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us. Ultimately, he will destroy all the bad news sin brings into 
each of our lives—every syllable of it. Not even death itself can 
remain standing in the presence of our King—the one who came at 
Christmas, died on Calvary, and rose on Easter, never to die again.

Good news! Your guilt is gone! 

Good news! You are forgiven and dearly loved—by God himself! 

Great joy! God promises you his peace, his strength to face 
whatever troubles or upsets you. 

Great joy! You are a child of heaven. Jesus is preparing a place for 
you right now so that you can live with him forever!

Taking It Home 
I’m not always sure I believe the nightly newscast—whether bad 
news or good news. But I do know that we can trust the news the 
Christmas angels brought to Bethlehem’s shepherds on that first 
Christmas night! Listen again. (Read Luke 2:1–14.)

As you leave today, you will receive an Ornament of Faith® to help 
you remember the good news of great joy that the Christmas 
angel brought to earth. If you know someone else who especially 
needs to hear that good news this week, I invite you to take a 
second ornament with you. Use it to share the Savior’s love with 
that person—just as the shepherds shared the message of God’s 
forgiving love at Christmastime long, long ago.

Good News, Great Joy

Introduction
Amy Jung and her son, Ethan, went to the Door County Humane 
Society in Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin, on February 8, 2012, to play 
with the cats there. Authorities at this no-kill shelter allow their 
feline clients to roam free and appreciate the social interaction 
visitors bring to the animals they shelter. 

Amy did not intend to adopt an animal; the 36-year-old single 
mom just wanted to have some fun with her son. But an eight-
year-old orange cat named Pudding became instant friends with 
Amy and Ethan. It was as though he had adopted them! So, on 
the spot, they decided to take Pudding home. 

That same evening, about 90 minutes after Amy, Ethan, and 
Pudding had gone to bed, Amy began having a diabetic seizure. 
(She has had diabetes since the age of four.) The seizure could 
easily have led into a diabetic coma and perhaps even a very 
premature death. 



But Pudding—weighing a hefty 21 pounds—awoke. He landed 
directly on Amy chest and began biting her nose and swatting 
her face. That roused her just enough to call out for Ethan’s help. 
Then, Pudding ran to Ethan’s bedroom and startled him awake. 
Ethan raced to his mom’s bed to help her.

At her doctor’s suggestion, Amy has since had Pudding registered 
as a therapy animal.

Getting to the Heart
This story is one of the good news stories shared in several major 
media outlets—one of few. It can seem at times as though if it 
weren’t for bad news, we’d have no news at all. Financial collapse. 
Hurricanes. Wars. Violence. Moral decay. If you watch news like 
that day after day, you’ll be depressed before very long! 

Still, every so often, a good news story pops up.  A story about a 
rescue. A story about victory. A story about miracles. A story that 
makes us smile. 

Have you ever wondered about what the evening news in heaven 
might be like? Would it focus on good news? On bad news? To 
be honest, I seriously doubt that heaven has (or needs) newscasts. 
But it’s interesting to think about. 

For example, imagine the newscast in heaven on the night Jesus 
Christ was born on earth. The news that night was so good that 
heaven’s angels just couldn’t keep it to themselves. As the sleepy 
shepherds lay, watching their flocks in the fields just outside 
the village of Bethlehem, heaven’s angels invaded earth. The 
shepherds awoke to news of the greatest rescue, the greatest 
miracle of all time. They awoke to news of the miracle God had 
planned from all eternity. 

Remember what the angel said to the shepherds that night?

Behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.

Luke 2:10–12 

As amazing as the story of Pudding’s rescue of Amy Jung is, we all 
know that rescue wasn’t permanent or complete. Pudding cannot 
cure Amy’s diabetes. Pudding cannot ensure Amy won’t have 
another seizure. Pudding cannot provide unshakable hope in the 
face of guilt or fear or death.  

Unless Jesus returns first, Pudding and Amy and Ethan—and 
for that matter, you and I—will all someday die. That’s very bad 
news—unless, of course, we have heard and believed the message 
of the Christmas angels, unless we have heard and believed the 
news flash from heaven: “Good news! Great joy!”

Yes, very sad things happen here on earth. Some of you have 
likely had bad news delivered personally to you this very week—
bad news from your doctor, from your bank, from a neighbor or 
friend, or even from a member of your very own family. There’s no 
denying that the bad news you have received is worrisome. There’s 
no denying that it arouses fear or anger or frustration or panic or 
all of these and more.

But the good news the Christmas angels brought to earth changes 
everything. It can transform every bad news message you have 
heard or could ever hear. The Savior has come! God has kept 
his ancient promises. The all-powerful, ever-living, holy God has 
taken a personal interest in you. He loves you more than you 
know, more than you imagine, more than you can imagine. 

Jesus did not come to bring some inane message like “don’t worry; 
be happy.” No! He came to crush sin’s power to hurt and destroy 


