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We’re so glad you picked up this brochure to learn more about the Small Groups here at Living Word! It’s no 
secret that we’re a large church, so you might meet lots of new people, but not always have the chance to 
connect with them in a meaningful way. That’s where Small Groups come in!

If you take time to look through the following pages, you’ll see we have all kinds of Small Groups to fit the 
things in life you’re most interested in. Each group is unique in its own way, but they all have one thing in 
common—at the very core, they’re all about making time to get to know each other better and making our 
large church feel more like family.  

We hope you’ll try going to a group that feels like it fits you best. Better yet, try several groups out! We think 
you’ll be glad you did. If you need help or have any questions, please contact us. We’d love to help you! 

Hope we’ll see you at one of our Small Groups soon,

Pastors Tim & Renee Burt

SENIOR PASTORS

MAC AND LYNNE HAMMOND

ASSOCIATE PASTORS

TIM AND RENEE BURT



For questions regarding Small Groups:

Contact John Neumann at 763.315.7134  

or john.neumann@lwcc.org

 

For questions regarding starting a Small Group:

Contact Pastor Charlie Houle at 763.315.7063  

or choule@lwcc.org

VISIT US ONLINE: 

lwcc.org/small-groups
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MARRIAGE 
& FAMILY

Outside of your relationship with the Lord, the most important relationships in your life 
are with your family, your spouse, and your children. Our Marriage & Family groups are all 
about connecting you with other couples who also want to make their family relationships 
the best they can be.



BLENDED FAMILIES

When one or both of you brought children into your 
marriage or remarriage, you probably discovered that 
uniting two families as one presents its challenges. 
In this group, we’ll talk about things that matter to 
blended families, such as: sharing parenting time, 
holiday dynamics, finances, co-parenting, and building 
the kinds of relationships that make your family 
more cohesive. The couple who leads this group 
understands these challenges all too well, being a 
blended family themselves. We also have several 
events for blended families during the year, so contact 
us for dates and times. Children’s ministry is available 
(no cost).

Leaders: Tace & Carmen Wieczorek, 763.315.7297 x7622  

or tandc@gofast.am

When: 7–8:30 p.m., Wednesdays (6 weeks, fall)

Where: Church (room 230)

MARRIAGE MATTERS

At Marriage Matters, our heart is to help create friend-
ships between married couples and to strengthen 
their marriages. We do that through fun, relatable, hit-
you-where-you-live teachings, and then we follow that 
up with small group conversations to talk about that 
night’s topic in ways that bring it home.

Friendships also happen when couples get together 
to just have fun! So Marriage Matters plans special 
events during the year that include: a fall apple orchard 
event, a Christmas party, a game night, and more. 

We want your marriage to be the best it can be, so 
we hope you’ll come as often as you can! Childcare is 
available ($6/child, with a $15/family max. per evening). 

Leaders: Pastor Charlie & Stacey Houle, 763.315.7063  

or choule@lwcc.org

When: 7–9 p.m., varying Fridays, once a month (Sept.–April)

Where: Church (Ignite Theater) 

MARRIAGE HOME GROUPS

One of the best ways to connect with other married 
couples is in the comfort of someone’s home, 
where we can be relaxed and have fun growing in 
our marriages together. We’ll spend time getting to 
know each other, watch a relevant teaching series 
on marriage, and talk about the kinds of things we all 
go through in marriage. What a great way to connect 
with other married couples! For a list of leaders and 
locations, contact Pastor Charlie.

Leader: Pastor Charlie Houle, choule@lwcc.org 

or 763.315.7063

When: 7 p.m., varying days, once a month (Oct.–May)

Where: Various locations in the Twin Cities

3



WOMEN

It’s a proven fact that girls are happier when they have friendships with other girls. So 
these groups help women connect with each other and talk about the kinds of things only 
another woman gets! Whether the focus of the group is on being a wife and mom, or on 
studying the Bible, or doing something fun together, these groups are an awesome way to 
make the kinds of friendships every girl needs.



THE SACRED JOURNEY BOOK STUDY

This women’s group will be studying the book, The 
Sacred Journey, by Brian & Candace Simmons. We’ll 
discuss the book, chapter by chapter, as it takes us 
through a verse by verse devotional study of the Song 
of Solomon. This book doesn’t just describe the love 
between a husband and wife, but also beautifully 
describes the love God has for us. Every chapter 
overflows with truths of His love that make us wonder 
if they’re simply too good to be true! Childcare may 
be available. 

Leader: Heather Sibinski, heather.sibinski@lwcc.org

When/ Where: Contact Heather or watch the bulletin for 

dates & times

MEMORY KEEPERS

Memory Keepers is a great place for women to have 
fun together, working on scrapbooks, along with paper 
crafts, such as stamping and cards. Bring your own 
supplies and photos to work on, but we also share 
supplies, ideas, and tools. We meet on a Friday night 
and Saturday morning and afternoon every month. 
Join us for all or whatever part of the weekend works 
for you. Childcare is not available.

Leader: Terry St.Martin, terryjean@mac.com

When: 6–11 p.m. on Friday; 9 a.m.–3 p.m. on Saturday  

(once a month, Sept.–April)

Where: Church (Meeting Room 2)

GIRLS OF GRACE

Inside of every woman, there’s still a girl who longs 
to feel accepted, understood, and loved… despite her 
quirks, mistakes, and flaws! We all want to be around 
other girls who we can be ourselves with. That’s what 
Girls of Grace is all about! It’s a place where we can be 
real with each other, grow in our faith, and talk about 
the things we all go through in life! The teachings 
encourage us in practical ways to grow and make 
doable changes in our lives! We also meet in smaller 
groups where we can ask questions, share ideas, and 
remind each other that God’s grace will help us do 
what we can’t do on our own! 

We also have get-togethers to just talk, laugh, and 
strengthen our friendships! But it’s not just all about 
us! We also support mission outreaches, have an 
annual missions trip to Peru, and are involved with 
local community outreach events. 

We’re a wonderfully diverse group of girls, so no 
matter what your age or background is, you’ll fit right 
in! We hope you’ll check out why so many of us keep 
coming back year after year!  Childcare is available 
($5/child; $15/family max. per morning).

Leader: Renee Burt, rburt@lwcc.org

When: 9:30–11:15 a.m., every Tuesday (Sept.–April)

Where: Church (Fellowship Hall)

TERRI SAVELLE FOY BOOK STUDY: 

IMAGINE BIG

Do you get so busy doing things you have to do that 
you never get around to doing things that you really 
want to do? The next five years of your life can be 
the most productive, exciting, and rewarding years 
of your life, or they can be just another five years. In 
this women’s book study, we’ll discover the power 
of having a dream and purpose—as we Imagine Big! 
Childcare is not available.

Leader: Katie Ziola, kziola@cfaith.com

When: 7–8:30 p.m., third Monday of each month (Sept.–May)

Where: Church (Meeting Room 3)
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FLOURISH

We’re a community of flourishing young women, 
hosting quarterly events right here at Living Word. Our 
heart is to create a place where young women can 
come together, have fun, and embrace one another’s 
unique gifts, dreams, and ambitions. We believe that 
you’ll walk away inspired, encouraged, and changed! 
Follow us on Instagram @flourishmpls and watch the 
bulletin for upcoming events. Childcare is not available.

Contact: flourish@lwcc.org

When: Quarterly events 

Where: Church

RENEE’S READS

If you love to read, but you haven’t actually read an 
entire book in a long time, it may be that you could 
use a little motivation! Each month, we read a different 
book from a variety of genres that Renee picks ahead 
of time. Then when we meet, we talk about what we 
learned, things we could relate to, or things that jumped 
off the pages for each of us! Besides becoming more 
well-read, it’s a great way to also make new friends. The 
size of the group is limited. Childcare is not available.

Leader: Renee Burt, rburt@lwcc.org

When: 7–8:30 p.m., Tuesdays (once a month, year-round) 

Where: Church (Meeting Room 3) & other offsite locations

HOMESCHOOL CONNECTIONS

Homeschool Connections provides support and en-
couragement to homeschool moms at our month-
ly meetings, where we discuss topics that matter to  
homeschool families, such as: curriculum choices, book 
recommendations, and tips for simplifying your home-
school day. We also get our kids together for field trips 
or to meet at a park or gym to have fun and develop 
friendships with other homeschool kids. If you have 
questions, contact Kelly at janssenk76@gmail.com or 
Mary at mary.nelson@lwcc.org.

Leaders: Kelly Janssen & Mary Nelson

When: 6:45–8:30 p.m., second Wednesday of the month 

(Sept.–May)

Where: Church (Room 207) & other various locations

RELENTLESS LOVE THROUGH HEALTHY 
BOUNDARIES

Is there a relationship in your life in which you would 
like to see a breakthrough? Do you find it difficult to 
walk in love toward that person and would like that to 
change? This six-week Bible study will teach you how 
to better relate to the people who are most important 
to you. Childcare is not available.

Leader: Ruthi Mund, 612.875.1188 or sparkll@q.com

When: 6:30–8:30 p.m., Mondays (year-round)

Where: Blaine (contact Ruthi for directions) 

LADIES, LET’S TALK

If you love to read Christian fiction and want to connect 
with other women from church, we’d love to have you 
join us at our book group. We share our common 
interest of reading, and at the same time, we share 
about our life experiences. It’s a great opportunity 
to develop friendships within the group and have 
fun together through great conversations about the 
book we’ve read, because after all, as someone once 
said, “A book isn’t finished until it’s been discussed!” 
Childcare is not available.

Leader: Kelly DeBiaso, debiaso@cfaith.com or 763.229.3131

When: 7 p.m., second Tuesday of each month (year-round)

Where: Barnes & Noble, Maple Grove



MEN
Whether we realize it or not, we all need to connect with other guys. Just hanging out is 
great, but guys also need to connect about more important things in life, like being a 
better leader, friend, husband, and father. Check out some of these great groups!
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MEN’S ADVANCE 

The annual Men’s Advance is a weekend where guys 
can leave behind the distractions of their everyday 
lives and focus more on their relationship with God. 
The Advance (because real men don’t “retreat”) is 
centered around teachings on topics that are all 
about things that relate to men’s lives, but it’s so 
much more. The weekend also gives guys the time 
to enjoy just having fun through sports, games, and 
great conversations over great food. It really is one 
of the best weekends of the year! Register online at 
lwcc.org. If you have questions, contact Pastor Charlie 
Houle at 763.315.7063 or choule@lwcc.org.

Speakers:  Pastor Tim Burt & Pastor Brian Sullivan

When: November 18–20, 2016

Where: Sugar Lake Lodge (Grand Rapids, MN)

EVERY MAN’S BATTLE

In today’s world, we’re bombarded with sexual 
messaging and images that come at us through every 
form of media—from the television to the internet, from 
print media to videos. This makes it harder than ever 
before for men to avoid temptations but, thankfully, it’s 
not impossible! This group will teach and encourage 
men with practical steps that will help them overcome 
past failures and keep them strong today, as well as 
into the future. If you have questions or wonder if this 
would be something for you, contact Craig.

Leader: Craig Marston, 612.298.9553  

or themarstons@msn.com

When/Where: Contact Craig

MANHOOD

Manhood is our monthly leadership breakfast attended 
by men of all ages. We start with a huge breakfast 
buffet prepared by the Manhood team for just $7 (first 
time is free). Then we’re encouraged, taught, and 
challenged with a powerful message on leadership. 
You’ll also have the chance to meet some great guys 
throughout the morning.  

The goals of this group are:

•  To teach and challenge you to apply leadership 
principles in your everyday life—at work and 
at home

•  To encourage you in your spiritual growth
•  To have a place where you can invite friends, 

family, or coworkers, with the hope of helping them 
come to know the Lord too

If you have questions, contact Pastor Charlie Houle at 
763.315.7063 or choule@lwcc.org.

Leader: Pastor Tim Burt

When: 8:30–10 a.m., second Saturday of the month  

(Sept.–May)

Where: Church (Fellowship Hall)



NEW HOPE
Tuesday mornings, Rick Linde: 763.442.7306
Wednesday mornings, Tony Malarz: 763.533.5465

OSSEO
Thursday mornings, Cory Jensen: 763.205.1683

ROGERS
Tuesday mornings, Tom Koch: 612.306.4078

SHOREVIEW
Tuesday mornings, Jim Peterson: 763.227.8385

VADNAIS HEIGHTS
Thursday mornings, Al LaBine: 612.839.9150

BLOOMINGTON
Tuesday mornings, John Wolf: 763.657.0310
Thursday mornings, Lyn Hartman: 612.801.6585

BROOKLYN CENTER
Tuesday mornings, Dave Rice: 763.400.0936

BROOKLYN PARK
Thursday evenings, Tom Lee: 612.325.9548

CRYSTAL
Thursday mornings, Guy St.Martin: 763.425.9789

GOLDEN VALLEY
Wednesday mornings, Jeff Winkler: 763.476.9591

MAPLE GROVE
Saturday mornings, Ed Wesala: 612.219.2346
Saturday mornings, Jim Oren: 763.670.5984

MEN’S DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS

Every man needs a good core of friends—not just to hang out with, but to also have the kind of friendships 
where you can talk about life’s questions.  In these groups, the guys talk about how a specific verse in the 
Bible made a difference during their week that related to their lives, work, or families. The groups meet 
weekly at various times and locations. If you have questions, contact Pastor Charlie Houle at 763.315.7063 
or choule@lwcc.org, or contact the leader of the group you’re interested in.
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EVERYTHING
BIBLE 

STUDIES

Everything Bible Studies are designed to help you grow in your understanding of the Word 
of God, no matter how long you’ve been a Christian. The studies being offered this year 
cover a variety of topics that will help you grow in your faith and your understanding of the 
Bible. We have groups that you can attend in just four weeks, with the hope it will more 
easily fit into your schedule.



EVERYTHING BIBLE COURSE

Everything Bible Course is designed to not only 
educate you in Bible truths that are important for every 
Christian to know, but to also equip you to live out 
your God-given purpose. This is a two-year program, 
but there’s flexibility, in that you’re able to jump in at 
any time. You can take all of the courses or just the 
ones you want. For more information, contact John 
Neumann at 753.315.7134 or john.neumann@lwcc.org. 
Children’s ministry is available (no cost).

Leader: Pastor Paul Idusogie 

When: 7–8:30 p.m., Wednesdays (Sept.–May) 

Where: Church (Meeting Room 2)

EQUIPPED TO ENGAGE TODAY’S CULTURE

The need for Christians to speak, making a reasoned 
biblical case for Christ, is unmistakable. However, many 
feel ill-equipped to face the current cultural challenges. 
They want to talk about their faith but face a culture that 
demands tolerance and silence from the church. In this 
Bible study, we’ll study the scriptures relative to today’s 
most relevant issues and discuss how to confidently 
engage others in biblically-based, Christ-centered con-
versations. Childcare is not available.

Leader: Kevin Kuhne, kevin@energyresourceproducts.com

When: 7–8:30 p.m., Tuesdays (fall & spring)

Where: Church (Meeting Room 1)

REACH WOMEN’S GROUP   

Are you a woman who wants to dig deeper into the 
Bible and grow in your relationship with the Lord, but 
you could use some help? Together, we’ll learn how to 
better apply what we hear in church and read in our 
Bibles to our everyday lives. In each 6-8 week session, 
we’ll dive into a different teaching series by Pastor Mac 
and, together, we’ll REACH toward the goal of walking 
in more of the freedom and peace Jesus came to give 
us. Children’s ministry is available. 

Leader: Hannah Barros, 763.232.2289  

or hannah.jo22@yahoo.com

When: 7–8:15 p.m., every other Wednesday (Sept.–May)

Where: Church (Room 200)

CONFIDENT IN FAITH & RIGHTEOUSNESS

There are times in every person’s life when it feels like 
life is crashing in on you or someone you care about.  
At those times, it’s so important to already have your 
faith settled in the fact that God always gives us the 
victory! This Bible study will teach you practical truths 
about faith, so faith is more than something you just 
have a knowledge of, but it’s become settled in your 
heart. We’ll also be discussing righteousness, which 
isn’t something we earn by being good, but rather, 
it’s a gift because He is good. Children’s ministry is 
available (no cost).

Leader: David Shunkwiler, dshunkwiler@lwcc.org

When: 7–8:30 p.m., Wednesdays (3 weeks, fall & spring)

Where: Church (room 202)

ROOTED BIBLE STUDY

Just because we’re Christians doesn’t always 
mean we understand our Bible. We all need help at 
different times, learning how to read our Bible and 
understand key biblical truths regarding our faith. 
This group is designed to help you, without making 
you feel embarrassed about what you don’t know. 
We’ll walk you through the biblical essentials and 
give you plenty of space to ask questions. We want 
you to be established and rooted firmly in your faith, 
having confidence to apply it in your everyday life. If 
you have questions, contact John at 763.315.7134 or  
john.neumann@lwcc.org.

Leaders: Justin Phad & John Neumann

When: 10 a.m. & 7 p.m., Thursdays (Sept.—April)

Where: Church (Meeting Room 3)
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CAREER &
FINANCES

FINANCIAL INSTITUTE

Financial Institute is all about giving you the practical 
financial tools you need in the challenging economic 
environment we live in today. The group is led by 
financial expert Mark Miller, who has helped countless 
people get their financial lives and futures on track. 
Some of the topics covered include: investments, 
retirement planning, debt elimination, budgeting, 
estate planning, and insurance planning. You can 
take all of the classes or just the class you need. If 
you have questions, contact Pastor Charlie Houle at 
763.315.7063 or choule@lwcc.org.

Leader: Mark Miller

When: 7–8:30 p.m., Thursdays (4 weeks, fall & winter)

Where: Church (Meeting Room 2)

FAITH-BASED JOB SEARCH

Job hunting? Changing careers? With over twenty 
years of HR-related experience, our team will give you 
practical, effective ways to speed up your job hunting 
process. This group covers many helpful job search 
topics such as: how to get your resume and cover letter 
to the top of the pile, what employers are looking for, 
how to best represent yourself in an interview, internet 
job search tools, effective networking, and much more. 
If you have questions, contact Pastor Charlie Houle at 
763.315.7063 or choule@lwcc.org.

Leader: Rick Fox

When: 6:30–8:30 p.m., first Monday of the month (year-round)

Where: Church (Meeting Room 3)

WINNER’S LUNCHEON

The Winner’s Luncheon is a bimonthly luncheon 
speaking series, featuring top business leaders who 
will impart business wisdom founded in biblical values. 
We hope you’ll join us for a wonderful catered lunch, 
along with having the opportunity to meet and network 
with others from the business community.  You’ll also 
receive nuggets of wisdom to help you have greater 
success in your business endeavors.

You can also become a member of the Winner’s 
Luncheon speaking series for an annual fee 
of $199. Membership benefits:

•  Free attendance and automatic registrations for  
the luncheons

•  Able to invite up to seven guests at half price ($10)
•  Website advertising for your business on the 

Winner’s Luncheon website (only available to Living 
Word members)

•  Pays for and reserves your spot for a free half table 
at our annual Business Fair (value: $175)

•  Opportunity to attend a members-only question/
answer session with our guest speaker

For more information on the next date, topic, and 
speaker, contact Justin Phad at 763.315.7128 or visit 
winnersluncheon.com

Leader: Pastor Tim Burt

When: 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m., first Wednesday, every other 

month (year-round)

Where: Church (Fellowship Hall)

The time we spend in our careers and dealing with our finances is a huge part of our lives. We’re 
committed to helping you develop in these areas, whether it’s expanding your business, managing 
your finances, looking for work, or connecting with others you can network with in your business. 
These groups are here to help you thrive and grow in these important areas of your life.



SIXTY
PLUS

60+ EVENTS

If you’re 60+ years of age and would love to connect 
with other people in our church who also enjoy doing 
fun, outdoor/indoor activities together, this is the 
group for you. Married or single, we hope you’ll join us 
for one of our events soon. Watch the bulletin for our 
next event or contact Pastor Roger & Judy.

Leaders: Pastor Roger & Judy Sutch, 763.315.7130 or  

roger.sutch@lwcc.org or judy.sutch@lwcc.org

When/Where: Various dates & locations

60+ BIBLE STUDY

If you’re 60+ years of age, we hope you’ll join us 
both for fellowship and a time of studying the Word 
of God together. After a time of study and discussion, 
we receive communion and pray together. Bring your 
years of experience, and let’s inspire each other in 
our faith walk, and encourage each other to a deeper 
relationship with each other and with the Lord.

Leader: Norita Takala, 612.719.5930   

When: 1–2:30 p.m., Tuesdays (year-round)

Where: Church (Meeting Room 1)

BEST PRACTICES PEER GROUP

Success in business, just like in life, comes easi-
est when we focus on doing the basics consistently 
well. Small business owners typically share many of 
the same challenges. This group is designed to help 
you forge new relationships with other small business 
owners to support each other, while discussing best 
practices and procedures for small businesses.

This group will spend time learning and discussing 
the following:

•  What are best practices, and why are they critical to 
my business?

•  How will best practices affect my business, both 
short-term and long-term? 

•  How will accountability to best practices make me a 
better business person?

•  How will the peer group relationships in this group 
benefit myself and my business? 

•  How will applying best practices make my business 
more successful? 

This group will be led by Jeff Matt, president of Victory 
Auto & Service Glass, which currently has five locations 
in the Twin Cities and one in Florida. He started the 
company on the motto of honest, dependable service. 
This philosophy has earned them numerous awards 
and recognition, including the Better Business Bureau 
Integrity Award and the 2015 MN Business Ethics 
Award. If you have questions, contact Justin at or 
justin.phad@lwcc.org or 763.315.7128.

Leader: Jeff Matt

When: 10–11:30 a.m., last Wednesday of the month  

(Oct.–April)

Where: Church (Meeting Room 3)
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YOUNG ADULT GIRLS GROUP  

We’re a group of young women who like to get together and 
just hang out! We meet at various venues in the area doing all 
kinds of activities, ranging from coffee shop talks to bike rides in 
the summer! We love to be together, and we’d love to have you 
come along. If you have questions, contact Becca or check out  
@thefifthservice on social media.

Leaders: Becca Corn & Jolet McGuire, 763.315.7162  

or beccacvt@gmail.com

When: Various times, last Tuesday of every month 

Where: Various locations in the Twin Cities area

YOUNG ADULT GUYS GROUP 

We hope you’ll join us on a Saturday for some basketball and to 
hang out with the guys. There are other guys out there your age—
come meet them! If you have questions, contact Josh or check out  
@thefifthservice on social media.

Leader: Josh Coan, 763.772.5403 or josh.coan@lwcc.org

When: 10 a.m., Saturdays

Where: Church (MCA Gym)

YOUNG MARRIEDS DATE NIGHT

Are you a young, married or engaged couple looking for a 
place to connect with other couples your age? Then join us for 
our once-a-month gathering, as we simply enjoy the company 
of other young, married/engaged couples. Questions? Contact 
Michael or check out @thefifthservice on social media.

Leaders: Michael & Brie Groves, 763.315.7162 or mgroves071@gmail.com 

When: Various times, second Thursday of every month

Where: Maple Grove

YOUNG
ADULTS

Something bigger than ourselves. Life isn’t designed to be a solitary activity. When we’re 
isolated, that’s when it can be difficult to defeat the lies of the enemy. The purpose and 
passion of the Young Adult ministry is to provide a place to come together—to be a 
community. We hang out, explore, discover, and learn all about life and the Word, and we’re 
there for one another. No judgment. Come as you are. Let’s do life together.



YOUNG ADULTS BIBLE STUDY 

We’re a group of young adults who come together 
every week to connect with other people our age. 
It’s a place where you can ask questions, build 
relationships, share what’s going on in your life, and 
grow closer to the Lord. Whether you’re fresh out of 
high school, attend college, or you’ve started your 
career, come join us! If you have questions, contact 
Josh or check out @thefifthservice on social media.

Leader: Josh Coan, 763.772.5403 or josh.coan@lwcc.org

When: 7–8:30 p.m., Wednesdays (year-round)

Where: Disciple Internship Meeting Room 

YOUNG ADULTS FOR ISRAEL GROUP 

We support the nation of Israel through prayer, local 
outreach to the Jewish community, field trips to increase 
our knowledge about Israel and, of course, with parties! 
If you’re interested in knowing more about Israel, join 
us at our next gathering! If you have questions, contact 
Skyler or check out @thefifthservice on social media.

Leaders: Skyler Schrunk & Deb Campbell, 763.315.7162  

or skyler.schrunk@lwcc.org

When: 6 p.m., second Thursday of every month

Where: Church (Meeting Room 2)

YOUNG ADULT RUNNING GROUP

We hope you’ll join us at the Maple Grove Town Green 
Amphitheater to run (walking optional) and strength 
train together. This is a great way to encourage each 
other in our fitness goals. All levels of fitness are 
welcome! If you have questions, contact Krista or 
check out @thefifthservice on social media.

Leaders: Darren & Krista Liepold, 763.315.7162  

or krista.liepold@gmail.com

When: 6 p.m., first, third, & fifth Tuesday of every month

Where: Maple Grove Town Green Amphitheater

SINGLES

30S–50S SINGLES

The Singles Ministry provides community for those in 
their 30s, 40s, and 50s. Our main connecting point is 
our Bible study every second and fourth Thursday in 
the Rock Sr. High. Our Bible study consists of a short 
message, group discussion, and the opportunity to 
meet new people. In addition to the Bible study, we 
also have a book club and fun monthly activities to 
get involved in. If you’re unmarried, this is the place 
you can fit in, develop relationships, and do life with 
others in the same season of life. For up-to-date 
information, check out our Singles page at lwcc.org or 
on Facebook @lwsingles.

30S SINGLES GROUP

The Singles Ministry provides a small group specifically 
for those in their 30s. The group provides community 
and a place to connect with those in the same season 
of life. The focus is meeting new friends and simply 
enjoying life together. The group also attends the 
30s-50s Singles Bible study. They also plan fun, monthly 
events. For up-to-date information, check out our 
Singles page at lwcc.org or on Facebook @lwsingles.
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LEADERS:

•  Ilan Sharon, an Israeli, Jewish Liaison Director for 
CUFI Region 8, Executive Director of Minnesotans 
Against Terrorism

•  JoAnn Magnuson, a leading authority and lecturer 
in Israel and Jewish/Christian relations, and Curator 
of the Jewish-Christian Library & Center

•  Deb Campbell, Executive Director of Daughters  
for Zion, and Director of the Jewish-Christian 
Library & Center

Guest Speakers: Many of the classes will include guest 

speakers, either live or via video presentation

When: 7–8:30 p.m., Tuesdays (Sept.–Dec.)

Where: Church (Meeting Room 2)

CLASSES

Our Stand for Israel classes are interactive and 
designed to educate and inform both Christians and 
Jews about Israel, Jewish-Christian relations, anti-
Semitism, the Holocaust, and the Middle East. We’ll 
help you connect the dots between history and the 
unfolding current events that need historical and 
biblical context to be understood. Issues in the Middle 
East change day by day, and we’ll update you on what 
is happening in present-day Israel. We’ll have many 
exciting things planned for these classes, including 
special guest speakers. 

Our aim is to help you understand these topics well 
enough that you’ll be prepared to discuss them with 
others. We hope you’ll be able to attend all of the class-
es, but each one stands alone, so you’re invited to at-
tend any or all in the series. Childcare is not available.

If you have questions, contact Pastor Charlie Houle at 
choule@lwcc.org or 763.315.7063, JoAnn Magnuson 
at jgmagnuson@mac.com, or Deb Campbell at  
deb.campbell@lwcc.org.

STAND FOR
ISRAEL

To understand God’s plan for mankind, we need to understand God’s plan for Israel. As 
Christians, we’re intertwined with Israel and the Jewish people through our long history and 
through what God tells us in His Word. Our heart is to help you understand this relationship 
through events and classes that are designed to give you the big picture perspective about 
Israel and our place in these times in which we live.



CUFI WASHINGTON SUMMIT

We hope you’ll join Pastors Mac & Lynne and hundreds 
of us in Washington, D.C., on July 17-18, 2017, for the 
annual CUFI (Christians United for Israel) Washington 
Summit.  This is the premier pro-Israel event of the year. 

During this trip, you’ll hear from key influential leaders 
who will update you on recent developments in Israel, 
the Middle East, and Washington, D.C. We’ll attend a 
national Night to Honor Israel, plus you’ll have a chance 
to meet directly with your elected officials to share your 
support for Israel. We’ll demonstrate to our elected 
officials that their constituents care enough about this 
issue to show up at their Washington, D.C. offices. The 
more of us who show up and speak out, the louder our 
voice and the greater our impact. This is your chance to 
show that Christians and Jews stand united.

Each year, this trip has come at a crucial time for the 
nation of Israel. Beyond that, America, Israel, and the 
world continually face great dangers in the Middle 
East. Don’t be silent, don’t miss your chance to make 
a difference, and don’t pass up your opportunity to 
defend America and bless Israel! 

Living Word will provide free bus transportation and 
discounted hotel and conference registration to make 
the trip affordable.  Registration will open in April. If you 
have questions about the CUFI Washington Summit 
trip, contact Pastor Charlie Houle at 763.315.7063 or 
choule@lwcc.org.
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INTEREST
GROUPS

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE

Interested in learning more about ASL and deaf 
culture? This adult group meets for six weeks. We’ll 
have a great time discovering basic introductory skills 
of ASL, exploring more about deaf culture, and even 
learn to sign LW worship songs—and more! The leader 
of this group, Terryann Nash, has been involved in the 
deaf community for over fifteen years and is on the 
LW interpreter team. She is passionate about teaching 
and sharing deaf culture with those interested.

Leader: Terryann Nash, 763.370.1482 or  

terryannnsh@aol.com

When: 7 p.m., Tuesdays (fall, 6 weeks)

Where: Church (room 216)

PHOTOGRAPHY

Do you enjoy taking pictures? Whether you’re an 
experienced photographer or simply someone who 
wants to improve your snapshot, join us each month 
to share your pictures and develop your photography 
skills. We’ll explore new topics, such as mastering 
your camera settings, lighting, and composition. We 
also regularly schedule day trips and outings, so we 
can experiment with what we’ve learned.

Leader: Rob Schrader, 763.315.7040  

or rob.schrader@lwcc.org

When: 7–9 p.m., fourth Thursday of each month (year-round) 

Where: Church (room 228) and various locations for  

outings (contact Rob)

WRITE NOW! WRITERS GROUP

Love to write? We meet to share, improve, and learn 
more about writing. We’ll explore a variety of topics 
such as writing advice, editing, marketing, publishing, 
and much more. We’ll also provide each other with 
prayer, support, and encouragement. Whether you’ve 
never had anything published or are a professional, 
we invite writers of all levels. All genres are welcome.

Leader: Curt Wellumson, 952.933.2089  

or cwellumson8@comcast.net

When: 7–9 p.m., first Monday of each month (year-round)

Where: Church (room 230)

Some of the things we’re interested in are really best enjoyed with other people who are 
just as excited as we are, whether it’s about photography, writing, or some other interest. 
Ask anyone who’s been a part of these groups, and they’ll tell you it’s not only been a fun 
way to meet people who share their interest, but to also make great friends!



CULTURAL
GROUPS

IGLESIA LIVING WORD  
ESPAÑOL CONVIVIOS

These gatherings are a fun way to get to know other 
families who attend Iglesia Living Word Español. You 
are welcome to bring your friends, family, or coworkers 
and let them experience both our Spanish service and a 
fun time of fellowship. After every Sunday service, there 
are convivios, where we provide coffee and snacks.  If 
you have any questions, contact Pastor Hugo Bellido at 
763.488.7861 or hugo.bellido@lwcc.org.

RUSSIAN-SPEAKING FELLOWSHIP

This group includes events for our Russian-speaking 
brothers and sisters. They’re designed to create a 
sense of family and belonging in our church. Watch 
the bulletin for current events, or contact Serge for 
more information. Children are welcome.

Leaders: Serge & Mila Maretski, 763.565.7777  

or maretski@gmail.com

When/Where: Contact Serge

THREADS OF LOVE

If you’re a woman who enjoys sewing, quilting, knitting, 
or crocheting (or if you would like to learn how to), 
then join us. We love to visit and share ideas as we 
work. Our purpose is to give the items we make to 
our church missions teams, the Robbinsdale Women’s 
Center, and local hospitals. Childcare is not available.

Leader: Randie Olsen, 763.315.7112 or randieolsen@lwcc.org

When: 6–9 p.m., Mondays (twice a month, year-round)

Where: Church (Meeting Room 1) 

CAR CARE

This group meets once a month to do minor car repairs 
for single moms and seniors in our congregation. They 
also meet to work on each other’s car projects. This 
is not only a great way to help people in our church 
family, but to also get to know other people who enjoy 
working on cars. If you have questions, contact Pastor 
Dave Niznik at 763.315.7122 or dniznik@lwcc.org.

Leader: Mike Williamson

When: 8 a.m.–12 p.m., third Saturday of the month  

(year-round)

Where: Brooklyn Park (Victory Auto)
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Join us Wednesday nights for a night of basketball 
and fellowship. This is a great opportunity to meet 
other guys, while enjoying some competitive games 
of basketball. The cost is $2 per night. If you have 
questions, contact Pastor Folu Gisanri at 763.315.7127 
or folu.gisanri@lwcc.org.

Leader: Andre Hollingsworth

When: 8:30 p.m., Wednesdays (year-round)

Where: Church (MCA gym)

 

MEN’S GOLF LEAGUE

The men’s golf league provides a great opportunity 
for golfers of all levels of play to enjoy the game, while 
meeting other guys in the church. The league plays on 
Monday evenings, and the commitment level can vary 
to fit your schedule. A $100 deposit is required, along 
with green fees.

Leader: Erik Vakula, vakula@comcast.net

When: Monday evenings (May–Aug.)

Where: Pheasant Acres, Rogers

 

CANADIAN FISHING TRIP

If you’re a fisherman and would like to get together 
with other guys for some fun and fishing, join us on 
our annual Canadian fishing trip. The trip includes 
six days of world-class fishing, seven nights lodging, 
all breakfasts and dinners, boats, motors, trailers, 
and bait. Watch the bulletin for dates, registration 
information, and cost.

Leader: Don Johnson, 763.755.6629

When: Summer

BOOT HOCKEY

Whether you’re a former hockey player or just like 
sliding around on the ice, you’ll enjoy our boot hockey 
outings. These outings are open to anyone with a 
desire to have fun and fellowship. Watch the bulletin 
for upcoming events and costs ($8–$10 per session).  

Leader: Paul Obinger, 763.439.0044  

or pwobinger@yahoo.com

When: 9–10:30 p.m., first Saturday of the month (Jan.–Mar.)

Where: Parade Ice Garden, Minneapolis

One of the best ways to meet and connect with other people is through fun, outdoor activities that 
you can enjoy together. Our Sports & Outdoors groups give men, women, and families a great 
way to enjoy the activities they like, while meeting new people and making some great memories. 
There are all kinds of groups, so find one you like, or be daring and try something new!

SPORTS &
OUTDOORS



MARTIAL ARTS

Our Martial Arts group is a Christian-based, inter- 
nationally recognized Shinsei/Jujitsu/Hapkido school.  
We offer a four-year black belt program for men and 
women, ages fifteen through adult. You’ll learn self-
defense techniques and improve coordination and 
flexibility, increase endurance, and reduce stress in 
your body. You’ll learn the basic and most effective 
techniques from: Karate (stances and blocks), Judo 
(falls, throws, and holds), Jujitsu (kicks, wrist techniques, 
locks, chokes, and strangles), Aikido (projection 
throws and the redirection of force), and Hapkido (a 
combination of all the above). The cost for members 
of LW is $160/belt, and for non-members it’s $260/belt. 
This fee includes your uniform and the curriculum.

Leaders: Brian & Michelle Ellingboe, 612.812.1556 or  

ddmconstructioninc@comcast.net

When: 8:30–10:30 a.m., Saturdays & 6:30–8:30 p.m.,  

Mondays (year-round)

Where: Church (Rock Sr. High)

BOWLING

If strikes and spares are up your alley and you’d like 
to bowl with other believers, check out the men’s 
bowling league. Leagues are on Tuesday evenings 
at Brunswick Zone in Blaine, and we would be happy 
to get you plugged in. Contact Pastor Folu Gisanri 
at 763.315.7127 or folu.gisanri@lwcc.org for more 
information on the cost and when leagues begin.

Leader: Gary Larson

When: 7 p.m., Tuesdays (fall & winter)

Where: Brunswick Zone (Blaine)

BICYCLING GROUP

If you’re looking for a fun way to get some fresh air 
and exercise, you’re invited to the next Bicycling 
group ride. This is a great way to take advantage of 
Minnesota’s beautiful bike paths and trails, along with 
spending the summer months outdoors. We’ll enjoy 
casual, 20-30 mile rides on various Twin Cities biking 
paths, with a break for lunch. Bicycles of all types and 
all ability levels are welcome. Families with kids are 
welcome too.

Leaders: Chris Brown, 612.703.6668 & Peggy Brown, 

612.801.3221, or livingwordbg@gmail.com

When: Saturdays, once a month (June–Sept.)

TRIATHLON GROUP

The Triathlon group is for people with some experience 
that consists of swimming, running, and biking. We meet 
throughout the summer at various locations to train on 
the second and fourth Thursdays of each month.  

Leader: Shelley Tschida, 651.214.9844  

or lwcctrigroup@hotmail.com

When: 6:30 p.m., second and fourth Thursday  

of the month (summer)
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CHARIOTS OF LIGHT

Chariots of Light is a group of Christian bikers who 
have a shared passion for God, for sharing their faith 
with other bikers, and for motorcycles. Many bikers 
would never come through the doors of a church, so 
one of the group’s most basic goals is to bring Christ 
to them at the places and events where they are.  

Chariots of Light is also a group where you can enjoy 
getting to know other like-minded Christians and 
enjoy rides both locally and nationally. But no matter 
where they ride, sharing their faith is what’s at the 
heart of why they ride. Visit chariotsminnesota.org for 
more information.  

President: Pastor DuWayne Petersen, 763.315.7126  

or dpetersen@lwcc.org

Vice President: Jeff Dotseth, 612.856.5566  

or jeff@dotsethrealty.com

Area Leader: Jason Krey, 612.685.6054  

or jkrey@drywall-supply.com

FIREARMS TRAINING & SHOOTING

Whether you’re new to firearms, a seasoned pro, or just 
want to know more about them, we’ll cover all types in 
this group (rifle, shotgun, and handgun), and we’ll help 
take the fear out of being around firearms. Join us for 
fun, safe, shooting experiences, training tools, group 
discussions, and occasional guest speakers. You’ll 
learn about legal issues, home defense, concealed 
carry, firearms safety, shooting skills, and more. We 
also go to various ranges where we can practice and 
take professional training classes. Adult men and 
women are welcome.

Leader: Mark Ehlen, 612.201.0652 or ehlenmf@gmail.com

When: 7–9 p.m., fourth Tuesday of each month

Where: Church (Meeting Room 3) & various offsite locations

SPORTING CLAYS/PHEASANT HUNTING

We offer outings each year for men who enjoy sporting 
clays and pheasant hunting. Watch the bulletin for 
information about times, location, and cost.

Leader: Mark Claessens, 612.386.8386  

or mark@markclaessens.com

When: Summer & fall

Where: Various locations

SNOW SPORTS GROUP

Join us as we enjoy the Minnesota winter with cross 
country/downhill skiing and snowboarding. Some ex-
perience is needed. For rental, lift ticket prices, and 
location, contact Shelley.

Leader: Shelley Tschida, 651.214.9844  

or lwccsnowsports@hotmail.com

When/Where: Varying times & locations (winter)

SPORTS & OUTDOORS / CAREER & FINANCES



CONNECT
GROUPS

What are Connect Groups? They’re Small Groups 
where you can connect with others, establish meaning-
ful relationships, and grow together spiritually as you 
learn, pray, and have fun together! 

Where do they meet? Everywhere! In homes, coffee 
shops, restaurants—just about anywhere it works for 
the group. 

When do they meet? Each group will meet at the same 
time weekly throughout the fall, winter, and spring, 
with breaks over the holidays and during the summer. 

Why should you lead or join a Connect Group? There 
are more reasons for you to join a Connect Group than 
we could possibly list, but let’s start with something 
Pastor Mac has always taught. The primary way God 
brings blessing into our lives is through relationships! 
Being connected to the church body in relationships is 
more than a good idea. It’s God’s will for all of us, and 
He’ll use those relationships to bless you! 

What are some other reasons to be part of a 
Connect Group? 

• You’ll grow in the knowledge of the Word
• You’ll grow in communicating God’s Word to others
•  You’ll learn to pray God’s Word, which is learning  

to pray His will
•  You’ll be united with others through the power  

of prayer
•  You’ll see God connect you with people who  

you develop great friendships with 
• You’ll grow in loving and caring for others
• You’ll feel more connected to your church family
•  You’ll find that God will work through others  

to bless you

There are so many benefits to participating in a Connect 
Group, so we hope you’ll prayerfully consider leading 
or joining one of the groups that will be launching in 
2017! If you have questions, contact John Neumann at 
john.neumann@lwcc.org or 763.315.7134.

“  I BECAME PART OF A CONNECT GROUP IN 1981 AND HAVE BEEN IN ONE 

EVER SINCE—SOMETIMES TWO PER WEEK. OTHER THAN BEING IN A 

CHURCH SERVICE, NOTHING IN MY CHRISTIAN WALK HAS HELPED MY 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND CONSISTENCY IN MY WALK WITH GOD MORE. 

ONCE YOU’VE BECOME ROOTED IN A CONNECT GROUP, THIS WILL 

BECOME YOUR TESTIMONY ALSO! ” 

                                                                                                                       —PASTOR TIM BURT
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OUTREACH

Living Word is a big church, so it’s easy to see how meeting others could seem challenging. Thankfully, we have all 
sorts of opportunities to bring people together. One opportunity to make new friends is by locking arms to serve in 
one of our Outreach Groups. As our own pastor, Mac Hammond, has often said, “Nothing significant happens in your 
life until you begin to serve the needs of others.” 

Currently, we have several monthly projects that include Weekend Kids Snak Paks, where the group assembles 500 
snack packs on a Saturday for local elementary school children who are from low income families. There’s also the 
Sandwich Project, where the group assembles sandwiches for distribution to the homeless. Groups also serve at 
Hope 4 Youth in Anoka and the Camden Promise in North Minneapolis, where they prepare, serve, and share a meal 
with the residents in the community. We also have groups that are currently in the works to reach out to residents in 
a nursing home, to help people with eating disorders, and to help unwed mothers.

If you would like to be a part of an Outreach Group, or if you have an outreach ministry idea and would like to find out 
more information on how to start a group, contact Pastor Phil Winn in Outreach at 763.315.7124 or pwinn@lwcc.org.



CHURCH PICNIC & WATER BAPTISM

Don’t miss our church family’s largest outdoor event 
of the year, where both adults and children of all 
ages enjoy a day of fun in the sun at Lake Rebecca 
Park Reserve. Activities include pony rides, petting 
zoo, inflatables, swimming, activities for all ages, 
and lots of fun. You can bring your own picnic lunch 
(unless you’re over 55, and then lunch is on us). 
There are also hamburgers, hot dogs, corn on the 
cob, pop, chips, and delicious ethnic food available 
for a suggested donation. The highlight of this event 
is our outdoor water baptism service by the lake, 
where Pastor Mac and several other pastors will be 
baptizing adults, teens, and children. You won’t want 
to miss it! If you have questions, contact Pastor Folu 
Gisanri at 763.315.7127 or folu.gisanri@lwcc.org. 

GET ACQUAINTED DINNERS

At our Get Acquainted Dinners, you’ll enjoy a delicious 
dinner in our Fellowship Hall, get to know some new 
people, have some fun, and you might even win some 
prizes! So whether you’re a visitor, or a new or longtime 
member, we hope you’ll register online to attend our 
next dinner. Get Acquainted Dinners happen quarterly 
throughout the year on a Friday evening at no cost 
to you. Watch the bulletin for our next dinner, or if 
you have questions, contact Pastor Folu Gisanri at  
folu.gisanri@lwcc.org.

BUSINESS FAIR

The Business Fair gives Living Word members who 
own a business a great opportunity to promote it. It 
also allows our church family to see what types of 
businesses are represented in our congregation. 
Business Fair attendees appreciate the opportunity to 
put a name with a face and learn about your business. 
Everyone also enjoys all the many free drawings, 
treats, giveaways, and great fellowship. Watch the 
bulletin for the dates and times. If you have questions, 
or you would like to register for a booth, contact Justin 
Phad at 763.315.7128 or justin.phad@lwcc.org.

SPECIAL
EVENTS

MEN’S ADVANCE

November 18–20, 2016

The annual Men’s Advance is a weekend where guys 
can leave behind the distractions of their everyday lives 
and focus more on their relationship with God. The 
Advance (because real men don’t “retreat”) is centered 
around teachings on topics that are all about things 
that relate to men’s lives, but it’s so much more. The 
weekend also gives guys the time to enjoy just having 
fun through sports, games, and great conversations 
over great food. It really is one of the best weekends 
of the year! Register online at lwcc.org. If you have 
questions, contact Pastor Charlie Houle at 763.315.7063 
or choule@lwcc.org.

LADIES DAY OUT

If you’ve ever come to a Ladies Day Out, then you know 
what a special opportunity this is to join hundreds of 
other women for a delicious brunch, special music, 
and an encouraging message. This is a perfect way 
for you and your mom, daughter, sister, friends, or 
coworkers to enjoy a “ladies day out” together.  We 
want it to be a relaxing morning that fits you, so come 
as dressed up or dressed down as you want. Once 
you come to a Ladies Day Out, we know you won’t 
want to miss the next one! Watch the bulletin for our 
next event, or if you have questions, contact Renee 
Burt at rburt@lwcc.org.
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Small Groups is a ministry of Living Word Christian Center 

9201 75th Avenue North, Brooklyn Park, MN 55428

START A SMALL GROUP

Small Groups at Living Word truly are “Reaching People. Touching 

Lives. Making a Difference.” When it comes down to it, we’re only 

able to do this because of the passion of our Small Group leaders 

to reach people in a very personal way. It’s their passion that sets 

the course and drives every one of our many groups, classes, 

and activities.

If you have a desire to start a group centered on something you 

enjoy, whether a sporting activity, Bible study, hobby, or anything 

else, our Small Groups staff would love to hear from you! Contact 

Pastor Charlie Houle at 763.315.7063 or choule@lwcc.org.

Small Groups Staff


