
How Jesus taught



Why this topic ?

Luke 19 

47 Every day He was teaching at 
the temple. But the chief priests, 
the teachers of the law and the 
leaders among the people were 
trying to kill him. 48 Yet they could 
not find any way to do it, because 
all the people hung on his words.



Matthew 7  24 – 29 

• 24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine 
and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built 
his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the 
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that 
house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation 
on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of 
mine and does not put them into practice is like a 
foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain 
came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and 
beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 

• 28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the 
crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 because he 
taught as one who had authority, and not as their 
teachers of the law.



Matthew 28

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.”



John 3 verse 2

3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named 
Nicodemus who was a member of the 
Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at 
night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you 
are a teacher who has come from God. For 
no one could perform the signs you are 
doing if God were not with him.”





The importance of story

• The Prodigal son, ( Luke 15)  The Good Samaritan, 
( Luke 10  25 – 37 )    

• Dives and Lazarus (Luke 16   19 – 31 ) 
•  The owner of the Vineyard and payment, ( Matthew 

20 ) 
•  Unforgiving servant, (Matthew 18   21 – 35) 
•  The wise man and the foolish man….( Matthew 7   24 – 

27 ) 
•  The  10 gold coins and the 1 lost 
•  The Lost Sheep



The importance of your story 
   

Revelation 12 verse 10 and 11 
For the accuser of our brothers and 

sisters, 
    who accuses them before our God 

day and night, 
    has been hurled down.  
They triumphed over him 

    by the blood of the Lamb  
    and by the word of their 

testimony;  
they did not love their lives so much 

    as to shrink from death.



The importance of visual aids

• Fig trees ( Mark 11     12 -25 )  
• lilies and birds of the air ( Matthew 6   28 )   
• The Good Shepherd and Sheep ( John 10   11 )   
• Dowry coins from a necklace  ( Luke 15 ) 
• Sheep and goats ( Matthew 25   31 – 46 )    
• Widow’s mite ( Luke 21   1 -4 )     
• Parable of talents  ( Matthew 25   14 -30 ) 
• The wise and foolish man building  ….( Matthew 7   24 – 27 ) 
• Whitewashed tombs  ( Matthew 23   27 )      
• The eye of the needle  ( Matthew 19    23 – 24) 
•  A  little child ( Matthew 18   2 – 4 )    
• The Sower and the seed ( Matthew 13   1 -23 )   
• Mustard seed ( Luke 13    18 – 19 ) 



The importance of pictures and vision 
and visual imagery 

• The eye of a needle ( Matthew 19    23 – 24)   
• Dove at baptism ( Matthew 3   16 – 17 )    
• Wind of the Spirit ( Acts 2   2 )    
• Baptise with Fire ( Luke 3   16 )    
• Bread of Life ( John 6   35 )    
• Light of the world ( John  8    12 )    
• The gate / door to the sheepfold..  ( John 10   9 

)





The importance of enactments   
( do this in remembrance of me )  

       Actions speak louder than words

• Washing the disciples feet  ( John 13   1 -15 ) 
• Walking on water (Matthew 14    22- 33)     
• feeding the 5000 (Matthew 14    13 - 21 )   
• The last supper,     Tribute money ( Matt 17     24 – 27 ) 

and the coins in the fish’s mouth,    the Cross,     The 
Resurrection ,    the Transfiguration,   The Resurrection,   
stilling the sea,    entry on a donkey to Jerusalem 

•  



The importance of prophecy, word of 
knowledge, being relevant

• Woman at the well,     
•  Nicodemus,    
• Nathaniel ( I saw you by the fig tree ) 
• Zacceus,    
• Peter ( before the cock crows )  
• Judas 



The use of hyperbole ( exaggeration )

• Hate your mother and father     
• Born again      
• Never thirst again   
• Eat my body,    drink my blood    
• Allow the dead to bury their dead    
• Forgive up to 70 x 7    



Phil Drysdale
• Confession: I hate going to church meetings 
• The Gospel Is Not A Second Chance! 
• My Evening Drinking & Singing Vulgar Songs 
• Biblical confession has nothing to do with listing sins  
• 10 Beliefs Christians Have That Really Mess Us Up 

– I’m just a sinner saved by grace 
– God created us to worship Him 
– I have to try hard to love God 
– I have to become more holy 
– The world is going to get worse and worse before Jesus returns 
– Believing that your sin somehow causes God to separate from 

you



The use of practical applications to the teaching 
 

• Faith on the boat,( after teaching on mustard 
seed )   

•   faith walking on the water,  
•   sending out the 72 (Luke 9 ) to heal the sick 

and cast out demons



The importance of making it personal to the 
learner 

!
• Mary at the tomb… just one word 
• Two men on the Emmaus road … lots of 

words , but just one action



The skill and the importance of coaching

• Taking people to a higher level of maturity and skill, 
often simply involves asking the people the right 
questions  (eg the Advanced Driving Test )  

• Jesus was always asking questions….. Jesus was always 
answering other peoples’ questions with a question back 
to them to make them think… 

• He didn’t just tell people the answer all the time , but 
did things to make them think , to make them question



Jesus the good teacher

• The importance of  
– Speaking with authority 
– Keep it brief and to the point 
– Involving the student 
– Being able to debate an issue 
–  Liking and then joined and loving your 

students 
– Enjoying exercising your gift 
– Being human e.g. having a sense of humour 
–Walking the walk not just talking the talk



Making Disciples takes time 
but it is worth it



There is great joy in teaching others



Go and make disciples of all nations


