loved, they imparted to our little hearts 
exactly what their parents gave to them… whether good or bad.

There is a saying that says… ‘hurting people hurt people’. Not necessarily 
because they intend to do so, but simply because they have been hurt so 
much themselves, they see no other option than to pass on what they first 
endured. Such is the story of parenting that has impacted every generation 
going right back to humanity’s first couple. 

While there is a sliding scale of emotional health and wellbeing, not one of 
our parents were perfect. Some have done a better job of loving their kids, 
while other parents were so broken in their own childhood that the cruelty 
and abandonment they experienced was unfortunately passed on to the 
ones entrusted into their care. The end result is a twisting of our humanity 
and a re-writing of the life story that our Father intended for us before He 
created the world. 

The good news

The good news is that Jesus came to restore what was lost and to redeem 
us back to our Heavenly Father’s original intent… and that was life in the 
garden. At a time before Adam and Eve even needed names, life was so 
much simpler. They lived under their Father’s blessing to be fruitful, multiply 
and have dominion and were completely naked yet unashamed. 
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They were cared for, provided for, protected and loved by their Heavenly 
Father and enjoyed His loving presence daily. In this place of living in love, 
there was no pain, no suffering and no rejection. 

They had all that they needed and they didn’t even have the capacity to 
distinguish right from wrong. God told them who they were and that was 
enough for their little hearts. Such was life living rooted and grounded in 
Abba’s garden of love. 

If you think of how every person on the planet makes their entrance into 
this world, it sounds very familiar to the beautiful, open hearted blank 
canvass that Adam and Eve enjoyed before sin separated them from their 
true destiny. And it is in this place of childlike simplicity, living in the love of 
the Father, that Jesus has made a way for us to return to.

I believe that when those who have been born again into the Kingdom get 
to heaven, we will all have the full weight of this glorious revelation restored 
to our entire being. We will know beyond a shadow of a doubt, that we are 
completely loved by the Godhead and that we are indeed Abba’s kids. So 
we can all take heart in knowing that our inheritance is secure whether we 
are fully convinced of it this side of heaven or not. 

However, I do believe that the revelation of living with a childlike heart can 
dramatically affect the way we live here on earth. We can choose to turn 
and become like little children again, or we can choose to stay grown up. 
God loves us either way. 

I believe if we choose to turn and humble ourselves and embrace the little 
boy or little girl that still lives inside of us, we will open up our hearts to 
childlike wonder and adventure again. I believe we will begin to dream 
impossible dreams, sleep through storms and learn to live a joy-filled life in 
Abba’s embrace. 

Of course, if we want to, we can choose to stay grown up and try to live up 
to the unrealistic expectations of an orphan hearted world system. We can 
choose to carry the weight of the world on our own shoulders if we want to. 
We can choose to worry about provision and protection all day long if we 
want to. But we don’t have to. 
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There is another way. There is a road less traveled that our Big Brother 
Jesus has secured for us. And that road leads to us being so convinced 
that Almighty God is really our true Father, that we can have the freedom to 
return to the simplicity of a childlike heart where we know that He is looking 
after all the details in life. 

Instead of carrying adult sized burdens and responsibilities, we can return 
to the place of childlike awe where we can discover who He really intended 
us to be. No fear. No worry. No stress. Just childlike trust. It is not a fairy 
tale! We can actually live in the garden again!

Jesus speaks of this new garden paradigm in John 15 when He reassures 
us that He is the vine and we are His branches and His Dad is the 
Gardener who tends us. If you think of this analogy for a moment, what 
work does the branch have to do other than stay connected to the vine? 
Nothing! We just get to enjoy all of the life and sustenance that the vine 
provides! Easy peasy! 

To me, that sounds like living with a childlike heart. Apart from the vine, we 
are helpless. Apart from the vine, we are powerless. Apart from the vine, 
we have no ability to manage life! It is the vine that defines us, equips us, 
and keeps us. All we have to do is simply enjoy all the care and concern 
that the One who is both Gardener and Father offers us. 

The roadmap to Kingdom greatness

I believe that Jesus has given us a very clear roadmap on how to re-
discover this garden life when he talked to His disciples about His Father’s 
definition of true greatness. 

Matthew 18:1-5
1 In that hour the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in 
the Kingdom of Heaven?” 2 Jesus called a little child to himself, and set him 
in the middle of them, 3 and said, “Most certainly I tell you, unless you turn, 
and become as little children, you will in no way enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 4 Whoever therefore humbles himself as this little child, the same 
is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven. 5 Whoever receives one such 
little child in my name receives me,  (WEB)
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Could you imagine how the disciples would have responded when Jesus 
answered their question? I believe that their understanding of greatness 
would have been completely turned on its head! The rich weren’t the 
greatest. The strong weren’t the greatest. The religious elite weren’t the 
greatest. It was a child! And not just a child, but a LITTLE child! 
 
I believe there are a few important points in this one passage of Scripture 
that will help us return to Kingdom greatness if we have the willingness to 
embrace them.  
 
A new understanding of the Father’s Kingdom

For us to truly grasp why little kids are considered the greatest from Abba’s 
vantage point, it is helpful for us to understand that the Kingdom of God is 
diametrically opposed to the broken, orphan hearted world system that we 
live in. 

What God esteems as great, the world dismisses as insignificant. If we 
don’t get this fundamental perspective of the Kingdom, we cannot go any 
further in our ability to grasp Kingdom realities. 

If we try to apply the world principles to God’s Kingdom, we will end up with 
a power hungry, works based, competitive culture that totally misses what 
our Abba’s values. It will not in any way reflect the true non-negotiables in 
our Father’s heart. 

In 1 John 4:16, John describes the character and nature of God as being 
‘love’. Not only does God love, He is love. Love is not an add-on to many 
other Kingdom attributes, love is the very essence of the Kingdom. Paul 
writes in Colossians 1:13 that the Father has translated us into the 
Kingdom of the Son of His love. 

So if we want to understand God’s Kingdom, we need to come to terms 
with the role love plays. There are many descriptions of Kingdom life that 
Jesus talked about but they all need to be seen through the lens of love. 
Without love, even the greatest signs and wonders are absolutely useless. 
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Just after Paul writes about the many aspects of Body life in 1 Corinthians 
12, he goes to the very heart of the Kingdom when he writes chapter 13.
He starts with addressing the issue of giftedness without fruitfulness when 
he pens the first 3 verses…

1 If I speak with the languages of men and of angels, but don’t have love, I 
have become sounding brass, or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of 
prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, 
so as to remove mountains, but don’t have love, I am nothing. 3 If I dole out 
all my goods to feed the poor, and if I give my body to be burned, but don’t 
have love, it profits me nothing. (WEB)

In church life, I am amazed how we continue to consider Kingdom 
greatness by the measurement of our giftedness. Wow… That person 
moves in power. He must be great in the Kingdom. That person is very 
prophetic, she must be great in the Kingdom. And so on…

I believe we are overlaying orphan priorities on top of the Kingdom priorities 
when we try and measure Kingdom greatness with giftedness apart from 
love. In the world system, those who take the stage and those who are 
powerful are definitely the great ones. Whether they are loving or not, they 
are considered the leaders. 

But in Abba’s Kingdom, it simply doesn’t work that way. Without love, we 
are nothing. No matter how gifted or how influential we are, without love 
being the very foundation of every fiber of our being, we are simply a 
clanging cymbal. Lots of noise and no substance. 

Now of course it is noble to have faith to move mountains, but only when it 
is teamed up with Trinitarian love. Of course we should seek to prophesy, 
but only as we make love our greatest aim. I believe that every glorious 
attribute of the Kingdom is meant to be our inheritance as long as 
everything rests on the Father’s love. If our foundation is on anything else, 
it is corrupted and is corruptible. 

That is why I believe that little kids are considered so great in the Kingdom. 
They have no ego to get in the way, they have no developed intellect that 
will puff them up, they live every day without adult sized abilities to hinder 
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them. They are just little and they live every moment of every day needing 
parental love. In essence, they are love sponges! …And that’s the real stuff 
of the Kingdom. 

If we fail to see God’s Kingdom through the lens of love, we are not really 
seeing His Kingdom. We are seeing our own version of what we think His 
Kingdom is. 

In 1 Corinthians 1:26-29, Paul writes that God has intentionally chosen the 
weak, the poor and the foolish to confound the strong, the rich and the 
wise. In the same way, God delights to reveal His Kingdom to little babies 
and intentionally hides it from the wise and prudent (Matthew 11:25-26).

We often pay lip service to these Kingdom values, but then we live our 
Christian life based on the values of the world where power, wealth and 
intellect are valued and little children are relegated to the nursery area until 
they are capable of becoming full fledged contributors. 

The reality is, we can’t have it both ways. Either the Kingdom is as Jesus 
said it was, or it is not. Does the Kingdom belong to little children …or not? 
(Luke 18:15-18) Are children the greatest in the Kingdom…or not? 
(Matthew 18:1-5)  

Has the Father perfected praise through infants …or not? (Matthew 21:16) 
Has the Father intentionally hid the Kingdom from grown ups …or not? 
(Matthew 11:25-26)

Again, I will reiterate that the acknowledgement of what God esteems as 
great has to go far beyond lip service. If we are to really want to experience 
Kingdom greatness as defined by Yahweh, then we have to really come to 
terms with how we see His Kingdom. 

Remember, it is only little children that can even ask their Father to reveal 
His Kingdom on earth (Matthew 6:9-13). Pharisees can’t. Kings can’t. 
Celebrities can’t. Only little children can say… ‘Our Father, who art in 
heaven’.
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What is your measurement of Kingdom greatness?

Here is a practical way we can test our perceptions of God’s Kingdom. Who 
do you think is greater in God’s eyes? An apostle or a little child? A political 
leader or a little child? A celebrity or a little child? 

If you can’t honestly answer this question with a resounding… ‘A little child!’ 
response, you may want to ask the Father to speak to you in this area and 
re-adjust your perception of His Kingdom. 

I believe we all need to come to terms with a redefinition of the Kingdom 
that sees little kids as its greatest champions. If we are unwilling to 
acknowledge that, then well, we will keep on trying to be big, and 
accomplished, and competent… all the while carrying the weight of the 
world on our shoulders. 

The thing is, God loves us either way but I do believe there is a place of 
childlike rest and simplicity of heart that is available for those who are 
willing to take the road less traveled. 

Observation of a child’s life

When the disciples wanted to know what Kingdom greatness was, Jesus 
responded by presenting a little child to them. As far as He was concerned, 
that was enough. 

I love that the Scripture says that Jesus brought the little child to Himself. 
He didn’t keep an arm’s distance from this little one, He actually brought 
this little guy close to His heart and from that vantage point, He began to 
teach His disciples. 

If you notice, Jesus didn’t go on to present a complex theological sermon 
about the values of a childlike heart. He just told His disciples to take a look 
at the glory of God that was displayed in this little one. In a nutshell, Jesus 
was saying… ‘If you want to see my Father’s Kingdom in all it’s glory, here 
is the best expression of it here on earth!’
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I believe that God has given humanity an amazing gift with the arrival of 
every newborn child. If we have eyes to see, we will realize that we are 
looking right into what God considers the greatest when we are beholding a 
baby. 

It is in this awesome moment when a newborn graces our presence that we 
see the Kingdom in all its glory. The truth is that their beauty and innocence 
is far more spectacular to God than all of the power structures of the world 
combined.

When we see Kingdom life from our Heavenly Father’s perspective and not 
from the orphan hearted world system that we live in, everything will look 
different. 

We will see that because our Dad feeds the birds of the air, He will feed us 
too (Matthew 6:26). We will realize that King Solomon in all his glory was 
not dressed with the splendor of even the littlest of flowers in a field 
(Matthew 6:28-30) and so on. 

So when Jesus presented a little child to His disciples and told them to take 
a look, He was really showing them (and us) a new way to define 
greatness. God’s greatness is found in our smallness. God’s strength is 
manifest in our weakness. God’s wisdom is displayed through our 
foolishness. That is simply how the Kingdom works. And little kids reveal 
these principles the best!

When you begin to observe little children with a heart to learn from them, 
there are some amazing things you will discover. There are many glorious 
aspects of the Kingdom that are woven into the fabric of their DNA. They 
don’t work for them, they don’t go to school to develop them, they are 
simply a part of who they were created to be. 

Some amazing attributes of little children

If you take time to observe little ones with a Kingdom perspective, you will 
be shocked at the priceless attributes they possess. They have the ability 
to trust with all their heart. They display a beautiful humility in all they do 
because they have no adult sized ego to get in the way. 
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They aren’t cynical, critical or judgmental. They believe what they are told 
and live in humble submission to their parents. Little kids are great 
responders, love to play, think outside of adult sized boxes and are filled 
with joy. 

They don’t worry or have the capacity to think of what could possibly go 
wrong and they are the ultimate optimists! They like to laugh, they sleep 
when they are tired and are amazing love sponges. 

They are color blind when it comes to ethnicities or race, they accept 
people the way they are and they are completely innocent. They aren’t 
impressed with titles or wealth. They are weak, helpless, dependent, and 
completely reliant on their parents, yet they are comfortable in their own 
skin. 

They live in the moment, they are authentic and vulnerable and not self 
conscious in the least. Little children are inquisitive, curious and always in a 
state of learning. They forgive easy, are care free and are creative 
geniuses. 

They like to share with others, are at peace with themselves and have 
really big open hearts. They don’t hide their pain, they need to be 
comforted and are very comfortable with love. 

I could go on and on but I will stop there. Each one of these attributes has 
been woven into the DNA of every little baby that has been born. Each one 
of these attributes is a gift given by the Father to us at the moment of our 
conception. 

We don’t have to work for them or deserve them. They are imparted to us 
with love and were intended to be building blocks for the rest of our lives. 
The sad reality in the grown up world system that we live in, is that we don’t 
learn how to flourish using all these glorious attributes, we ‘unlearn’ how to 
function in them. 

The truth is that you were born with a trusting heart. It was the ravages of a 
broken world system that taught you to not trust people. You were born with 
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the ability to think outside the box, but it was a broken educational system 
that taught you to shut off that part of your intuitive heart. 

You were born with a God given ability to rest, to play, to dream impossible 
dreams, to love yourself, etc. It is a fatherless world system that wants to 
steal, kill and destroy all of the gifts the Father of Lights has given you. 

The  good news of the Kingdom is that Jesus (your Big Brother) came to 
give you His life to absolute overflowing (John 10:10). Part of the 
restoration that Jesus came to give us is the ability for us to turn and 
become little children again. Now, with the security of being loved 
completely by our Abba, we can re-visit all of the childlike attributes that our 
Father originally entrusted to us. 

Even though the grown up in you has relegated them to a place in your 
heart where you feel they are no longer accessible, they are still alive and 
well inside of you! My prayer is that Holy Spirit would show you how to 
access the little boy or little girl that resides in your heart so that you can let 
him or her out again!

If you want to really see all of these childlike attributes on full display, why 
not take a moment and think of a little child that you know?  Perhaps it is 
your own children or a niece or nephew? …Or maybe your grandchildren or 
even your great grandchildren? 

I would encourage you to ask Holy Spirit to show you some of the 
spectacular Kingdom attributes they display without even knowing it. 

For me, I get to be reminded of many Kingdom values through my 
grandchildren. At the time of this writing, our oldest granddaughter is three 
and our youngest just turned one. As a grandpa, I am having the time of my 
life enjoying Kingdom life through my little ones. While it was lots of fun 
when my own children were young, the fun meter is off the scale now with 
my grand babies! 

Perhaps that’s because I am older now and I don’t carry the responsibility 
of raising them and that’s partly true. But I think a deeper reason for my 
enjoyment is that they are helping me to become little alongside of them.
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Every time we tickle and wrestle, every time I get on the floor and play with 
them, every time we chase each other around the house, I am re-activating 
the little boy that is still alive and well inside of me and for that, I am deeply 
grateful. 

If we really take time to observe little kids, we will begin to see that this is 
the very place we all had our beginnings and this is the place where we can 
return, to our Father’s plan and purpose. 

The truth is that there is a 5 year old still in each one of us that is ready, 
willing and able to be re-connected. He or she has been there all the time 
waiting for us to come to our senses and become like little children again. 

I believe it is only the revelation of the Father’s everlasting love that will 
bring healing to every area of ‘un-love’ in our hearts and pave the way for 
us to learn to become little again. 

I am convinced that it is our ability to bask in the ultimate parental love that 
comes from the Father that will enable us to truly enjoy living in an adult 
world with a childlike heart.

Unless you turn…

When Jesus told His disciples that the greatest in the Kingdom was a little 
child, thankfully they didn’t feel excluded because He extended an 
invitation to them too. In Matthew 18:3, He said… “Most certainly I tell you, 
unless you turn, and become as little children, you will in no way enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven.

I find it interesting that Jesus told them that the only way that they would 
discover the Kingdom in all its glory was if they had a turn around in their 
own understanding of Kingdom greatness. The Greek word used is ‘stref-o’ 
which means… to twist, turn quite around, turn back again or reverse. 

It literally means to go in the opposite direction. So if we are going to be 
able to begin to grapple with what it means to become like little children 
again, the first step is to be prepared to go in the opposite direction to 
where the world is telling us to go. 
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The road to turning back again to your beginnings takes lots of courage 
because it is definitely counter culture. In a world that defines maturity as 
independence and self sufficiency, our Heavenly Father invites us to turn 
away from that definition so that we can truly grow up in His Kingdom by 
learning to grow down. 

And for many of us, returning to the place of childlike vulnerability is a scary 
proposition. After all, it was when we were little, we got hurt by the ones 
who were supposed to love us. The thing is, God is not like any parent we 
have ever had. He won’t hurt us, He won’t use us, and He definitely won’t 
abandon us. He is the perfect Father! 

If even the thought of ‘turning’ back to a childlike heart is scary, just ask 
your Abba to reassure you that it is safe to return their as long as you are in 
His embrace. 

My prayer is that His love will bring healing to every painful memory of 
being hurt so that you can begin to make your way back to the beautiful 
place of being little again. 

There is a saying that says, if you lose something, you need to go back to 
the place where you lost it. I believe when we revisit the place in our hearts 
when we lost our ability to receive pure love the way God intended us to 
receive it, by His Spirit, we can find it again!

I have seen many people who experience an emotional encounter with the 
Father’s love, first find themselves feeling the pain of when they were little 
during this time of healing. 

I know for me personally, when Jack Winter asked me if I could be a little 
boy that needed to be loved, I didn’t have to try and be little, I became little 
at that very moment. It was in Jack’s embrace, as I was sobbing like a 5 
year old, that my Heavenly Father met me and poured out His love into my 
heart. 

The reality is that there is a little boy or little girl inside of you too that needs 
to be reunited with the perfect love of both a father and a mother. May the 
Holy Spirit direct you in how you can turn back again to experience a hug 
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from your Heavenly Dad in the place in your heart where you need it the 
most.

…and become like little children

Not only are we called to ‘turn’, we are called to ‘become’ like little children. 
The Greek word used is ‘ghin-om-ahee’ which means… to cause to be, to 
come into being, to come to pass, and to partake.  Jesus extends an 
invitation for all of us to not to ‘try’ and be like little children, but to actually 
experience a transformation where our entire being is transformed into the 
heart of a little child. 

If we don’t understand that there is a Spirit to spirit transformation that is 
really possible for us, we may spend our lives trying grasp a childlike heart 
through a grown up mindset. I believe that this has potential for great 
frustration because the mysteries of a child are simply not possible to be 
understood through our adult intellect. 

This is the problem that I see with an intellectual ascent to this mind 
boggling revelation that we can be little again. If we agree with it in principle 
with our understanding, but because of the fear of returning to the place of 
vulnerability again, we refuse to go through the transformation process, we 
might not fully enjoy Abba’s glorious Kingdom this side of heaven. 

God loves us either way, but I believe He really wants us to experience His 
fathering more than we ever thought possible. 

It is only when the Father’s love actually is poured into our hearts (Romans 
5:5) that we can find the pathway back to His intended purpose for us. It is 
only when His wholehearted parental acceptance brings healing to every 
bit of rejection that we have experienced, that we can truly be willing to risk 
again. It is only when His affirmation resounds at the core our being that all 
fear will be driven out of our hearts so that we can truly learn to be at rest.

My prayer is that you would open up your heart to the possibility that you 
can truly turn and become like a little child again. If Jesus said that was the 
pathway to true greatness, the only acceptable response from a little child 
is to shout out the word… ‘Yaaaaaaaay!’
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Whoever humbles himself as this little child

As I mentioned earlier, in order for us to really appreciate the high value of 
a childlike heart, we need to have our perception of the Kingdom come in 
line with God’s perspective. 

So with that in mind, I want to talk about our Father’s high value on humility. 
Jesus said that the greatest will be the servant of all so that means that our 
Heavenly Father has the greatest servant heart in the Kingdom. 

When Jesus came to earth two thousand years ago, He came as the 
perfect expression of His Father’s heart. Everything that He did was an 
exact representation of His Dad. In John 14:9, He even said… ‘If you’ve 
seen Me, you have seen My Father’. So when Jesus showed His disciples 
the full extent of His love in John 13, it should be no surprise that He 
washed their feet. 

Paul’s description of love in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 pretty much describes 
humility in all its glory…

4 Love is patient and is kind; love doesn’t envy. Love doesn’t brag, is not 
proud, 5 doesn’t behave itself inappropriately, doesn’t seek its own way, is 
not provoked, takes no account of evil; 6 doesn’t rejoice in unrighteousness, 
but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails. (WEB)

Oftentimes, when we think of humility, we think of a mindset where we give 
permission to degrade ourselves. There are many misrepresentations of 
humility that are cloaked in religious language but are more a revealing of 
an inverted pride and false humility rather than the real stuff. 

Since part of the Great Commandment is to ‘love our neighbour as we love 
ourself’, self hatred is not real humility but a sin against love itself. True 
humility is simply agreeing with God’s opinion of us. 

Sure we are weak and frail, but we are loved with an everlasting love! Sure 
our earthly bodies are fragile jars of clay, but we contain the glory of God. 
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Humility is simply being comfortable with both our weakness and our 
immeasurable value at the same time.

I believe that children in their purest form model humility like no adult ever 
could. They know that they are helpless, yet they are comfortable in their 
own skin. They don’t judge others and they have nothing to offer but their 
love. But in God’s sight, their humility is captivating. 

I believe that the humility that little children naturally exhibit actually attracts 
the grace of God to their little lives (James 4:6). They forgive easy, love 
always and are not prone to control and manipulate like adults do. 

And Jesus invites us to venture into their world too if we are willing to 
humble ourselves. We don’t have to if we don’t want to and God will still 
love us all the same. But for those of us who are willing to take on the 
posture of a little toddler and embrace our smallness, there is a Kingdom  
full of magic and wonder waiting for us. 

If something inside of you struggles to identify with being childlike, I would 
encourage you to ask God to show you any roadblocks that may prevent 
you from becoming little again. 

If you are unwilling to humble yourself, ask the Father what to do about 
that. I’m sure He will help you with that. He loves you and He wants you to 
be free from any form of false humility or pride that would prevent you from 
enjoying the grace that He loves to lavish on His kids. 

Unless you are born again

In John 3, Jesus is having a conversation with one of Israel’s foremost 
religious leaders. In their conversation, Jesus tells Nicodemus in verse 3 
that ‘no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.’

Nicodemus, thinking like an adult, trying to understand a spiritual reality 
through his intellect, responds to Jesus by asking how he could possibly re-
enter his mother’s womb for that to happen.
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Jesus goes on to explain that what He is talking about can only be 
spiritually discerned because ‘flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives 
birth to Spirit’. Of course, Nicodemus still didn’t get it because his intellect 
and religious training were getting in the way of his heart. 

In evangelical circles, we all agree that we need to be born again to enter 
the Kingdom of God. But the problem is, we have developed a theology 
that says after our spiritual rebirth, we need to quickly grow up again so we 
can get to work. 

The thing is, Jesus didn’t say that we are to change and become ‘adult-like’ 
in His Kingdom. He inferred that this new spiritual birth would usher us into 
the Kingdom of His Father where we could enjoy life as God’s beloved kids. 

When we lived in a fatherless world, we had to do everything for ourselves. 
But when we live in a world where Almighty God is our true Father, we no 
longer have to live by the rules of the world system any longer. Sure we are 
still having to live in the world, but we are no longer of the world!

Now we can focus all of our energies seeking first our Father’s Kingdom 
and His righteousness all the while knowing that He is going to look after all 
of the other details in our life. 

Now we can set our affections on things above, looking to the eternal and 
not the temporal, living a life full of joy knowing that nothing in all creation 
can ever separate us from the love of God. 

For the first time in our lives, we can truly return to the original blank 
canvass that God intended for us as little children so that our Abba can 
affirm all the wonderful plans He had purposed for us before He created the 
world (Ephesians 2:10).

Jack Winter used to say… ‘The smaller that we can become, the bigger 
that our Father can become on our behalf’. With every fiber of my being, I 
believe this is true. But we all have a choice this side of heaven. We can 
choose to be big, strong, self sufficient, competent, independent and every 
other adult-sized attribute we can think of or… 
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…We can choose to be a little child who sees the world from the vantage 
point of sitting on top of our Dad’s shoulders. Where our Abba provides for 
us, protects us, encourages us, strengthens us, comforts us and is loving 
us every moment of every day. 

In this place of childlike security and simplicity, I believe that our Heavenly 
Father can do more for us in the twinkling of an eye than we could ever do 
for ourselves with a lifetime of striving and adult sized performing. 

The thing is, God loves us either way. He loves us when we are carrying 
the weight of the world on our shoulders and He loves us when we give 
every care to Him (1 Peter 5:7). It’s up to us how we want to live this life in 
a grown up world. 

For me personally, life only makes sense when I live with a childlike heart. 
When I try to find acceptance from others by being grown up again, I only 
add unnecessary burdens to my backpack. But as soon as I come to my 
senses, and remind myself that I am just little, I come running back into my 
Dad’s arms and climb back onto His big, strong shoulders. 

From this vantage point, my wife and I have seen the impossible happen 
on a regular basis. I would even dare to say that we couldn’t have 
accomplished in a thousand lifetimes what our Abba has done for us simply 
because we are His much loved little kids.

I liken my relationship to God like a father who invites his two year old son 
to help him re-build the engine in his car. Even though the little boy has no 
clue what he is doing, his dad makes him feel like they are doing it 
together. That is the kind of Dad that you and I have. 

The Godhead’s high value of little kids

Jesus makes a really big statement in Matthew 18:5. He actually so 
identifies with little children that He tells His disciples that when they 
receive a little child, they are actually receiving Him.  He did this so His 
friends would know just how important little kids were in His sight. 
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If we continue reading in Matthew 18, we get to verse 10 which says… See 
that you don’t despise one of these little ones, for I tell you that in heaven 
their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. (WEB)

No other place in Scripture does anyone have the honour in heaven that 
little children seem to have. If by this time in the conversation, Jesus’ 
disciples didn’t get what He was saying, He tells them that the personal 
angels assigned to each little child have an ever present audience with 
Father God. That sounds pretty impressive to me. 

I don’t know about you, but if little ones have such a great standing in the 
presence of Almighty God and I have a chance to turn from my adult ways 
and join them where they intuitively live, I am all for that! 

As I mentioned earlier, changing and becoming like a little child again is not 
a fairy tale or wishful thinking. Because of what Jesus did on a cross two 
thousand years ago, we can all enjoy all of the benefits of living as a much 
loved child of Almighty God this side of heaven (1 John 3:1).

Jesus extends an invitation for us to enter the wide eyed wonder of His 
Father’s Kingdom. All it takes, is for us to turn and become like little 
children again! I’m in with all my heart. I invite you to join me there too!

Luke 18:15-17
15 They were also bringing their babies to him, that he might touch them. 
But when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 Jesus summoned 
them, saying, “Allow the little children to come to me, and don’t hinder 
them, for God’s Kingdom belongs to such as these. 17 Most certainly, I tell 
you, whoever doesn’t receive God’s Kingdom like a little child, he will in no 
way enter into it.” (WEB)

In Father’s amazing love,

Barry Adams 
…A little boy with a really BIG Dad! 
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