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LAKOTA TIME CAPSULE: A CULTURAL COLLECTION UNCOVERED 

WITH STEVE FRIESEN 

Tuesday, May 23
rd

   

7:00pm – 8:00pm 

Journey with Steve Friesen back in time to early 20th 

century Europe, where the mysterious story about a 

trunk of Lakota art begins. In 2004, François Chladiuk, 

the owner of one of the largest Western clothing shops in 

Europe, purchased four steel trunks from a butcher shop 

in Brussels, Belgium. The trunks were filled with Lakota 

headdresses, war shirts, moccasins, and vests—revealing 

a history of the Lakota in Europe. 

Who did these items belong to? Why had they been left 

behind? Chladiuk traveled to America to find answers to 

these questions, where he met Steve Friesen. Together 

they set out on an adventure which took them to 

Wounded Knee, South Dakota, and across Europe, back 

to the days of Buffalo Bill Cody, where they discovered 

the history behind these objects. 

As Friesen shares images of the Lakota artifacts, he will 

tell the larger story of how Lakota performers in Wild 

West Shows helped to preserve and promote their culture in Europe in the late 1800s and early 

1900s. 

Steve Friesen is the director of the Buffalo Bill Museum and Grave in Golden, Colorado. His 

book, Lakota Performers in Europe: Their Culture and the Artifacts They Left Behind, will be 

available in June 2017. 

Location: North building, lower level lecture hall 

Tickets: $5 for Friends of Native Arts members, $10 for DAM members, and $12 for others; free 

for students with ID. 

http://denverartmuseum.org/calendar/lakota-time-capsule-cultural-collection-uncovered 

 

PLEASE JOIN US from 5:30PM to 6:30PM at Mad Beans which is 

located in the Martin Plaza directly across from the Hamilton Building 

of the DAM. We will provide some light appetizers and Mad Beans 

will have a cash bar (wine, beer, tea, coffee). Then we will head over 

to the North Building for the program. We hope that people will enjoy 

this chance to socialize before the programs and that the later starting 

time of the program will be more accommodating to those who have to 

get off of work and travel to the programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Program 

MAY 

http://denverartmuseum.org/calendar/lakota-time-capsule-cultural-collection-uncovered
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We are working hard on an exciting fall lineup and are looking forward to sharing the information 

with you once things are finalized. 

As programs are announced via email and social media, please make note of their locations.  

 

 

JEFFREY GIBSON: LIKE A HAMMER 

JUST ANNOUNCED: Coming May 2018, a new 

exhibition curated by John Lukavic, associate 

curator of Native Arts  

Jeffrey Gibson: Like a Hammer—the first major 

museum exhibition of the artist’s work—will 

chronicle a pivotal moment in Gibson’s career 

when his contemporary artistic practice 

converged with his Native American heritage. 

About 65 objects created from 2011 to the 

present will be featured including figurative 

works, text-based wall hangings, a significant 

selection of beaded punching bags, painted works 

on rawhide and canvas, and video. 

The exhibition will show how Gibson draws 

upon his heritage and remixes his older works to 

create a visual vocabulary that explores his multi-

faceted identity and the history of modernism. 

Gibson’s abstract works take inspiration from his 

Choctaw and Cherokee heritage, pan-Native 

American visual culture, alternative subcultures, 

and the artist’s experiences living abroad as well as popular culture. Striking patterned and 

textured works will incorporate text from poems, Gibson’s own voice, and song lyrics such as 

Stevie Wonder’s “Sir Duke.” 

The dates for the exhibition are May 13, 2018 through August 12, 2018. It may possibly travel to 

national venues through August 2019. 

Check out the Denver Art Museum website for more information about the exhibition and the 

artist, Jeffrey Gibson. 

http://denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/jeffrey-gibson 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Denver Art Museum 

Native Arts 

Department News 

Jeffrey Gibson (Mississippi Band Choctaw/Cherokee), 

Like A Hammer, 2014. Elk hide, glass beads, artificial 

sinew, wool blanket, metal studs, steel, found pinewood 

block, and fur; 56 x 24 x 11 in. 

 

Jeffrey Gibson (Mississippi Band 

Choctaw/Cherokee), Like A Hammer, 2014. 

Elk hide, glass beads, artificial sinew, wool 

blanket, metal studs, steel, found pinewood 

block, and fur; 56 x 24 x 11 in. From the 

collection of Roman Johnson and Tracy 

Richelle High. Image courtesy of Jeffrey 

Gibson Studio and Roberts & Tilton, Los 

Angeles, California. Photograph by Peter 

Mauney. © Jeffrey Gibson. 

Upcoming Programs 

FALL 2017 

http://denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/jeffrey-gibson
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ACTION X COMMUNITY X TOGETHERNESS 

Former Native Arts Artists-in-Residence, Gregg Deal, Walt Pourier, and Melanie Yazzie are 

returning to the museum for a one-of-a-kind collaborative project called Action X Community X 

Togetherness. 

For the artists, the alumni residency offers a unique opportunity for co-creating. Though they work 

with their own unique mediums and styles, the trio was quick to find a central theme for this 

residency: art as a call to action and a catalyst for change. 

Their exploration of this theme will drive a variety of joint projects including talks, tours, and 

workshops: 

 Untitled Final Fridays (May 26, June 30, July 28, August 25) 

 demonstrations at Free First Saturdays (May 6, June 3, July 1) 

 hands-on artmaking at the Friendship Powwow and American Indian Cultural 

Celebration (September 9). 

The Native Arts Artists-in-Residence program showcases and celebrates the work of 

contemporary native artists, highlighting the ongoing creativity and artistic diversity of the 

American Indian community with an aim towards engaging museum visitors through each artist’s 

creative processes. The program kicked off in 2012 with sculptor, painter, and printmaker Melanie 

Yazzie, and has gone on to host many established and up-and-coming artists working across 

media. 

 

CULTURES – THE WORLD ARTS FAIR 

June 7-11, 2017 – Brussels, Belgium 

http://cultures.brussels/ 

 

BRIDLES AND BITS: TREASURES FROM THE SOUTHWEST 

WHEELWRIGHT MUSEUM, SANTA FE 

January 28, 2017 – September 24, 2017 

https://wheelwright.org/exhibitions/bridles-and-bits/ 

 

AFRICAN ROUTES 

The musée du quai Branly-Jacques Chirac, Paris 

January 31, 2017 – November 12, 2017 

http://www.quaibranly.fr/en/exhibitions-and-events/at-the-museum/exhibitions/event-

details/e/lafrique-des-routes-36991/ 

 

Denver Art Museum 

Events 

Other Events of Note 

Image (top, L to R): Gregg Deal, Walt Pourier, Melanie Yazzie 

http://denverartmuseum.org/programs/untitled-final-fridays
http://denverartmuseum.org/visitor-info/free-days
http://denverartmuseum.org/programs/friendship-powwow-and-american-indian-cultural-celebration
http://denverartmuseum.org/programs/friendship-powwow-and-american-indian-cultural-celebration
http://cultures.brussels/
https://wheelwright.org/exhibitions/bridles-and-bits/
http://www.quaibranly.fr/en/exhibitions-and-events/at-the-museum/exhibitions/event-details/e/lafrique-des-routes-36991/
http://www.quaibranly.fr/en/exhibitions-and-events/at-the-museum/exhibitions/event-details/e/lafrique-des-routes-36991/
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The brainchild of Gaëlle Beaujean-Baltzer, curator of the museum’s African collection, in 

collaboration with Catherine Coquery- Vidrovitch of Paris 7 University, this event affirms 

Africa’s central place in world history. Sculptures, paintings, jewelry, and objects in gold, among 

other objects, will represent the riverine, maritime, and commercial land routes that have made 

Africa a continent of commerce and trade for more than five millennia. 

 

PRIMITIVE PICASSO 

The musée du quai Branly-Jacques Chirac, Paris 

March 28, 2017 – July 23, 2017 

http://www.quaibranly.fr/en/exhibitions-and-events/at-the-museum/exhibitions/event-

details/e/picasso-primitif-36915/ 

 

SYMBOLS OF SELF: ART AND IDENTITY IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 Figge Art Museum, Davenport, Iowa 

April 22–August 13, 2017 

http://uima.uiowa.edu/exhibitions/symbols-of-self-art-and-identity-in-southern-africa-2/ 

 

GALLUP INTERTRIBAL CEREMONIAL 2017, GALLUP, NEW MEXICO 

August 4 – 13, 2017 

http://theceremonial.com/ 

 

SANTA FE INDIAN MARKET 2017 

August 19 – 20, 2017 

https://www.swaia.org/ 

 

RAVEN'S MANY GIFTS: NATIVE ART OF THE NORTHWEST COAST 

Peabody Essex Museum, Salem, MA 

April 5, 2014 – December 31, 2017 

http://www.pem.org/exhibitions/171-ravens_many_gifts_native_art_of_the_northwest_coast 

 

The Peabody Museum offers you to explore the living relationships among humans, animals, 

ancestors and supernatural beings through works of Native art from the Pacific Northwest Coast 

created during the past 200 years. Ceremonial regalia, trade goods and art sold in galleries today 

reveal creative expressions of family, heritage, politics and commerce in a changing world. 

Raven's Many Gifts presents artworks that convey broadly shared aesthetic and cultural traditions 

while emphasizing the distinctiveness of various indigenous communities and their artists. The 

themes - Living Stories, Family Connections and Market Innovations - feature objects from PEM's 

renowned collection of Native American art from the Northwest Coast. The Raven in the 

installation's title is the Northwest Coast culture hero who brought light to the world. 

 

COILING CULTURE: BASKETRY ART OF NATIVE NORTH AMERICA 

Michael C. Carlos Museum of Emory University 

September 10, 2016 – February 18, 2018 

http://carlos.emory.edu/content/coiling-culture-basketry-art-native-north-america 

 

Baskets were one of the first art forms in the Americas, with basket fragments found in California 

and the Southwest dating to 9,400 years ago. Over the millennia, native North Americans 

developed elaborate techniques and intricate designs worked in local materials, from sweetgrass in 

Florida to black ash in the Northeast and deer grass in California, among many others. These 

materials were sacred to their makers and those who used these special containers. So too was the 

way each was made with coiling, especially poignant, symbolizing for many groups the path of 

human emergence from inside earth and the movement of the spirits between realms. This display 

http://www.quaibranly.fr/en/exhibitions-and-events/at-the-museum/exhibitions/event-details/e/picasso-primitif-36915/
http://www.quaibranly.fr/en/exhibitions-and-events/at-the-museum/exhibitions/event-details/e/picasso-primitif-36915/
http://uima.uiowa.edu/exhibitions/symbols-of-self-art-and-identity-in-southern-africa-2/
http://theceremonial.com/
https://www.swaia.org/
http://www.pem.org/exhibitions/171-ravens_many_gifts_native_art_of_the_northwest_coast
http://carlos.emory.edu/content/coiling-culture-basketry-art-native-north-america
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in the Art of the Americas' galleries explores the intersection between material, making, and 

meaning in the fragile basketry art of the Southeast to the Southwest and up into the Arctic. 

 

ARTS OF WAR: ARTISTRY IN WEAPONS ACROSS CULTURES 

Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, Boston 

October 18, 2014 – October 18, 2017 

https://www.peabody.harvard.edu/exhibits/current 

 

Arts of War: Artistry in Weapons across Cultures is a new exhibition at Harvard University’s 

Peabody Museum that presents the varied beauty and craftsmanship of weapons drawn from 

cultures around the world. From maces, clubs, daggers, and spears, to shields, helmets, and entire 

suits of armor, this exhibition highlights more than 150 striking examples of deadly objects that 

are also extraordinary works of art. On view until October 18, 2017, it unveils the stories behind 

some of the most stunning war artworks ever created and reveals the passion and purpose of the 

people who made them. 

 

NATION TO NATION: TREATIES BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND 

AMERICAN INDIAN NATIONS 

National Museum of the American Indian, Washington D.C. 

September 21, 2014 – Spring 2021 

From a young age, most Americans learn about the Founding Fathers, but are told very little about 

equally important and influential Native diplomats and leaders of Indian Nations. Treaties lie at 

the heart of the relationship between Indian Nations and the United States, and Nation to Nation: 

Treaties Between the United States and American Indian Nations is the story of that relationship, 

including the history and legacy of U.S.–American Indian diplomacy from the colonial period 

through the present. 

http://www.nmai.si.edu/explore/exhibitions/item/?id=934 

 

 

LINKS TO ONLINE ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

“We need ethnographic museums today – whatever you think of their history” 

https://www.apollo-magazine.com/we-need-ethnographic-museums-today-whatever-you-think-of-

their-past/ 

 

“Celebrating 40 years of one of the world’s pre-eminent collections of tribal art” 

http://www.christies.com/features/Interview-with-Barbier-Mueller-Museum-curator-Laurence-

Mattet-8226-1.aspx 

 

BEHIND MASK TRIBAL EYE (video link) 

David Attenborough looks at the Dogon of Mali - from his 1975 TV series The Tribal Eye. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPfFBA0yuoo 

 

Reconciliation Pole installed on UBC Vancouver campus 

http://news.ubc.ca/2017/03/30/reconciliation-pole-to-be-installed-on-ubc-vancouver-campus/ 

 

 

CONSIDER A PLANNED GIFT TO THE FRIENDS OF NATIVE ARTS! 

We know how passionate you are about American Indian, African and Oceanic Arts. We see it 

every day, through your continued membership in Friends of Native Arts: The Douglas Society, 

your participation in our programs, and your generous gifts! Remember though, there are LOTS of 

News and Reports 

https://www.peabody.harvard.edu/exhibits/current
http://www.nmai.si.edu/explore/exhibitions/item/?id=934
https://www.apollo-magazine.com/we-need-ethnographic-museums-today-whatever-you-think-of-their-past/
https://www.apollo-magazine.com/we-need-ethnographic-museums-today-whatever-you-think-of-their-past/
http://www.christies.com/features/Interview-with-Barbier-Mueller-Museum-curator-Laurence-Mattet-8226-1.aspx
http://www.christies.com/features/Interview-with-Barbier-Mueller-Museum-curator-Laurence-Mattet-8226-1.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPfFBA0yuoo
http://news.ubc.ca/2017/03/30/reconciliation-pole-to-be-installed-on-ubc-vancouver-campus/
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ways to support FONA and the Denver Art Museum. Consider a Planned Gift! It’s a great way for 

you to leave a legacy, and support and preserve one of Denver’s premier arts institutions for future 

generations. 

Among the planned giving options that might benefit you and FONA are a:  

 simple bequest, designating a specific dollar amount or percentage of your estate 

 charitable remainder or lead trust which can provide income to either you or the museum 

 gift from a retirement plan or IRA, naming FONA as a beneficiary 

 donation of a life Insurance policy, naming FONA as the beneficiary 

 charitable gift annuity, which can provide a fixed income or variable income for life 

 bequest of a specific work of art and/or art collections, which would enrich acquisitions for 

future exhibits (this needs some work) 

Planned gifts can be relatively simple in some cases, or more complex in others. Arpie Chucovich, 

Chief Development Officer at the Denver Art Museum will help guide you through the process 

and answer questions related to appraisals of your collections, tax advantages, income potential 

and other issues related to your planned gift. Please contact Ms. Chucovich 720-913-0037 or 

achucovich@denverartmuseum.org for more information. 
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Friends of Native Arts: The Douglas Society is the 

support group for the Native Arts Department at the 

Denver Art Museum (DAM).  It was founded in 

1974 to honor the work of Frederic (Eric) 

Huntington Douglas, who had a nearly-30-year 

tenure as the Museum's curator of Native Arts, 

beginning in 1929.  FONA’s purpose is to advance 

the understanding and appreciation of the Museum’s Native Arts collections, including African, 

Oceanic and American Indian arts.  

Friends of Native Arts: The Douglas Society organizes lectures and outings with distinguished 

scholars, native artists and performers. Members receive newsletters and announcements by e-

mail. They also enjoy programs, workshops, and social events -- including an annual dinner.   

Contact:  info@friendsofnativearts.org or call (720) 913-0165. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:   

Rand Smith  President & Webmaster 

Annabeth Headrick Vice President 

Roger Collins Treasurer 

Wendy Cogdal  Membership 

Stephen Holst  Communications 

Frieda Levine  Secretary 

Millicent Tallard 

Sara Knowles 

Terry Jones 

Dan Becker 

 

We would like to welcome our new board members: Terry Jones and Dan Becker 

 

If you would like to volunteer your time to help out with various activities involved in 

coordinating programs or newsletters or membership and fundraising drives, please send an email 

to info@FriendsOfNativeArts.org 

We no longer send snail-mail notices UNLESS a member indicates by calling or e-mailing a 

notice to our webmaster, Rand Smith (info@friendsofnativearts.org or 303-570-4284).    

 Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/DouglasSociety 

Please consider liking our Facebook page so that you will receive notices for current 

announcements, photographs, related events. 

Send timely, informative items and photographs to our Webmaster, Rand Smith, at 

info@friendsofnativearts.org for posting on our Facebook page. 

SPREAD THE WORD 

Know someone who would be interested in Friends of Native Arts: The Douglas Society? 

Invite them to the program or direct them to our website to find out more about Friends of Native 

Arts: The Douglas Society and how to join.  

Website: http://www.friendsofnativearts.org  

Basic information, current program announcement, and newsletters. 

Friends of Native 

Arts: The Douglas 

Society 

Information 

mailto:info@friendsofnativearts.org
mailto:info@FriendsOfNativeArts.org
mailto:info@friendsofnativearts.org
https://www.facebook.com/DouglasSociety
mailto:info@friendsofnativearts.org
http://www.friendsofnativearts.org/

