
Bible in 52 Weeks: Week 42  
Death of Jesus 

! I know that thinking about death and dying does not sound like a very family 
friendly or “fun” topic-yet, I promise you it is one that your children are thinking about in one 
way or another and the earlier you have age appropriate conversations about “hard” topics, the 
“easier” it can be when these things happen in their lives, and they will. One rule of thumb is not 
to anticipate a question, but only answer what they actually ask. Use specific language, such as 
dead and died and not “passed,” “lost,” or “in a better place.” These are unknown and can be 
scarier than death! If you have had a pet die, a grandparent, or neighbor simply ask them how 
they felt when that happened. What do they miss about the pet or person? What are some good 
memories? Do they still love the pet or person? (Of course! This is what Paul means in 1 Cor. 13: 
13 “Love never ends.”) Write down your/their feelings about a pet or person who has died and 
pray together about that pet or person to God. God wants to hear all of our feelings! Share your 
highs/lows/God moments.  

! Matthew 27 and the Crucifixion of Jesus out of the Spark Storybook Bible (I am on 
vacation and don’t have the page number! I am very sorry!) 

This is a long story: stop at the end of every section and spend a few minutes journaling or 
drawing your reactions, feelings and wonderings. If you are reading from a children’s Bible, be 
sure to stop and check-in with them. It’s ok to rephrase things that make sense for your child!  

Conversation Starters:  

For Children: 

• Have you ever had someone not like you? How does that feel? What did you do?  

• Sometimes we’re scared. When was a time that you were scared? What did you do? Who 
was with you? Is God always with you-even if you’re sad or scared?  

• Who are people who you can talk to if you’re sad or scared? Make a list with your 
parents of those people and keep that list handy! (I am always here for you too as are all 
of the pastors at Bethany!) 

• There were people who helped Jesus even when other people were being mean to him 
and as he was dying. Who are people who have helped you? Look for friends, neighbors 
or classmates to help!  



For adults/youth: 

• Matthew spends much time with the story of the crucifixion of Jesus (as does John). 
Matthew wants to make sure that we all see the political connections, the fulfillment of 
the prophets and God’s promises from the beginning of time as well as the promise of 
what is to come. Jesus was an enemy of the state as well as the religious authorities-why 
do you think they were all so afraid of Jesus?  

• Verses 11-14 are interesting. Jesus makes no move to offer a defense. I don’t know about 
you, but I would have launched into a long tirade of refuting the accusations. Is that 
always the best response? Would it have mattered if Jesus had gone on the defense? What 
did his silence do to the questioning authorities?  

• Pilate and his wife are fascinating characters in this story. Why do you think they were so 
desperate to untangle themselves from this drama? Have you ever been caught in a mess 
that you didn’t create? What might have changed if Pilate had not given into the crowds?  

• The topic of “being saved” plays a big role in Matthew. Matthew is juxtaposing the 
physical “saving” that the world thinks is the most important versus the eternal “saving” 
that God offers. Even though we know the promises of God to be true, we get fixated that 
healing and miracles have to do with physical healing. Physical healing is wonderful and 
indeed a God moment, don’t get me wrong, but then what does it mean for those who 
don’t “receive that saving”? It’s a slippery slope kind of theology. We all will die from 
this physical form. All of us. Maybe at 101, maybe at 1, but the promises are true no 
matter what. We have a God who understands physical suffering and death-and declares 
that there is more! We call this theology of the cross. We name suffering and the 
brokenness of our lives and don’t shy away from it, because Jesus didn’t-he took it head 
on and showed us that God is always present-even when we cry out: My God, my God 
why have you forsaken me? (Psalm 22) 

• The curtain tearing in the temple is the first sign of the promise of the resurrection. The 
curtain separated the Holy of Holies from the rest of the Temple. It was thought that God 
resided in the Holy of Holies and only the chief priests had access to God. The curtain 
tearing declares that God cannot be contained and nothing separates us from God! Where 
do you see God present today?  

• In verse 54, the centurion had his “conversion” epiphany and truly understood who Jesus 
was for him and the world. Have you had such moment? A time when you all of the 
sudden had an insight into the radical and wonderful presence and gifts of God? It doesn’t 



have to be dramatic! It can be a quiet moment too! Maybe in devotion practice, when you 
held your child for the first time, etc. 

• Why do you think Matthew spends so much time explaining how heavily guarded Jesus’ 
tomb was? Does this lend credibility to the resurrection that we will explore next?  

Activities for all: 

• Draw or create a large cross. Write or draw on the cross the places where you are 
suffering in your life or in the world.  

• Find a “pocket rock” and write the word “hope” on it. The rock that was rolled in front of 
the tomb was seen as a final statement on Jesus, yet, God was doing radical and life-
giving work in the tomb! Carry this rock with you to remind you of hope. Make a “hope” 
rock for someone who needs it!  

• Write cards for a local hospice agency (Denver Hospice is a local one.) Write words of 
love and comfort. For the sake of inclusivity, stay away from God, Jesus or religious 
language, but you can simply say, “You are loved,” or just draw pictures such as 
rainbows, hearts, flowers, etc.  

! Pray for all of those suffering on the cross that you made above. Pray for your 
households highs/lows and God moments.  

! +God hears your cries+ 


