
 

 • God says, “Share this Good News! My Messiah will care 
for you as a tender shepherd cares for his sheep” (Isaiah 
40:9–11). 

• God says, “I never tire of helping you. When you were 
helpless, I carried you like a mother eagle tends to her 
young. That’s who I am! When you’re weak, I will make 
you strong. You will soar like eagles in my strength. You 
will run and not be weary; you will walk and not faint” 
(Isaiah 40:29–31). 

 
God’s power is unfathomable! God’s undeserved love for us 
in Christ is unbelievable! But both are true. Our God is 
completely trustworthy. We can trust his power, and we can 
trust his love. In this God—our Savior-God through Christ—
we trust. 
 
Taking It Home 
 
Some people in our nation still trust in “chariots and horses” 
for protection. Let this gift remind you to pray, asking that all 
people and all leaders of all nations in our world will come 
to trust instead in the “name of the LORD our God” (Psalm 
20:7). Thank God that you can and do trust him in Jesus 
and in his cross. Ask for grace to live out your love and to 
trust at every opportunity! 
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In God We Trust 
-KJV- 

 
 

Introduction 
 
A third-grade class in a Christian school was practicing 
penmanship. Their teacher gave this assignment: Write 
any question you’d like to ask God. One child wrote, 
“Dear God, who draws the lines around the countries?” 
 
While orbiting the earth on those first baby steps human 
beings took into space, astronauts commented on the 
same thing; from space, national boundaries disappear. 
 
Getting to the Heart 
 
During his lifetime, the prophet Isaiah saw the 
boundaries between nations shift back and forth and 
back again. He saw world powers rise and fall. At one 
point he concluded, “The nations are as a drop of a 
bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the 
balance” (Isaiah 40:15). 
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 Despite the uncertainty of military might, people have 
almost always taken comfort in their nation’s sophisticated 
weapons or long-standing alliances with other countries. 
Centuries before Isaiah, the psalmist David had written 
about that kind of trust: “Some trust in chariots, and some 
in horses,” he wrote. Then, in contrast, David asserted, 
“We will remember the name of the LORD our God” (Psalm 
20:7). 
 
Like the psalmist David, Isaiah pointed out the foolishness 
of trusting in weapons or armies or foreign alliances. Yet 
still today aren’t we tempted to the same kind of 
confidence? We don’t trust in chariots or horses, but we’re 
glad our nation has F-16s and nuclear submarines. 
Nonetheless, Scripture is clear. National power, no matter 
how overwhelming, pales to insignificance when 
compared with the power and majesty of the Creator-God, 
the God who . . . (Read Isaiah 40:12, 25–26.) 
  
• “Measured the waters in the hollow of his hand.” The 

oceans of earth contain 326 million cubic miles of 
water! 

• “Meted out heaven with the span.” Scientists debate 
the size of the universe, but many agree that it’s at 
least 10 billion light years across and probably 
expanding. One light year is about 6 million million 
miles! 

• “Weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a 
balance.” Even with all our technology, we cannot pick 
up a mountain by its roots and put it on a scale to 
weigh it! 

• “Bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all 
by names.” Despite the vastness of space, not one 
star wanders off its course to get lost! 

 
Should our Creator’s unfathomable power comfort us? Or 
should it frighten us? Our answer depends upon the 
answer to this question: Is God on our side? Or perhaps 
more to the point, Are we on God’s side? 

 

 If we’re honest, even we as Christians have to admit that 
our loyalty remains divided at best, despite God’s 
greatness and his goodness toward us in his creation. 
  
• Each piece of our nation’s money proclaims, “In God 

we trust.” And sometimes we do trust him. But don’t we 
rely on ourselves far more often? Don’t we strive with 
all our might to control our own destiny because our 
trust is often so puny? 

• We claim to love God. And sometimes we do love him. 
But our failures to love other people betray the fact that 
we love ourselves much more than we love God. 

• We come to God’s house to worship him sometimes, 
perhaps quite often. But our own pleasures, our own 
priorities, and our own entertainments often matter far 
more to us, don’t they? 

 
If we stood on trial in the court of heaven accused of 
disloyalty, rebellion, or even treason, that court would 
justly find us guilty. We do not trust God, love him, nor 
revere him as we should. 
 
So it was for the people of ancient Judah, those to whom 
God first sent Isaiah. Materialism, idolatry, infanticide, 
greed, injustice, outward religion without a true 
relationship with God—all these sins pockmarked ancient 
Judah (2 Chronicles 28:1–4, 22–25; 29:6–11), even as they 
scar us. 
 
Isaiah’s words of promise concerning the Savior were 
God’s words of grace to Judah of old. They are his words 
of grace to us, too! 
  
• God says, “Your war with me is ended. I have 

unilaterally declared a truce by sending my servant, the 
Promised One. In him and in his cross you will find 
peace through my pardon for all your sins” (Isaiah 
40:1–2). 
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