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“Holy, Holy, Holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

Isaiah 6:3 
 

“Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? Who is like you – majestic in 
holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?” Exodus 15:11 

 

Do we really understand who God is?  Is He our friend?  Is He like the gods 
of the Pantheon who are capricious and prone to mistakes?  Is He like the 
gods of the Eastern religions who are happy to share their position with 
millions of other beings?  Is He a subject we can afford to take lightly? 

 

God the Father is singularly set apart from His creation. 
 

He is “high and exalted”. Isaiah 6:1  His very name is “holy” and He lives in a 
“high and holy place”. Isaiah 57:15  One of the members of the Trinity is the 
“Holy Spirit”.  Isaiah’s favorite name for God is “The Holy One of Israel”.  
(used 29x)  We are talking about God’s inherent majesty and greatness. 
 

The Robe - God wears a garment that fills the heavenly temple.  His 
presence dominates the space.  There is an all-pervasive nature to His 
being. Cf. Psalm 93:1-2 

 

The Seraphim - This is the only passage in the Bible that mentions these 
winged creatures.  They surround the Lord and offer Him praise.  They have 
wings to cover their eyes (Exodus 33:19f.) and wings to cover their feet (Cf. 

Exodus 3:2-5), both signifying God’s holiness. 
 

The Worship - The declaration of “holy” is the only attribute of God 
mentioned three times in succession.  When the seraphim sing this, the 
entire structure shakes in reverence. Isaiah 6:4  Nothing remains 
uninfluenced by God’s presence.  
 

There is an ethical dimension to God’s Holiness: 

 

God says “be holy for I am holy”.  Leviticus 11:44-45; 1 Peter 1:15 
“Who of us can dwell with the consuming fire”? Isaiah 33:14; Cf. Hebrews 12:29 

 
God possesses a “perfect and unpolluted freedom from all evil” – 
S. Charnock c. 1675 

 

There is a judicial dimension to God’s Holiness: 
 

“The LORD is in His holy temple; the LORD is on his heavenly throne. 
He observes the sons of men; His eyes examine them.” Psalm 11:4 

 

Unlike human judges, God is impartial.  He shows no favoritism 
(Romans 2:11) nor does He make bad decisions.  
 

God’s presence exposes our sin. 
Isaiah declares “Woe is me! I am ruined”. Isaiah 6:5  Isaiah realizes that he is 
doomed before such an incredible figure.  Older translations say that the 
prophet became “undone” in God’s Holy presence. 
 

What is ironic about this is that Isaiah was actually a very good person.  He 
is one of the great giants among God’s people!  Even the best of us 
disintegrate before God’s standard.   
 

Isaiah’s own sinfulness was revealed to him in an instant.  The ONLY 
response is confession. 
 

Implications: 
 

“The Real God: How He Longs for You to See Him” by Chip Ingram, 
Wednesdays at 7pm 

 

God’s holiness is the standard for right and wrong, good and evil, and truth 
and error.  The question is not how we compare with our neighbor, but 
where we stand in relation to the Almighty God who sets the terms. 
 

We cannot become rightly related to God without His grace in the free gift of 
restoration. Cf. Isaiah 59:2 

 

The progression in Isaiah 6 from God’s holiness to human brokenness to 
God’s forgiveness to God’s commissioning shows us the biblical pattern of 
salvation. 


