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“We are God’s masterpiece.  
He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, 

so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.”  Ephesians 2:10 
 
 

It doesn’t matter what regrets or failures are in your past… 
“Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. ‘Go, look 
over the land,’ he said, ‘especially Jericho.’  So they went and entered the 
house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there.”  Joshua 2:1 
Centuries later, she is still known as “Rahab the prostitute.”   

Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25 
 

 If someone were to characterize the sins of my past in a single 
phrase, how would they refer to me?  _________ the ___________. 

 
…Jesus can give you a new start and make your life count! 
 

1. She’s mentioned as a model of genuine faith. Hebrews 11:31 
2. She’s considered an example of bold obedience.  James 2:25  
3. She’s even the great-great…grandmother of our Savior!  Matt. 1:5 

 

 Turning point:  Rahab recognized the God of Israel as the one true 
God, the Lord of everything, including her life. 
 “…for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth 
below.”  —Rahab, Joshua 2:11 

 

 No matter what we’ve done, we can be totally free and forgiven! 
“Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men 
who have sex with men nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards 
nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  And 
that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the Spirit of our God.” 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
 

“You were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds 
because of your evil behavior.  But now he has reconciled you by 
Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, 
without blemish and free from accusation.”  Colossians 1:21-22 

The next time you feel like God can't use you, just remember... 
 

Noah was a drunk 
  Abraham was too old 
     Isaac was a daydreamer 
        Jacob was a liar 
           Joseph was abused 
              Moses had a stuttering problem 
                 Gideon was afraid 
                    Samson was a womanizer 
                       Rahab was a prostitute 
                         Jeremiah and Timothy were too young 
                           David had an affair and was a murderer 
                             Elijah was suicidal 
                                Isaiah preached naked 
                                  Jonah ran from God 
                                    Ruth was an immigrant widow 
                                      The Samaritan woman was divorced several times 
                                         Peter denied Christ 
                                           The disciples fell asleep while praying 
                                              Martha worried about everything 
                                                 Zaccheus was a tax cheat 
                                                    Paul persecuted Christians 
                                                       Timothy had an ulcer....and 
                                                           Lazarus was dead! 
 

No more excuses! 
God can use you to your full potential. 
You aren't the message; you are just the messenger. 

 
Resources for living free of shame 
 “Making Peace” retreat—a powerful Fri pm - Sun am retreat with a 

13-week follow-up small group (offered 9x each year at Grace). 
 SettingCaptivesFree.com—an excellent (free) online Bible study. 
 Spiritual Freedom Seminar—a guided prayer time that helps 

participants take inventory of their lives and experience renewed 
cleansing and victory (Saturday, June 9, at Grace). 

 
Completed note sheets are available at the literature display in the Lobby, or by visiting Gracecma.org 

You can watch the message on the website or share the entire service with a friend 


